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MEDFIELD SCHOOL COMMITTEE
Regular Meeting

November 1, 2021

PRESENT: Jessica Reilly - Chair
Leo Brehm -Vice-Chair
Timothy Knight - Recording Secretary
Meghan Glenn - Financial Secretary
Anna Mae O’Shea Brooke - Member at Large

ALSO PRESENT: Jeffrey Marsden - Superintendent of Schools
Michael LaFrancesca - Director of Finance and Operations
Andrea Moores - Secretary
Kerry White - Student Representative

The meeting was called to order at 7:05 pm by Ms. Jessica Reilly after the Executive Session to discuss
issues related to collective bargaining or litigation if an open meeting may have a detrimental effect on the
bargaining or litigating position of the public body. (Medfield Teachers Association Units A & B, School
Secretaries, Custodians and Cafeteria Workers)

The chair asked for a Roll Call to begin the meeting:
➢ Leo Brehm-yes
➢ Timothy Knight - yes
➢ Meghan Glenn-yes
➢ Anna Mae O’Shea Brooke-yes
➢ Jessica Reilly-yes

PUBLIC INPUT (In-Person)
There was no public input at this time.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
A motion was made by Ms. Anna Mae O’Shea Brooke, seconded by Mr. Timothy Knight to approve the
8/11/2021 School Committee Retreat and the 10/7/2021 School Committee Meeting minutes.
The motion passed unanimously.

A motion was made by Mr. Leo Brehm, seconded by Ms. Megan Glenn to approve and retain the
8/11/2021 and the 10/7/2021 Executive Session minutes.
The motion passed unanimously.

NEW BUSINESS
Medfield High School (MHS) Update/NEASC Presentation - presented by Mr. Robert Parga, Ms.
Brenda Hagan and Ms. Stefanie Worthley
Mr. Parga, Medfield High School Principal and Ms. Brenda Hagan were both in attendance and presented
the MHS yearly report o to the School Committee. The yearly report included information on the
following topics:

● MHS Theatre Fall Production - A Wrinkle in Time
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● Fall Athletics/Play-Offs /Pep Rally
● Challenge Success Chris Herren’s return to MHS
● New Flex Schedule at the High School
● Flex Student Survey - Benefits/Adjustments
● Student Advisory
● Student Clubs and Organizations
● Student Council/Student Leadership
● MHS Spirit Week

The School Committee asked some clarifying questions and engaged in a discussion pertaining to the new
flex schedule and the advisory program at the High School with Mr. Parga and Ms. Hagan. Dr. Jeffrey
Marsden acknowledged the effort and commitment from the high school faculty to implement the new
flex schedule. This schedule is a culmination of the SEL work that has been done over the past five years
and is a positive change for the students at MHS.

Ms. Stephanie Worthley, the NEASC Visit Co-Chair, was in attendance and shared a presentation on the
MHS NEASC Accreditation:

● NEASC Accreditation Process
● Standards for Accreditation
● NEASC Timeline
● Priority Areas/Growth Plan
● Virtual Visit - May 14, 2021 through May 17, 2021
● Commendations
● Priority Areas for Growth
● Next Steps - First Report of Progress & Planning

Dr. Marsden and the School Committee expressed their appreciation to Ms.Worthley and the team for all
of the hard work and effort that went into the accreditation process.

Ms. Jessica Reilly opened the meeting to public comment on the Medfield High School (MHS)
Update/NEASC Presentation.
There was no public comment at this time.

Other items since posting on October 28, 2021 - None

OLD BUSINESS
Medfield/MASC Policy recommendations 2nd Reading /Vote -presented by the Policy Subcommittee
The Policy Subcommittee presented the following policies to the Committee for discussion and review of
the policies for the second reading and vote:

● JB - Equal Educational Opportunities
● JBB - Educational Equity
● JC- Attendance Areas
● JCA -Assignment of Students to Schools
● JF -  School Admissions
● JFABC - Students Attending the Medfield Public Schools
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● JHD - Exclusions and Exemptions from School Attendance
● JIC - Student Conduct
● JICFA-E- Hazing
● JICG - Tobacco Use by Students
● JICH - Alcohol Use by Students
● JIE - Pregnant Students
● JJ-E - Co-Curricular and Extra Curricular Activities

A motion was made by Ms. Meghan Glenn, seconded by Mr. Leo Brehm to strike Policies JC and JCA
from the Policy Manual. The motion passed unanimously.

