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Dates to remember 
Friday, November 5 – End of First Quarter 
 
Sunday, November 7 – End of Daylight Saving Time (set 
your clocks back one hour to local standard time) 
 
Wednesday, November 17 – Family Council Meeting, 
6:30-7:30 pm, Multi-Purpose Rooms 3 & 4 

 

They did it! 
Thanks to our generous extended GTA family, Mrs. 

Mroczkowski’s and Mrs. Drost’s GEMS classes met and 
exceeded their goals of 500, and then 1,000, pairs of 
socks and personal care items for area homeless, with a 
whopping grand total of 1,161!  Your participation is so 
appreciated by our students and especially our 
neighbors in need, who will benefit from these heartfelt 
donations. 
 

Materials needed for art project 
Our Lower Elementary art classes are in need of old 
CD’s, DVD’s or computer discs for an art project and 
would love your donation.  They are also looking for 
scrap yarn at least 24” in length.  Our young artists will 
enjoy turning these items into creative, colorful works 
of art!  A collection box will be located outside the 
Aqua 4 classroom through November 19.   Mrs. 
Wildner and her students thank you in advance for 
anything you can spare! 
 

Secondary Students of the Month named 
Congratulations to the following, on their selection as 
October Students of the Month for their expression of 
the character trait of Interpersonal Communication: 
 

Madison Smith, grade 7, is the 
daughter of Colin Smith and Sara Smith.  
She is a member of the junior high cross 
country team and says she enjoys being 
a student at GTA.  She is very interested 
in animals and science and is would like 
to volunteer at the Cherryland Humane 

Society someday. Madison’s goals for the future include 
doing well in school, spending time with her family and 
making friends.  She also wants to be sure she makes 
extra time to do the things she loves in addition to 
schoolwork and family time. 

“Madison's way of communicating is clear and friendly, and I see a 
potential for her to possibly be a teacher someday! Madison is GTA 
all the way!” – Mr. Floering 

 
Soren Gest, grade 8, is the son of Joan 
O’Neill and Scott Gest.  He enjoys 
robotics and spends a lot of time water 
skiing.  In the future, he hopes to win 
the state robotics finals, read more 
about the history of the Space Race, 
make it through the course on water 

skis and learn to backwards barefoot ski!  
 “Soren is unfailingly polite, always professional and respectful, 

humorous, attentive, and seems to connect well with all of his 
classmates and teachers.” – Ms.  Myers 

 
Tommy Blake, grade 10, is the son of 
Tom Blake and Jerilyn & Jim Fortier.  His 
interests include electronic engineering, 
coding, drawing and anything 
mechanical.  Tommy has several 
personal goals for the near future, 
including improving his work ethic and 

social skills, becoming more motivated and working on 
his self-esteem.  He says he was pleasantly surprised to 
receive this award! 
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“Tommy Blake is an excellent representation of interpersonal 
communication. Not only does he speak politely and courteously to 
his peers but at the end of each class, he tells his teachers to have a 
great day.” – Mrs. McCann 

 
Eliana Evans, grade 11, is the daughter of Cindy Evans 

and Brent Evans.  She loves reading, 
hiking and all things Marvel®.  When 
she’s not doing schoolwork or working 
at Wendy’s, Eliana volunteers her time 
serving meals to the homeless and 
running the video and sound system at 
her church.  Her goals are to read 

everything on her bookshelf, learn to procrastinate less 
and go to college.  Eliana is undecided as to a career 
path, but wants to do something that will help others. 

