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Dates to remember 
Wednesday, November 17 – Family Council Meeting, 
6:30-7:30 pm, Multi-Purpose Rooms 3 & 4 
 
Thursday, November 18 – Fill the Pantry Jeans Day; 
Regular Board Meeting, 6:00-7:00 pm, Aqua 5 
Classroom 
 
Wednesday-Friday, November 24-26 – NO SCHOOL:  
Thanksgiving Break 

 

GTA Cares Fill the Pantry Jeans Day 
Did you know that Grand Traverse Academy has a food 

pantry to provide lunches for 
less fortunate students (and 
those who occasionally forget 
their lunch at home)? It’s time 

to fill it up for the quarter and we welcome your help. 
Next Thursday, November 18, students and staff may 
wear school-appropriate jeans (no holes, rips or legging 
style) with uniform tops in exchange for a $2 per person 
donation – no food donations, please.  We thank you 
for your assistance, which is always voluntary.  
 

Materials needed for art project 
Our Lower Elementary art classes are in need of old 
CD’s, DVD’s or computer discs for an art project and 
would love your donation.  They are also looking for 
scrap yarn at least 24” in length.  Our young artists will 
enjoy turning these items into creative, colorful works 
of art!  A collection box will be located outside the 
Aqua 4 classroom through November 19.   Mrs. 
Wildner and her students thank you in advance for 
anything you can spare! 
 

Keep GTA healthy with screening 
Screening for COVID-19 symptoms daily before leaving 
for school is an important part of keeping our GTA 
community healthy. The Grand Traverse County Health 
Department screening protocol is attached for your 
convenience. 

Mustangs go to State Cross Country Finals!  
Chase Snell, Petra Foote and Paige Bell performed 

incredibly well at the State Cross Country Finals last 
Saturday at Michigan International Speedway. Petra 
finished 24th overall and received All-State honors, 
running a time of 20:21. Chase ran a personal record 
17:32 and finished 39th overall. Paige had her second 
best time ever with 22:17 and finished in the top 50 
percent at 114th. Congratulations, runners and coaches, 
on an excellent finish to an outstanding season! 
 

Elementary Students of the Month named 
Congratulations to our Elementary Students of the 
Month for October, chosen for their demonstration of 
the character trait of Respect.  Here’s what their 
teachers had to say about why they were nominated: 
 
Brooklyn Starns, kindergarten, is the daughter of Jessica 

Robertson and Shawn Kennedy.  
Ms. Hartwig said, “Brooklyn is the 
epitome of a respectful student.  
She is always quiet and attentive 
when others are speaking, 
participates and follows directions 
and speaks in a polite, pleasant 
tone to all.  She is very mindful of 
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other people’s feelings, and how certain circumstances 
may make them feel. Brooklyn treats materials with 
respect, cleans up after herself and is always the first to 
offer to help out around the classroom.  I am grateful 
that my class has such a respectful classmate to look up 
to!” 

Captain Jacobs, kindergarten, is the son of Kristina and 
Adam Jacobs.  According to Ms. 
Johnson, “Captain shows respect 
daily.  When I am busy and he 
needs my attention, he will place 
his hand on my shoulder and wait 
patiently for me to finish what I'm 
doing to address him.  This is my 
absolute favorite!” 

Luke Winter, grade 4, is the son of Stacie and Michael 
Winter, Jr.  Ms. Winowiecki said, “I 
have witnessed Luke displaying 
respect inside and outside of our 
school building.  He has been so 
respectful to me and others in 
class:  taking care of materials, 
always raising his hand before 
speaking and offering help with a 

smile and the most polite tone.  I also was able to see 
how he displayed respect at his cross country meet:  He 
stayed near the coach, followed directions…and cheered 
his fellow teammates on.  He was respectful to the 
volunteers as they passed out medals and blew me 
away with his kindness to all adults and peers. Luke's 
level of respect is truly inspiring in the way he represents 
GTA!” 

Eden Gruennert, grade 5, is the daughter of Dawn and 
Thomas Gruennert.  According to 
Mr. Thomas, “Eden exemplifies 
respect in so many ways.  She 
clearly follows directions and stays 
on task without ever having to be 
reminded.  She treats her materials, 
other's materials and the school 
with respect by taking care with all 

things and being organized.  She is a constant help in 
the classroom and with her friends and classmates.  
Additionally, Eden always speaks in a pleasant and 
respectful tone.” 

