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PREFACE
The Lackawanna High School Course Guide assists students and their parents in planning their high school programs. This 

handbook contains a general overview of graduation requirements and the broad range of required and elective courses 

available at Lackawanna High School on any given school year. 

ACCESSIBILITY TO EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMS 

Each student is expected to develop and achieve individual educational goals. The school will provide every student with 

equal educational opportunities regardless of gender, race, color, creed, national origin, religion, age, economic status or 

disability. No student will be excluded on any such basis from participating or having access to any course offerings, student 

athletics, counseling services, extracurricular activities or other school resources. This is in compliance with the Title IX of the 

Educational Amendments of 1972 and Section 504. 

CONTACT INFORMATION

High School Principal Mrs. Deborah Biastre           821-5610     ext.2927

dbiastre@lackawannaschools.org 

Assistant Principal Mr. Paul Lyons     821-5610 ext.2927

  plyons@lackawannaschools.org 

Main Office Secretary Mrs. Marlene Kita 821-5610 ext.2927

mkita@lackawannaschools.org 

School Counselor Mr. Abdul M. Zaid 821-5610  ext.2023

Grades 9-12, A-C 

azaid@lackawannaschools.org 

School Counselor Mrs. Megan Alimonti 821-5610 ext.2024

    Grades 9-12, D-Mi 

    malimonti@lackawannaschools.org 

School Counselor Mr. Reuben Owens 821-5610 ext.2042

    Grades 9-12, Mo-Z 

    rowens@lackawannaschools.org 

Guidance Secretary Mrs. Rosemary Pierce            821-5610 ext.2900

dkowalski@lackawannaschools.org 

District Attendance   Mrs. Meagan Bender      821-5610   ext.7726

 mbender@lackawannaschools.org 

mailto:azaid@lackawannaschools.org
mailto:malimonti@lackawannaschools.org
mailto:dkowalski@lackawannaschools.org
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Social Worker 821-5610   ext.2045

Social Worker 821-5610   ext.2021

School Psychologist 821-5610   ext. 2063

Registration Office  821-5610   ext.7703

Mr. Richard Lehr 

rlehr@lackawannaschools.org 

Mrs. Tracy Wehr 
twehr@lackawannaschools.org 

Mr. Kevin Regueira                          
kregueira@lackawannaschools.org 

Ms. Tracy Welsh 

twelsh@lackawannaschools.org 

mailto:twehr@lackawannaschools.org
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STATE GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS 

 

 

Units of Credit 

 

 
The following charts outline the minimum diploma and credential requirements currently 

in effect. The chart is intended to provide an overview of the requirements and identify 

the student populations that have access to each type of diploma and non-diploma high 

school exiting credential. Websites are provided to offer specific regulatory requirements 

and more detailed information regarding the requirements for each diploma 

(http://www.p12.nysed.gov/ciai/gradreq/intro.html). 
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English as a New Language  
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IMPORTANT INFORMATION FOR STUDENT ATHLETES 

NCAA Guidelines 
 

Many college athletic programs are regulated by the National Collegiate Athletic Association (NCAA), which established rules 

on eligibility, recruiting and financial aid. The NCAA has three membership divisions- Division I, Division II, and Division III. 

Institutions are members of one another according to the size and scope of their athletic scholarship.  

 

If you are planning to enroll in college as a freshman and you wish to participate in Division I or Division II athletics, you must 

be certified by the NCAA Initial-Eligibility Clearinghouse. The Clearinghouse ensures consistent application of the NCAA 

initial-eligibility requirements for all prospective student athletes at all member institutions. 

 

NYS Regents diploma requirements do not necessarily make a student eligible for participation in college level athletics. 

Eligibility requirements are clearly defined and illustrated in a pamphlet called “Guide for the College Bound Student 

Athlete.” This pamphlet is available at http://eligibilitycenter.org.  

 

If you believe your child will be eligible for college sports, contact your child’s counselor while he/she is in the tenth grade. 

 

https://www.athleticscholarships.net/ncaa-

clearinghouse.htm?utm_source=Bing&utm_medium=CPC&utm_campaign=Paid%20Search 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://eligibilitycenter.org/
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GUIDANCE OFFICE 

 

The Guidance Office coordinates a number of services available to all students and their parents, 

including support groups, parent-teacher conferences, career awareness programs, college 

applications and scholarship information, student orientations, academic counseling and course 

scheduling. 

 

STUDENT SUPPORT 

The teen years can be an exciting time for experiencing new adventures. They can also be a time of stress and challenge both 

at school and at home. Lackawanna High School offers a variety of resources to help students during these special times. The 

school counselors & social worker are available to meet with students on an individual basis.  

 

 

HOME-SCHOOL COMMUNICATION 

Parent-Teacher conferences are also an integral part of the counseling program. These conferences help to establish, 

improve, and maintain communication between the school, the students, and their parents. Any parent interested in 

scheduling a conference, with either the teacher or counselor, should contact their student’s guidance counselor. 

 

 

CAREER GUIDANCE 
It is no longer easy for students to “fall” onto the right career path or into the right job. Good planning and preparation are 

the keys to a successful future. The academic courses offered at Lackawanna help develop the skills that will open the doors 

to a successful career search. The Guidance Office has resources to help our students with interest inventories, the college 

search process, finding sources of financial aid and matching their aptitudes and interests with appropriate career areas.  

 

 

SCHOOL - TO - WORK/SCHOOL - TO - CAREER 

Counselors also work very closely with upperclassmen on college and career plans. Programs on the college application 

process and financial aid (including scholarships) are sponsored annually by the Guidance Office. College representative visits 

to Lackawanna High School and scholarship information is publicized through bulletins, showcases, and announcements. 

Maintaining the student’s academic records and the scheduling of classes for the next year are also responsibilities of the 

Guidance Office. The counselors meet with each student at least once a year to review the student’s progress and to make 

plans for the following year. This process is further spelled out in the section on the “Course Selection Process.” 
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COURSE SELECTION PROCESS 

STEP ONE  

REVIEW ANNUAL COURSE GUIDE 
Students will review the Course Guide. It is important that each student give special attention to information about 

graduation requirements. Counselors, with input from students will select courses that prepare students for their future 

career goals. Selections should be checked carefully to see if the prerequisites for courses of interest are met. Information 

about Honors Courses and Advanced Placement courses may be of special interest to those planning to attend college. 

 

STEP TWO 

ANNUAL REVIEW 
The counselors will set up appointments with students. A pass will be used to notify students of their appointment. At each 

annual review, the student’s academic achievement and career interests will be discussed. The four-year plan will be 

reviewed and adjusted as necessary. A list of courses will be developed on a Course Request Form based on 

teacher/counselor recommendations and student interests.  

 

STEP THREE   

PARENT/GUARDIAN APPROVAL AND COURSE REQUEST FORM 

The Course Request Form will be sent home for parent/guardian review, approval and signature. The student, the student’s 

parent/guardian, and the counselor will all sign the Course Request Form. When the Course Request Form reaches home, 

parent/guardians and students should take time to discuss the courses and how they fit into the student’s future plans. 

Parent/guardians must then sign the bottom of the Course Request Form and the student should return it to their school 

counselor by the deadline indicated on the form. If the Course Request Form is not returned to the counselor, it is assumed 

that the parents or guardians approve of the proposed courses for next year. Requests to allow a student to have a specific 

teacher or to accommodate a student’s request to change lunches, study halls or any class for personal reasons will not be 

honored.  

 

Select Course Carefully!  

After May 31, requests for changes will only be considered if the following criteria are met: 

1) A student has fewer than six (6) subjects including English & Social Studies plus Physical Education 
2) Schedule conflicts 
3) Errors in scheduling 
4) Adding a course 

Please see Guidance Office College Planning Timeline on the school website 
 
 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                   
  

 

SUMMER SCHOOL 
If you have failed a course or courses and want to stay on track to graduate; 

It is necessary to attend summer school. 

Students and parents need to check the failure lists posted in the hall near the Principal’s Office.  

This is the student’s responsibility.  

DO NOT wait for Report Cards or phone calls from teachers. Use Parent Portal! 

Grades will not be given over the phone. 
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FULL-TIME STUDENT STATUS 

A full-time student at Lackawanna High School must carry at least five (5) academic subjects and physical education for each 

semester. Students who are not considered full-time students are not eligible for academic honors and awards, the Honors 

Programs, Honor Roll, class office, interscholastic athletics, extra-curricular activities, and/or Senior Privilege.  

 

District Requirement  
To obtain course credit and advance to the next level in a subject area, students must have a 65 or higher final average for 

the course (four quarterly averages plus final examination). This district requirement is in addition to the NYS Education 

Department graduation requirements. 

 

Graduation 

Lackawanna High School’s graduation ceremony is a privilege. All seniors and their parents or guardians must read and sign 

the graduation packet and commencement form. The graduation committee coordinates the ceremony each year. No 

student will be allowed to take part in the graduation ceremony unless he or she has met all the graduation packet 

requirements and has met all the academic requirements for graduation. 

