
 
 

LAGUNITAS SCHOOL DISTRICT 
NEWSLETTER 

  

Lagunitas and San Geronimo Schools     ~    October 31, 2021 
Serving Forest Knolls, Lagunitas, San Geronimo, and Woodacre, California 

 
Quote of the Week:  “No matter what happens, always keep your childhood innocence.  It’s the most important thing.”(Federico 
Fellini, 1920 – 1993) 
 

Important Dates* 
 
Tuesday, November 2  - Racial Equity Group meeting 7 pm (Zoom link below) 
Tuesday, November 2  - Open Classroom Dia de los Muertos parade and celebration 
Wednesday, November 3 - Montessori Parent Group meeting 5 pm (Zoom link below) 
Friday, November 5  - Coast Miwok Assemblies (K-8th grades) 
Friday, November 5  - Middle School movie night 7:15 pm 
Sunday, November 7  - Daylight Savings Time ends (set clocks back an hour) 
Tuesday, November 9  - LEAP Board meeting 7 pm (Zoom link will be emailed) 
Thursday, November 11 - No School – Veteran’s Day 
Monday, November 15 - LEAP give-back night at Arti’s Natural Indian Café in Lagunitas 
Wednesday, November 17 - Facilities Committee meeting 3 pm 
Wednesday, November 17 - Open Classroom Parent meeting 6:30 pm 
Thursday, November 18 - Lagunitas School Board meeting 6:30 pm 
Monday, November 22 –  
Friday, November 26 - No School – Fall Break 
 
Racial Equity Zoom link:   
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89125827218?pwd=Z0ZaNm9hT1JLTEdkdUVzcFNydWJJZz09 
 
Montessori Parent Meeting Zoom link:  
zoom.us/j/7576299001?pwd=RXRVQ2VmYjQ1K29lay9XMWMwbUJYQT09 
 
News and Information 
 
We fared well with the heavy and persistent rains last week.  We were able to stay open because we didn’t have 
a power outage at school, flooding, or any other storm-related safety concern.  Decisions to close a school are 
made by school Superintendents usually in dialogue with the Marin County Office of Education.  Our campus 
has unique advantages and challenges.  The rains brought great joy to our students as they had more freedom 
than many schools allow to be outside when the rain was light.   
 
It’s good for the soul to see middle school students with arms outstretched, twirling and rejoicing in the rain 
during lunch recess.  We opened the multi-purpose room and classrooms for indoor eating, and had the gym as 
an additional option for games during recess.  Our elementary students also love being outside during light rain 
when they are dressed in raincoats, boots and hats.  They love digging canals and splashing through the puddles.   
 

 

 

    
 

Thank you for all the 
support to and from LEAP! 



The much-needed rain cleansed our campus, turned our field green, and was absolutely beautiful.  The gophers 
didn’t do so well, however.  We had quite a few that didn’t survive, and then we had some visiting turkey 
vultures in the trees scouting out meals.  I know the heavy rains can also cause serious hazards for the 
community as well as power outages.  I hope you all didn’t experience any serious weather-related emergencies.   
 
We will soon be at the end of the first trimester of school.  We have definitely hit a nice stride, but it’s still 
sloping up as new programs and curriculum are developed, new teachers are learning about our routines, Covid 
protocols are impacting our usual practices, and we are relearning how to be together in person. 
 
The Halloween and Dia de los Muertos celebrations as October ends and November begins bring us together in 
new ways.  We had a wonderful Halloween parade, dance party, Haunted Rats and Cats Circus, and then a 
Team Time activity.  The Team Time groups have a mix of students with one from each grade level K – 7th 
usually.  This time the 8th grade students joined in and helped lead the skeleton drawing activity.  It’s truly 
remarkable to observe how all the groups are so attentive to their student leaders.  Even on a day of high energy, 
every group was calm and focused as they sat together on the lower campus.  This monthly program is building 
incredible cross-age and cross-program social connections for our students! 
 
