
 

 

 The Hawk Way 
  Spring Newsletter for Shawano School District Families & Community 

May 2022 

Class Motto: “Success is to be measured not so much by the position that one has reached in 
life as by the obstacles which he has overcome while trying to succeed.”  

- Booker T Washington 

Class Flower: White Rose  Class Song: “Party Rock Anthem” - LMFAO 



 

 

~ The Hawk Way ~ Class of  2022 Valedictorians 



 

 

~ The Hawk Way ~ 2022 Optimists’ Academic 
Excellence Award Winners 



 

 

~ The Hawk Way ~  

Hillcrest Primary and LEADS 
Charter Schools hosted thei r  
Showcase of Colors - Arts and 

Learning Fair.   

Art displays from all students  
Book Fair for families   
Bouncy houses in the gym   
Meal provided  
900+ guests joined us for this fun-

filled family event.  

Students at Olga Brener Intermediate School have been collecting 
pledges for the Knowledge-A-Thon.  Thanks to our generous donors 
from the past years, the Earth Dome came to Brener! 



 

 

~ The Hawk Way ~  

Shawano Community Middle School 7th grade classes made wood duck 
houses. Students researched wood duck habitats and population trends 
before building the houses. Students from five Tech Ed classes worked to 
build over 40 wood duck houses that will be put to use this spring by wood 
ducks in our area.   

Shawano Community High School students  competed in  automot ive, 
outdoor power and equipment, cabinet making, and welding at the State 
Skills USA contest held in Madison, WI in March.  Pictured left to right: 
Brandon Reed, Bryce Marol, Autumn Allord, Arianna Ross, Levi Wendorff, 
Tyler Thiel 



 

 

~ The Hawk Way ~ 2022 Retirements 

Diana Wichlacz  
Hillcrest 

2nd Grade Teacher 
33 years  

Emmy Pennycook 
District 

Registrar Specialist 
44 years  

Parian Molitor 
Hillcrest 

4K Classroom 
Paraprofessional 

24+ years  

Kathy McKay  
Middle School 

SPED Paraprofessional 
27 years  

Kathy Moeller 
Hillcrest 

Instructional Coach 
32 years 

Kris Going 
Hillcrest 

 Instructional Coach 
28 years 

Karen Rades 
Hillcrest Library  

Paraprofessional 
28+ years 

Lori Schwecke 
Hillcrest 

2nd Grade Teacher 
21 years 

Scott Smurawa 
Middle School  

Special Ed Teacher 
23 years 

LaRai Martin 
High School 

English Teacher 
30 years 

Shannon Neumann 
Olga Brener 

 Interventionist 
9+ years 

Kim Klister 
District Pupil  

Services Director 
4 years 

Beth Bartz 
Middle School 
Social Studies 

Teacher 
28 years 

Lori McCadden 
Middle School  

Science Teacher 
25 years 

Julie Zajas  
Olga Brener 

Paraprofessional 
24 years  

Thank you for more than 400 comb ined years of  serv ice! 
 

Thank you to all of our ded icated staff for your years of incred ible 
serv ice to our students, fami l i es and commun ity.  We send you off with 
grat itude and warm wishes for a long, healthy and happy ret irement. 

Cherie Schwartz 
Hillcrest 

Physical Ed Teacher 
22+ years 



 

 

~ The Hawk Way ~ Superintendent Anderson 

Class of 2022! 

Congratula ons to the Class of 2022! We are proud of you and your 
commitment to educa on through some unprecedented mes! You have 
persevered and flourished, and we wish you great success as you take the next 
step on your journey.   

Registra on/Enrollment 

Our Welcome Center and Enrollment Services office is located at Shawano 

Community Middle School for your convenience as you consider registering 

your children for the 2022‐23 school year. Please see the ad in this newsle er 

for more informa on. Our 4K and 5K op ons are also featured in this newsle er 

along with more informa on about the expanded K‐8 Virtual Charter School. 

Please call our Welcome Center and Enrollment Services number at 715.526.3194 ext 3121  or email 

registrar@shawanoschools.org for more informa on on any of these topics. 

Fiscal Update: Good News 

The Shawano School District has worked hard to carefully manage its finances. The district has been 
prepaying on exis ng debt and will soon make the final payment on the loan that funded the Hillcrest 
Primary and Leads Charter building and updates at other district schools. As a result, our community has 
a unique opportunity to address the financial needs of our district without increasing the mill rate.   