 

Doubling Up Classes  

The building principal has the discretion to allow a student to exercise this privilege based on the following criteria:  

- Attending & completing summer school  

- Demonstrating good daily attendance  

- Exhibiting proper daily behavior  

- Graduation being attainable during that particular year 

 

Effective July 1, 2013, an IEP Diploma was eliminated.  Students with significant disabilities will now be exiting high school 

with the Skills and Achievement Commencement Credential.  The New York State Education department has also developed 

a new Safety Net Compensatory option for students with disabilities. 

http://www.p12.nysed.gov/specialed/publications/SACCmemo.htm 

 

 

New York State learning standards link can be found at http://www.p12.nysed.gov/ciai/cores.html. Students with disabilities 

are entitled to the safety net provisions as currently prescribed by the Commissioner of the New York State Education 

Department. All decisions regarding special education programs and services for students with disabilities are determined by 

the Committee on Special Education. 

 

 

 

 

http://www.p12.nysed.gov/specialed/publications/SACCmemo.htm
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COURSE CLASSIFICATIONS 

A. College Level Courses (AP, NUSTEP; SUNY ERIE) 
1. Classes are taught following college level curriculum. 

2. Student is responsible for applicable fees. 

3. Student is responsible for registering for the course with the college or university.  

4. Student responsible for sending Transcripts for these courses. 

 

B. Honors Courses & Pre-AP 

1. May use texts and materials of a higher grade level and require in-depth and long-term projects, such as research 

papers, which develop critical thinking skills.  

2. Student is responsible for applicable fees. 

3. Follow the NYS curriculum prescribed for Regents level courses and assessments.  

 

C. Regents Courses  
1. Follow the NYS curriculum prescribed for Regents level courses and assessments. 

 

D. General Courses  
1. Follow the curriculum outlined by state or approved by the Board of Education. 

GRADING 

1. A formal grade reporting system will be used in grades 9 through 12. It will provide information about student progress 

during a specified marking period in an efficient, concise, and uniform manner using numeric grades. These reports will give 

the professional staff, parents/guardians, and students an objective and comprehensive picture of student progress. 

Progress reports and report cards will be used throughout the marking periods to provide more detail in identifying and 

describing student progress to the parents/guardians.  

 

2. Conferences are available upon request by parents/guardians, teachers, administrators, or students. Please note that 

conferences must be scheduled according to teacher availability. Teaching time will not be interrupted. It is the 

objective/goal that these conferences will:  

a. Contribute to improved student learning.  

b. Clarify intended learning outcomes.  

c. Provide feedback concerning learning progress.  

d. Provide suggestions for overcoming learning difficulties.  

e. Contribute positively to the student's motivation to improve achievement.  

 

These conferences are an opportunity for active involvement of parents/guardians in the educational process enabling them 

to assume responsibility for providing the necessary help, support and encouragement their children need for academic 

success. Also, these conferences provide an opportunity for parents/guardians to share with the school any insights or 

information about the student which might be helpful in working with the student. 
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QUARTERLY GRADE WEIGHTING 

A system for grade weighting quarterly and final course averages for regents and honors courses will be used. This will 

impact quarterly averages and end-of-year averages for class ranking so that a student's grades in Regents and Honors 

courses reflect the greater demands of these courses. The weighted quarterly average is used to determine a student's 

placement on the High Honor, Honor, and Merit Rolls.  

 

The following difficulty factors will apply:  

 

COURSE   DIFFICULTY FACTOR  

College & Honors Courses  1.04 

Regents   1.02  

General   1.00  

 

The actual grade for each course will be reported on report cards for each marking period. The WEIGHTED MARKING PERIOD 

AVERAGE (average of all courses taken) reported on each grade reporting form will be the average of the grades weighted 

after applying the course difficulty factors. 

 

 The following example shows how a student's weighted marking period average would be determined:  

 

 REPORTED  DIFFICULTY  WEIGHTED QUARTERLY 

COURSE GRADE  FACTOR   GRADE  

English 11 R 86  1.02   87.72 

Pre-Calculus 90  1.04   93.6 

Spanish 3R 92   1.02   93.84       

Accounting 94  1.04   97.76 

Phys. Ed 92   1.00   92 

 

Weighted Marking Period Average  

Weighted Average = Sum of Weighted Grades / # of Courses  

Weighted Average = 549.44 / 6  

Weighted Average = 91.57  

 

A student's class rank is determined by his/her weighted average. The final weighted average each year is calculated by 

applying the difficulty factor to the final average in each course.  

 

The Valedictorian and Salutatorian honors are determined by the weighted averages and rank ordering of the class after the 

seventh (7th) semester. 
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HONOR AND MERIT ROLL 

To qualify for placement on honor and merit rolls the following criteria will be used:  
1. High Honor:  94.5+  
2. Honor:   89.5 -- 94.4  
3. Merit:   84.5 -- 89.4  
 

A student is eligible and will be recognized for the High Honor, Honor or Merit Roll only if the student is carrying the required 
number of courses (5 plus gym in grades 12; 6 plus gym in grades 9, 10, 11) regardless of his/her reason or exceptional 
circumstances for carrying fewer subjects.  
 

 

NATIONAL HONOR SOCIETY 

Objectives of the National Honor Society (NHS) are to create an enthusiasm for scholarship, to stimulate a desire to render 
service, to promote worthy leadership, and to encourage the development of character at Lackawanna High School. NHS and 
NJHS culminate the best in scholarship, service, leadership, character and citizenship. 
 
Requirements include: 

• A cumulative 90% average for all classes 

• Honor Roll status for 6 consecutive quarters 

• Vote of the faculty council 
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COURSE DESCRIPTIONS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

*Courses may be cancelled due to low enrollment, staffing, budgetary cuts, or other reasons at any time.
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ART 

STUDIO IN ART                                                       
Grade 9-12 Core Subject 
Credit: 1 Unit                                                      
Course Description:  This course is designed to nurture and develop student creativity, intuition and 
aesthetic perceptions through two-dimensional media. Students will also develop various drawing skills 

and techniques to prepare them for a sequence in the arts. Students will be exposed to various artists and artworks 
that have significant cultural and/or global impact. The emphasis of work for this course will be placed upon the 
creation of original, 2-D art works coupled with supplemental activities, which may include worksheets, homework & 
sketchbook assignments. 
*Course work must be maintained in a portfolio throughout the year*  
 
 
ADVANCED ART I   
Grade 10-12 Advanced Elective 
Credit: 1/2 Unit   
Course Description:  This course continues to expand and develop a student’s artistic skills through a variety of two-
dimensional media and animation. They will examine art from various key artists across time and cultures. Student 
assessment will be based on the creation of a portfolio, which may be digital, containing original works of art in 
conjunction with sketchbook assignments, worksheets and a research project. 
 
 
ADVANCED ART II     
Grade 10-12  Advanced Elective 
Credit: 1/2 Unit   
Course Description:  This course continues to develop a student’s artistic skills through exploration of a variety of two-
dimensional media and artificial intelligence. Students will continue to examine art from various key artists across time 
and cultures. Student assessment will be based on the creation of a portfolio containing original works of art in 
conjunction with sketchbook assignments, worksheets and a research project. 
 
 
3-D DESIGN        
Grade 10-12  Advanced Elective 
Credit: 1/2 Unit         
Recommended: Studio in Art  
Course Description:   This course is designed to nurture and develop student creativity, intuition and aesthetic 
perceptions as they explore three-dimensional media. Students will also be exposed to various artists and artworks 
that have made significant cultural and/or global impact. The emphasis of work for this course will be placed upon the 
creation of original, 3-D art works produced by various methods (sculptures, additive, reliefs, etc.) coupled with 
supplemental activities, which may include research projects and worksheets.  
 
 
CREATIVE CRAFTS 

Grades 10-12        Advanced Elective 
Credit: ½ Unit         
Prerequisite: None 
Course Description: Did you know that Folk artists have no formal art training? Throughout craft history, skills and 
materials are learned and developed while gathering with family and friends. Crafts are a great way to be creative 
while learning new techniques and avenues for self-expression. Try Pysanky (dyed eggs), Scherenschnitte (paper 
cutting), Navajo basketry, or knitting! These are only a few projects to enjoy while learning about color, texture, 
space, shape, and line. 
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STUDIO IN DRAWING AND PAINTING 
Grades 10-12        Advanced Elective 
Credit: 1 Unit         
Prerequisite: Studio in Art 
Course Description: Drawing skills are fundamental to all other forms of visual art. This course will teach how to improve 
drawing skills while tapping into creative self-expression though drawing and painting. A wide variety of techniques and 
materials will be explored while developing works that use line, shape, space, color, and texture. Vibrant, exciting works in 
landscape, portrait, and animal subject matter are just a few of the many avenues for exploration. Fretting about your 
drawing skills? No worries, all skill levels will be developed. 
 