Policy JFABC was revised by the Chair, and the reading and approval of this policy will be postponed to a
future meeting date.

A motion was made by Ms. Meghan Glenn, seconded by Mr. Timothy Kight to strike Policy JICG -
Tobacco Use by Students and JICH - Alcohol Use by Students from the Policy Manual and replace it with
MASC Policy JICH - Alcohol, Tobacco, and Drug Use by Students.
The motion passed unanimously

A motion was made by Ms. Meghan Glenn, seconded by Mr. Timothy Kight to amend Policy JHD -
Exclusions and Exemptions from School Attendance by striking the phrase having been expelled during
the same year from this district or any district in the commonwealth.
The motion passed unanimously.

A motion was made by Ms. Meghan Glenn, seconded by Mr. Timothy Kight to replace Policies JB -
Equal Educational Opportunities, JBB - Educational Equity, JF - School Admissions, JIE - Pregnant
Students, JIC - Student Conduct, and JICFA-E- Hazing with the MASC proposed language in the reading.
The motion passed unanimously.

Policy JJ-E - Co-Curricular and Extra Curricular Activities will also be postponed to a future meeting
date.

Ms. Jessica Reilly opened the meeting to public comment on the Medfield/MASC Policy
recommendations 2nd Reading /Vote.
There was no public comment at this time.

DESE Mask Mandate Update - presented by Dr. Jeffrey Marsden
The DESE Mask Mandate has been extended until January 15, 2022. Dr. Marsden explained that as of
September a school can apply for a waiver if a school demonstrates a vaccination rate of 80 percent or
more of all students and staff in the school through an attestation form submitted to DESE. If the school
receives a waiver then vaccinated individuals in that school would no longer be subject to the mask
requirement. In alignment with statewide guidance, unvaccinated students and staff would be required to
continue wearing masks. Dr. Marsden stated that he would like to submit an attestation form for Medfield
High School in preparation for the possibility of removing masks in the future. Dr. Marsden made it clear
that a number of factors would need to be considered before a decision is made to remove masks once a
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waiver is received by DESE. He explained that data from the district’s pooled testing and a potential
MIAA ruling of not wearing masks for winter sports are two factors that he is watching closely. Last year
there were a lot of positive cases as a result of indoor hockey and basketball so seeing the impact of not
wearing masks during winter sports is important.

Another important factor is the vaccination of younger students since so many of our families have
students in multiple grade levels. Dr. Marsden also informed the committee that Nurse Leader, Kathy
Thompson, is in the process of setting up a vaccination clinic for students five to eleven years old.

The School Committee shared their feedback on Dr. Marsden’s request to submit an attestation form to
DESE. The Committee’s overall consensus was that Dr. Marsden should apply for the waiver from DESE
with the understanding that there will need more discussion, including discussions with the Board of
Health, to establish the benchmarks needed for the masks to be removed. Dr. Marsden also informed the
Committee that nine schools in the Commonwealth have applied for a waiver and it will be important to
see the COVID data for those schools to assist in making an informed decision for the district.

A motion was made by Mr. Leo Brehm, seconded by Ms. Anna Mae O’Shea Brooke in support of Dr.
Marsden to apply for a waiver from DESE. The motion passed unanimously.

Ms. Jessica Reilly opened the meeting to public comment on the DESE Mask Mandate
Flavia da Silva Benson, 10 Woodfall Road, read her statement to the School Committee regarding the
DESE Mask Mandate and the effectiveness of wearing masks. Ms. Benson was not able to complete her
statement in the allotted three minute time frame.

Daniel Ramaeka, 44 Indian Hill Road, read the remaining portion of the statement from Flavia Benson
and shared her feedback on the mask mandate. She stated that she would like the School Committee to
allow people to finish what they would like to say. Ms. Reilly explained that a public statement needs to
be kept to three minutes.

New Elementary School Project Update - presented by Dr. Jeffrey Marsden
Dr. Marsden announced that the New Elementary School Project has been approved by the MSBA Board
of Directors and it now all comes down to the vote on Sunday at the Special Town Meeting. Ms. Anna
Mae O’Shea Brooke shared that Medfield has received letters of support for the New Elementary School
Project from Senator Paul Feeney, Representatives Denise Garlick, Shawn Dooley, and Jake Auchincloss
for the New Elementary School Project.

