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OTTER VALLEY'S WALKING Stick Theatre production of The Addams
Family debuts this Thursday at 7:30 p.m. and runs through Sunday’s mat-
inee. Directed by Jeff Hull, the show features a 30-person cast, plus crew
and a 15-person orchestra. Pictured clockwise from top left are: E!iza
Norford as Morticia; Gunnar Tinsman as Gomez dancing with Morticia
and the couple doing the tango; Morticia, Gomez and their daughter,
Wednesday, played by Cebelle Hull; the entire Addams family, includin
sley (played by Morgan White) , Grandma (Raluca Burtch) and Lu

(Dillon Ladd) along with Lucas, Mal and Alice; Andrew Kenyon as Fester:
Adia Polli as Alice in her rousing scene in Full Disclosure; Fester singin
But Love with the ancestors; and Osten Ladd, Calvin Ladd and Adia Polli
as Mal, Lucas and Alice.

Photos by Angelo Lynn

OV presents “The Addams ‘Fami[y’
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WST features kooky musical comedy

By ANGELO LYNN

BRANDON — In a fun, rau-
cus and spooky production of
“The Addams Family,” a musical
based on the popular television
show and movie, the Otter Val-
ley Union High School’s Walking
Stick Theatre showcases a bevy
of talent as they present a fully
in-person show after enduring no
in-school performances last year
during the pandemic.

The show kicks off at the high
school auditorium this Thursday,
Nov. 18 at 7 p.m. and repeats on
Friday and Saturday, Nov. 19-20
at 7:30, with a 2:30 matinee on
Sunday, Nov. 21. All visitors in-
side the school must wear a mask,
including throughout the perfor-
mance.

The musical follows the typi-
cal story of two high school stu-
dents who fall in love with each,
but in this story, Wednesday, the
daughter of Gomez and Morti-
cia Addams, falls for Lucas, a
“normal” family from Ohio. The

lovebirds conspire to have their
parents meet over dinner at the
Addams family’s house, which
doesn’t seem like a good idea, but
it evolves in any case as the play
takes us through that 24-hour
Jjourney and the upside-down val-
ues it reveals in both families.
Leading the action is Gomez,
played brilliantly by senior Gun-
nar Tinsman, who has been with
the Walking Stick Theater group
since grade 8 and has a bold bari-
tong that carries the action and the
many moods demanded of him in
songs like Two Things, Wednes-
day’s Growiing Up, Trapped, Go-
mez’s What If and in the delight-
ful dinner scene, Full Disclosure.
As if singing several solos wasn’t
demanding enough, he also does a
remarkable job leaming to speak
and sing some Spanish phrases

and to speak in that Spanish dia-_

lect — all of which sets the tone
of the Addams’ family ancient
Spanish history and the ancestors
(ghosts) who live with them on

their spooky Central Park estate.

Gomez’s wife, the lovely and
stately Morticia, is played well
by junior Eliza Norford, who *
mastered the elegant look of the
role and the lofty, yet principled,
mannerisms that have made her
character so memorable, Norford
plays the part perfectly and has
a lovely voice that dominates in
songs like Secrets, Just Around
the Comer, and Let’s Live Before
We Die, sung as a duet with Go-
mez.

The show’s off-beat spark
is created by Andrew Kenyon,
whose goofy and upbeat por-
trayal of Uncle Fester steals the .
spotlight in some of the scenes,
as well as in a couple of songs
with dance ensembles — Fester’s _
Manifesto, But Love — while
capturing his sweet vulnerability
in his love song The Moon and

Me. In each he brings laughs and -

tendemness to the family’s seem-
ingly quirky ways. ;
(See Addams Family, Page 15)




Addams family

(Continued from Page 9)

‘The show’s theme revolves
around Wednesday, played by
junior Cebelle Hull, and Lucas,
played by sophomore Calvin

Ladd. Lucas’s father, Mal, is
played by Olsen Ladd, (Calvin’s
real-life brother), while Lucas’s
mother, Alice, is played by Adia
Polli. Each of the four has stand-
out roles as Wednesday struggles
with her feelings of first-time
love in the song