 
STUDIO IN CERAMICS 1 
Grades 10-12        Advanced Elective 
Credit: 1/2 Unit         
Prerequisite: Studio in Art 
Course Description: Want a good outlet for creative energy as well as a time to build things out of clay? Energize your school 
day with ceramics. Learn basic hand building skills which include pinch, coil, molding, and slab construction. Create several 
fully glazed and functional projects like plates, mugs, and amplifiers. 
 
 
STUDIO IN CERAMICS 2 
Grades 10-12        Advanced Elective 
Credit: 1/2 Unit         
Prerequisite: Ceramic 1 
Course Description: Continue to explore ceramics and hand building techniques as well as wheel throwing. Individual, 
creative techniques and experimentation with emphasis on more advanced projects in Ceramics. 
 
 
DIGITAL GRAPHIC & PHOTO 1 
Grades 10-12        Advanced Elective 
Credit: 1/2 Unit         
Prerequisite: None 
Course Description: Learn introductory aspects of composing an image using digital photography as a medium.  Students will be 
introduced to the early history of photography while experimenting with color profile adjustments and creating their own 
imagery.  Photographic genres, contemporary and historic photographers, as well as critical discussion of imagery will be 
explored.  Develop a basic technical understanding of exposure, including how light enters a camera and captures elements within 
the field of view.  Students will prepare their work for exhibition, display and portfolio presentation.  The focus will be on using and 
caring for equipment, composition and technique. 
 
 
DIGITAL GRAPHIC & PHOTO 2 
Grades 10-12        Advanced Elective 
Credit: 1/2 Unit         
Prerequisite: Digital Graphics and Photo 1 
Course Description: Building on the foundational knowledge of Photo I, students will compose imagery through digital means.  While 
understanding technical aspects of studio lighting and Adobe programs, this class tends to focus on photography through a Fine Arts 
lens.  Visual composition and conceptual advancement will mature throughout the semester as developing artists foster a deeper 
understanding of critical discussion and meaning making.  Students will be encouraged to develop their own body of work and 
prepare a portfolio of images for exhibition, display and presentation. 
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BUSINESS  

 

CAREER AND FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT (I/O)        
Grades 9-12        College Credit: None  
Credit: 1/2 Unit         
Prerequisite:  None 
Course Description: The course will be required as part of every career and technical education (CTE) program 
including 5-unit CTE programs used as a substitution for the additional two units of foreign language needed for a 
Regents diploma with advanced designation.  This course examines the world of work and consideration involved in 
choosing a career. This course also focuses on the inter-relationships of human needs, wants, values and goals as they 
apply to the management of personal and financial resources. 

 
OFFICE SOFTWARE APPLICATIONS (DA 106)                   College Credit: Yes for Grades 11 & 12 
Grades 9-12        SUNY ERIE 
Credit: 1 Unit         
Prerequisite:  None 
Course Description: This course is designed to help students improve keyboarding skills and become proficient in 
practical business applications.  Microsoft Office 365 will be used to perform a variety of activities, which are helpful in 
everyday life, school projects and reports, as well as future careers.  Microsoft Office 2016 contains word processing 
(Microsoft Word), spreadsheet (Excel), database (Access), and graphic presentation components (PowerPoint). 
 

ACCOUNTING (BU 120)       College Credit: Yes for Grades 11 & 12 
Grades 9-12        SUNY ERIE 
Credit: 1 Unit of CTE or Math       
Prerequisite:  None 
Course Description:  The purpose of this course is to introduce the students to accounting concepts, principles and 
practices.  The focus is upon the accounting cycle, the recording process, financial statement preparation and payroll & 
cash control.  This course will also utilize computer spreadsheets to create journals, ledgers and financial statements. 
*College credit is offered through a partnership with Erie Community College.  In order to receive college credit (3 
credit hours) for this course, students must fulfill ECC Advanced Studies Requirements. 
Accounting (BU 120) as a Math Credit 
*Accounting has also been Board Approved to be used to fulfill a Non-Regents Math Credit. 
Prerequisite: completion of two years of traditional mathematics courses and Principal approval. 

 
BUSINESS AND PERSONAL LAW (PA 101)     COLLEGE CREDIT:  YES FOR GRADES 11 & 12 
GRADES: 11-12 PREFERRED                         SUNY ERIE 
CREDIT: 1 UNIT         
PREREQUISITE:  NONE 
Course Description: This course is an introduction to the study of law as it relates to society, with special emphasis on 
business applications. In the study of law, students will develop an understanding of law and its effects on the 
student’s personal, family and occupational pursuits. General areas that are covered will include an overview of law 
(criminal & civil), court systems and procedures, contracts, sales, agents and agencies, employment law and several 
other aspects of personal law.  
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COLLEGE SUCCESS SKILLS (GS 111)     COLLEGE CREDIT:  YES FOR GRADES 11 & 12 

Grades:  11-12 Preferred       SUNY ERIE 

Credit:  1/2 Unit         

Prerequisite:  None 

Course Description:  This course provides an opportunity for students to learn and adopt methods and strategies to promote 

personal growth and success in college and in life.  Topics include learning styles, problem solving, creativity, cultural diversity, 

time/task management, methods of inquiry and critical thinking, academic policies and procedures. 

*College credit is offered through a partnership with Erie Community College. In order to receive college credit (3 credit 

hours) for this course, students must fulfill ECC Advanced Studies Requirements. 

 

SPORTS AND ENTERTAINMENT MARKETING 

Grades 9-12        College Credit: None 

Credit: ½ Unit         

Prerequisite: None 

Course Description: Sports and Entertainment Marketing is a specialized course designed to offer students an opportunity to 

gain knowledge and develop skills related to the growing sports and entertainment industry. This course helps students 

develop an extensive understanding of marketing concepts and theories that apply to sports, entertainment and 

business.  Areas covered in this course include the basics of marketing, target marketing and segmentation, sponsorship, 

event marketing, promotion and marketing plans.  It also includes college and amateur sports marketing, professional sports 

marketing, public image, the entertainment industry, entertainment marketing, and legal issues for sports and entertainment.  

This course is supported by a digital platform. This digital platform accelerates student engagement, transforms their learning 

experience, and propels students toward a brighter future.   

 

ENTREPRENEURSHIP 

Grades 9-12        College Credit: None 

Credit: ½ Unit         

Prerequisite: None 

Course Description: Entrepreneurship is a course that encourages students to examine all the major steps involved in starting 

a business. This course allows students to explore traits of successful entrepreneurs and to create their own business plan. 

Areas covered in this course include types of business ownership, marketing, operations, and finance. It also offers abundant 

real-life examples that put the content in a format that students can relate to and incorporate the framework for 21st century 

learning to help prepare students for the real world. 
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ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS 

 
 
 

 
ENGLISH 9                      Credit: 1 Unit             

Exam: District                                
Course Description:  English 9 is a required course. Intensive development of writing and research skills is emphasized. In 
addition, students continue to study a variety of literature as well as the use of literary terminology within the various 
readings.  
 
ENGLISH 9 HONORS                     Credit: 1 Unit            

Exam: District         
Prerequisite:  Successful completion of English 8 with a final grade of 85% or higher; Grade 8 ELA score of 3 or higher  
                       Teacher recommendation 
Course Description:  English 9 Honors is an enhanced version of the foundations level course in preparation for the NYS 
English Language Arts assessment. Intensive development of writing skills is emphasized.  
 
ENGLISH 10                    Credit: 1 Unit            

Exam: District                           
Prerequisite: Successful completion of English 9                                  
Course Description:  English 10 continues to develop the basic writing and research skills that were the focus in English 9.  
 
ENGLISH 10 PRE-AP                       Credit: 1 Unit            

Exam: District         
Prerequisite:  Successful completion of English 9 with a final grade of 85% or higher; Teacher recommendation 
Course Description:  English 10 Honors is an enhanced version of the second level course in preparation for the NYS English 
Language Arts assessment. Intensive development of writing and research skills is emphasized. Additional independent 
reading provides an additional challenge.  
 
 
ENGLISH 11 REGENTS       Credit: 1 Unit            

Exam: Regents Comprehensive Exam                                                       
Prerequisite:   Successful completion of English 10        
Course Description:  English 11 prepares students for the Regents Common Core Exam. Basic skills in vocabulary, spelling, 
grammar, and reading comprehension are reviewed and strengthened. Composition skills, such as the organization and 
development of the multi-paragraph essay and in-depth evaluation of literature are also stressed. Literature is chosen from a 
variety of genres and authors, with emphasis on American Literature.  
 
 
ENGLISH AP ENGLISH LANGUAGE AND COMPOSITION                   Credit: 1 Unit, Possible College Credit 
Exam: Regents Exam                                       
Prerequisite:  Successful completion of English 10 H             
Course Description:  English 11 AP prepares students for the Regents Common Core Examination and the College Board 
Advanced Placement Exam. Students will learn about the elements of argument and composition as they develop critical 
reading and writing skills. Students will read American Literature and other independent reading selections.  
   