Ms. Jessica Reilly opened the meeting to public comment on the New Elementary School Project
Update
John Burn, 21 Hearthstone Drive, asked the committee where he could find additional information on the
New Elementary Project. Mr. Burn stated tht he is gathering information to fully understand the project
ahead of the vote on Sunday. He explained that he is not getting clear information on the no side of the
vote and the information presented by the proponents of a no vote seems to be more like propaganda
rather than actual information.



DRAFT

Ms. Anna Mae O’Shea Brooke suggested that Mr. Burn visit the Warrant Committee School Project
Subcommittee Website and Medfield TV and view the Warrant Committee School Project Subcommittee
meeting videos for additional information. Ms. O’Shea Brooke also announced that the Warrant
Committee will be meeting on November 2, 2021 to vote on the project.

Donations - presented by Dr. Jeffrey Marsden
Dr. Marsden presented the following donations to the School Committee for approval:

● $390.00 from the Wheelock Angel Fund to the Wheelock Student Activity Account.
● $2250.00 from the Wheelock PTO to offset the costs for the Plimoth Patuxet field trips.
● $468.86 from the Memorial PTO to the Memorial School Gift Account to support the

Memorial Crayon Grant

A motion was made by Ms. Anna Mae O’Shea Brooke, seconded by Ms. Meghan Glenn to approve the
donations as presented by Dr. Marsden. The motion passed unanimously.

INFORMATIONAL ITEMS
Ms. Jessica Reilly and Mr. Leo Brehm will be attending the MASC Conference this week.

Ms. Jessica Reilly will be speaking on behalf of the School Committee at the Special Town Meeting on
November 7, 2021. Ms. Reilly asked the Committee members to share feedback as she papers the
statement.

Student Representative, Kerry White, talked briefly about the Senior lounge with the Committee. She also
informed the committee that today is the deadline early decision is today November 1, 2021.

FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS (anticipated schedule)
● Middle School Update (November 18)
● Blake Middle School Standards Based Reporting Follow Up (November 18)
● Superintendent’s Evaluation (December)
● Health Advisory Update (January/February)

Next Meeting – November 18, 2021

A motion was made by Mr. Leo Brehm, seconded by Mr. Timothy Knight to adjourn the meeting.
The motion passed unanimously. The meeting was adjourned at 9:01 pm.

EXHIBITS/DOCUMENTS
● Meeting Narrative 11/1/2021
● DRAFT 10/7/2021 Meeting Minutes
● NEASC - School Committee Presentation - 11/1/2021
● DRAFT Section J Policies 11/1/2021
● DESE Press Release - Mask Mandate Extension 10/26/2021
● 80 Percent Vaccination Rate Threshold School Attestation Form
● 135 KBDESE Policy on Vaccination Rate Threshold, September 27, 2021
● Donations 11/1/2021

https://core-docs.s3.amazonaws.com/documents/asset/uploaded_file/1659011/SC_Narrative_11-1-2021.pdf
https://core-docs.s3.amazonaws.com/documents/asset/uploaded_file/1659016/DRAFT_10_7_2021_SC_Minutes.pdf
https://core-docs.s3.amazonaws.com/documents/asset/uploaded_file/1659019/NEASC_-_School_Committee_Presentation_-_Nov_2021.pdf
https://core-docs.s3.amazonaws.com/documents/asset/uploaded_file/1659172/DRAFT_Section_J_Policies_11-1-2021.pdf
https://core-docs.s3.amazonaws.com/documents/asset/uploaded_file/1659022/DESE_Press_Release_-_Mask_Mandate_Extension_10-26-2021.pdf
https://core-docs.s3.amazonaws.com/documents/asset/uploaded_file/1659020/80_Percent_Vaccination_Rate_Threshold_School_Attestation_Form.pdf
https://core-docs.s3.amazonaws.com/documents/asset/uploaded_file/1659021/DESE_Policy_on_Vaccination_Rate_Threshold__September_27__2021.pdf
https://core-docs.s3.amazonaws.com/documents/asset/uploaded_file/1659023/Donations_11-1-2021.pdf
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● School Committee Meeting Video: School Committee (11-01-2021)

Respectfully submitted,
Andrea Moores
Secretary

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FV3qADBKIkw