“Eliana is polite, respectful and personable. She connects with 
anyone I seat her next to because she listens intentionally and 
always communicates respectfully.” - Mrs. Wenger 

 

Mustang Golf Invitational a Success! 
The first Mustang Golf Invitational golf program fund 

raiser is in the books!  We 
had a unique and fun event 
last Friday in which students 
got to putt golf balls down 
the entire main corridor 

from south 
to north – 
all with no 
mishaps!  
Organizers 
paced the 
distance 
off and it is 
about 130 
yards, 
which is 

the length of a par 3 golf hole.  
Many golf clinic alumni 

attended, and all received a coupon from at least one of 
our generous contributors.  Our winner, Michael 
Wildner, won a golf bag and clubs donated by 
Independent Bank!  Several parents took a turn as well, 
and each received gift certificates.  Special thanks to 
The Crown Golf Club, Bay Meadows Family Golf 
Course, Culver’s Restaurant, Wendy's, Don's Drive-In, 
Pirate’s Cove, Green Mitt Car Wash, That’sa Pizza and 
Independent Bank for their generous donations, and to 
Bruce Anderson and Glenn Floering for organizing the 
event.  They remind students to watch for the next 
clinic in May and enjoy the winter!  

Keep GTA healthy with screening 
Screening for COVID-19 symptoms daily before leaving 
for school is an important part of keeping our GTA 
community healthy. The Grand Traverse County Health 
Department screening protocol is attached for your 
convenience. 

 

Counseling corner 
College, university, armed services representatives to 
visit GTA.  Juniors and seniors are invited to meet with 
representatives from various colleges, universities and 
the armed services right here at school.  Sign-up sheets 
are located outside the Secondary office.  Upcoming 
dates are as follows, with more to come: 
 

Date Organization 

Wednesday, November 10 
College for Creative 

Studies 

Wednesday, November 10 
Western Michigan 
University (virtual) 

 
  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
NMC at GTA 
Congratulations to these sophomores, who are now 

officially 
registered as 
Northwestern 
Michigan 
College 
students!  They 
will participate 
in PSY 101 

(Introduction to Psychology) for 3 credits, offered after 
school at GTA on Tuesdays and Thursdays during the 
Spring semester.  The class is taught by NMC instructor 
Lisa Blackford, who has been teaching this class at GTA 
for nearly a decade.  The students pictured above met 
or exceeded the following college-readiness 
benchmarks: 

Congratulations to  
Maya Weber  

on her acceptance to  
Ferris State University. 
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 Fall 2021 NWEA Reading score of 236 or higher 
 3.3 GPA or higher 
 All A's and B's in the previous and current year 
 No discipline or office referrals 
 Excellent attendance 

 
This program is the only one of its kind in our area, 
allowing 10th graders the opportunity to begin taking 
college classes for credit, paid for by GTA.  We have an 
excellent partnership with NMC, which recognizes our 
students for their high achieving academics and quality 
of character. 
 

New source for financial aid information 
Scholarships and grants are helpful ways to fund a 
college education.  They provide free money that can go 
a long way toward tuition and other educational 
expenses.  We are pleased to announce a source for 
thousands of national, regional and local scholarships 
for students at every grade level, from freshmen to 
seniors.  Simply go to Going Merry or get the Going 
Merry app on iOS or Android and register there.  Once 
signed up, you’ll answer a few questions to create a 
basic profile and get matched to scholarships that fit 
the student’s background, academics and interests.      
 

Pizza is back! 
After a brief hiatus, the Class of 2023 is pleased to 

announce that weekly 
Secondary pizza sales 
are back!  This class 
fundraiser provides 
Papa John’s Pizza for 
$1.50 per slice of 
cheese or pepperoni.  
Order forms, available 
in every Advisory 

classroom, and cash payments are due on Tuesdays for 
pizza on Thursdays.  Kudos to junior Petra Foote for the 
awesome poster art! 
 

Absent or arriving late? 
If your child will be late for school or absent for the day, 
please notify the office by 8:30 am.  Parents will be 
called to verify any unexcused absences after that time. 

Elementary 995-0665   /   Secondary 932-6038 

 
 
 

Morning carpool reminder 
For the safety of all of our students as they enter the 
school building in the morning, we ask that you keep 
the following in mind: 
 
 Please DO NOT use the Elementary parking lot to 

drop off your riders.  Drivers who opt to use this lot 
in the morning should only do so if they walk their 
child(ren) to the crosswalk.  Small children darting 
across the lot, moving cars and darker mornings are 
an unsafe combination. 