ENGLISH 12        Credit: 1 Unit     
Exam: District         
Prerequisite: Successful completion of English 11 
Course Description:  English 12 is focused on preparing students for life beyond high school. The focus on writing skills 
moves from essay writing to research-based writing and SAT preparation.  
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CREATIVE WRITING (ENGLISH ELECTIVE)/ EN 140-CREATIVE WRITING I                             

Grades 11, 12                      College Credit: 3 

Credit: ½ Unit                      SUNY ERIE 

 
Creative writing is a course designed to help students enhance their knowledge of different types of writing - both fun and practical.  
Students will explore their emotions by writing various types of genres and learning to edit a piece of literature from the idea in their 
head to the finished piece of which they may be proud.   
 
 
DRAMA (ENGLISH ELECTIVE) / DT 101-INTRODUCTION TO DRAMA AND THEATER                                                                                                                      

Grades 11, 12        College Credit: 3 

Credit: ½ Unit        SUNY ERIE 

 
Drama is designed to help students enhance their knowledge of the history of Drama and the Performing Arts in general – movies, 
television and the recording industry.  Throughout this course you will be involved with learning about the dramatic arts and will also 
be responsible for producing various writing projects related to the dramatic arts. 
 

 

MODERN AMERICAN AUTHORS (ENGLISH ELECTIVE)  

Grades 11, 12        College Credit: None 

Credit: ½ Unit         

 
Modern American Authors is a course designed to help students enhance their knowledge of literature and the American 
Experience.  Writing in this course is geared toward the critical thinking and analytical skills.  
 

 

JOURNALISM (ENGLISH ELECTIVE)  

Grades 11, 12        College Credit: None 

Credit: ½ Unit         

 
Journalism: This course will focus on the principles of journalism through the development of school publications, including a school 
newspaper, and/or works related to the school website. Students will create original stories using varied writing techniques. 
Students will learn to create computer-generated layouts and graphics. 
 
EN 100 – Composition I: Rhetorical Strategies                                                              Credit Hours: 3 ECC 

Grades 11 & 12 

A course designed to provide writing skills appropriate for all SUNY Erie programs. The course will emphasize the use of rhetorical 

strategies in development of ideas, career-appropriate writing, writing about literature, and the ability to analyze and utilize diverse 

cultural perspectives. Reading selections support the aims of the course.  

Fulfills SUNY General Education – Basic Communication. 

 

 

EN 101 - Composition of the Humanities                                                                     Credit Hours: 3 ECC 

Grades 11 & 12 

This course is a continuation of composition studies focusing on reading, analyzing and writing about the humanities. Students will 

have direct instruction in writing, research, oral discourse and communication ethics in an academic context with an emphasis on 

responding critically and analytically to various humanities disciplines such as art, literature and music. Fulfills the following SUNY 

General Education categories: Basic Communication or Humanities. 

 Note: A course can only be used to fulfill one General Education category. Prerequisites: EN 100 or EN 110. 
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ENGLISH AS A NEW LANGUAGE 

English as a Second Language:  
Credit:  Based on placement level (please refer to chart on pg. 8) 
 
Exam: NYSESLAT 
English as a Second Language (ESL) is for students who have limited English proficiency because of foreign birth or ancestry. 
ESL-1 is designed for students at the beginner level of English language proficiency. Students attend two periods each day. 
Employing listening, speaking, reading and writing, instruction includes survival skills, basic structure of English, vocabulary 
development, enrichment of background knowledge and American culture.  ESL- 2 is designed for students at the 
intermediate level of English language proficiency. Students attend two periods a day. Students are introduced to a variety or 
genres such as short stories, poetry, essays, news articles, novels and drama, with a foundational approach to reading and 
writing strategies for each literary form.  
 
Opportunities for the development in the skills of listening, speaking, reading and writing are given each day. ESL-3 is 
designed for students at the advanced level of English language proficiency. Students attend one period each day. A seminar 
class, students apply listening, speaking, reading and writing skills to research and discuss topical issues. Students in ESL-3 
are also required to take an English Language Arts class at their grade level.  
 
Students advance to the next level based on the New York State ESL Assessment Test (NYSESLAT) in May. Students can only 
exit the ESL program by testing Proficient on the NYSESLAT in listening, speaking, reading, and writing. 
 
 
 
 
 

     LIBRARY  
________________________________________________________  

 
 
MEDIA & RESEARCH SKILLS                                                                                                                       

Grades 10,11,12       College Credit: None 

Credit: ½ Unit         

Course Description: Through this course the librarian will teach students how to use the resources in the library to conduct 
research. Students will learn to evaluate the source of information and determine the validity. Students will participate in 
project based learning.  
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FAMILY AND CONSUMER SCIENCES

 
FOOD & NUTRITION  
Exam: District          
Credit: 1/2 Unit         
Grades: 9 – 12 
Course Description:  This course will help you develop an understanding of sound nutritional concepts through many hands-
on experiences related to food and nutrition. You will explore nutritional requirements for people of various ages and needs, 
learn about the dietary guidelines, which promote long-term wellness, and plan, purchase, prepare, serve, and evaluate a 
wide variety of foods. Careers related to food and nutrition and how they match up with your personal characteristics and 
skills will also be studied. 
 

CHILD DEVELOPMENT 
Grades: 11-12 Preferred        
Credit: 1/2 Unit           
Prerequisite: None  
Course Description: This course introduces students to responsible nurturing and basic applications of child development 
theory with children from infancy through age six. Areas of study include parenthood decisions, child care issues, prenatal 
development and care, and development and care of infants, toddlers, and children three through six. Emphasis is on 
responsibilities of parents, readiness for parenting, and the influence parents have on children while providing care and 
guidance.  

 
INDEPENDENT LIVING 
Grades 9-12        College Credit: None 
Credit: ½ Unit         
Prerequisite: None 
Course Description: This course offers students practical information that students will need as independent adults. Students 
will gain knowledge and skills needed for living on one’s own and with others. Being a well-informed consumer is 
emphasized throughout the semester. Students will understand how to make wise decisions using the rational decision-
making process. One very important unit deals with choosing the right career and how to be a competent employee. 
Management of available resources is studied; includes time, money, and energy. Principles regarding menu planning, 
purchasing food, and food preparation is also included in this semester. 
This Independent Living course was developed to prepare young adults for making decisions for their future.  The 
responsibilities of being independent and managing resources are strongly emphasized. Students will have the opportunity 
to research the expenses of finding a place to live, choosing insurance companies, furnishing an apartment or home, buying a 
new car and more. This course will also explore maintaining checking and savings accounts, paying taxes and keeping a 
budget. 
 
GLOBAL AND GOURMET FOODS 

GRADES 9-12        COLLEGE CREDIT: NONE 

CREDIT: ½ UNIT         

PREREQUISITE: NONE                                                                                                                                                                                                           Course Description: 

The Global and Gourmet Foods course introduces students to the ways in which the culture and traditions of regions and countries 

influence food choices. Students will identify and prepare foods from various regions and countries to compare cuisines, ingredients 

used, and preferred cooking methods. Students will also examine the issues and conditions which affect the availability and quality 

of food in the global market. Current issues related to global nutrition from production through consumption will be explored. 

Through this investigation, students will understand and appreciate diverse cultures. Students will have the opportunity to examine 

the wide variety of career paths in the global and gourmet foods fields and identify the knowledge and skills necessary for success 

within these fields 
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FOREIGN LANGUAGES 

 
 
 
SPANISH I           
Exam: Regional         
Credit: 1 Unit         
Grade: 9  Required 
Prerequisite:  None 
Course Description This class is a graduation requirement for any student who has not earned their foreign language 
credit/Checkpoint A.  Students will practice reading, writing, speaking, and listening in the target language.  Focus is on 
teaching meaning. Students are introduced, and then reintroduced, to topics and situations listed below. Students are 
expected to function at levels set forth in the New York State Syllabus for Modern Languages, and students will take the 
Checkpoint A exam in June.  
  
 
SPANISH 2           
Exam: District         
Credit: 1 Unit         
Grade: 9 - 12 
Prerequisite:  Spanish IB/Spanish I 
 
Students will progress in reading, writing, listening, and speaking. They will also enhance their knowledge and understanding 
of the target culture with emphasis placed upon the history and culture of Spain. Topics from 1A, 1B, and/or Level 1 are 
expanded to a higher level with focus on higher-level verb conjugations and grammatical concepts.  

 
SPANISH 3            
Exam: Regional         
Credit: 1 Unit         
Grade: 10 - 12 
Prerequisite:  Spanish 2 
Course Description: The Level 3 Regents course concentrates on preparing students for the Comprehensive Local Exam. 
Students will perfect their listening, speaking and writing skills through a variety of activities. Topics will continue to be 
expanded upon. Culture is stressed. 
 
