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Dear RSU 1 Families,

We hope that your child has had a positive start to the school year. The 
health and safety plan adopted by the school system has allowed us to 
provide 100% in-person instruction with limited disruptions due to illness 
and quarantines. Thank you for your ongoing patience and flexibility as 
we continue to navigate the COVID-19 pandemic. 

It is hard to believe that we are two months into the school year. During 
this time, we moved from the beginning of the year focus of getting to 
know students, building relationships, and establishing expectations to 
a more intentional focus on engaging and rigorous learning targets. At 
the same time, we remain focused on meeting the social and emotional 
needs of students.

Please enjoy the fall edition of our district newsletter. As I visit the schools 
each week, it is refreshing to see students interact with peers and staff 
members as they engage in relevant learning experiences that enhance 
their knowledge and skills.

Sincerely,

Patrick Manuel 
Superintendent of Schools
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Stay in School and School Activities - 
Sign Up for Pooled Testing!

We would like to remind everyone of the opportuni-
ty being offered this school year at all our schools 
for pooled testing, and it is not too late to sign up.  
Some of the benefits of pooled testing programs 
are:

• COVID-19 infections are discovered before there 
is enough concentrated virus in an individual to 
spread it to anyone else.

• If you or your student is identified as a close con-
tact to a positive case at school and are part of 
pooled testing for at least two consecutive weeks 
(no missed week due to a holiday, absence, etc), 
you are not required to quarantine from classes 
or school based activities.

The pooled testing is simple and quick. It requires 
four circular swipes at the front part of one’s nose 
and can be self-administered by most students. 
Testing happens once a week for staff and students 
who opt into the program. This program is recom-
mended for both vaccinated and unvaccinated staff 
and students given the new information around 
breakthrough cases for those vaccinated.

If you are interested in participating in this program, 
please fill out the digital consent permission forms 
following the directions below.

DIRECTIONS TO PROVIDE CONSENT:

1. Click the correct link: 
Student Consent Link 
Staff Consent Link

Note: if you are filling this out for multiple students, 
you need to complete a separate consent each 
time.  

2. Enter the access code for where your student 
attends or where you primarily work: 
 
Morse High School/Bath Tech: 3XY5A2 
Bath Middle School: 99D9WR 
Phippsburg Elementary School: ZZNKIQ 
Fisher Mitchell School: C7Q317 
Dike Newell School: R8HFR9 
Woolwich Central School: TZB95F

3. Many are confused with question #6, not know-
ing how to answer. The correct answer is the first 
selection which reads, “It is time for my recurrent 
COVID-19 test.”  Follow the prompted steps and 
submit at the end. 

Only students and staff with completed consent 
forms are able to participate in testing. If you do not 
want yourself or your family to participate, do not 
fill out a form. To learn more about pooled testing, 
read the following Information Sheet. For more 
information, visit Concentric by Ginkgo’s website.

Snow Day Plans

RSU 1 will be returning to traditional snow days 
this school year. Remote learning days may be 
considered if the district exceeds the five snow 
days built into the school calendar.

Notifications of a snow day will be made in 
the morning as typical, using the messenger 
system, website, social media, and TV/radio 
outlets. RSU 1 will always do its best to make 
the right call. However, please know we under-
stand that it is always the parent/guardian who 
makes the final decisions regarding the safety 
of their student (s). If there is ever a circum-
stance where school has not been canceled 
or delayed, yet you feel it is best to keep your 
child home because of road conditions, we 
respect your decision to do so.
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News From

Morse High School and Bath Tech Honor 
the Past and Welcome the Future in 
Ribbon-Cutting Ceremony

On the evening on September 22, 2021, RSU1 
staff, students, families, alumni, and community 
partners gathered for the ribbon-cutting ceremo-
ny of the new Morse High School and Bath Tech, 
which opened its doors in February of 2020. 

Attendees were treated to the Morse High School 
chorus singing The Star-Spangled Banner before 
RSU1 Superintendent Patrick Manuel gave his 
opening remarks. “The process (of constructing 
the new high school) began in 2012 when our first 
application went into the State. We got the green 
light in 2015. It was a long process, but it was very 
rewarding to see the students and staff enter the 
building on the first day,” he said. 

