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Knight Owl
By: Christopher Denise

A determined Owl builds strength and confidence in this medieval
picture book about the real mettle of a hero: wits, humor, and heart.
Since the day he hatched, Owl dreamed of becoming a real knight. He
may not be the biggest or the strongest, but his sharp nocturnal
instincts can help protect the castle, especially since many knights
have recently gone missing. While holding guard during Knight Night
Watch, Owl is faced with the ultimate trial—a frightening intruder. It’s a
daunting duel by any measure. But what Owl lacks in size, he makes
up for in good ideas. Full of wordplay and optimism, this surprising
display of bravery proves that cleverness (and friendship) can rule over
brawn. (Amazon.com)

Hot Dog
By: Doug Salati

This hot dog has had enough of summer in the city! Enough of sizzling
sidewalks, enough of wailing sirens, enough of people's feet right in his
face. When he plops down in the middle of a crosswalk, his owner
endeavors to get him the breath of fresh air he needs. She hails a taxi,
hops a train, and ferries out to the beach.

Here, a pup can run! With fluid art and lyrical text that have the
soothing effect of waves on sand, award-winning author Doug Salati
shows us how to find calm and carry it back with us so we can
appreciate the small joys in a day. (Amazon.com)

Palace of Books
By: Patricia Polacco

When young Patricia’s family moves to Battle Creek, Michigan, she
finds it hard to believe this new place will ever feel like home. But soon
she meets the kind librarian Mrs. Creavy and discovers the library’s
doors are always open. Now, Patricia has a place to explore and study
books about the birds that she loves. Mrs. Creavy even introduces her
to the books of John James Audubon and helps Patricia introduce her
classmates to the joy of birds by becoming the first member of the
Audubon Bird Club of Freemont Elementary. (Amazon.com)



Find Your Brave
By: Apryl Stott

Coco and Bear are excited to perform their super special dance at the
summer festival…until Coco loses her brave during dress rehearsal!
Bear offers to help Coco find it and they start by asking their friends:
“How do you find your brave?” Even after trying their friends’
suggestions, though, Coco still doesn’t have her I-can-do-anything brave
back. So she and Bear decide to drop out of the show.

But when things take an unexpected turn and Bear gets into trouble,
Coco quickly comes to his rescue. Could it be that her brave was never
lost—it was just hiding behind her fear? And if that’s true, then perhaps
Coco has enough brave to join Bear on stage after all. (Amazon.com)

Choosing Brave
By: Angela Joy

Mamie Till-Mobley is the mother of Emmett Till, the 14-year-old boy who
was brutally murdered while visiting the South in 1955. His death
became a rallying point for the civil rights movement, but few know that
it was his mother who was the catalyst for bringing his name to the
forefront of history.

In Choosing Brave, Angela Joy and Janelle Washington offer a
testament to the power of love, the bond of motherhood, and one
woman's unwavering advocacy for justice. It is a poised, moving work
about a woman who refocused her unimaginable grief into action for the
greater good. Mamie fearlessly refused to allow America to turn away
from what happened to her only child. She turned pain into change that
ensured her son's life mattered. Timely, powerful, and beautifully told,
this thorough and moving story has been masterfully crafted to be both
comprehensive and suitable for younger readers. (Amazon.com)

A New Day
By: Brad Meltzer

Sunday quit, just like that. She said she was tired of being a day. And so the
other days of the week had no choice but to advertise: "WANTED: A NEW
DAY. Must be relaxing, tranquil, and replenishing. Serious inquires only."
Soon lots of hopefuls arrived with their suggestions, such as Funday,
Bunday, Acrobaturday, SuperheroDay, and even
MonstersWhoResembleJellyfishDay! Things quickly got out of hand … until
one more candidate showed up: a little girl with a thank-you gift for Sunday.
The girl suggested simply a nice day - a day to be kind. And her gratitude
made a calendar's worth of difference to Sunday, who decided she didn't
need to quit after all. (Amazon.com)



Stella
By: McCall Hoyle

Told from Stella's perspective, this story is about a special dog who must
find the courage to overcome her fears in order to help save a young girl
with epilepsy.