Our classrooms are participating in a variety of Dia de los Muertos ofrendas (altars) and activities in classrooms 
with teachers, in Spanish classes, and with the San Geronimo Valley Community Center.  This is a meaningful 
opportunity for our students to learn about the cultural celebration from Mexico and to share memories of their 
deceased relatives and pets. 
 
Congratulations to all our students participating in this fall’s after-school sports programs!  Thanks to Jenelle 
Ferhart for all the work to create the volleyball, cross country, ultimate Frisbee, and football teams.  Thanks also 
to our coaches and refs – Allison Coolidge, Christina Goodwin, Rubia Krauss, Wayne Patton, Jeff Williams, 
Joseph Larkey, and Buck Chavez!  Our students are practicing and hosting games with other schools on 
campus, and traveling to other area schools to compete.  It’s a great experience even aside from the valuable 
sport aspect as it teaches teamwork and brings school spirit to Lagunitas.  Go Bobcats!  The after-school sports 
programming will ultimately mostly be run through the SGV Community Center. 
 
One last exciting new addition to our school…  The “Lago Radio” LagoChat podcast!  Two Middle School 
students, Zane Edwards and Nathan Ferhart, through their own initiative and the support of Owen and the 
elective program, have a podcast.  The link is on the Lagunitas.org website.  So far, they’ve interviewed our 
science teacher, Andrew, on climate change; our math teacher, Tony, on comics; and Garen, from Recology, on 
recycling. Check it out!  Along with the interviews, you’ll hear some Sheriff’s Calls and jokes.  Click here or go 
to the website:  https://www.lagunitas.org/page/lago-chat. 

Laura Shain 
Principal 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
LEAP 
Dine in or take-out from Arti’s Natural Indian Café on Monday, November 15 for LEAP’s first give-back 
fundraiser of the year! 
 
Our district-wide foundation, LEAP, meets monthly to raise and distribute funds to the three programs.  LEAP 
depends on parent pledges each year, as well as funds raised from our special events.  Funds from LEAP are so 
important to our students.  They help support the arts, the classroom assistants, the Spanish programs, field trips 
and other special activities.  For details, go to Leap4Education.org. 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 



Marin County is offering our youth another means of mental health support through a co-branded crisis text line 
-Text MARIN to 741741. 
  
The Marin County Crisis Text Line offers free, 24/7, confidential crisis counseling via text and is a great place 
to turn when experiencing anxiety, depression, substance use, suicidal ideation, or any painful emotion. While 
available to any age, the Crisis Text Line predominantly attracts teens ages 17 and under who are comfortable 
using text as a medium for communication and support. 
 

      
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Basketball season is on its way from November to March. The Community Center is partnering with St. 
Cecilia’s Church for the 2021-22 Basketball season. We will have girls and boys teams from 3rd grade through 
8th grade. Practices start at the end of November are twice a week after-school (dates and times TBD). Games 
starts the first week of January. Please contact Lori Ramirez at lramirez@sgvcc.org if your child is interested in 
playing or if you are interested in coaching. Registration is $250/$200 for additional siblings, plus $50 for the 
uniform fee. Scholarships are available. Registration and scholarship forms are available on our website at 
https://www.sgvcc.org/cyo-basketball/. 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
The Valley After School Tutoring Program (VAST) offers one-on-one tutoring and homework help for 
students at affordable rates. Our hourly rate is $20/hr. and tutoring can be as many days as needed.  This year 
we are offering this program as a hybrid - offering either in-person or virtually. The hours for tutoring Monday - 
Thursday from 3pm - 5pm and Wednesdays are 2 pm. For more information contact Lori Ramirez, VAST 
Coordinator at vast@sgvcc.org or at 415-488-4118 ext. 506. VAST is currently seeking tutors for in-person 
instruction, especially in Middle School Math or other subjects please call ASAP if interested. For more 
information about any Youth Programs please contact Nicole Ramirez at 415-488-8888 X 254 or 
nramirez@sgvcc.org. 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

   
 



   
 

 
Follow us on the Lagunitas_School_District Instagram 

 