 
SPANISH IV (5016) 1 CREDIT                                NIAGARA UNIVERSITY (NUSTEP)   

College Credit: Yes (NUSTEP)                                                                    
Exam: Niagara University 
Credit: 1 Unit of HS credit and 3 N.U. semester hours        
Pre-requisite: Students must pass Spanish III and the Final exam with a 65 or higher.   

 

This is an advanced course for those students looking to sharpen their skills in the four areas of language learning: reading, writing, 

listening, and speaking. Students will develop advanced grammar skills and continue to strengthen their vocabulary through formal 

and informal instruction. Review and expansion of communication skills through materials reflecting the history, literature, and 

culture of the Hispanic world.   Students will read several short stories in Spanish and they will engage in and conduct informal 

discussion. Students will also identify literary elements within those stories, compare, contrast, and analyze the works through 

formal and informal writing and essays. Students will gain knowledge of culture in Latin America and the diversity of the countries 

within it. This course is conducted mostly in Spanish. 
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Arabic Language and Culture 
Exam: Local 
Credit: 1  
Prerequisite:  None 
Course Description This course meets the graduation requirement for any student who has not earned their foreign 
language credit/Checkpoint A.  Students will practice reading, writing, speaking, and listening in the target language.  Focus is 
on teaching meaning and learning culture.   
 
Hispanic Culture and Travel 
Exam: Local 
Credit: 1  
Prerequisite:  None 
Course Description: This elective course will take students on a virtual travel pass through the Hispanic World. Students will 
learn about local culture, food, and requirements to travel. Students will practice basic speaking and listening in the target 
language.  
 
 

 

HEALTH EDUCATION & PHYSICAL EDUCATION    

 
Physical Education 
The goal of the Lackawanna High School Health and Physical Education staff is to facilitate the students of the school in 
acquiring the necessary knowledge and skills to enable them to become successful and productive citizens in any community. 
The high school staff plans to accomplish this through the use of the three standards set forth by the New York State 
Education Department. These standards are as follows: 
 1.  Maintain personal health and fitness 
 2.  Maintain a safe and healthy environment 
 3.  Maintain personal and community resources  
 
 
PHYSICAL EDUCATION  
Credit: 1/2 Unit         
Grade: 9 - 12 
Course Description: The four years of physical education provide students with opportunities to develop an individual 
optimal level of physical fitness, acquire knowledge of physical fitness concepts, and acquire knowledge of significance of 
lifestyle on one’s health and fitness. Students will learn the importance of physical fitness as it relates to health problems 
associated with inadequate fitness levels as well as the psychological values of physical fitness including stress management 
and sound nutritional practices. Physical, mental, social and emotional development are integral parts of general education, 
these areas can better be developed. Some activities included in the curriculum include the following: 
 Badminton  Flag Football Team Handball  
            Basketball  Floor Hockey Tennis  

Cooperative Games                                 Lacrosse                                                                Track & Field                                           
Dance  Soccer Fitnessgram                                                           
Ultimate Frisbee/Kan-Jam                      Volleyball                                                             Yoga 

 Wiffleball  Strength/Conditioning Weight Training                                                   
Swimming                                                                                                                                                                                                   

 

*Physical Education credit must be attained in grades 9-12 to meet graduation requirements. 
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YOGA I & II                                                                                                                  COLLEGE CREDIT: 2 
Exam: ECC 
Credit: 1/2 Unit         
Grade: 11, 12 
Prerequisite: PE 9-12  
Course Description: A course designed to teach the student a variety of yoga postures and yoga breathing techniques to help 
contribute to their overall fitness, with an emphasis on stretching the muscles and strengthening the body’s core.  
 
 
HEALTH 
Exam: District 
Credit: 1/2 Unit         
Grade: 9 - 12 
Prerequisite: none  
Course Description: Health education explores physical and mental health, sociological health problems, environmental and 
community health and education for survival.  Also included are such topics as: nutrition, disease prevention and control 
personality structure and mental well-being, and substances abuse (alcohol, drugs, tobacco, junk food, etc.)   
 
 

*All students must pass this course prior to graduation. 
 

 

MATHEMATICS 

A student must complete a minimum of three units of mathematics in grades 9-12 in order to graduate. 
 
PRE-ALGEBRA           
Exam: District          
Credit: 1 Unit         
Grade Recommended: 9 
Prerequisite:  Satisfactory completion of eighth grade mathematics                                    
Course Description:  The curriculum is designed to strengthen the basic algebra concepts necessary to ensure a solid 
foundation for success in the CCLS Algebra I course.  At the conclusion of this course the students must successfully complete 
a district final exam. 
 
 
ALGEBRA I         
Exam: Regents          
Credit: 1 Unit         
Grade Recommended: 9 
Prerequisite:  Satisfactory completion of eighth grade mathematics or Pre-Algebra                                    
Course Description:  The fundamental purpose of this course is to formalize and extend the mathematics that students learned in 
the middle grades. Because it is built on the middle grade standards, this is a more ambitious version of Algebra I than has generally 
been offered. The critical areas, called units, deepen and extend understanding of linear and exponential relationships by 
contrasting them with each other and by applying linear models to data that exhibit a linear trend, and students engage in methods 
for analyzing, solving, and using quadratic functions. The Mathematical Practice Standards apply throughout each course and, 
together with the content standards, prescribe that students experience mathematics as a coherent, useful, and logical subject that 
makes use of their ability to make sense of problem situations. 
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GEOMETRY         
Exam: Regents          
Credit: 1 Unit         
Grade Recommended: 10 
Prerequisite:  Satisfactory completion of CCLS Algebra I                                     
Course Description: The fundamental purpose of the course in Geometry is to formalize and extend students’ geometric experiences 
from the middle grades. Students explore more complex geometric situations and deepen their explanations of geometric 
relationships, moving towards formal mathematical arguments. Important differences exist between this Geometry course and the 
historical approach taken in Geometry classes. For example, transformations are emphasized early in this course. Close attention 
should be paid to the introductory content for the Geometry conceptual category found in the high school CCSS. The Mathematical 
Practice Standards apply throughout each course and, together with the content standards, prescribe that students experience 
mathematics as a coherent, useful, and logical subject that makes use of their ability to make sense of problem situations. 
 
ALGEBRA 2 / MT125 - COLLEGE MATHEMATICS     COLLEGE CREDITS: 4                                                                                                                                                                                                            
SUNY ERIE 
Exam: Regents Exam in Algebra II & ECC Final Exam          
Credit: 1 Unit         
Grade Recommended: 11 
Prerequisite:  Satisfactory completion of Integrated Geometry/CCLS Geometry                                    
Course Description:  The curriculum is divided into nine strands.  Each strand is then sub-divided by content.  The course 
uses a problem-solving approach that goes beyond rote learning to ensure that students have a deeper understanding of the 
concepts and workings of mathematics.  The course is a year-long course which will include critical knowledge in 
measurement, statistics, and probability, in addition to algebra and trigonometry.  At the conclusion of this course the 
students will take the NYS Integrated Algebra 2 and Trigonometry assessment.   
 
PRE-CALCULUS / MT 180-PRE-CALCULUS MATHEMATICS                                                        COLLEGE CREDIT: 4     
                                                                                          SUNY ERIE 
Exam: District          
Credit: 1 Unit         
Grade Recommended: 11, 12 
                                    
Course Description:  Calculus is concerned with the study of change and motion. In this course students will be given 
preliminary study in limits and derivatives and techniques in problem solving and application. The students will also have 
hands-on experience with the graphing calculator. Students must successfully complete a district final exam.  
 
CALCULUS          
Exam: District        Prerequisite: Pre-Calculus  
Credit: 1 Unit         
Grade Recommended: 12 
 
Course Description: This course is intended for the senior who would like to gain exposure to calculus without the rigor of 
the AP program. It will include many of the same topics as AP Calculus; however, the level of depth into some of the topics 
will not be as intense. 
 
APPLIED MATHEMATICAL CONCEPTS          
Exam: District          
Credit: 1 Unit         
Grade Recommended: 10, 11, 12 
Prerequisite:  Successful completion of Integrated Algebra/CCLS Algebra I                                    
Course Description:  This course is intended for those eleventh or twelfth graders who have successfully completed CCLS 
Algebra I.  The major emphasis is geometric applications.  Students will understand and apply common themes through 
interdisciplinary problem-solving.  Students must successfully complete a district final exam.  *** This course is not approved 
by the NCAA***; Student athletes interested in playing college sports must take CCLS Geometry to be eligible for the NCAA 
clearinghouse. 
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ADVANCED MATHEMATICAL APPLICATIONS 
Exam: District          
Credit: 1 Unit         
Grade Recommended: 11, 12 
Prerequisite:  Successful completion of Applied Mathematical Concepts                                    
Course Description:  This course follows Applied Mathematical Concepts.  The material covered addresses the Algebra 2 and 
Trigonometric topics.  The concepts in this course will be helpful to students going on to a two or four year school as well as 
those entering the job market.  Students must successfully complete a district final exam. 
 