Ever since she was a puppy, Stella was trained to use her powerful
beagle nose to sniff out dangerous chemicals and help her handler keep
people safe. But during a routine security inspection, Stella misses the
scent of an explosive. The sound of the blast is loud and scary. Unable
to go back to work because of her anxiety, Stella is retired as a working
dog.

When a young girl name Cloe wants to adopt Stella, the beagle knows
this is her last chance to prove her worth. But how? When Stella smells
a strange chemical inside Cloe's body, a scent that surges just before
the girl has a seizure, Stella's nose makes the connection. But how can
Stella warn her new family without them thinking she's having an
anxiety attack? How can she convince others that she can be a new
kind of service dog and hopefully save Cloe's life? (Amazon.com)

The Super Teacher Project
By: Gordon Korman

Oliver Zahn, spitball champion and self-declared rule-wrecker of
Brightling Middle School, is not a fan of his new homeroom teacher, Mr.
Aidact. The guy is sort of stiff, never cracks a smile, and refers to them
as “pupils.” The worst part is he catches Oliver before he can pull any of
his signature pranks! It’s time for Oliver and his best friend, Nathan, to
show the new teacher who’s boss.

But as the weeks go by, they start to realize that Mr. Aidact is not what
they expected. He has an uncanny ability to remember song lyrics or
trivia. When the girls’ field hockey team needs a new coach, he
suddenly turns out to be an expert. He never complains when other
teachers unload work on him—even when it’s lunchroom duty and
overseeing detention. Against all odds, Mr. Aidact starts to become the
most popular teacher at Brightling. Still, Oliver and Nathan know that
something is fishy. They’re determined to get to the bottom of the
mystery: What’s the deal with Mr. Aidact? (Amazon.com)



Ice Cream Machine
By: Adam Rubin (Author of Dragons Love Tacos)

In these six stories, set in six distinct worlds, you’ll meet a boy and his
robot nanny traveling the globe in search of the world’s tastiest treat, a
child mechanical prodigy who invents the freshest dessert ever, and an
evil ice cream truck driver who strikes fear in the heart of every kid in
town.

You’ll be transported to a beachside boardwalk with an ice cream stand
run by a penguin, a hilltop realm ruled by a king with a sweet tooth, and
a giant alien space lab with a lone human subject who longs for a taste
of home.

Each story features black-and-white interior illustrations from a different
artist, including Daniel Salmieri, Charles Santoso, Liniers, Emily
Hughes, Nicole Miles, and Seaerra Miller, making this book unlike any
you've ever seen. And exclusive to the paperback, you'll also find six
more stories inspired by The Ice Cream Machine, written by kids like
you and hand-picked by Adam Rubin himself! So grab a cup or a cone,
and watch out for brain freeze! You'll definitely want to save room for
this treat. (Amazon.com)

Finally Seen
By: Kelly Yang

When ten-year-old Lina Gao steps off the plane in Los Angeles, it’s her first
time in America and the first time seeing her parents and her little sister in five
years! She’s been waiting for this moment every day while she lived with her
grandmother in Beijing, getting teased by kids at school who called her “left
behind girl.” Finally, her parents are ready for her to join their fabulous life in
America! Except, it’s not exactly like in the postcards:

1. School’s a lot harder than she thought. When she mispronounces some
words in English on the first day, she decides she simply won’t talk. Ever again.

2. Her chatty little sister has no problem with English. And seems to do
everything better than Lina, including knowing exactly the way to her parents’
hearts.

3. They live in an apartment, not a house like in Mom’s letters, and they owe a
lot of back rent from the pandemic. And Mom’s plan to pay it back sounds more
like a hobby than a moneymaker.

4. As she reckons with her hurt, Lina tries to keep a lid on her feelings, both at
home and at school. When her teacher starts facing challenges for her latest
book selection, a book that deeply resonates with Lina, it will take all of Lina’s
courage and resilience to get over her fear in order to choose a future where
she’s finally seen. (Amazon.com)


