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Coaching Staff

Lewis West
Head Cross Country Coach
lwest@wheatonschools.org

417-652-7249  ext. 2218

Robert Creekmore
Head Volleyball Coach

rcreekmore@wheatonschools.org
417-652-3914  ext. 2305

Brian Wilde
Athletic Director

Head Boys Basketball Coach
bwilde@wheatonschools.org

417-652-7249  ext. 2210

Jessica Lombard
Head Girls Basketball Coach

jlombard@wheatonschools.org
417-652-7249  ext. 2211

Jeff Casady
5th/6th Boys Basketball Coach
jcasady@wheatonschools.org

417-652-7240 ext. 2121

Kaily Harvey
Head Softball Coach

kharvey@wheatonschools.org
417-652-7240  ext. 2122

Tucker Dermott
Head Baseball Coach

tdermott@wheatonschools.org
417-652-7249  ext. 2217

Jaci Evans
Head Track & Field Coach

jevans@wheatonschools.org
417-652-7240 ext. 2111
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Mission Statement

Recognizing each student as a unique individual, the Wheaton Athletic Department values the
creation of opportunities for maximum development of each individual within the limitations of
his/her capacities. We believe it is important to surround yourself with positive individuals that
strive to make you and themselves better each and every day by teaching and promoting life
values such as commitment, accountability, and building character and trust in your community.
The Wheaton athletic programs strive to surround our student-athletes with the most qualified
leaders to make them better on and off the field or court.

Philosophy

Wheaton Athletics aspires to:
● Cultivate qualities such as teamwork, persistence, resilience, sportsmanship, and ethical

conduct
● Promote a high standard to student-athlete well-being
● Endorse a healthy lifestyle in mind, body, spirit through the life lessons of participating in

athletics/activities
● Teach student-athletes how to develop leadership skills and build quality character

through their athletic pursuits that will be applicable to their lives in the future
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General Policies

Sportsmanship Statement

At Wheaton R-III School District, we hold many traditions. One tradition we value most is good
sportsmanship. The Missouri State High School Activities Association and Wheaton Schools
would like to promote positive sportsmanship by the players, coaches, and spectators. We would
appreciate your cooperation by supporting the participants and officials in the best manner
possible. Profanity and racial, sexist, or abusive comments or actions directed at officials,
players, or coaches will not be tolerated and immediate removal will occur from the facility.
Thank you for your cooperation.

Drug and Alcohol Policy

Wheaton R-III is committed to helping provide a drug and alcohol-free environment. According
to the Student Handbook, the following activities are prohibited:

● The use, distributions, possession of alcoholic beverages, controlled substances, imitation
of controlled substances or drug paraphernalia.

● Being under the influence of alcoholic beverages or controlled substances.
Students are to refrain at all times from the use of tobacco, alcohol, and drugs. Students are
reminded of the responsibility that comes when they represent their family, our school, and our
community.

● Tobacco
○ 1st offense: immediate one game suspension
○ 2nd offense: three game minimum suspension
○ 3rd offense: loss of all privileges to participate in sports at Wheaton

● Alcohol
○ 1st offense: immediate three game suspension of games and practice; a mandatory

meeting with the student-athlete’s parents/guardians with the coach and Athletic
Director

○ 2nd offense: minimum suspension of the remainder of the season
○ 3rd offense: loss of all privileges to participate in sports at Wheaton

● Drugs/PEDs
○ 1st offense: immediate three game suspension of games and practice; a mandatory

meeting with the student-athlete’s parents/guardians with the coach and Athletic
Director

○ 2nd offense: minimum suspension of the remainder of the season
○ 3rd offense: loss of all privileges to participate in sports at Wheaton

*Coaches are also allowed to enforce stricter consequences with any offenses.
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Hazing

Hazing is an activity that a coach or any school official believes would negatively impact the
physical or mental health of a student. This can include humiliating, stressful, or ridiculous acts
upon a student for the purposes of initiation or affiliation of any group, class, club, or athletic
team. Once the hazing incident is seen from a coach or any school official, an incident report
needs to be filled out and turned in to the High School Principal or the Athletic Director
immediately.