 If you are leaving the school grounds from 
Secondary carpool via the Hammond Road exit, 
please DO NOT cut through the Elementary parking 
lot on your way out.  Doing so presents a safety 
hazard for pedestrians in the lot, as well as drivers 
exiting via the carpool lanes.  Please follow the 
instructions of the carpool attendants, as they 
direct you to the far left lane to proceed once those 
in the carpool lanes have stopped.  It takes less than 
a minute! 

 
Our carpool drop-off process is designed to be a quick, 
efficient and safe way to get your children into the 
building and keep pedestrians safe as well. Thank you 
for your cooperation! 
 

Choice Theory:  The Ten Axioms  
                                                                                     by Mindy VanHouzen 

An axiom is defined as a statement that is regarded as 
being established, accepted, or self-
evidently true.  For the next few weeks 
we will be exploring the Ten Axioms of 
Choice Theory.  The axioms help us to 
understand ourselves and each other. 
 

Axiom #3:   All long-lasting psychological problems are 
relationship problems.  As you may already know, 
Choice Theory is all about relationships.  We have a 
relationship with every person that we come into 
contact with – even the cashier at the grocery 
store.  Some relationships are positive, some are 
neutral and some are negative.  If we experience long 
lasting psychological problems, they are most likely the 
result of issues in negative relationships that have gone 
unresolved, either from the past or the present.  For 
this reason, we work very hard to teach all of our 
students how to improve their connections with other 
people. 
 

https://www.goingmerry.com/
https://apps.apple.com/us/app/going-merry/id1483037600
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.goingmerry.mobile


 4 

History, Spanish teachers collaborate 
It’s amazing what a few idle minutes between parent-

teacher conferences 
can inspire!  Junior 
high teachers Mr. 
VanPatten and Sr. 
O’Neill (aka Profe) – 
always looking for 
ways to improve 

instruction – came up with a way to join forces for the 
benefit of their students.  This week, Mr. VanPatten’s 
American History students took their study guide for 
Thursday’s test to Profe’s Spanish class and translated it 
into Spanish while they reviewed it.  Taking what they 
are learning in one class and carrying it over to another 
reinforces the objectives of both and boosts student 
engagement.  The next project will involve Mr. 
VanPatten giving simple directions to his students in 
Spanish to support Profe’s instruction.      
 

GTA Family Council news 
Next meeting.  The GTA Family Council will hold its next 

meeting on Wednesday, November 17, 
from 6:30-7:30 pm in Multi-Purpose 
Rooms 3 & 4.  Topics of discussion will 
be the upcoming holiday season, their 
successes so far this school year and 
what’s to come in 2022.  All parents are 
welcome to attend!  Let them know if 

you’ll be there by following this link or by emailing 
Kristin Boogaard at kristinboogaard@gmail.com. 
 
          Be sure to join the Facebook group, GTA Family 
Council, to stay connected and keep up to date with all 
the amazing service opportunities. 
  
Bracelets.  GTA Pride bracelets are now available to all 
students in grades K-12!  Wear these fun bracelets 
sporting our school colors to show your MUSTANG 
PRIDE!  See the attached flyer for an example and to 
place your order, or order here:  GTA Pride Bracelet 
Order Form.  Questions?  Contact Kristin Boogaard at 
(616) 328-4646 or kristinboogaard@gmail.com.  
 
Car wash coupons.  Car wash coupons make great gifts 
and are a convenient way to keep your own ride clean 
and tidy.  Purchase a Mirror Image single basic wash 
coupon for $7 or a book of five for $35.  Full-service 
interior & exterior washes are available for $25 each or 
$125 for a book of five.  Profits will support the GTA 

Family Council's efforts throughout the school 
year.  Follow this link to purchase:  GTA FC CAR 
WASH or contact Kristin Boogaard at (616) 328-4646 
or kristinboogaard@gmail.com.  
 

Locals Ski Pass Program at Shanty Creek 
GTA students in grades 4-12 and/or ages 9-17 are 
eligible to purchase discounted all-area, unrestricted 
Super Passes for the 2021-22 season at Shanty Creek 
Resort in Bellaire for just $99!  Interested parents may 
purchase passes for $319 (limit two per family).  Details 
and sign-up information is attached.  Thank you, Shanty 
Creek, for this very generous offer! 