The $75.3 million facility replaced the original 
Morse High School on High Street in Bath, which 
was constructed in 1904 and rebuilt in 1929 
following a fire. The new facility includes upgrades 
which range from Promethean Boards (interactive 
screens which replace projectors) in every 
classroom to new and expanded athletic facilities 
to a beautifully reimagined Montgomery Theater. 
Manuel went on to thank the many contributors 
that lead to the project’s success and created a 
facility “that allows for flexibility, adaptability, and 
evolution.” 

Speaker Stephen August, Chairman of the RSU1 
School Board, called the new school “a celebra-
tion of community” built on a strong foundation of 
time-honored traditions and history. Leaving the 
original school had brought out a feeling of nostal-
gia in students and staff: Morse High School 

Principal Eric Varney said that a love letter to Morse 
was signed on the final days before the move. He 
wondered whether the nostalgia would linger but 
found it noticeably absent. “No letters have been 
sent since then, and no letters are necessary; we 
love our new school,” he said. 

Bath Tech Director Julie Kenny talked about the 
unity the new building creates between Morse and 
Bath Tech. “Where Bath Tech used to stand on the 
outskirts of the Morse building, our programs are 
now intertwined with the Morse community, offering 
staff the opportunity to work together and collabo-
rate to educate our students,” she said. “The 
increased visibility of our programs has made a 
clear impact on students, as we saw a 25% 
increase in enrollment in just one year with 41% of 
the Morse 11th and 12th graders currently attend-

Superintendent Patrick Manuel addresses ceremony guests
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ing Bath Tech programs.”

Bath Tech has also expanded in the new school, 
adding a cosmetology program in 2021 with plans 
to add a criminal justice program in 2022. 

The last speaker of the evening was Brian Hatch, 
Chair of the Alumni Scholarship Fund, which has 
contributed more than $272,000 in scholarships to 
Morse graduates last year alone. “It’s not brick and 
mortar that makes Morse High School and Bath 
Tech what they are,” he said. “It’s the students, 
staff, alumni, families, and (community). They are 
the heart and soul.”

“My favorite overheard exchange in the new school 
was between two teenaged students,” shared 
Principal Varney. “One said to the other, ‘Going to 
school in a place like this makes me want to try 
harder.’ ”

Four Morse High School Students 
Announced as Semifinalists in the 2022 
National Merit Scholarship Program

Officials of the National Merit Scholarship Corpora-
tion (NMSC) announced the names of approximate-
ly 16,000 Semifinalists in the 67th annual National 
Merit Scholarship Program this month; a pool which 
represents less than one percent of U.S. high 
school seniors. Four Morse High School students, 
Samuel Schultz, Aidan Shields, Elliot Harkins, and 
Iris Hennin, have earned a semifinalist spot after 
taking the Preliminary SAT/National Merit Scholar-
ship Qualifying Test in 2020.

“The Morse faculty could not be more proud of 
these four students who have earned their place as 
National Merit Scholar Semifinalists,” said Morse 
High School Principal Eric Varney. “Students do not 
accomplish this designation without commitment 
and competence in their academics. We are hope-
ful that these four outstanding students will contin-

ue to the next level of national recognition.”

National Merit Scholarship winners of 2022 will be 
announced beginning in April of 2022 and 
concluding in July. These scholarship recipients will 
join more than 362,000 other distinguished young 
people who have earned the Merit Scholar title.

National Merit Scholarship Program Semifinalists
L-R: Samuel Schultz, Aidan Shields, Elliot Harkins, Iris Hennin

Join the Discussion!
What if the World Warmed and the 

Oceans Rose?

Join the Morse High School Library for a 
series of discussions grounded in compelling 
readings and an author visit that invite reflec-
tion on the topic of climate change. Our 
facilitator, from the Maine Humanities Council, 
will guide the discussions. All books are 
provided, and there is no charge to participate. 

Dates: Thursdays, Dec. 2, Feb. 3, Apr. 7, 
Apr. 14 from 2:30 - 4:00 p.m.

Sign up at the MHS Library or contact Dawn 
Lee at dlee@rsu1.org
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Twenty-Nine Morse High School Students 
Earn AP Scholar Award

Twenty-nine Morse High School students have 
earned AP Scholar Awards in recognition of their 
exceptional achievement on AP Exams. The 
College Board’s Advanced Placement Program® 
(AP®) provides willing and academically prepared 
students with the opportunity to take rigorous, 
college-level courses while still in high school, and 
to earn college credit, advanced placement, or both 
for excellent performance on the AP Exams. 

The College Board recognizes several levels of 
achievement based on students’ performance on 
AP Exams.