Due Process for Athletic Participants

The Fifth Amendment clearly states that any person accused of wrongdoing will be
guaranteed due process. This right may not be dismissed by state laws or educational policies.
Any time that a student-athlete is at risk of losing eligibility or a long-term disciplinary action,
due process must be observed. However, minor discipline cases involving student-athletes are
not required to adhere to this due process order.

As a school district, it is necessary that the faculty, student-athletes, and guardians
understand the procedure for due process. It is important to note that this procedure for due
process is put in place to provide the student-athlete protection from an arbitrary dismissal from
the team. While the following process is expected to be carried out for any major suspensions or
total dismissal from an athlete team, the process is not designed for minor infractions or
disciplinary cases.

In the case of any long-term disciplinary action or dismissal from an athletic team, the
school district will provide the following procedures to ensure due process for any
student-athlete:

1. The school will provide parents and student-athletes a statement that acknowledges their
understanding of the athletic code of conduct, and the expectations that the
student-athlete is expected to uphold.

2. The school should provide evidence of or witness(es) to any alleged violation.
3. The school will inform the student-athlete of their findings.
4. The student-athlete will be given an opportunity to explain their side of the story with the

coach about the allegations.
5. The head coach will issue the decision of disciplinary action to the student-athlete in a

timely manner.
6. The student-athlete and/or guardian will be given an opportunity to appeal this

disciplinary decision from the head coach.
7. The appeal of this disciplinary decision will be heard by the athletic director and a

building-level administrator.
8. The disciplinary decision of the head coach will be affirmed or remanded at this time.
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Risk Management Concepts for Coaches/Athletic Directors

1. A risk management plan is a vital part of all interscholastic athletics. It is important that
all coaches, administrators, and athletic personnel work together to provide the safest
programs possible. Risk management is an ongoing, aggressive leadership commitment
from all involved parties. This means that the process for a successful risk management
plan will require development and implementation of new ideas from a variety of
individuals.

2. The strategic plan, which is ever changing, should be put in place as a safeguard and
viewed solely as a preventative plan. While the objective of a risk management plan is to
prevent injuries or hazards to any involved parties, it should be understood that all
hazards will not be eliminated from an athletic program. If all involved parties follow the
guidelines every day, then it is to be expected that the risk management plan is preventing
and safeguarding participants from hazards.

3. In order to maintain the most effective risk management plan, a school must always
practice ongoing research, proactive planning, and inter-communication in order to
minimize the hazards or risks. Specific consideration must be made for age-appropriate
sports, the diversity of teams using the facilities, the equipment and hazards being used,
and the nature of each sport conducted at the school’s facilities.

4. The goals for athletic directors/coaches concerning risk management are:
a. Raise awareness of all participants about the risk of hazards involved in different

sports.
b. Approach risk management with a progressive attitude. Such an attitude should be

quick to change a potential hazard that is noticed by the personnel.
c. Take all preventative steps possible to deter hazardous situations from occurring.

These steps should take place before any use of the school facility, i.e. risk
management checklist of the facility.

d. Always be prepared to adjust to adverse or hazardous conditions that arise when
involved in an athletic event.

e. Organize your time in a way that allows you to be thorough in your inspection of
facilities and/or hazardous situations.

f. Coaches/Administrators should be observant to all facilities and/or hazards. These
hazards should be communicated with other involved parties to ensure a
progressive risk management process.
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g. Involve other members of our staff when making decisions that could potentially
be hazardous to our athletic department.

Risk Warning Statements for Athletic/Activity Participants

1. Students must ride on school-sponsored transportation to away activities.
Parents/Guardians may request release of their student to return from away activities with
an approved adult. The request must be written and given to the coach/sponsor prior to
the game or contest, and the parent must speak with the coach/sponsor. This is for safety
reasons.