Elementary Robotics Club forming 
Elementary Teachers Mrs. Cherup and Mrs. 

Mroczkowski invite GTA 4th-6th 
graders to join an after-school 
Robotics Club.  Students will learn 
basic programming and robotics 
skills using VEX kits to design and 
build robots to complete tasks, 

solve problems or compete in challenges.  Meetings will 
be held on Tuesdays after school until 5:00 pm in Pink 
4 (Mrs. Mroczkowski’s classroom).  The first meeting is 
planned for Tuesday, November 30.  If your child is 
interested, please complete the attached registration 
form and have them drop it off in Red 2 or Pink 4 as soon 
soon as possible.  Space is limited to the first 30 students to
sign up, so don’t delay! 

Happy birthday, US Marines 
Mr. Brutzman, GTA junior high science teacher and 

former enlisted Marine, held a 
traditional cake-cutting 

ceremony in his 
advisory class in honor of the Marines' 246th birthday 
on Wednesday. The first piece of cake was presented to 
the guest of honor and the oldest Marine present, 
Elementary Principal Mr. Smith. The second was given 
to 8th grader Kyle Scott, as a member of the Young 
Marines and the youngest Marine present. Mr. Smith 
gave the third piece to Kyle to emphasize that Marines 
care for their subordinates before looking to their own 
needs. Thank you, Mr. Brutzman, for a moving and 
educational observance, and thanks to you and Mr. 
Smith for your service to our country. 

Yearbook class taking orders now 
Now is a great time to order a full-color, hardcover 
yearbook for your 7th-12th grader, when prices are at 
their lowest!  Simply go to yearbookordercenter.com or 
find it on the GTA website under the Students tab.  Our 
school order number is 12952 or you may search by 
school name at the bottom of the “Start a New Order” 

http://yearbookordercenter.com/
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box.  Yearbooks may be ordered through April 16 but 
prices increase the longer you wait:  They are $45 now 
and will cost $50 starting November 23.  After April 16, 
students may reserve one of the extra copies the 
publisher provides for $55.   
 

Veterans Day observed 
GTA celebrated Veterans Day in a variety of ways on 

Thursday.  The day started 
with a school-wide 
recitation of the Pledge of 

Allegiance 
and 
students 
proudly 
stood when 
Mrs. 
Floering 
called out 
the branch 
of the 

military that a family member served or serves in; 
students of all ages created nearly 300 thank you cards 
for the annual Veterans Appreciation Day at Rico's Café 
and our veterans at GTA; Key Club members posted 
notes of appreciation on the office or classroom doors 
of our GTA veterans; and more!  Thanks to all who 
made the day special, including Mrs. Schuetze, who has 
organized the card creation and delivery to Rico’s for six 
years, and Mrs. Patrzik, Key Club advisor.  And special 
thanks to our GTA staff who have served our country in 
the military or have a spouse who is a veteran:  Mr. 
Coneset, Mr. Smith, Mr. Crowell, Mr. Brutzman, Mr. 
VanPatten, Mrs. Vogelheim (ISD), Mr. Bostick, Mrs. 
Wheeler (spouse), Mrs. Hamrick (spouse) and Mrs. 
Johnson (spouse). 
 

Counseling corner 
College, university, armed services representatives to 
visit GTA.  Juniors and seniors are invited to meet with 
representatives from various colleges, universities and 
the armed services right here at school.  Sign-up sheets 
are located outside the Secondary office.  Upcoming 
dates are as follows, with more to come: 
 

Date Organization 

Wednesday, November 10 
College for Creative 

Studies 

Wednesday, November 10 
Western Michigan 
University (virtual) 

New source for financial aid information.  Scholarships 
and grants are helpful ways to fund a college education.  
They provide free money that can go a long way toward 
tuition and other educational expenses.  We are 
pleased to announce a source for thousands of national, 
regional and local scholarships for students at every 
grade level, from freshmen to seniors.  Simply go to 
Going Merry or get the Going Merry app on iOS or 
Android and register there.  Once signed up, you’ll 
answer a few questions to create a basic profile and get 
matched to scholarships that fit the student’s 
background, academics and interests.      
 