At Morse High School, six students qualified for 
the AP Scholar with Distinction Award by earning 
an average score of at least 3.5 on all AP Exams 
taken, and scores of 3 or higher on five or more 
of these exams. These students are Eleanor Car-
rolton, Tanner Hennin, Acadia Morse, Nina Powers, 
Aidan Pryor, and Evan Willertz

Six students qualified for the AP Scholar with Honor 
Award by earning an average score of at least 3.25 
on all AP Exams taken, and scores of 3 or higher 
on four or more of these exams. These students 
are Benjamin Brewer, Lily Clifford, Trevor Hanna, 
Iris Hennin, Allison Reblin, and Liam Scanlon

Seventeen students qualified for the AP Scholar 
Award by completing three or more AP Exams with 
scores of 3 or higher. The students are: Katelyn 
Anderson, Caleb Avery, Sydney Barr, Emma Be-
auregard, Audrey Crews, Dylan DeMerchant, Elliot 
Harkins, Oscar Hennin, Lora LaRochelle, Mary La-
Rochelle, Elizabeth McWalter, Aidan Shields, Jonah 
Smith, Isabel Strelneck, Wren Tetreault, Ivan Wolff, 
and Hadley Wong.

AP Scholars
L-R: Audrey Crews, Jonah Smith, Elliot Harkins, Lora LaRochelle, Iris 

Hennin, Lily Clifford, Allison Reblin (Front row, L-R): Hadley Wong, Aidan 
Shields, Wren Tetreault, Isabel Strelneck, Emma Beauregard

The Story of 826 High Street

The Story of 826 High Street, a documentary 
created by students Isaac Ensel, Isabel
Strelneck, and Tommy Ferolano, is now 
available to watch on YouTube! 

This documentary is the unique cinematic 
story of Morse High School’s community and 
traditions at 826 High Street as the students 
and staff transition to a new school location in 
2021.

Click Here to view
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News From

The Local Businesses Grabbing Up 
Bath Tech Grads

For students interested in learning about Bath 
Tech, the facilities speak for themselves: brand 
new classrooms offer all the amenities needed for 
the school’s eleven trade programs, which range 
from graphic design to carpentry to culinary arts. 
But Bath Tech doesn’t just pride itself in its facilities; 
its students leave high school prepared for the job 
market, and Maine businesses are taking notice. 

Nathaniel Hodgdon, Production Manager at 
Cunningham Security in Yarmouth, reached out to 
Electrical Program instructor Landon Hixon in 2020 
to set up an introduction with his students. Hodg-
don spoke with the class via Zoom and shared that 
he was looking for summer help. A student took him 
up on his offer and spent the summer assisting one 
of Hodgdon’s senior technicians, and, at the end of 
the season, Hodgdon offered him a full-time techni-
cian spot.

“When I graduated way back in 2000, vocational 
schools had a stigma about them of being a school 
that only failures and dropouts would attend,” 
Hodgdon said. “The perceived notion of proper 
schooling was that you go to college after high 
school, perform your four years of college, and get 
a good paying job. That just doesn’t stand up to the 
current job climate and I feel that having a trade 
under your belt is absolutely acceptable.

“This young man came out of Bath Tech with half 
the hours and credentials needed for his low volt-
age license, without spending a dime on schooling. 
I think that high schools offering courses like this 
are fantastic,” he said. 

Bodwell Chrysler Jeep Dodge Ram in Brunswick 

currently employs two Bath tech grads.

“They’ve been well-trained,” said Mike Jamison, 
Service and Parts Director. “I’m getting more affiliat-
ed with the automotive instructor at the new facility 
and it’s a great program they have.” 

Jamison said Bodwell has employed Bath Tech 
grads in the past and noted their long careers with 
the company. “I think offering technical education 
programming is high school huge,” he said. “You’ve 
really got to have it. Not just automotive, but a vari-
ety of disciplines. We would absolutely love to add 
more Bath Tech grads to our team.”

Bath Tech is also considered an “important talent 
pipeline” for Bath Iron Works, one of the largest 
employers in the state.

“Career and technical education programs are 
critical to Bath Iron Works’ ability to cultivate the 
next generation of shipbuilders, the people we will 
depend on to build the ships that the U.S. Navy 
needs,” said Allyson Coombs, Director of Human 
Resources Services. “While BIW offers specialized 

Photo from Experience Day at Bath Tech, where local 8th graders have the 
opportunity to learn about the programming available to them in high school.
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training in shipbuilding-specific trades, having a 
strong foundation in technical education can be an 
important contributor to an employee’s success.”

