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Dates to remember 
Friday, October 29 – Pink Out Volleyball Game  
 
Friday, November 5 – End of First Quarter 
 
Sunday, November 7 – End of Daylight Saving Time (set 
your clocks back one hour to local standard time) 

 

Pink Out volleyball game tonight 
In recognition of Breast Cancer Awareness Month, 

tonight’s varsity volleyball game at 
6:30 pm is a “Pink Out,” when 
spectators are encouraged to wear 
pink for the cause.  Admission is free 
for GTA students and $5 at the door 
for parents and guests.  Note that 
masks will be required of all 

spectators.  All proceeds and any donations made will 
go to Munson Medical Center’s Smith Family Breast 
Health Center.  This is also the last regular game of the 
season, Senior Night and Parent Night, so let’s all put on 
our pink, and support the team and a very good cause!   
 

Our character is showing! 
The Mustangs hosted the newly-formed Interlochen 
Center for the Arts volleyball team in a game last Friday.  
When it became clear that Interlochen’s players would 
have very few fans in the stands, since their students 
come from all over the world, the GTA student section 
took matters into their own hands.  They cheered for 
both teams and even formed a tunnel of fans into the 
locker room for them after the game.  What a great 
show of character – we’re so proud of our students! 
 

Materials needed for art project 
Do you have scratched CD’s or DVD’s that are no longer 
useable?  Or perhaps some old computer discs that 
have served their purpose?  If so, our Lower Elementary 
art classes could use them for an art project and would 
love your donation!  They are also looking for scrap 
yarn; the end of a skein or simply leftover pieces at least 
24” in length would be very helpful.  Our young artists 

will enjoy turning your old scraps of yarn and used discs 
into creative, colorful works of art.  A collection box will 
be located outside the Aqua 4 classroom through 
November 19.   Mrs. Wildner and her students thank 
you in advance for anything you can spare! 
 

Masks continue to be required 
As we have communicated to our families, face masks 
will be required of all students, staff and guests until we 
meet certain decision-making criteria, including a 
community COVID-19 testing average positivity rate of 
less than 10 percent over the previous seven days.  As 
of today, October 29, that number is 11.6 percent.  
Accordingly, we will continue to require masks based on 
the data we follow.  Should there be an improvement, 
we will re-evaluate the situation and communicate to 
families via email if a change is warranted.  We do have 
masks available in the office for those who forget to 
bring one but ask that students come to school with a 
mask whenever possible.  We thank you for your 
understanding as we do our best to keep our school 
healthy and open for in-person instruction.     
 

 Kindergarteners learn about fire safety 
October is Fire Safety Month, so what better time to 

invite the 
fire 
department 
to pay us a 
visit? This 
week, 
Firefighters 
Evan, Cody 
and Peter, 

and Fire Chief Belcher from Grand Traverse Metro 
Emergency Services Authority Station One met with 
GTA kindergarteners.  Students learned that firefighters 
are their friends (just like other people in our 
community who keep us safe), were introduced to the 
special equipment firefighters wear to protect them on 
the job, toured the fire trucks and learned about the 
equipment used to fight fires. They enjoyed the visit 
and learned a lot! 
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Carpool reminder 
For the safety of pedestrians in the north parking lot in 
the morning, please refrain from dropping your riders 
off in the lot.  Cars idling in and exiting the lot while our 
student drivers exit their cars and head to the walkway 
can cause congestion and potential hazards, especially 
as the mornings get increasingly dark in the winter.  The 
carpool drop-off process is a quick, efficient and safe 
way to get your children into the building and keep 
pedestrians safe as well.  Thank you for your 
cooperation!    
 

Keep GTA healthy with screening 
Screening for COVID-19 symptoms daily before leaving 
for school is an important part of keeping our GTA 
community healthy. The Grand Traverse County Health 
Department screening protocol is attached for your 
convenience. 

 
Counseling corner 
College, university, armed services representatives to 
visit GTA.  Juniors and seniors are invited to meet with 
representatives from various colleges, universities and 
the armed services right here at school.  Sign-up sheets 
are located outside the Secondary office.  Upcoming 
dates are as follows, with more to come: 
 

Date Organization 

Wednesday, November 10 
College for Creative 

Studies 

Wednesday, November 10 
Western Michigan 
University (virtual) 

 
  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

It’s FAFSA time.  As seniors explore their options for the 
2022-23 post-secondary school year, it’s time to submit 
the Free Application for Federal Student Aid, or FAFSA, 
www.FAFSA.ed.gov in order to apply for financial aid of 
all types. College applications should be submitted prior 

to completing the FAFSA, as the funding package comes 
from the college or university.  FAFSA is open now, with 
a deadline of March 1, 2022.  Northwestern Michigan 
College is hosting a series of virtual financial aid events, 
as well as one-on-one FAFSA completion appointments, 
that will be helpful in learning how to help pay for 
college.  Take advantage of this opportunity here. 
 

