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WEEKLY COMMUNITY UPDATES 

November 12, 2021 

 
Thank you for your continued patience and grace as we focus on the safe return to school this year. There are so many 

positive things to share with our unique school community and we will continue to identify opportunities to celebrate 

student learning and highlight educator practice.  

 

ACCELERATING STUDENT LEARNING 

 

 
 
In order to empower students by putting them in the fast lane for the 2021-22 school year, we must focus our collective 

efforts on learning acceleration to develop assessment-capable visible learners. All schools have worked collaboratively 

to develop School Acceleration Plans that seek to answer the question, “how can we help students with gaps from the 

past succeed today”?  

 

Learning acceleration is an approach that gives students laser-focused instruction on the specific skills and content 

that they need to successfully access the new grade-level material. Learning acceleration is not giving students the 

same curriculum at a faster pace. All Collingswood and Oaklyn schools are in the process of making the shift to 

accelerate learning by replacing remedial instruction with challenging programs that take place during, before, or after 

school, as pull-out instruction, or in the place of electives. All schools will be implementing student learning strategies 

that generate more opportunities for productive struggle in the classroom (Video: Productive Struggle) 

  

 

 
 

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0?ui=2&ik=f4947ec496&attid=0.1&permmsgid=msg-f:1697755254443701098&th=178fa368a8ab736a&view=att&disp=safe&realattid=f_knt1mtkd4
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0?ui=2&ik=f4947ec496&attid=0.1&permmsgid=msg-f:1697755254443701098&th=178fa368a8ab736a&view=att&disp=safe&realattid=f_knt1mtkd4
https://youtu.be/61tPsgEhzfs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZEaJ_VASrR0


 

 

 

NURSING/ SCHOOL HEALTH SERVICES 

 
 

 

DAILY SYMPTOM CHECK-IN UPDATE 

 

The all-new Genesis COVID Daily Symptom Check-In is now active. It is 

available for all families (Preschool – Grade 12). The new module is user-

friendly and easy to access.  

 

For a video tutorial on how to use this new feature: CLICK HERE 

 

 

VACCINE UPDATE: APPROVAL AGES 5-11 

 
As a school community we continue to work together as we make 

progress in our battle against COVID-19. On October 29, the U.S. 

Food and Drug Administration authorized the emergency use of the 

Pfizer-BioNTech COVID-19 Vaccine for the prevention of COVID-

19 to include children 5 through 11 years of age. As a community 

service, the school district is partnering and planning with the 

Collingswood Borough and Camden County Health Department to 

host future vaccine clinics. Details will be forthcoming. We 

encourage families with questions or concerns to reach out to their 

pediatrician for more information. To support upcoming 

conversations with younger children about the COVID-19 vaccine, 

here are a few resources: 

 

• CNN Sesame Street Town Hall: The ABC’s of COVID 

Vaccine (Video) 

• CDC: COVID-19 Vaccines for Children and Teens (Link) 

• John Hopkins Medicine: COVID-19: What Parents Need to Know (Link) 

• National Geographic: Talking to Kids About Vaccines (Link) 

• USA Today: How to Talk to Your Children About Vaccines (Link) 

• Fox News: COVID-19 Vaccination and Young Children: What to Know (Link) 

 

 

PRESCHOOL/ EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION

 
 

WORKING WITH FRIENDS 
 
This week in preschool we 
worked with friends to play 
board games and build 
puzzles.  In Mrs. O’Malley’s 
room there was even a student-
led safety patrol created! What 
do you enjoy doing with your 
friends? 
 

   

 
 

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0?ui=2&ik=f4947ec496&attid=0.1&permmsgid=msg-f:1697755254443701098&th=178fa368a8ab736a&view=att&disp=safe&realattid=f_knt1mtkd4
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0?ui=2&ik=f4947ec496&attid=0.1&permmsgid=msg-f:1697755254443701098&th=178fa368a8ab736a&view=att&disp=safe&realattid=f_knt1mtkd4
https://5il.co/zv5s
https://www.fda.gov/news-events/press-announcements/fda-authorizes-pfizer-biontech-covid-19-vaccine-emergency-use-children-5-through-11-years-age
https://www.fda.gov/news-events/press-announcements/fda-authorizes-pfizer-biontech-covid-19-vaccine-emergency-use-children-5-through-11-years-age
https://youtu.be/yPlhRUF2aXA
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/recommendations/children-teens.html
https://www.hopkinsmedicine.org/health/conditions-and-diseases/coronavirus/covid19-vaccine-what-parents-need-to-know
https://www.nationalgeographic.com/family/article/talking-to-kids-about-vaccines-coronavirus
https://www.usatoday.com/story/life/health-wellness/2021/11/10/vaccine-kids-under-12-tell-kids-covid/6354568001/
https://www.foxnews.com/health/covid-19-vaccination-and-young-children-what-to-know


 

 

 

BUILDINGS & GROUNDS 

 

 
JOIN OUR TEAM, SUPPORT OUR SCHOOLS 

 

The Buildings & Grounds Department is seeking qualified professionals for 3 full-

time custodial positions. If you or someone you know are interested in supporting 

our schools, please apply online at www.collsk12.org or send an email to: 

khigginbotham@collsk12.org. The deadline for applications is 11/30/21.  