2. During times of inclement weather, students will be notified of practice times for the day.
It is important that students and parents take proper precautions when making
arrangements for transportation to and from practice on these days. If a student can not
make it to practice because of weather-related issues then he/she is responsible for
communicating this to the head coach.

3. Any sport that involves physical activity could result in injury to the participants.
Students should try to prevent any unnecessary injuries when they are involved in these
activities.

4. Participation in any sport is a privilege. All student-athletes are expected to treat their
sport as such. If at any time a student does not follow the guidelines set out by the athletic
handbook, they will be subject to suspension and even removal from the team.

5. Equipment that is provided by the school will be checked for proper functioning.
However, it is important to note that some equipment could defect resulting in
unpredictable injury to participants.

6. All equipment that is brought by the student-athlete should be properly maintained and
checked regularly for defects. It is recommended that student-athletes do not use any
equipment that has been altered or contains defects from its original manufacturing.

7. During times of activities, coaches will be present with the players. However, it is
important to understand that students may, at times, be unsupervised in places such as the
locker room. Students are expected to follow the same rules as that of a classroom when
they are in such a situation.
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8. Students may not accept cash or awards for participating in school or non-school
sponsored athletic competitions.

9. No student will be allowed to participate in a sport unless they have completed a Medical
History form and passed a physical exam for the current school year. Medical History
forms must be completed annually and do not require a doctor’s signature. Physicals are
valid for two years if approved by the doctor. This physical is only accepted as completed
when the entire form has been filled out by a doctor and parents. This includes insurance
information and concussion material.

Miscellaneous Policies

1. No activities shall be scheduled on Wednesday evening unless approved by the principal.

2. If a student-athlete wishes to participate in multiple sports and activities in the same
season, he/she must commit to playing to the coaches in the first two weeks of each sport.
The eligibility rosters will be completed and submitted to MSHSAA after the second
week. No athlete on an eligibility roster will be allowed to join another roster after this
two-week period unless he/she discontinues participation with the previous sport or
activity.

Risks Involved for Student-Athletes Participating in Sports

1. All sport activities will require some form of time commitments from the
student-athletes. This time may be outside the hours of regular school time.
Student-athletes and their parents should discuss the times of this commitment and should
have a plan for transportation to and from the school.

2. Athletic competition will include physical activity. Proper conditioning is necessary to
prevent fatigue and injury for the athlete.

3. Some unpredictable circumstances can occur during athletic activities. Any
weather-related circumstances that disrupt the activity could be dangerous to the
student-athlete. It is important that the student and the parent communicate with each
other about these types of situations.

4. Equipment that is used by the student-athlete should be properly maintained and
unaltered from its original manufacturing. Injury may occur if this rule is not followed.

5. Minor injuries that occur with student-athletes during competition may be treated by the
coach or training staff on hand. If any parent does not wish for this to occur, then they
will need to notify the coach and their child of this prior to the season.
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6. All injuries should be treated with the proper care and attention. If a parent needs
assistance with having their child checked out for an injury, then the parent will need to
communicate with the coach about their concerns.

7. MSHSAA works hard to inform athletes and parents/guardians about concussions. If your
child is suspected of having a concussion, he/she will be required to get a release to
participate form filled out by a medical professional.
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Parent/Coach Relationships and Expectations

Wheaton High School expects the coaches and parents to always keep in mind that the ultimate
goal for their relationship is to help the student-athlete obtain the best education while allowing
them the privilege of competing in sports or activities. Parents are expected to encourage their
child and to support the participation of their child in sports and activities. While everyone wants
to see their child succeed at the highest level, it is important that parents do not interfere. Parents
are expected to show the same respect for the school as they should receive in return from the
school.

Expectations for Parents of Student-Athletes:
1. It is recommended that parents/guardians attend early season meetings scheduled by

coaches (if necessary) in order to better understand the goals of the program.
2. Some sports will require a cost for equipment. Some equipment will be provided by the

school, but student-athletes will be required to obtain some equipment on their own.
Some examples of this equipment will include: shoes, socks, practice clothes, and gloves.
Student-athletes will also be required to present a current physical form for each school
year of participation.