Why are we concerned?   

The district has been experiencing a 
decline in students since 2007. 
Unfortunately, the pandemic further 
impacted this decline. Enrollment 
projec ons indicate that the district 
will con nue to experience a 
decrease in students over the next 
decade. This projec on is the best 
es mate, based on current trends, as 
well as birth rates from county data.  

Why is this important?  

School districts get much of their funding from the state. State funding is calculated based on a set dollar 
amount per student. Unfortunately, this formula has not kept pace with infla on. In fact, since 2018‐19, 
the district’s net revenue limit increased 0.05%, while infla on over that same me reached 11.5%. 
During the past legisla ve session, the state provided zero increase on the per pupil alloca on which 
equated to $407,000 less in revenue for the Shawano School District in 2021‐22.   

 

Randi Anderson 



 

 

~ The Hawk Way ~ Superintendent Anderson 

Future Budget Challenges  

The school board has discussed the growing opera ng deficit for the past three years. During the challenges 
of COVID‐19, the board decided to use fund balance (savings account) as well as COVID relief funds to offset 
the difference, in an effort to not disrupt staff or programs.   

The district received three rounds of COVID relief dollars totaling $5.3 million.  We have spent or allocated 
$3.45 million of those funds and plan to allocate up to an addi onal $1.2 million to assist with balancing the 
2022‐23 budget. 

The district has been looking carefully at our opera ng budget. To maintain the current level of programs 
and staff‐student ra os, the district is projec ng a deficit for the 2023‐2024 school year of approximately 
$1.75 million.  The primary reason for the deficit is the con nued decline in our enrollment, as most of our 
funding from the state is based on the number of enrolled students. 

District officials and the Stakeholder Group have iden fied 3 opportuni es to support balancing future 
budgets.  

Right‐Size the District Facili es by Closing a School  

Make Addi onal Cuts to Staff and Programs 

 Pass an Opera ng/Capital Referendum  

What are the Op ons to Increase Funding? 

To increase funding, we have two choices:  
We can ask for an opera onal referendum and/or a capital referendum.  

Opera onal Referendum  
Funds secured through an opera onal referendum are used to support the day‐to‐day opera ons of the 
district. These opera ons include staffing, educa onal programming, student services and 
maintenance of district buildings. Funds secured through an opera onal referendum are typically used 
within the year they are received. 

Capital Referendum  
Funds secured through a capital referendum allow a district to issue debt to pay for major facility 
projects, much like a home mortgage. A capital referendum is typically financed over an extended 
period of me, o en 10 or 20 years.  

We would like to hear from the en re community in regard to these op ons.  The informa on on the 

following page will provide op ons on how to access the survey.  Please take a few minutes to provide your 

input. 

Gra tude 

To our staff and community, we have traveled through some very difficult mes over the past two plus 
years.  Your unwavering commitment to our students shines through. Thank you!  I am op mis c that we all 
will find me to heal, come back stronger, healthier and united for the 2022‐2023 school year.  
Together we can make our children’s dreams a reality. 



 

 

~ The Hawk Way ~  



 

 

~ The Hawk Way ~  



 

 

~ The Hawk Way ~ Shawano School District 
2022 — 2023 School Year Calendar 

 



 

 

~ The Hawk Way ~ Registration Information 



 

 

~ The Hawk Way ~ Virtual Charter School 



 

 

~ The Hawk Way ~  

 

https://www.shawanoschools.com/page/summer-school 
At this t ime, registration is closed.   

 

Summer School Coordinator: Tom Dechant 
Email: tdechant@shawanoschools.org Phone: 715.526.2192 ext 8301 

 

SUMMER SCHOOL BUS REGISTRATION 2022 
Please register your child for busing through Skyward when completing 
Summer School Registration. Parents will have access to bus information 
for their child by logging into Skyward. If you have any questions please 
contact: Kobussen at Shawano.Dispatch@kobussen.com. 

 

SUMMER FOOD PROGRAM:  No need to sign up or apply for the program. 
 

WHO IS ELIGIBLE? All children 18 years of age and under are eligible to receive FREE meals.   
WHERE AND WHEN? Breakfast & lunch will be served at each school June 13—July 14*  

(*No meal service on Monday July 4) 



 

 

~ The Hawk Way ~ Join Our Team 



 

 

Shawano School District 
218 County Road B 
Shawano, WI 54166 
 

www.shawanoschools.com 
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