Pulled, with her brother Pugley
(played wonderfully by Morgan
White) worried that his sister
won’t be around to torture him
any more and make his life de-
lightfully miserabe. Wednesday
comes into her own in her more
defiant song Crazier Than You,
sung as Lucas was resisting run-
ning away together without their
parents’ blessings. ‘

Lucas, Mal and Alice each hav:
their moments in the spotlight,
but it’s Alice, whose character is

‘transformed at dinner, that carries

the show’s closing scene in the
first act with a dramatic perfor-
mance in Full Disclosure and sets
the stage for Malto rediscover his
former self,

Raluca Burich portrays a funny
and delightful character in Grand-
ma, and the seven-foot-tall butler,
Lurch, is portrayed well by Dillon
Ladd (another brother), who has
to master walking on some form
of stilts.

OV Director Jeff' Huff said
the cast features 30 students,
about half of whom are new to
the program and which includes
several middle schoolers, along

with a stage crew of 14, as well
as a 15-member orchestra made
up of student musicians and lo-
cal professionals — all of whom
have spent the past several weeks
working tirelessly to get this com-
plicated and technical musical in
fine shape for Thursday’s opening
night. The extensive choreogra-
phy throughout the play was led
by Michaela Newell, the vocal
director was Keeny Cifone, and
Patrick Roberts was the Music
Director.

Tickets are available at
ovwalkingsticktheatre.com. Cost
is $13 for adults and $10 for stu-
dents and senior citizens.
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BRANDON ROOM - for
rent. 802-417-4057.

SPACES - in Brandon.
Call 802-349-4212,
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Bark Mulch - Delivery Available

Gagnon
Lumber
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Native
Vermont Lumber

Hemlock Framing Stock - Pine Shiplap Siding
Pine Tongue & Groove * Custom Cut Timbers

89 Stevens Road Pittsford, VT | 802-483-6550
Mon-Fri: 7am-4pm & Sat: 8am-12py | www.gagnonlumber.com

'l'laminn *Pruning - Iamwlnu * Ropalring
Stump Romeval - Timbor Harvestiag - Lani Clearing - Arowssd

Educated, Experienced and Fully Insured Professionals

We do Trees!

Thad Poremski
{802)
345-2815

Black Bear

Tree, Land & Forest

’ Business

& Service

Directory

Get your
business noticed!
ONLY $10/week!

Ad design included in price.
Call The Reporter today at
802-247-8080 or
email ads@brandonreporter.com
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Accounting

LAURIE L. BERTRAND

Certified Public Accountant

Bookkeeping & Payroll Services
Individual & Corporate Tax Preparation

Experience You Can Count On
4 Carver Street, Brandon + By Appt, Only

465-8362 « fax 465-8438

Accounting

Sharon L. Stearns, CPA, PLLC

Accounting, Tax & Consulting Services

Individuals, | Bookkeeping , Tax Planning
Small Business Payroll & Tax Return
& Non Profits | Qui ks | Preparation

P. O. Box 22, 900 Pear! Street, Brandon, VT 05733
sharon@stearnscpa.com www.stearnscpa.com

(802) 247-8300 * By Appt. Only

- Excavating

Home Care

1963 —— Celebrating Over 50 Years —— 2020

RESIDENTIAL « COMMERCIAL » INDUSTRIAL

Dozers. Excavators, Heavy Hauling.
Top Soil. Gravel. Sand.

PO. Box 69 Florence, VT 05744

Phone: (802) 483-6469 Fax: (802) 483-6978

Wintergreen

‘Residential Care Home
Level Il « ERC Care « State Licensed
Keep Your Laved Ones Close ta Home

Please call for info 802-247-5987
3 Union Street
and 360 New Road
Brandon, VT

Qwners, Mary and Mike Jensen

Storage Containers

Delivered To Your Location
Safe & Secure - Water Tight
Great for Seasonal Storage,

Renovation

STORAGE CONTAINERS

Rentals & Sales

Disaster Recovery, Inc.

Restoration

24/7 Emergency Services Covering Vermont
o www.DisasterRecoveryInc.com

» Water Damage Drying/Clean Up
» Mold Remediation
» Carpet Cleaning & Deodorization
» Smoke and Sewage Cleaning
Service

877-765-6340

Fully insured & certified
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