Bath Tech Director Julie Kenny noted that, for the 
last three years, the school has benefitted from a 
Career and College Readiness grant from the 
MELMAC Education Foundation, which has 
allowed staff to increase their efforts to provide both 
career and college exposure and preparation to 
their students.

“One huge component of this grant is exposing 
students to careers and industries and helping 
them to make connections early on. We bring in 
industry representatives to present to students and 
get students off campus to see the businesses 
first-hand,” she said.

Welding at Work

The Bath Tech class of 2021 welders have 
teamed up with Crooker Construction to build 
the support tower for the scoreboard on the 
new football field. They started off with two 30 
ft long wide flange beams and a pile of heavy 
angle bar and plate. They will deliver a fully 
painted product to Crooker for installation in 
the next few weeks. The finished product is 
23.5 ft tall and weighs in at nearly 2800 lbs.

Photo by welding instructor Jamie Carter

Kenny said she is proud to watch her grads take 
root in Maine communities. With booming enroll-
ment numbers and new programs like cosmetology 
and criminal justice broadening the school’s offer-
ings, Kenny said the future is bright for Bath Tech.

“Bath Tech opens career possibilities that students 
might not have even considered. I encourage all 
students to explore our program offerings as they 
prepare for high school. Whether they stay local or 
travel across the world, the skills they learn here 
will always serve them well, and may open a future 
that’s closer to home than they think.” 
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News From

Chewonki Outdoor Classroom Gives Bath 
Middle School 6th Graders a Week of 
Outdoor Learning

The last day of Bath Middle School’s weeklong 6th 
Grade Science Camp was overcast, but that didn’t 
put a damper on their fun in the Chewonki Outdoor 
Classroom. 

BMS has a history of collaboration with Chewonki, 
the well-known Midcoast nonprofit which began as 
a summer camp and now includes its own school 
and slate of environmental educations programs. 
For the past six years, thanks to funding from 
RSU1 and community financial support, BMS 6th 
graders have had one week with the Chewonki 
team to discover the coast of Maine through their 
expansive campus.

“During the pandemic, we held Zoom classes with 
BMS students, but it’s not the same as being with 
them in person,” said Chewonki staff member Lillian 
MacNeish. “We’re so happy that they are able to be 
here, together, experiencing Chewonki.” 

To make the most of their last day, students were 
divided into groups and rotated through several 
stations. Some students headed down to the 
estuary where they raced an imaginary tide to 
collect organisms from different areas of the
 ecosystem. At pond study, students took nets in 
hand and collected every critter they could find; 
Chewonki staff helped them identify their finds from 
frog to stonefly. At the Traveling Natural History 
Program station, students put together a unique 
puzzle: the skeleton of a whale. 

“Outdoor, hands-on education has always been 
important for students, and we have heard from 

Students race the “tide” to collect organisms from different ecosystems 
in the estuary

Collecting creatures from the pond for identification

Learning about the estuary - what causes tides?
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many visiting schools that the Outdoor Classroom 
experience is a welcome change of pace, espe-
cially as many schools are still dealing with strict 
masking and distancing rules while inside,” said 
Chewonki Director of Marketing Communications 
Cullen McGough. “And while we work closely with 
every visiting school, the folks from Bath Middle 
School are also our friends and neighbors. We 
think these kinds of unique experiences really spark 
curiosity and joy in students, and sometimes help 
open up new ideas and pathways for their future.”

Science camp isn’t the only opportunity BMS 
students have to interact with Chewonki. As 8th 
graders, they can choose to embark on a weeklong 
saltwater canoe trip with 8th graders from Woolwich 
Central School. The FLOW (Fundamental Learning 
On Water) trip has been a classroom highlight since 
it launched in 2014. Chewonki also offers a six-year 
mentoring program called Waypoint, which is open 
to middle and high school students in RSU1. 

BMS Principal Brandon Ward said that the school’s 
partnership with Chewonki goes beyond matching 
curriculums and teaching philosophies. 

“We have many students in our district who have 
never spent an afternoon in the forest and have 
scant experience with the state’s natural bounty,” 
said Ward. “The lessons presented at Chewonki; 
the high expectation for group and personal 
responsibility; the spirit of doing one’s best for the 
betterment of all mesh neatly with learning and 
behavioral expectations we follow at the middle 
school.”