 

Essay contest announced 
The National Society of Colonial Dames in Michigan has 
announced their 2021-22 National Essay Contest, open 
to high school sophomores, juniors and seniors in 
Michigan.  One winner from the state will attend an all-
expenses-paid five-day Congressional Seminar in 
Washington, DC from June 25-July 1, 2022.  This year’s 
topic:  “Choose one of the five freedoms in the First 
Amendment to the Constitution of the United States 
and discuss why it should or should not be changed in 
today’s global setting.”  The 750-word essay and 
submission form should be emailed by December 1, 
2021 to MichiganNSCDAEssayContest@gmail.com.  For 
more information, visit www.nscdami.org.    
 
 

Dad jokes from 
Don 

Q:  Why wouldn’t the shrimp 
share his treasure?   
A:  Because he was a little    
shellfish!  

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0c45a5ad28a5fcc34-gtafamily
mailto:kristinboogaard@gmail.com
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0c45a5ad28a5fcc34-gtapride
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0c45a5ad28a5fcc34-gtapride
mailto:kristinboogaard@gmail.com
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0c45a5ad28a5fcc34-carwash
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0c45a5ad28a5fcc34-carwash
mailto:kristinboogaard@gmail.com
mailto:MichiganNSCDAEssayContest@gmail.com
http://www.nscdami.org/


Appendix B COVID-19 Return to School Toolkit August 5, 2020 

Student Screening 

Screen your child for the following symptoms daily before they leave for school. Follow the directions 
below if your child displays symptoms or has been exposed. 

Symptoms 
☐ Temperature 100.4 degrees Fahrenheit or higher
☐ Sore throat
☐ New uncontrolled cough that causes difficulty breathing (for students with chronic allergic/asthmatic

cough, a change in their cough from baseline)
☐ Diarrhea, vomiting, or abdominal pain
☐ New onset of severe headache, especially with a fever

Close Contact/Potential Exposure 
In the past 14 days, has your child: 

☐ Had close contact (within 6 feet of an infected person for at least 15 minutes) with a person with
confirmed COVID-19: OR

☐ Had close contact (within 6 feet of an infected person for at least 15 minutes) with person under
quarantine for possible exposure to COVID-19; OR

☐ Had a travel history

If the answer is YES to any of the symptom questions, keep your child(ren) home from school. 

If the answer is YES to any symptoms question and YES to any close contact/potential exposure question, 
call the school as soon as possible to let them know the reason your child(ren) won’t be there today. Call 
your healthcare provider right away. If you don’t have one or cannot be seen, go to 
www.mi.gov/coronavirustest or call 2-1-1 to find a location to have your child(ren) tested for COVID-19. 

If the answer is YES to any of the symptom questions, but NO to any close contact/potential exposure 
questions, your student may return based on the guidance for their symptoms (see “Managing 
Communicable Diseases in Schools”):  

• Fever: at least 24 hours have passed with no fever, without the use of fever-reducing
medications

• Sore throat: improvement (if strep throat: do not return until at least 2 doses of antibiotic have
been taken);

• Cough/Shortness of breath: improvement
• Diarrhea, vomiting, abdominal pain: no diarrhea or vomiting for 24 hours
• Severe headache: improvement

DISCLAIMER: This screening tool is subject to change based on the latest information on COVID-19. 

Source: Centers for Disease Control and Prevention; Screening K-12 Students for Symptoms of COVID-19: Limitations and 
Considerations 



 

Family Council

GTA Pride Bracelets

Order HERE 
Now 

 

$8 each or 
2 for $15 or 

3 for $20
Want to do something nice

for another student?
Consider buying an extra one

and giving it to a friend!

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0c45a5ad28a5fcc34-gtapride
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0c45a5ad28a5fcc34-gtapride
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0c45a5ad28a5fcc34-gtapride
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0c45a5ad28a5fcc34-gtapride