CONSUMER MATHEMATICS 
EXAM: DISTRICT 
CREDIT: 1 UNIT         
GRADE RECOMMENDATION:  12 
PREREQUISITE: RECOMMENDATION 
COURSE DESCRIPTION: The Lackawanna High School Consumer Math course is an elective Math course designed to help 
students understand how mathematical techniques are used in everyday life. Topics covered are: Income, Budgets, Checking 
Accounts, Paying Bills, Savings Accounts, Income Tax, Discount, Sales Tax, Tipping, Rent, Mortgage, Insurance, Bank Services, 
Loans/ Credit Cards, Meal Preparation, and Comparison Shopping. The goal of the class is to prepare students with financial 
literacy necessary after high school. 
 

 
 

 
                                    

MUSIC 

 
SENIOR HIGH BAND 
Credit: 1 Unit         
Grade Recommended: 9 - 12 
Elective 
Prerequisite: Middle School Band or approval from the director                                    
Course Description:  The Senior High School Band is for serious students in grades 9 through 12 who would like to continue 
their instrumental music education from the Middle School Band. Students who elect to be in band should have the desire to 
learn the skills and knowledge necessary to perform a band instrument individually and in a large ensemble at the high 
school level. 
 
The band is scheduled to rehearse during the regular school schedule. Students are also scheduled for one small group 
lesson during the regular school day each week. 
 
A variety of band music is learned and performed throughout the school year. It is the responsibility of each band student to 
learn and prepare every selection to the best of his/her ability. Excellent behavior, a positive attitude, consistent attendance 
and a commitment to practice are expected from all band students. 
 
The band performs two public concerts each year: The Annual Holiday Concert and The Annual Spring Concert. The band also 
performs for school assemblies and community events. Extracurricular activities within the band program include a Jazz 
Ensemble (by audition or approval from the director), participation in Erie County Music Festivals and the opportunity to 
perform a solo for a New York State Music Evaluation.        
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MUSIC IN OUR LIVES        
Credit: 1 Unit         
Exam: District 
Grade Recommended: 9 - 12 
Core Subject 
Prerequisite: None                                    
Course Description:  Music in Our Lives is a full year course that provides a variety of musical experiences such as: 

1) Understanding the elements of music 
a. Rhythm 
b. Melody 
c. Harmony 
d. Form 
e. Timbre 

2) Learning basic keyboard skills 
3) Understanding and gaining an appreciation for the history of music and how it developed into the music of today  

 
Music in Our Lives will provide students with the opportunity to create, perform and experience music in the classroom 
setting. Classroom grading will be based upon attendance, classroom participation, projects, in class assignments and 
behavior.  
 
 
 
 

VOCAL & INSTRUMENTAL TECHNIQUES        
Credit: 1 Unit         
Exam: District 
Grade Recommended: 11 - 12 
Prerequisite: Must be an active band or chorus member or a Junior/Senior upon approval of the Music Instructors.                                    
Course Description:  Vocal and Instrumental Techniques is a class to accommodate BOCES conflicts for Band/Chorus and to 
better prepare future college music majors for the rigorous auditions and music theory entrance exams. The class consists of 
seven sections: 
 

1) Vocal Techniques 
2) Instrumental Techniques 
3) Music Theory 
4) Dictation 

5) Sight Singing 
6) Choral and Band Music 
7) Instrumental and Vocal Solos 

 
 

SENIOR HIGH CHORUS        
Credit: 1 Unit         
Grade Recommended: 9 - 12 
Prerequisite: Prior vocal music experience and/or approval from the director. Experience(s) may include school choruses, 
church choirs or the Way-Off Broadway Players.  
 
Senior High Chorus is for serious students in grades 9 through 12 who would like to sing in a large vocal ensemble. Students 
who elect to be in chorus should have a desire to learn the skills and knowledge necessary to sing as an individual as well as 
within a large musical ensemble. See chorus director for more information about joining the ensemble. 
 
Course Description:  The chorus is scheduled to rehearse during the regular school schedule. After school rehearsals may be 
required before a scheduled performance.  
 
A variety of vocal music from many different styles and genres will be learned and performed throughout the school year. It 
is the responsibility of each chorus member to learn and prepare every selection to the best of his/her ability. Excellent 
behavior, a positive attitude, consistent attendance and a commitment to practice are expected from all chorus members. 
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The chorus performs two public concerts each year: two of which will include The Annual Holiday Concert and The Annual 
Spring Concert. Additional performances may be scheduled at the discretion of the director. Attendance and participation at 
concerts is required for all students in this course. Extracurricular activities within the choral program include participation in 
the Erie County Music Festival and the opportunity to perform a solo for a New York State Music Evaluation. 
 
Grading reflects the quality of course work. Such work is based on New York State Learning Standards for the Arts in Music. 
All successful students will achieve these New York State Learning Standards throughout the year with objectives that will 
include the following, but are not limited to these listed activities: 

1. Participation in concert production as a performer 
2. Use print and electronic media, including recordings, in school and community libraries to gather and report 

information on music and musicians 
3. Read and write critiques of music that display a broad knowledge of musical elements, genres, and styles 
4. Identify from performances or recordings the cultural contexts of a further varied repertoire of folk, art, and 

contemporary selections from the basic cultures that represent the peoples of the world.  
 
 

 
 

SCIENCE 

In accordance with NYS Regulations:  In order to qualify for a diploma at graduation, each student must have earned three 
(3) units of credit in science as follows and pass one Regents Exam: 

➢ One unit must be from a Life Science, one unit must be from Physical Science, AND the third may be from either. 
 
REGENTS EARTH SCIENCE & LAB  
Credit: 1 Unit 
Exam: Regents    
Grade Recommendation: 9-10 
Prerequisite: None 
Course Description: The major topics covered will include geography, geology, meteorology and astronomy. Students will 
explore many themes relative to the Earth, solar system and weather. Instruction will utilize demonstrations, investigations, 
lecture, movies, and laboratory experiences. 
 
REGENTS LIVING ENVIRONMENT & LAB  
Credit: 1 Unit 
Exam: Regents    
Grade Recommendation: 9-10 
Prerequisite: None 
Course Description: Living Environment is the study of the structure and function of all living things. It includes the study of 
many types of plants and animals and how they are interrelated. The human body is also discussed in detail along with 
heredity; the theories of evolution of all living forms, ecology and the biochemical process involved in life functions. 
Laboratory exercises are correlated with the material covered in class. 
 
REGENTS PHYSICS & LAB (Includes Enrichment Units in Engineering and Drones)       
Credit: 1 Unit         
Exam: Regents 
Grade Recommended: 11 - 12 
Prerequisite: Regents Earth Science or Regents Living Environment and passing Algebra score     
Recommended: CCLS Geometry and passing CCLS Algebra Regents                    
Course Description: The objectives of Physics extend beyond a minimal comprehension of basic facts and principles. The 
development of critical thinking skills is the most important outcomes in the study of Physics. The scope of the course 
material consists of mechanics, heat, transfer of energy by wave motion, electricity, alternating current and electronics, and 
nuclear energy. 
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REGENTS CHEMISTRY & LAB        
Credit: 1 Unit         
Exam: Regents 
Grade Recommended: 10 - 12 
Prerequisite: Regents Earth Science or Regents Living Environment and Passing Algebra score                                    
Recommended: CCLS Geometry and Passing CCLS Algebra Regents 
Course Description: This course is a study of the theoretical aspects of Chemistry and their mathematical applications. The 
course is divided into eleven main units and lab. The main topics are: Matter and Energy, Atomic Structure, Bonding, Periodic 
Table, Mathematics of Chemistry, Kinetics and Equilibrium, 19 Acids and Bases, Redox and Electrochemistry, Organic 
Chemistry, Applications of Chemical Principles and Nuclear Chemistry. The course of study is geared primarily to the 
academic student.  

 
PRE LIVING ENVIRONMENT 
Credit: 1 Unit         

Grade Recommended:  9  

Prerequisite: None 

 

Course Description: Pre-Living Environment is a course that provides students the opportunity to get a better understanding of the 

Living Environment before taking the Regents level course.  This course is designed to engage students with the more difficult topics 

of Living Environment.  The Living Environment involves all of the living things that exist on the planet and how they work together 

to keep Earth a “living” planet.  This course will help students understand topics that will be discussed at a much faster pace in 

Regents Living Environment.  Students will understand the parts of the Scientific Method and its importance in conducting 

experiments and making new discoveries.  Students will also learn about the human body and how each individual cell plays a role in 

the overall function of the entire body. 

