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Proposed Changes to the Gila Crossing Community 
School Immunization Policy 

STUDENT IMMUNIZATIONS 

A.   Immunization Requirement 

Subject to the exemptions as set forth in this policy, a student must submit and have on 
record with the School documentary proof (as defined below) that the student is 
immunized with a vaccine that has been approve or authorized (including emergency use 
authorization) by the U.S. Food and Drug Administration (“FDA”) or has immunity against 
all of the following (including that any waiting period after receiving immunization in order 
to achieve maximum immunity has expired):   

Hepatitis A (as age appropriate) 

Hepatitis B 

Pertussis (whooping cough) 

Measles (rubeola) 

Mumps 

Poliomyelitis 

Rubella (German measles) 

Tetanus 

Diphtheria 

Haemophilus influenzae b (Hib) 

Varicella (Chickenpox) 

Meningococcal 

Covid-19 (as age appropriate pursuant to FDA approval or authorization) 

Any other condition for which a vaccine is required or recommended by 
governmental health authorities 

B. Conditional Enrollment 

The School may (but is not required to) allow a student to be conditionally enrolled and 
allowed to attend School if the student has received at least one dose of each of the 
required immunizations, a schedule has been established by a physician (or a physician’s 
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authorized employee) for completion of the required immunizations, and documentary 
proof of the dose received and the schedule for completion has been submitted to and is 
on record with the School.  A school administrator will review the school immunization 
record as often as needed until the immunizations are completed.  The School may take 
measures to protect the health, safety, and welfare of the conditionally enrolled student 
and others until the required immunizations are complete.  

In sum, a student shall not be allowed to enroll and/or attend School until (1) the student's 
documentary proof of immunization or immunity is submitted to and on record with the 
School, (2) all required documents related to an exemption are submitted to and on record 
with the School, and/or (3) all required documents related to conditional enrollment are 
submitted to and on record with the School.    

C. Failure to Comply 

Any enrolled student who is not immunized according to this policy and any conditionally 
enrolled student who fails to comply with the immunization schedule as discussed above 
shall be suspended from School attendance until documentary proof of compliance is 
submitted to and on record with the School. 

D. Attendance During Outbreaks 

Students who do not have documentary proof of complete immunization or immunity on 
record with the School shall not be permitted to attend School during outbreak periods of 
communicable immunization-preventable diseases (those listed in Section A and/or as 
declared by the Gila River Indian Community Department of Health Resources or other 
governmental agency with jurisdiction over the School), even if the student has been 
conditionally enrolled or is eligible for an exemption to immunization. 

E.  Documentary Proof 

For purposes of this policy, “documentary proof” is written evidence deemed sufficient by 
the School to show that a student has been immunized with a vaccine that has been 
approve or authorized (including emergency use authorization) by the FDA or has 
laboratory evidence of immunity against each disease/condition listed in Section A of this 
policy and which shows (1) the student’s name and date of birth, the type of vaccine 
administered, the month and year of each immunization except for measles, mumps, and 
rubella immunizations which require the day, month, and year of the immunization, and 
the name and signature (or initials) of the healthcare provider or authorized agency 
representative acknowledging the immunization record AND/OR (2) the student’s name 
and date of birth, a statement that the student has laboratory evidence of immunity against 
the specific disease, and the name and signature (or initials) of the healthcare provider 
or authorized agency representative acknowledging the statement of immunity.    

F. Homeless Students 

This policy does not apply to homeless students until the fifth calendar day after 
enrollment.   
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G. Public Health Orders 

To the extent this policy is inconsistent with any lawfully-issued public health order, 
immunization schedules or requirements, directives or similar notices (collectively “order”) 
by a governmental agency with jurisdiction over the School, the order will prevail. 

H. Exemptions to Immunizations 

Students who have reached their fifth (5th) birthday shall be exempt from the Hib 
immunization requirement. 

Students who have reached their seventh (7th) birthday shall be exempt from the 
pertussis immunization requirement (or shall receive TDaP in place of DTaP). 

Students under the age of twelve (12) are exempt from the Covid19 immunization 
requirement until such time that the FDA approves or authorizes a vaccine for such use. 

Documentary proof of immunization and immunity is not required for a student to enroll in 
and attend School if the student’s parent or guardian requests an exemption, as follows:   

●  The parent or guardian of the student submits a signed statement to the School 
requesting an exemption based on religious belief, the statement is submitted on 
a form obtained from the Gila River Indian Community Department of Health 
Resources, and the School grants the request for exemption. 

●  The school administrator receives written certification, signed by the parent or 
guardian and by a physician, that states that one or more of the required 
immunizations may be detrimental to the student's health and indicates the specific 
nature and probable duration of the medical condition or circumstance that 
precludes immunization, and the School grants the request for exemption.   

If an exemption is granted because the required immunizations may be detrimental to the 
student's health, the signing physician shall define the exemption as either permanent or 
temporary. 

●  A permanent exemption may be provided for one or more vaccines. 

●  A temporary exemption shall specify the date of its termination.  A student with 
a temporary medical exemption shall be allowed to attend school on the condition 
that the required immunizations are obtained at the termination of the 
exemption.  The School shall notify the parent or guardian of the student of the 
date by which the student shall complete all required immunizations. 

An exemption pursuant to this policy is valid only during the duration of the circumstance 
or condition that precludes immunization.  An exempted student shall be allowed to attend 
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School on the condition that the required immunizations are obtained at the termination 
of the exemption.   

Any exemption granted in accordance with this policy shall be recorded on the school 
immunization record in the student's permanent file. 

Students who lack documentary proof of immunization or immunity on record with the 
School shall not be permitted to attend School during outbreak periods of communicable 
immunization-preventable diseases (as declared by the Gila River Indian Community 
Department of Health Resources or other governmental agency with jurisdiction over the 
School), even if the student is eligible for an exemption to immunization. 

I. Records and Reports 

Each student’s immunizations shall be recorded using the Arizona School Immunization 
Record, which shall be a part of the student’s permanent student record. 

The School shall maintain a current list of students with evidence of immunization or 
immunity.  The list shall contain the names of students with incomplete immunization 
histories and/or exemptions.   

A school administrator or nurse shall review the immunization records for each student 
enrolled or allowed to attend the School at least twice each school year for compliance.   

The School’s immunization records shall be open to inspection by the Gila River Indian 
Community Department of Health Resources and the School’s health care provider. 

Each immunization record shall include at least the following: 

●  Student’s name and date of birth. 

●  The date of the student's admission to the School. 

●  The type of immunizing agents administered to the student. 

●  The month and year in which each vaccine was administered to the student, 
except for measles, mumps, and rubella, for which the day, month, and year are 
required. 

●  The established schedule for completion of immunizations if the student is 
admitted to or allowed to continue to attend a school conditionally, pursuant to this 
policy. 

●  The statement that the student has laboratory evidence of immunity against the 
specific disease, if this was presented as the student’s documentary proof. 

● If an exemption from immunization as provided in this policy is submitted, the 
date the exemption is submitted and the reason for the exemption. 
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The School will transfer an immunization record with the permanent student record and 
will provide, at no charge, on request, a copy of the immunization record to the parent or 
guardian of the student. 

To the extent required, the School will complete and file an annual report with the Gila 
River Indian Community Department of Health Resources, using forms acceptable to the 
Department.  The report will state the number of students attending who have completed 
required immunizations or who have submitted laboratory evidence of immunity, the 
number of students attending with uncompleted required immunizations, the number of 
students attending with an exemption from immunization, and the number of students 
currently suspended for failure to comply with this policy. 