3. Parents should support the efforts of the team, not solely your child.
4. The head coach is the head of the team. He/she deserves respect at all times. Avoid

coaching your child during coach contact times.
5. Be positive in player and coach support.
6. Understand that the coaching staff are important role models for your children. Please

demonstrate respect and appreciation to everyone involved in your child’s athletic
experience.

Proper Methods for a Parent to Express Dissatisfaction with a Coach:
It is understood that all parents, players, and coaches may not always completely agree.
However, it is our expectation at Wheaton High School that these disagreements should be
expressed in a professional manner. The following guidelines should be used for a parent to
express dissatisfaction with a coach:

1. Communicate with your child and be clear about what the problem is.
2. Have your child talk with the coach and try to solve the issue between the head coach and

the player.
3. Contact the coach during his/her planning period and ask to set a time to visit with all

involved parties (student-athlete, coach, or assistant coaches). Please understand that
some coaches may have a “24-48 hour rule” in place after a game before they prefer to be
contacted.
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4. If the parent is not satisfied with the outcome of this conference, they are welcome to
schedule another conference with a building-level administrator/athletic director and the
coach.

Expectations of Coaches for Communicating with Parents:
1. Expectations of the child are clear (attendance, special equipment, eligibility

requirements, out-of-season policies, etc)
2. Locations and times of all practices and sporting events
3. Disciplinary actions that may result in the suspension of the student’s participation of the

particular sport
4. All communication will be communicated in the utmost professional manner

Media Guidelines - Coaches & Players

Media will often want to interview coaches and players before or after a game. The list provides
a way to conduct yourself when dealing with all media.

● Respect and show humility toward the media outlets.
● Show good judgment in sharing information.
● Have an awareness that what you say is permanent.
● Be professional.
● If you do not feel comfortable answering certain questions, mention that you decline to

comment.

Social Media Guidelines - Coaches & Players

Social media is a growing popularity for individuals to share expression. It is important our
coaches and students are representing Wheaton Schools in a positive manner. Make sure to
understand that freedom of speech is not unlimited and may have consequences in certain
situations. Prohibited behaviors for usage of all social media include:

● Sexually explicit, indecent, illegal, or defamatory language or actions
● Comments designed to harass or bully students or school personnel
● Derogatory language regarding school personnel or other students
● Nude, sexually-oriented, or indecent photos or altered pictures

Financial Information

Budget
Each athletic program will have the opportunity to make requests on a “need” basis. As
administrators evaluate requests from head coaches, each program will be treated fairly in the
process.
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Fundraising/Community Financial Support
Getting support from the Wheaton community can be a great benefit for each athletic program.
However, many businesses, organizations, families, and other donors get contacted about
fundraising from many other clubs and organizations in our school district. Coaches should be
mindful about how to raise funds for their programs. Requests for funds from the Athletic
Booster Club should be made by the Athletic Director.

Uniform Rotation
Our athletic department adopted a three-year uniform rotation in 2016. This allows our athletic
programs to have quality uniforms in competition as they tend to wear out and discolor after just
a few years.

Ordering Process
All athletic programs must fill out an online requisition for anything such as equipment, supplies,
uniforms, etc. Once submitted, it will be sent to the Athletic Director and Superintendent for
approval. If approved, the order can be placed. Below is the information needed when filling out
the online requisition form:

● Vendor
● Requisition date and expected date
● Item and description
● Item number

● Quantity
● Unit price
● Unit description (total, each, etc)
● Any shipping or freight charge

Emergency/Crisis Plan

Throughout any activity, there is always a possibility of a hazardous situation arising. This
emergency/crisis plan is to be posted throughout the athletic confines and reviewed each year to
make needed improvements. In order for the school district to provide adequate protection to the
student-athletes, faculty, and spectators, it is important that the emergency/crisis plan is in place
and ready to be put into use during any of the following situations:

1. Severe Weather or Tornado
If severe weather is present, the administrator on duty, the coaches, and the officials are
expected to discuss the possibilities of having to suspend the action of play at some time
throughout the event. This meeting should occur prior to the competition start time. If
severe weather becomes a hazard to the participants and spectators involved, the activity
should be stopped immediately and an announcement made recommending that all
individuals move to the north and south hallways located at each end of the gym. All
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people involved will be expected to stay in these hallways until further notice from the
administrator on duty.