Students examine a diagram to put together a whale spine skeleton
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News From

Discovery Boatbuilding Program Inspires 
Confidence in Woolwich Central School 
7th and 8th Graders

For 14 years, Kurt Spiridakis has taught the Maine 
Maritime Museum’s Boatbuilding Program to 
students at Woolwich Central School (WCS), South 
Bristol School, West Bath School, and Georgetown 
School. Spiridakis said the program is an oppor-
tunity to show students that they are capable of 
handling daunting challenges when they take things 
one step at a time.

“Woodworking is a creative and satisfying process 
using both your mind and your hands,” he said. “It 
teaches students that they can follow a process, 
even though it takes a long time and is semi-com-
plicated, and make a successful product. They find 
out, ‘I can do this!’ ”

The Maine Maritime Museum’s program was an 
early pioneer in utilizing boatbuilding to teach 
STEM (science, technology, engineering, and math) 
when it began in 1995. During the first semester, 
students are taught basic woodworking techniques 
and technology and build three increasingly difficult 
projects to take home: a three-legged stool, a tool 
box, and a carved half model of the skiff they will be 
constructing together in the second semester.

“The small projects give students the knowledge 
and practice they need to trust their hands when it 
comes to building the actual boat,” Spiridakis said.

With class sizes that exceed the boat shop’s 15 
student capacity, 7th and 8th graders at WCS must 
apply to participate. Seventh grader Piper applied 
because she comes from a family of boatbuilders, 
mechanics, and carpenters, and wanted to try the 
craft out for herself. She said she has enjoyed 
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learning how to use different tools, especially the 
Japanese hand saw, which cuts on the pull stroke 
instead of the push. 

Seventh grader François claimed that the class 
was “the funnest thing since sliced bread” and that, 
while he may not grow up to be a carpenter, he 
looks forward to having woodworking skills in his 
back pocket.

Other students, like 8th grader Caleb, got a taste of 
woodworking through the museum’s summer camp, 
and was excited for the opportunity to expand his 
skills. 

The boat that the students will eventually construct 
is a 12-foot, flat-bottomed skiff of a traditional Maine 
design. Graduation from the program will take place 
toward the end of the school year, where students 
will launch and row their boat at Nequasset Lake.
WCS Principal Jason Libby called the school’s 
ability to participate in the program “a true partner-
ship,” noting that a portion of their participation is 
paid through the town, another portion through the 
school, and the last portion through private 
donations. 

“The part that I love about this program is that it’s 
a great equalizer,” Libby said. “There are students 
from all walks of life – athletes, builders, artists – 
and they come together to work on a shared goal. 
They get to see the different strengths in each 
other. I think that is a life-long benefit of this 
program.”   
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News From

Students at Dike Newell School Learn 
How to Make Their Mark

The walls outside Judi Main’s classroom at 
Dike-Newell Elementary School are covered in 
colorful dots, each one a piece of art created by 
one of her students. The project was inspired by 
Peter H. Reynolds’ picture book, The Dot, which 
tells the story of a young girl – Vashti - who claims 
she can’t draw. 

In The Dot, Vashti’s art teacher tells her to make a 
mark on the paper and see where it takes her. She 
makes a single dot with her marker. The next day 
she is surprised to find that her teacher framed the 
dot and hung it behind her desk. Vashti thinks she 
can make a better dot than that and starts experi-
menting. In doing so, she discovers she can draw. 

“I spend most of my time trying to encourage stu-
dents to have confidence in their art,” Main said. 
“They are all amazing artists.” Main said she tries to 
expose her students to many different styles of art 
and media so that they don’t form opinions on the 
“right” way to make art. 

The Dot has inspired so many children and adults 
across the world that International Dot Day was 

established on September 15, 2009. Main hopes 
that the lesson in creativity and courage that turned 
The Dot into an international celebration will stay 
with her students throughout the school year and 
beyond. 

We Need Your Help!

Every year we ask families to fill out the free and 
reduced lunch form. In addition to helping fund 
lunches for students, these forms help qualify 
the school for funding - Title I grant money, and 
even our Fresh Fruit and Veggie Grant program 
are based on the percentage of families who 
qualify for free and reduced lunch.

This year, our applications are down - quite a 
bit! While the food service program is free for all 
students this year, it is important that we collect 
as many applications as possible for free and 
reduced lunch status.