 

 

 

HIGH SCHOOL GYM UPDATE 

 

Our new bleachers arrived last week and we 

were able to coordinate installation over the 

NJEA Convention. The completion of this project 

along with the resurfacing of the wood flooring 

will have the Irvine Gym ready for all of our winter 

sport teams. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OAKLYN SCHOOL 

 
Ms. Woolslayer’s class enjoyed the nice autumn weather while taking a break from their studies.  Swinging, sliding, 

and climbing are great ways to exercise and socialize with friends!  After recess, these students were definitely ready 

to focus and hit the books!    

 

    
 

 

   

   

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0?ui=2&ik=f4947ec496&attid=0.1&permmsgid=msg-f:1697755254443701098&th=178fa368a8ab736a&view=att&disp=safe&realattid=f_knt1mtkd4
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0?ui=2&ik=f4947ec496&attid=0.1&permmsgid=msg-f:1697755254443701098&th=178fa368a8ab736a&view=att&disp=safe&realattid=f_knt1mtkd4
http://www.collsk12.org/
mailto:khigginbotham@collsk12.org


 

 

 

COLLINGSWOOD MIDDLE SCHOOL

HONORING OUR VETERANS. On November 11th, Students in 6th Grade Social Studies classes received a visit from 
Mr. George Niessner, a retired United States Marine and Vietnam War Veteran.  In addition to his military service, Mr. 
Niessner is also a retired educator and the father of CMS Social Studies Teacher, Ms. Niessner. Collingswood Middle 
School would like to thank all of our veterans for their service and sacrifice for our country. 

    

COUNSELING/ COLLEGE READINESS

 
 

 

COLLEGE ACCEPTANCES ARE ROLLING IN 

 

We’ve got more college acceptances coming in. Please follow 

@collscounseling on Twitter and Instagram for weekly updates. 

 

 

 

 

 

COLLINGSWOOD HIGH SCHOOL  

 
ACTIVITIES FAIR. On November 10th, high school students participated in an Activities Fair during lunch periods.  

Students had the opportunity to learn more about how to get involved with the various clubs and activities offered at 

CHS.  Thank you to Mr. Adams for coordinating this event for students. 

 

  

 

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0?ui=2&ik=f4947ec496&attid=0.1&permmsgid=msg-f:1697755254443701098&th=178fa368a8ab736a&view=att&disp=safe&realattid=f_knt1mtkd4
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0?ui=2&ik=f4947ec496&attid=0.1&permmsgid=msg-f:1697755254443701098&th=178fa368a8ab736a&view=att&disp=safe&realattid=f_knt1mtkd4


 

 

 

 

SUPERINTENDENT’S NOTE 

 
 

 
 

I HAVE A QUESTION, WHO SHOULD I CONTACT? 
 

In an effort to be responsive to the needs of students and their families, we wanted to provide contact information to the 

community. Please refer to the list below to address all questions or concerns to the appropriate staff member or administrator.  

  

Teachers: The primary point of contact for questions or concerns related to your child’s school is their classroom teacher. Our 

educators are standing by to address the ongoing learning needs of all students. 

  

Principals: Please direct unresolved questions or concerns related to your child’s school to the appropriate building leader. 

  

School Building Leader Email Phone 

Preschool/ Early Childhood Center Ms. Jennifer Johnson-Floyd jfloyd@collsk12.org 856.833.5291 

Oaklyn School Ms. Jennifer Boulden jboulden@oaklynschool.org 856.858.0335 

Collingswood Middle School Dr. Jack McMullin jmcmullin@collsk12.org 856.962.5702 

Collingswood High School Mr. Matt Genna mgenna@collsk12.org 856.962.5701 

 

Special Education Services: If your child already has an IEP, please contact your child's Child Study Team Case Manager. 
If you have questions regarding special education services in the district, please contact Dr. Elizabeth Whitehouse - 
ewhitehouse@collsk12.org. 

 
District Data and Performance: If you have questions regarding the district’s data collection practices or assessment 

information, please contact Mr. Winsor Yamamoto - wyamamoto@collsk12.org.  
 

District Academics/ Curriculum & Instruction: If you have questions regarding curriculum and instruction offered at the 
district level, please contact Ms. Jen McPartland, Assistant Superintendent and Chief Academic Officer - 
jmcpartland@collsk12.org. 

 

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0?ui=2&ik=f4947ec496&attid=0.1&permmsgid=msg-f:1697755254443701098&th=178fa368a8ab736a&view=att&disp=safe&realattid=f_knt1mtkd4
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0?ui=2&ik=f4947ec496&attid=0.1&permmsgid=msg-f:1697755254443701098&th=178fa368a8ab736a&view=att&disp=safe&realattid=f_knt1mtkd4
mailto:jmcpartland@collsk12.org