Choice Theory:  The Ten Axioms  
                                                                                     by Mindy VanHouzen 

An axiom is defined as a statement that is regarded as 
being established, accepted, or self-
evidently true.  For the next few weeks 
we will be exploring the Ten Axioms of 
Choice Theory.  The axioms help us to 
understand ourselves and each other. 
 

Axiom #4.  The problem relationship is always part of 
our present life.  Everything that has happened to us, 
every positive or negative interaction we have had, 
shapes who we are.  We apply all of the knowledge we 
have received from these interactions to each 
situation.  This means that if there is a problematic 
relationship from our past, it will influence what we do 
with the information we receive in the present. 
Knowing how experiences shape our reactions will allow 
us to make constructive choices in the future. 
 

Mr. Smith shares military experience 
Colin Smith, Elementary principal, is a veteran of the 

United States 
Marines.  He enjoys 
sharing his 
experiences with our 
students and visited 
several Elementary 
classrooms recently, 
showing them the 
gear he carried and 
special clothing he 
wore.  Here, he 
displays his ghillie 
suit, a type of 
camouflage clothing 

designed with materials that resemble leaves and twigs.  

https://www.goingmerry.com/
https://apps.apple.com/us/app/going-merry/id1483037600
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.goingmerry.mobile
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GTA Family Council news 
Next meeting.  The GTA Family Council will hold its next 

meeting on Wednesday, November 17, 
from 6:30-7:30 pm in Multi-Purpose 
Rooms 3 & 4.  Topics of discussion will 
be the upcoming holiday season, their 
successes so far this school year and 
what’s to come in 2022.  All parents are 
welcome to attend!  Let them know if 

you’ll be there by following this link or by emailing 
Kristin Boogaard at kristinboogaard@gmail.com. 
 
          Be sure to join the Facebook group, GTA Family 
Council, to stay connected and keep up to date with all 
the amazing service opportunities. 
  
Bracelets.  GTA Pride bracelets are now available to all 
students in grades K-12!  Wear these fun bracelets 
sporting our school colors to show your MUSTANG 
PRIDE!  See the attached flyer for an example and to 
place your order, or order here:  GTA Pride Bracelet 
Order Form.  Questions?  Contact Kristin Boogaard at 
(616) 328-4646 or kristinboogaard@gmail.com.  
 
Car wash coupons.  Car wash coupons make great gifts 
and are a convenient way to keep your own ride clean 
and tidy.  Purchase a Mirror Image single basic wash 
coupon for $7 or a book of five for $35.  Full-service 
interior & exterior washes are available for $25 each or 
$125 for a book of five.  Profits will support the GTA 
Family Council's efforts throughout the school 
year.  Follow this link to purchase:  GTA FC CAR 
WASH or contact Kristin Boogaard at (616) 328-4646 
or kristinboogaard@gmail.com.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Crystal Mountain announces school 
program 
Once again, Crystal Mountain in Thompsonville is 
offering discounted lift tickets and equipment rentals, 
including professional on-hill instruction, to students of 
Grand Traverse Academy.  The passes are good for 
Thursdays only from January 11-March 31.  Children 
must be at least 7 by January 1, 2022 to take part in the 
program.  This year, Crystal requires all paperwork to be 
completed in hard copy format.  If your child is 
interested in participating, pick up a packet in either 
office.  Completed packets must be returned to the 
office no later than Monday, November 29, 2021.  Any 
questions may be directed to GTA parent Phil Conner, 
program coordinator, at (231) 342-0987.   
 

Locals Ski Pass Program at Shanty Creek 
GTA students in grades 4-12 and/or ages 9-17 are 
eligible to purchase discounted all-area, unrestricted 
Super Passes for the 2021-22 season at Shanty Creek 
Resort in Bellaire for just $99!  Interested parents may 
purchase passes for $319 (limit two per family).  Details 
and sign-up information is attached.  Thank you, Shanty 
Creek, for this very generous offer! 
  