2. Fire
If a fire occurs inside the building, the administrator on duty should make an
announcement to all participants and spectators to exit the building at the proper exits.
Because the removal of a large number of people could cause more hazardous conditions,
it will be important for the administrator to have a plan for dividing the gym and directing
people out through more than one exit. It is important that no other doors or exits leading
into other facilities are left open or unlocked during activities so that no one can be
outside of the activity area and left unaware of the hazardous condition.

3. Ice Storm
In the case of unpredictable ice storms or freezing rain, it is important that all events are
cancelled as soon as possible. Even though severe weather such as this is usually
predictable, a plan for ending a practice or game should always be ready to be put in
place. All student-athletes should be provided the opportunity to contact his/her parents
before leaving the facility. The sponsor or administrator on duty is responsible for not
leaving any student-athlete unattended during such a situation.

4. Severe Injury to a Participant
In the case of a severe injury, contact information for the student-athlete’s guardian
should be easily accessible. That guardian should be contacted and informed of the
current situation.

5. Lockdown of Facility
A lockdown of a facility may occur at some time during practice or meeting of the team.
If such a situation should occur, all participants will be required to go into the correct
locker room with the coach or sponsor and have the door locked behind them. No person
is to leave the confines of this area until further instructed by a school administrator.

Academic Eligibility Guidelines (Student Handbook)

1. Students shall have no failing grades the previous quarter (junior high) or semester (high
school) to be fully eligible.

2. Students who have one failing grade the previous quarter (junior high) or semester (high
school) will be eligible to practice. These students will have a probationary status for the
following quarter (junior high) or semester (high school).
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3. Students who have a probationary status will be involved in a weekly grade check with their
head coach.  Grade checks will take place every Monday.  Students having no failing grades will
be allowed to fully participate in competition that week.

4. Students who have two or more failing grades the previous quarter (junior high) or semester
(high school) will be ineligible for both practice and participation. (MSHSAA Regulation)

5. Students must be in attendance three full class periods of the school day to be eligible to
participate in an activity that day.

6. Students, who after participating in a morning athletic practice, are absent for more than three
full classes of that day, will miss the next scheduled athletic activity, whether practice or game.

7. Students may recover one full credit and eligibility requirements by attending summer school.

8. Students must have met the MSHSAA standards of credits earned the previous semester.

9. Abide by the rules and regulations throughout the year as outlined in the Wheaton R-III
School Student Handbook, Wheaton High School Athletic Handbook, and MSHSAA
Regulations.

10. A transfer student must enter school within the first 11 days of the semester and cannot have
more than two F’s on their transfer record. At the end of one quarter (junior high) or semester
(high school), the student must fully meet the Wheaton R-III standards with no more than one F.

11. If a student is suspended from school, he/she cannot participate, practice, or attend an activity
on the day(s) of the suspension.

12. Sponsors/Coaches have authority to regulate and discipline students who are not displaying
responsible behavior and/or grades as stated in their student contracts.

Age Requirement for Student-Athlete Participation

The student must not be over the age of 19 prior to July 1 for sport competition.

Time Allowed for Participation

Students may participate in any activity for the maximum of 4 seasons, or 4 consecutive years.

Athletic Lettering
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The qualifications to letter in each sport is completely at the discretion of the coaching staff of
each individual sport.

Wheaton Athletics Eligibility Form

STUDENT NAME ____________________________________ GRADE __________

___________  I have read and understand the WHS Athletics Handbook and agree to follow the
policies listed. I also understand the consequences if I do not live within the policies listed.

Student-Athlete Signature  _______________________________ Date ___________

Parent/Guardian Signature _______________________________ Date ___________
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