
DRAFT OF MINUTES FOR NOVEMBER 8, 2021 
(MINUTES WILL BE PRESENTED FOR APPROVAL AT NEXT 

REGULAR BOARD MEETING) 
 

The Hartshorne Board of Education met in regular session Monday, November 8, 2021 at 6:00 
p.m. in the Harold Latham Media Center, 520 S. 5th Street, Hartshorne, OK. 

Board members present were: Todd Barrier, president; Thomas Grippando, vice-president; Ira 
Brinlee, clerk; and Michael O’Kelley, assistant clerk. Member Randy Wilcox was absent from the 
meeting. 

Others present included Superintendent Jason Lindley, Minutes Clerk Jan Cowen, Principal Brian 
Akins, Principal Nicole Green, Student “A” and parents, as well as numerous from the community. 

Following the flag salute, President Barrier called the meeting to order, read the open meeting 
law statement and took roll call. 

There was no new business. 
Motion by Brinlee, second by Barrier, to approve the minutes of regular meeting of October 4, 

2021 as presented. Vote: Barrier, yes; Brinlee, yes; Grippando, yes; O’Kelley, yes. 
Shane Murphy of Bledsoe, Hewett & Gullekson, Certified Public Accountants, LLP presented the 

District’s financial audit for 2020-2021 via phone. He stated everything looks great and there were no 
exceptions noted. 

Superintendent Lindley presented a building request for use of the cafeteria to raise monies for 
an ill person from the community. 

Motion by Barrier, second by Brinlee, to approve the building request as presented. Vote: 
Barrier, yes; Brinlee, yes; Grippando, yes; O’Kelley, yes. 

Motion by Grippando, second by O’Kelley, to approve the re-instatement of project 838, Middle 
School Miscellaneous, to the school activity fund. Vote: Barrier, yes; Brinlee, yes; Grippando, yes; 
O’Kelley, yes. 

Fundraisers presented for approval included: Nicole Green requested to sell beef jerky/beef 
sticks and host a chili dinner and silent auction to raise funds for MS miscellaneous account to enhance 
the MS experience for students and staff; Elementary homeroom parents to sell items from Holiday 
shop; Lady Miner basketball team to sell items from Fan Cloth to raise funds for team travel and 
expenses; and HS Student Council to host a Fall Ball to raise funds for Honors Banquet. 

Motion by Barrier, second by Brinlee, to approve the fundraisers as presented. Vote: Barrier, 
yes; Brinlee, yes; Grippando, yes; O’Kelley, yes. 

Motion by Brinlee, second by O’Kelley, to approve the District membership to CCOSA District 
Level Service (DLS) Program for 2021-2022 school year. Vote: Barrier, yes; Brinlee, yes; Grippando, yes; 
O’Kelley, yes. 

Motion by O’Kelley, second by Grippando, to approve the de-regulation to State Department of 
Education for Alternative Education program for 2021-2022 school year. Vote: Barrier, yes; Brinlee, yes; 
Grippando, yes; O’Kelley, yes. 

Motion by O’Kelley, second by Brinlee, to approve the application prepared by Superintendent 
Lindley for the Covid-19 Prevention Program Grant Project 723. Vote: Barrier, yes; Brinlee, yes; 
Grippando, yes; O’Kelley, yes. 

Grippando inquired about the current markings around the school. Lindley responded the 
Natural Gas company was installing new meters. Grippando also asked about more lighting around the 
school and Lindley said it was in process. 

SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT: 



Lindley stated that the New Ag Shop construction had been approved through the ESSER III 
grant and he would begin the bidding process. 

Motion by Grippando, second by Barrier, to approve the September Activity Fund report as 
presented. Vote: Barrier, yes; Brinlee, yes; Grippando, yes; O’Kelley, yes. 

Motion by Brinlee, second by O’Kelley, to approve purchase orders #1 through #325 in the 
amount of $190,337.65 from the general fund; Blanket purchase order #277 to Grace Reading Missions 
in the amount of $9,000.00 from the general fund; increase in blanket purchase orders #15 to Barlow & 
Associates increased to $17,000.00 and #63 to T-Mobile increased to $18,000.00 from the general fund; 
and purchase orders #1 through #33 in the amount of $9,810.87 from the building fund. Vote: Barrier, 
yes; Brinlee, yes; Grippando, yes; O’Kelley, yes. 

Proposed executive session agenda in accordance with 25 O.S.§307(B)(5) included: Student 
suspension due process appeal hearing for Student “A”. President Barrier asked the student whether he 
wished the hearing to be in open session or in executive session. Superintendent Lindley recommended 
the hearing be in executive session due to possible disclosure of information which would violate 
confidentiality requirements of state or federal law. Student did not voice opposition to executive 
session. 

Motion by Barrier, second by Brinlee, to enter into executive session in accordance with 
Oklahoma Statute Title 25§307(B)(5) to hear evidence and to discuss the suspension of the student in 
question. 

Executive session was entered at approximately 6:45 p.m. and open session resumed at 
approximately 9:30 p.m. 

Motion by O’Kelley, second by Brinlee, to return to open session. Vote: Barrier, yes; Brinlee, yes; 
Grippando, yes; O’Kelley, yes. 

President Barrier stated no votes were taken and only agenda items were discussed during 
executive session.  

Motion by O’Kelley, second by Brinlee, to adopt the findings of fact on the suspension of 
Student “A”. (See attached) Vote: Barrier, yes; Brinlee, yes; Grippando, yes; O’Kelley, yes. 

Motion by O’Kelley, second by Brinlee, to affirm suspension of Student “A”. Vote: Barrier, yes; 
Brinlee, yes; Grippando, yes; O’Kelley, yes. 

Motion by O’Kelley, second by Brinlee, to adjourn the meeting. Vote: Barrier, yes; Brinlee, yes; 
Grippando, yes; O’Kelley, yes. 
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