
Government Syllabus (2022-2023) 
 

Contact Information  
Instructor: Mr. Smith 
Email: colby.smith@fillmorecentral.org  
 
Textbook: United States Government. Holt-McDougal. 2012 
 
History of Government in the United States: 
Government has many roles in our lives.  Its jobs include protecting the citizens, giving 
American citizens laws and rules to live by, enforcing those laws and rules, keeping our 
economy stable, making foreign policies, along with many other key functions.  Government is 
both loved and hated by the masses it rules over.  There are many different types of 
governments, and there are many different ways to govern. 
 
Course Description:  
In this class, we will primarily work with the government of the United States.  Throughout this 
course, we will look at the foundation of government, why we have the government we have, 
how our government keeps its branches balanced, and how laws are maintained and protected.  
We will also analyze our state government as well as the local government of Fillmore County.  
Students will compare and contrast the government of the United States in relation to other 
government bodies throughout the world.   
 
 Grading Policy: 
Summative – 60% of your grade will be comprised of summative assessments.  Summative 
assessments occur at the end of the learning process and could include but are not limited to 
the following examples: 
 
 Test       Presentations 
 Quizzes      Projects 
 
Formative – 20% of your grade will be comprised of formative assessments.  These assessments 
will be administered throughout the learning process (during our chapters and units) and can 
include but are not limited to the following examples: 
 
 Daily Work      Study Guides 
 Reviews       
 
Semester Final – 20% of your grade will represent your work on a semester final test.  This will 
be a comprehensive test of content covered during the semester. 
  



Class Rules/Expectations: 
1. Cell Phone Use 

i. Cell phones need to be kept away during learning instructional time. 
 

2. Laptops 
a. Laptops are to be used as a resource and learning tool. 

i. Students are allowed the opportunity to take notes using their laptops at 
the beginning of the course, if they choose to do so.  However, if students 
are using their laptops inappropriately, such as for online games, movies, 
messaging, shopping etc. all laptop privileges can and will be taken away.   

 
3. Be on time 

a. All students are to be in the classroom when the bell rings.  If you are not in the 
classroom or do not have a pass from another faculty member, you will be 
counted tardy. 

 
4. Be Responsible and Accountable 

a. All students are expected to get class work/tasks done by the due date assigned 
and in a quality manner.  Can I depend on you? 

b. I am available before school, during homeroom, and during 8th period if you 
need extra help. 

 
5. Be Respectful 

a. Be respectful to the teacher, other students, and their belongings. 
b. LISTEN!!! 

i. So much of how hard or how easy a concept is understood can be traced 
back to your listening skills. 

ii. When the teacher is talking, everyone else should be listening.  This 
applies when students are presenting course material as well; when they 
are presenting, no other students should be talking.  These are easy and 
simple signs of respect. 

 
 

  
 