 
PHYSICAL SCIENCE A & B 
Exam: District 
Credit: ½ per semester                                    
Grade: 9 – 12 
Prerequisite: none, but Living Environment and Earth Science are strongly recommended 
Course Description:  These courses are designed to each fulfill half of the third required science credit.  Students who 
register for Physical Science A also should register for Physical Science B.  This is a non-Regents level course that covers 
selected topics in chemistry and physics, aligned with Next Generation Science Standards.  Students will develop useable 
knowledge that can be applied to life and career situations and will prepare them for upper level science courses.  Physical 
Science A and B are separate courses that compliment, but are not dependent on, each other. 
 
ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE A & B  
Credit: .5 Unit per Semester         
Grade Recommended: 9 - 12 
Prerequisite: None, but Living Environment and Earth Science are strongly recommended.                                   
Course Description:  Environmental Science is the study of how humans interact with the environment and how the Earth 
functions in harmony with the environment. We study how humans have impacted the Earth’s environment and how we can 
reduce the impact that humans have on the environment.  
 
FORENSIC SCIENCE 
Exam: District 
Credit: .5                                     
Grade: 9 – 12 
Prerequisite: none 
Course Description: This course will introduce students to the disciplines and techniques of forensics, coding and 
cybersecurity. Forensic science is the application of science to criminal and civil laws. Forensic scientists collect, preserve, 
and analyze scientific evidence during the course of an investigation. While some forensic scientists travel to the scene to 
collect the evidence themselves, others occupy a purely analytical role, performing lab measurements and analysis on 
objects brought to them by other individuals. Students in this class will learn from hands-on activities the various ways that 
Forensic Science has become a part of our day to day lives. 
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INTRO TO STEM 
Exam: District 
Credit: 1                                     
Grade: 10 – 12 
Prerequisite: none 
Course Description: This course introduces students to the four areas of Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics 
through an interdisciplinary approach that will increase awareness, build knowledge, develop problem solving skills, and 
potentially awaken an interest in pursuing a career in STEM. Students will explore hands on kits in Animation, Artificial 
Intelligence, Coding, Cyber Security, Drones, Robotics, and Engineering Design.  
 
 
HUMAN BIOLOGY (BIO 101)                       College Credit: Yes 
Exam: N.U.        Niagara University (NUSTEP) 
Credit: 1 Unit of HS credit and 3 N.U. semester hours     
Grade: 12 
Prerequisite: passing grade on Regents Chemistry exam, or 85 final  
         average in Regents Chemistry/Teacher Recommendation  
    
Course Description:   
Human Biology is the study of basic functions of the human body in health and disease.  This course is designed to increase the 
student’s understanding of elementary human physiology.  It will emphasize the functional aspects of the body at the cellular, organ, 
and organ system levels.  It is designed as a terminal non-laboratory course for non-science students. This is a Niagara University 
course, with a college-level workload. 
 
Students must register with Niagara University, and pay a registration fee of $20.00. 
 
Tuition is separate from the registration fee and is waived for students with free or reduced lunch status.  2018 tuition was $65 
per credit hour.  **Cost of Course subject to change each year. 
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SOCIAL STUDIES 

Each high school student is required to complete four (4) years of social studies. These must include 1 unit 
of Global History I, 1 unit of Global History II Regents, 1 unit in US History & Government Regents, ½ unit in 

Economics and ½ unit in Government to fulfill this 4-unit requirement. 
 

GLOBAL HISTORY & GEOGRAPHY I 
Exam: District 
Credit: 1 Unit         
Grade Recommended: 9 
Course Description:  This course is the first half of the New York State Global History curriculum. Global History and 
Geography I will focus on the themes outlined in the New York State learning standards. This course will explore early man, 
and the dawn of civilizations through the Age of Revolutions. Geography and man’s interaction with the environment will 
also be explored. Successful completion is necessary for promotion to Global History & Geography II. 
 

GLOBAL HISTORY & GEOGRAPHY II REGENTS 
Exam: Regents 
Credit: 1 Unit         
Grade Recommended: 10 
Course Description:  This course is the second half of the New York State Global History curriculum. Global History & 
Geography II will focus on the themes outlined in the New York State Learning Standards. This course will begin with the Age 
of Revolutions and continue through to include present day problems and achievements. Geography and man’s interaction 
with the environment will also be explored.  
 

UNITED STATES HISTORY & GOVERNMENT REGENTS  
Exam: Regents 
Credit: 1 Unit         
Grade Recommended: 11 
Course Description: United States History & Government will include a chronological survey of the United States as a 
developing industrial nation. This course will include the Constitution and its principles as persistent themes in the historical 
development of the American nation and peoples, the working of the national government through historical applications, 
and the United States in world affairs. 
 

AP UNITED STATES HISTORY  
Exam: Regents and AP Exam 
Credit: 1 Unit         
Grade Recommended: 11 
Course Description: Study the cultural, economic, political, and social developments that have shaped the United States 
from 1491 to the present. You will analyze texts, visual sources, and other historical evidence and write essays expressing 
historical arguments.  
 

ECONOMICS 
Exam: District 
Credit: 1/2 Unit         
Grade Recommended: 11 -12 
Course Description:  Material in this course includes the role of market and government in the American economic system, 
comparison to other systems, a study of supply and demand, and training in useful consumer skills. Its purpose is to help 
students develop skills to be responsible economic decision-makers as employees, employers, investors, savers and 
consumers. 
**This is a required course for graduation** 
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PARTICIPATION IN GOVERNMENT 
Exam: District 
Credit: 1/2 Unit         
Grade Recommended: 11 -12 
Prerequisite: US History and Government 
Course Description:  This course develops students’ awareness of the principles of American Government. It covers topics of 
citizenship, political participation, and political behavior. This is a participation course and community service activities are 
required for successful completion of the course.  
**This is a required course for graduation** 
 

AP GOVERNMENT AND POLITICS  
Exam: AP Exam 
Credit: 1 Unit         
Grade Recommended: 11 -12 
Course Description: The Advanced Placement course in U.S. Government & Politics is designed to provide an analytical 
perspective on government and politics in the U.S. The course involves both the study of general concepts used to interpret 
U.S. politics and the analysis of specific case studies. It also requires a familiarity with the various institutions, groups, beliefs 
and ideas that constitute U.S. political reality. It is intended for qualified students who wish to complete studies in secondary 
school equivalent to a one-semester college introductory course in U.S. Government and Politics. Students will be required 
to take the AP Exam that is given in May. 
 

CRIMINAL JUSTICE / CR-150-INTRO TO CRIMINAL JUSTICE                                                                   COLLEGE CREDIT: 3 
Exam: District                                                                                                                        SUNY ERIE                                                                                                                      
Credit: 1/2 Unit         
Grade Recommended: 11 -12 
Prerequisite: US History and Government 
Course Description:  This course covers basic criminal justice concepts such as due process, the role of participants in the 
criminal justice system, and the impact of crime on society. Its purpose is to help students develop a rational attitude toward 
criminal justice issues and problems with which they are concerned, both as an individual and as a citizen.
 

PSYCHOLOGY   
Exam: District 
Credit: 1/2 Unit         
Grade Recommended: 11 -12 
Course Description:  Emphasis in this course will be placed on a variety of human-interest topics. Among these are:  
personality development, individual and group adjustment, mental illness, human emotions and contemporary issues. 
Activities will be student oriented. 
 

CIVICS   
Exam: Civics Capstone Project 
Credit: 1 Unit         
Grade Recommended: 11 -12 
Course Description: Emphasis in this course will focus on the four main areas of Civic Readiness, Civic Learning Civil Rights, 
and Civic Engagement. Civic readiness is the ability to make a positive difference in the public life of our communities 
through the combination of civic knowledge, skills and actions, mindsets, and experiences. Students are required to 
complete a capstone project that includes identifying a civic issue (problem) facing the community. Analyze a civic issue 
(problem), evaluate alternative solutions, design and/or execute a solution for this problem, and take informed action to 
address the civic issue.  
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SPECIAL EDUCATION SERVICES 

The review of the individual students’ programs and progress is an on-going process at Lackawanna High School. School 
personnel and parents engage in dialogue to determine student needs and to arrive at decisions and recommendations 
concerning placement, grouping, instructional strategies and materials. In the event a determination that all available 
resources are not meeting a student’s needs at the high school, a referral to the Committee on Special Education (CSE) on 
behalf of that student is initiated.  The student will then be evaluated by a multidisciplinary team consisting of, but not 
limited to, the school psychologist, a special education teacher, the general education teacher, speech pathologist, 
occupational therapist and physical therapist, in order to determine if that student is eligible for specialized instruction. If 
found to be eligible, Lackawanna High School presently provides its students with a full continuum of services as outlined in 
the NYS Commissioner’s Regulations.  The following special education services are provided to students with disabilities at 
the high school: 

• Related Services (Speech, Occupational Therapy, Physical Therapy, etc.) 