If you think your family might qualify for free and 
reduced lunch, please take a moment to com-
plete the application.

Click Here for Application
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DNS Receives Grant from the Onion 
Foundation

The Dike Newell School recently received an 
Author Visit Grant from the Onion Foundation. 
Author Visit Grants are intended to help PreK-12 
schools bring authors to their schools to share 
writing processes, story development and research 
experiences, while inspiring students to read, write 
and/or illustrate. Be on the lookout for exciting news 
about our visiting author soon.

For more information on the Onion Foundation, 
please visit:
https://www.onionfoundation.org/grants

Lakeshore Learning Donations

Lakeshore Learning recently donated several 
items to the Dike Newell School Library. The library 
received a Jumbo Connect Learn Set, which has 
more than sixty different science activities including 
Maze Challenge, Robotic Duck, TurboAir Mini 
Vacuum, TurboAir Blowing Bubbles, TurboAir Float-
ing Ball and LED Light.Competition. 

The library also received a package of People 
Colors Crayons with a diverse range of colors to 
choose from, as well as a Social Studies Instant 
Learning Center on the Cultures Around the World, 
which allows students to work at their own pace to 
discover fascinating facts about cultures around the 
world.

Many thanks to Lakeshore Learning for their 
generosity!
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Annual Makers Market - Nov. 13

Join us for the 3rd Annual Makers Market, Nov. 
13 at Dike Newell School. We invite all RSU1 
students, area homeschool students and recent 
Morse graduates to participate in selling what 
they make, bake or create! Sign up to sell using 
this Google Form Makers Market 

Have questions? Want to volunteer to help out? 
We could use help setting up and breaking 
down. Email Elyce at elycereavely@gmail.com 

Be on the lookout for our flyer and check out FB 
and Instagram for updates.

Please email us if you have any questions at 
bathelementarypta@gmail.com
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News From

Fisher Mitchell School Expands 40 Book 
Challenge to All Grades

Fisher Mitchell School has taken its successful 40 
Book Challenge program and expanded it across 
all grades. Created by Texas teacher and author 
Donalyn Miller, author of The Book Whisperer and 
Reading in the Wild, the 40 Book Challenge invites 
students to read 40 books across different genres 
during the school year. 

“In the past we have done things like the Blizzard 
of Books where we have a month-long focus on 
independent reading,” said Principal Ross Berkow-
itz. “While it was a lot of fun and the kids enjoy it, it 
was a short burst of schoolwide excitement around 
books. The 40 Book Challenge allows the whole 
school to focus on reading all year long.”

Third grade teacher Nicole Levesque worked with 
librarian Meg Barker, literacy teacher Monica Blatt, 
and third grade teacher Catherine Walsh over the 
summer to adapt the program to suit all students 
at FMS. Fourth and fifth grade students are 
challenged to reach 40 books and third grade 
students are challenged to read 30. 

“This program is a personal challenge; not a 
competition,” Levesque said. “There is no conse-
quence for not completing the challenge.”

Levesque said that she talks about reading 
constantly with her students: discussing authors, 
genres, and styles of writing. When a student 
reaches a reading milestone, she takes a photo of 
them with their favorite book and posts it above the 
class’s reading area. The books they have read 
are recorded in personal journals; larger books can 
count twice. 

Levesque said that the idea of expanding the 
program came from Barker, who noticed how 
engaged students were with the library when they 
were participating in the Challenge in previous 
years. By expanding the program, they hope 
other students will come to enjoy a greater focus on 
reading. 

“The 40 Book Challenge is about fostering a love of 
reading by getting students to explore all kinds of 
different books they might not have otherwise read,” 
Levesque said. “I think that’s why our students 
enjoy it so much.” 

Nicole Levesque’s third grade class with their favorite books
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News From

Phippsburg Elementary School Places 
Among Top 30% of Maine Elementary 
Schools in U.S. News Ranking

In a recently-released ranking of public elementa-
ry schools by U.S. News, Phippsburg Elementary 
School placed among the top 30% of elementary 
schools in the state of Maine and also made the 
U.S. News list of Best Elementary Schools.

Congratulations to PES teachers, staff, and admin 
for this remarkable achievement!  

Phippsburg Elementary School Welcomes 
New Music Teachers Celina Reed and 
Josh Caron

Phippsburg Elementary School is in tune with its 
music program. After the retirement of well-loved 
music teachers Louine Gagnon and Kathy Downing 
last year, PES wasted no time finding two stellar 
educators to carry on the school’s love of music: 
music teacher Celina Reed and band teacher Josh 
Caron. 