 
 

Dad jokes from Don 

 
If you see a pig limping, 
there’s a good chance it has 
a pulled hamstring. 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0c45a5ad28a5fcc34-gtafamily
mailto:kristinboogaard@gmail.com
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0c45a5ad28a5fcc34-gtapride
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0c45a5ad28a5fcc34-gtapride
mailto:kristinboogaard@gmail.com
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0c45a5ad28a5fcc34-carwash
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0c45a5ad28a5fcc34-carwash
mailto:kristinboogaard@gmail.com


Appendix B COVID-19 Return to School Toolkit August 5, 2020 

Student Screening 

Screen your child for the following symptoms daily before they leave for school. Follow the directions 
below if your child displays symptoms or has been exposed. 

Symptoms 
☐ Temperature 100.4 degrees Fahrenheit or higher
☐ Sore throat
☐ New uncontrolled cough that causes difficulty breathing (for students with chronic allergic/asthmatic

cough, a change in their cough from baseline)
☐ Diarrhea, vomiting, or abdominal pain
☐ New onset of severe headache, especially with a fever

Close Contact/Potential Exposure 
In the past 14 days, has your child: 

☐ Had close contact (within 6 feet of an infected person for at least 15 minutes) with a person with
confirmed COVID-19: OR

☐ Had close contact (within 6 feet of an infected person for at least 15 minutes) with person under
quarantine for possible exposure to COVID-19; OR

☐ Had a travel history

If the answer is YES to any of the symptom questions, keep your child(ren) home from school. 

If the answer is YES to any symptoms question and YES to any close contact/potential exposure question, 
call the school as soon as possible to let them know the reason your child(ren) won’t be there today. Call 
your healthcare provider right away. If you don’t have one or cannot be seen, go to 
www.mi.gov/coronavirustest or call 2-1-1 to find a location to have your child(ren) tested for COVID-19. 

If the answer is YES to any of the symptom questions, but NO to any close contact/potential exposure 
questions, your student may return based on the guidance for their symptoms (see “Managing 
Communicable Diseases in Schools”):  

• Fever: at least 24 hours have passed with no fever, without the use of fever-reducing
medications

• Sore throat: improvement (if strep throat: do not return until at least 2 doses of antibiotic have
been taken);

• Cough/Shortness of breath: improvement
• Diarrhea, vomiting, abdominal pain: no diarrhea or vomiting for 24 hours
• Severe headache: improvement

DISCLAIMER: This screening tool is subject to change based on the latest information on COVID-19. 

Source: Centers for Disease Control and Prevention; Screening K-12 Students for Symptoms of COVID-19: Limitations and 
Considerations 



Robotics Club
4th - 6th grade

The Robotics Club will allow 4th-6th grade students an opportunity to have fun and
learn some basic programming and robotics skills. During club meetings, the students
will learn to use the components of VEX kits to design and build robots to complete
tasks, solve problems, or compete in challenges. They will also learn to program their
robots using the programming software. Problem-solving and logical thinking skills will
be emphasized. Students will be working in small teams.

Club Meetings will be held after school on Tuesdays in Pink 4.  The first 6
meetings are November 30, December 7 and 14, and January 4, 11, and 18.
Students can be picked up at South Carpool at 5:00 on those days.

Permission slips can be dropped off in Pink 4 to Mrs. Mroczkowski or Red 2 to Mrs.
Cherup. The club will be limited to 30 students. Permission Forms are due no later
than Friday, November 19th.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Robotics Permission Slip

My son/daughter, ____________________________, has permission to
attend the Robotics Club meetings on Tuesdays from 3:45 - 5:00 p.m. on
designated dates above. Students who are not picked up by 5 p.m. will
be sent to Quality Care.

Student's Teacher: ______________________ Grade: ___________

Parent’s Name (printed): _______________________________

Parent’s Signature: ______________________________

Parent’s Phone Number (in case of emergency): _____________________

Parent’s Email: _______________________________________



 

Family Council

GTA Pride Bracelets

Order HERE 
Now 

 

$8 each or 
2 for $15 or 

3 for $20
Want to do something nice

for another student?
Consider buying an extra one

and giving it to a friend!

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0c45a5ad28a5fcc34-gtapride
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0c45a5ad28a5fcc34-gtapride
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0c45a5ad28a5fcc34-gtapride
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0c45a5ad28a5fcc34-gtapride