• Assistive Technology 

• Resource Room - Prescribed supplemental instruction in order to remediate specific areas of disability 

• Consultant Teacher Services (in-class collaboration with content area teachers) 

• Specialized Environments/Self Contained Classrooms 
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BOCES PROGRAMS 

These programs are available to 11th and 12th grade students.  To attend a BOCES program, you must tour a BOCES 
center. BOCES programs are especially suited to the student who is planning to enter the job market after 
graduation from high school.  Many students, however, decide to continue their education through apprentice 
programs or advanced study in post-high school trade schools, technical schools, community colleges and/or 
universities.  Students interested in attending BOCES must register with their school counselor at the time they are 
selecting their courses for the following year. 

ERIE 1 BOCES CAREER AND TECHNICAL EDUCATION PROGRAM        

www.e1b.org/cte 

BOCES Sample Schedule 
 

**Please note:  Any Student who will be attending BOCES in his/her senior year will be 
starting his/her school day at 7:20am instead of our normal 7:30am high school start time.   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 JUNIOR YEAR SENIOR YEAR 
 *LHS day starts @ 7:30AM *BOCES II (7:20 – 9:35) 
Period 1 English 11 “    “     “ 
Period 2 US History “   “    “ 
Period 3 Phys. Ed./Science Lab Arrive at LHS @ 9:50 a.m. 
Period 4 Math English 12 
Period 5-6 Science Economics/ Government 
Period 7 (Lunch) leave LHS @ 12:15 Lunch 
Period 8-9 BOCES 1 (12:30 – 2:30) Math 
Period 10 “    “    “ Science 
Period 11 Return from BOCES at 2:45pm Phys. Ed. 

http://www.e1b.org/cte
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Animal Science exposes students to careers in the veterinary and animal management fields.  This program 

teaches basic and advanced skills in nutrition, health and disease, animal handling and restraint, grooming, pet first 

aid and medical terminology.   

Available at: Harkness, Kenton, Potter 

 

Auto Technician Training will turn your love of cars, trucks, and technology into an exciting future in the auto 

industry.  

Available at: Harkness, Kenton, Potter 

 

Aviation Technology students experience flight firsthand along with the necessary maintenance procedures for 

today’s aircrafts.  New this year, students will delve into the technology behind unmanned aircrafts as the world of 

aviation continually evolves.  

Available at: Harkness 

 

Baking and Pastry Arts’ students discover all that goes into creating beautiful plated desserts as well as pastries, 

breads, cakes, cookies and more.   

Available at: Harkness, Kenton 

 

Barbering students learn the art of barbering from experienced instructors, guest speakers and Master Barbers 

who currently work in the industry.  Students as young as seventeen can obtain a Master Barber’s license by 

learning the NYS Board techniques and passing the NYS Master Barber’s practical exam.  

Available at: Harkness 

 

Building Trades students learn all aspects of the trade, from using hand and power tools, reading and 

understanding blueprints, rough framing and both interior and exterior finish.  

Available at: Harkness, Kenton, Potter 

 

Business, Management, and Marketing is the newest one-year program for honors-level seniors.  Students will be 

fully immersed in these areas, and the hospitality industry, via a series of work-based learning experiences 

designed to showcase the endless employment areas available across Western New York.   

Available at: New Visions, Off Campus 

 

Career Exploration allows students the opportunity to “test drive” up to 8 different programs over the course of 

the year.  Throughout the journey, teachers will help you navigate your next steps for college and career.   

Available at: Harkness, Kenton, Potter 

 

Collision Repair is now offered in partnership with iCar, Carubba Collision, Collision Masters, Gabe’s Collision, Joe 

Basil Chevrolet, and West Herr.   Together with these partners, Erie 1 BOCES’ new Collision Repair program offers 

an exciting pre-apprentice program for students.  

Available at: Harkness, Kenton, Potter 
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Connections gives honors-level seniors the opportunity to observe all aspects of the medical field in action.  

Students spend the year at either the Buffalo Niagara Medical Campus or Millard Fillmore Hospital working with 

medical professionals in the areas of their interest.  

Available at: New Visions, Off Campus 

 

Cosmetology students are part of the exciting and fashionable world of beauty.  Students hone their skills in the 

art and science of cutting, styling, and coloring hair in our live clinic, which is open to the public.  

Available at: Harkness, Kenton, Potter 

 

Criminal Justice students explore the major areas of the field including law enforcement, courts, corrections, 

investigations and forensics, homeland security and private security.   

Available at: Harkness, Kenton, Potter 

 

Culinary Arts brings new tastes and worldly adventures to the classroom every day.  Students will spend their time 

preparing and serving meals that look as good as they taste.   

Available at: Harkness, Kenton, Potter 

 

Cybersecurity and Networking prepares students for the Network+ and Cisco CCNA certification exams while 

teaching network design, hardware programming and network security.  Students will learn penetration testing 

and packet sniffing as a way to prevent unauthorized access to networks (hacking). 

Available at: Harkness 

 

 

Dental Laboratory Technology offers a complex combination of science, art, and craftsmanship while producing 

dental restorations that replace natural teeth.  

Available at: Harkness 

 

Digital Media students create killer graphics, stunning video and eye-popping animation alongside industry 

professionals. 

Available at: Harkness 

 

Early Childhood Education students run their own preschool and playgroups and participate in programs with the 

Buffalo Zoo, Children’s Hospital, and the YMCA.   

Available at: Harkness, Kenton 

 

Electrical Systems students apply their knowledge of electrical technology to all phases of the industry.  Instruction 

covers the principles of electricity, reading of blueprints and wiring diagrams, proper use of tools and equipment, 

basic principles of motor controls with ladder logic and emerging renewable technologies such as wind and solar 

power.   

Available at: Harkness, Potter 
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Electronics and Computer Technologies students explore the latest technology in personal computing, cellular 

communications, HDTV, virtual reality, Bluetooth, game mechanisms, and car audio/video systems. Students use 

soldering irons, hand tools, meters and oscilloscopes to build computers, robots, amplifiers, speakers, wireless 

devices, power supplies and more.  

Available at: Harkness 

 

Emergency Medical Services students build a foundation in emergency response methods and learn to function as 

part of the healthcare team including patience assessment, treatment and transportation. 

Available at: Kenton 

 

Engineering and Robotics students learn how things work and build real mechanisms and components formulated 

from their own ideas to fulfill a need or concept.  Students explore many areas of robotics manufacturing and 

engineering design using state-of-the-art computers, software, modeling, and prototyping.   

Available at: Harkness 

 

 

Fashion Design and Merchandising students learn how to dress, style, and create current trends for clients based 

on design elements and the fashion cycle.   

Available at: Harkness 

 

Health Careers students devote their first year to the study of all that is possible in the health care fields.   The 

second year, known as Basic Nursing Skills, is focused on the practice of clinical skills required in the profession.   

Available at: Harkness, Kenton, Potter 

 

Legal Academy gives honors-level seniors the opportunity to experience criminal justice and law-related fields 

while on campus at Canisius College and UB.  Students will also develop a network of professional connections 

through extensive field experiences across Western New York.  

Available at: New Visions, Off Campus 

 

Plumbing, Heating, and Air Conditioning is a lucrative, high demand trade.  In this program, students will learn the 

fundamentals of residential and light commercial plumbing, heating, and air conditioning installation, service, and 

repair.   

Available at: Potter 

 

Sports Science Careers students turn their love of health and fitness into a career in one of the fastest growing 

industries in the country with careers in physical therapy, sports medicine, and personal training.  

Available at: Kenton, Potter 

 

Video Production and Recording Arts is for creative students who love video, film, sound, and music.  While in the 

program, students learn to create and produce original films and music in our state-of-the-art lab.  

Available at: Harkness 

 



41 
 

Web Technologies and Game Programming is a fun and creative program that teaches students of all skill levels 

how to create dynamic Web sites. The foundations of programming are covered and students learn how to plan 

the logic of game design.   

Available at: Potter 

 

Welding students know that they hold much of the world together.  From buildings and bridges to airplanes and 

equipment, the career path of a welder is full of opportunities.   

Available at: Potter, Kenton 

 

Zoo Wildlife and Conservation Careers is a new program for honors-level seniors.  Students in this program 

consider the 23-acre Buffalo Zoo their home and explore the many career possibilities in animal care, wildlife 

conservation, and zoo operations.   

Available at: Off Campus, New Visions 

 

 

New Visions: Health Related Careers, 1-Year Programs for Honors Level Seniors 

The Erie 1 BOCES New Visions program connects qualified, highly-motivated high school seniors with mentoring 

professionals in the workplace and with local colleges and universities. These competitive, off-site programs 

integrate required English and Social Studies credits with targeted studies at locations such as Canisius College, 

Millard Fillmore Suburban Hospital, Buffalo Niagara Medical Campus and The Buffalo Zoo.  

More information is available by calling (716) 821-7375 or by speaking with your school guidance counselor.  




