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Good Afternoon,

I hope this email reaches all of our families preparing for a well-deserved Thanksgiving break
with family and friends. I have several positive updates from our High/Middle School restoration
project that I would like to share.

First, we have successfully transitioned our entire HS/MS student body and staff into the St.
Therese building. Students are staff are rotating through a four-day cycle and have finally started
to enjoy a small semblance of educational normalcy. We started the rotation with an abbreviated
instructional schedule for the first four days, and have now transitioned to full-day instruction on
the rotating basis. There are a myriad of people that have worked tirelessly to make it possible
for our students to use this building. We are indebted to our HS/MS HSA and KPA for their
coordinating of the lunch ordering program. I want to thank the entire Parish of St. Therese, the
Archdiocese of Newark, our Technology Director Kevin Whitney, our Buildings & Grounds
Supervisor Tom Schillaci, our custodial/maintenance team, the Cresskill Police Department,
Principal John Massaro, Assistant Principal Lemma Taha, and our entire faculty for their
flexibility and commitment to making this a reality for our students.

Second, we had a very productive meeting yesterday with the leadership team from Temple
Emanu-el in Closter. The Cresskill administration will be having a planning meeting onsite
tomorrow afternoon to outline the relocation of our 11th and 12th grade classes. We are moving
as quickly as possible to also secure a location for our 9th and 10th grade students as well. There
are staffing challenges to having remote locations, but it is imperative to have our students return
to full-day instruction as quickly as possible.

Finally, I want to publicly thank the LG Corporation for their incredible generosity to our
district. These past two years have illustrated the truth behind the statement, “Adversity reveals
character.” After learning about our struggles as a district, the LG Corporation felt compelled to
help the Cresskill Schools. Last week, they announced the donation of twelve 75” UHD



televisions for placement in every room at St. Therese, which are critically important as we
finalize our live-streaming capabilities. In addition, I was presented with a $25,000 check from
Peggy Ang, Senior Vice President of Marketing, to help our district during this crisis. The district
is overwhelmed with the incredible generosity of LG and thank President/CEO Thomas Yoon
and the entire LG Corporation for this donation. These funds are critical for helping our students
return to in-person learning at remote locations.

The last few years have presented a myriad of challenges, but this past week brought consistent
positive energy to our district. We will continue to move forward as quickly as possible to
overcome the damage from Tropical Storm Ida, and return our students back to a normal
classroom environment.

I wish you and your family and a very Happy and Healthy Thanksgiving Recess.

Best,
Michael Burke


