EARLY CHILDHOOD SPECIAL EDUCATION
(ECSE)

Early childhood special education services for children, three through five years of age
and their families, are provided through local school districts and special education
cooperatives.

Professionals with training and expertise in special education services implement the
federal Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA), Part B, by supporting the
educational needs of young children and families. Early childhood special education
professionals and related services personnel provide specialized educational services to
children with disabilities in a variety of settings such as early childhood, preschool,
child care, pre kindergarten, Head Start and other early childhood settings to meet the
developmental learning needs of these children. In addition, families and early
childhood providers may request information about appropriate expectations for
children’s development.

If you have concerns about your child’s development, please see the Early Childhood
Screening Flyer or contact your local school district.