“When we both found out we had been hired, we 
started meeting almost weekly to coordinate our 
plans for the year,” Caron said. “We became friends 
and have begun a great partnership.”

Caron received his Bachelor of Music in Contem-
porary and Popular Music from the University of 
Maine at Augusta earlier this year. 

“I’ve always been a musician on the side – teach-
ing private drum lessons, assisting the marching 
band at Edward Little High School in Auburn – and 
I decided I wanted music to become my focus,” he 

said. “This is the perfect midlife career change for 
me.”

Reed was born in New York and has traveled 
across the country as a musician and music teach-
er. She earned her Bachelor of Music Education 
from the University of Central Arkansas; she and 
her husband moved to Maine to “get back home” to 
New England. 

“My goal is to have students love coming to the 
music classroom. Music can be intimidating be-
cause of high standards and expectations. I come 
at music from the perspective of music play,” Reed 
said, describing how she allows students to explore 
music by listening and experimenting with instru-
ments before tackling technicalities. 

All grades have music class with Reed once a 
week, and fourth and fifth graders also have band 
class with Caron. Once hired, Caron wasted no 
time assessing the school’s supply of instruments, 
most of which had sat dormant for over a year 
due to COVID-19. The school supplied funding 
to have the instruments cleaned, serviced, and 
ready for use. Ukuleles will soon be added to the 
school’s repertoire as well; a donation from national 

Celina Reed and Josh Caron
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non-profit DonorsChoose. 

Caron and Reed are looking forward to showing off 
their students’ progress at the school’s Winter Con-
cert (scheduled for Thursday, December 16) and 
are happy to have joined the PES community.

“The staff has been so incredibly supportive here,” 
Reed said. “Music is treated like a real academic 
class and given the attention it deserves.”

Phippsburg Elementary School’s Little 
Free Library

On the front lawn of Phippsburg Elementary School 
(PES) you’ll find a wood box in the shape of a tiny 
house sitting atop a post. At first you might wonder 
what it is – a giant birdhouse? – but step a little 
closer. It’s Phippsburg Elementary School’s 
Little Free Library, recently revitalized by 4th grade 
teacher Sandi Brann. 

The library was one of two created and erected by 
The Academy Program at Morse High School in 
partnership with local veterans from the Bath VFW 
in 2018. The other library was delivered to 
Woolwich Central School. 

“We had a school-wide ribbon cutting ceremony 
when the library was unveiled with several commu-
nity members as well as the students and teacher 
who built it,” Brann said. “The initial excitement has 
died down since then, though.”

Brann’s interest in the little structure was piqued 
when she attended a webinar called Ending Book 
Deserts, which discussed ways to increase basic 
access to age-appropriate, high-quality reading 
materials for children.

“It made me think of our little library, and how much 
we could do with it,” she said.

Brann decided to take the Little Free Library under 
her wing.

“I started by asking my class what kind of books 
they would like to see in the library. Some wanted 
chapter books, some wanted graphic novels, and 
others wanted ‘books for little kids’ that they could 
read with their younger siblings.”

Brann, who has always had a passion for reading 
and recently achieved her provisional librarian 
certification, began filling the library with her own 
collection of advanced readers’ copies (pre-pub-
lication copies of a book sent out before launch), 
little-used books from the school’s library, and 
donations from local public libraries. 

Brann also took the step of registering the library to 
the official worldwide database of Little Free Librar-
ies. She hopes to engage students and families in a 
little repainting and repair work before relaunching 
the library to the community. 

“I’d love for our students to make a PSA about it. 
I want the community to know it’s here. Our Little 
Free Library isn’t just for students; it’s for the 
community,” Brann said. “Anyone should feel free 
to stop by and borrow a book.” 

Sandi Brann next to PES’s Little Free Library



����
��������������������

����������������������

���������������� ����������

�����������

���
��� �� �
	
��������

���������

���
��� �� ���
�	��
���
������
�
��
�

������������� ����
����

���
�� �� ���	�����	�
�������������

���������

���
��� ����������������������

	���

����
������������
����������������

�����
�������������������

���
	���������
�
�����������������

�����������������

 ����
���
 �������
��
���

 ����������
 ���
��������
�����

 ������������
���
 �
����������������

���
��� �� ���������������
�������

����

���
��� �  ���������
�� ����

����


