
18 May 2020 

Dear Laker Families: 

Abraham Lincoln stated in an address to Congress in 1862: 

“The dogmas of the quiet past, are inadequate to the stormy present. The occasion is piled high with difficulty, 
and we must rise with the occasion. As our case is new, so we must think anew, and act anew.” 

Lincoln’s quote is applicable today and, as an Administrative Cabinet, we have worked with our entire staff and 
the Board of Education to “rise to the occasion” to overcome this challenge that is piled high with difficulty. We 
have worked to find safe, innovative ways to address the ever-changing information from national, state and 
local health and government officials regarding schools. I am so proud of, and impressed with, the efforts of my 
staff to find best answers for all involved with our school district.  

As you know, there are so many permutations, scenarios and variables for us to consider and work through, to 
name them all as well as the pros and cons of each would create a very large and convoluted 
document.  Decisions and direction from the Governor’s office and the Michigan Department of Education are 
monitored and responded to as they arrive.  Meetings within the District, TBA ISD and with state organizations 
occur frequently.  I share this with you to assure you we are learning all we can so we can determine a course of 
safety and success for our students and our staff.  

We are building a framework and structure that will allow us to be able to adjust to whatever is required by the 
Governor and health officials for us to begin school in September.  With Governor Whitmer announcing on 
Friday the creation of a committee to develop a plan for schools to re-open in the fall, we will continue to do all 
we can locally and wait for the determinations that come out of that committee and look to implement what is 
required.  

Please know we are looking at various transportation scenarios, instructional models that are highly 
innovative, safety measures that are in line with what health officials are recommending and are then 
monitored by our school nurse who is working on a number of ways to make our school even safer. 

With the great hope, we can honor our Seniors the way we all want to, Commencement is being 
moved to Saturday, June 27th on the football field.  The rain date will be Sunday the 28th.  We are 
very hopeful that we will be able to have a Face-to-face, graduation ceremony, with facemasks as 
needed and social distancing being observed, of course.  

As the picture of what we are able to do to open school in September becomes more clear in the 
weeks and months to come, we will provide you with all of the details you desire and need.  With that 
said, I absolutely seek your thoughts and ideas on how we can be ready for your child(ren).  I am 
grateful for those already received.  

With Laker Pride, 

Jon D. Hoover 

Superintendent 

 