Choice Theory:  The Ten Axioms  
                                                                                     by Mindy VanHouzen 

An axiom is defined as a statement that is regarded as 
being established, accepted, or self-
evidently true.  For the next few weeks 
we will be exploring the Ten Axioms of 
Choice Theory.  The axioms help us to 
understand ourselves and each other. 
Axiom #2:   All we can give another 

person is information.  We are constantly receiving 
information from the world around us.  We decide at 
every moment what we are going to do with the 
information and how we are going to respond to it.  This 
is true when interacting with other people as 
well.  When someone laughs at something we say, they 
are attempting to give us information.  They may be 
trying to convey that they enjoy our company, or it may 
be that they don’t enjoy our company and they are 
laughing at us.  If we are able to step back and think, 
“What information are they trying to give me right 
now?” we are less likely to be saddened or upset about 
their behavior and more likely to be able to receive the 
information.  Remember, you cannot control others, 
but you can “hear” what they are saying. 
 

GTA Family Council offers fund raising 
opportunities 
Car wash coupons.  Car wash coupons make great gifts 
and are a convenient way to keep your own ride clean 
and tidy.  Purchase a Mirror Image (formerly Boon 
Street Auto Wash) single basic wash coupon for $7 or a 
book of five for $35.  Full-service interior & exterior 
washes are available for $25 each or $125 for a book of 
five.  Profits will support the GTA Family Council's 
efforts throughout the school year.  Follow this link to 
purchase:  GTA FC CAR WASH or contact Kristin 
Boogaard at (616) 328-4646 
or kristinboogaard@gmail.com.  
 
Bracelets.  K-6th grade students can pre-order GTA 
Pride bracelets today!  Wear these fun bracelets 
sporting the GTA school colors to show your MUSTANG 

Congratulations to 
Madison Brown on her 
acceptance to Michigan 

Tech and LSSU. 

http://www.fafsa.ed.gov/
https://www.nmc.edu/financial-aid/financial-aid-events.html
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0c45a5ad28a5fcc34-carwash
mailto:kristinboogaard@gmail.com
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PRIDE!  See the attached flyer for an example and to 
place your order, or order here:  GTA Pride Bracelet 
Order Form.  Questions?  Contact Kristin Boogaard at 
(616) 328-4646 or kristinboogaard@gmail.com.   
 
          Be sure to join our Facebook group, GTA Family 
Council, to stay connected and keep up to date with all 
the amazing service opportunities. 
 

Mustang Roundup 
Volleyball.  The Mustangs claimed a victory over TCBAA 

last night, 25-23, 26-24 and 25-
17.  The win brought their 
season record to 10-6, giving 
them their second straight 10-
win season.  Stats were as 

follows:  Morgan Smith 9 digs, 10 aces, 2 kills; Jocelyn 
Stephen 2 kills, 2 digs; Anna Hoffman 4 digs, 1 ace; Elly 
Froehlich 4 kills, 1 block, 1 dig; Izzy McMann 3 aces, 8 
digs; Michaila Kinney 10 kills, 8 digs, 2 aces; Norah 
Vanwingerden 2 digs, 1 ace, 17 assists; and Jurnie 
Shimko 1 block, 2 digs, 6 kills.  The team hosts Charlton 
Heston Academy for Senior/Parent Night and their Pink 
Out game tonight before they move on to the Division 3 
district tournament on Tuesday.  Go, Mustangs! 
 
Cross Country.   We wish our cross country runners the 
best at regional competition on Saturday, October 30 at 
Benzie Central High School.  The girls run at 9:30 am and 
the boys at 11:00 am.       
 
Downhill skiing.  High school students who are 
interested in joining the Great North Alpine Ski Team 
but were unable to attend the informational meeting on 
October 18 should contact either Doug White, head 
coach (231-645-2553 or drwhite231@gmail.com), or 
Heidi Stellin (231-883-5908 orhestellin@gmail.com).  
Mandatory dryland training begins on November 15. 
 
Cross country skiing.  The Vasa Ski Club High School 
Nordic Ski Team is now open to any high school 
students in the Traverse City area.  No previous cross 
country skiing experience is necessary!  Details and sign-
up information may be found on the Vasa Ski Club 
website at www.vasaskiclub.org:  Click on Programs and 
High School Nordic Ski Team.  An informational meeting 
is planned for next Wednesday, November 3 at the 
Hickory Hills Ski Area lodge at 7:00 pm.  Hickory Hills is 
located at 2000 Randolph Street in Traverse City (just 
take Randolph to the top of the hill). 

If your child will be late for school or absent for the day, 
please notify the office by 8:30 am.  Parents will be 
called to verify any unexcused absences after that time. 

Elementary 995-0665   /   Secondary 932-6038 

 

Locals Ski Pass Program at Shanty Creek 
GTA students in grades 4-12 and/or ages 9-17 are 
eligible to purchase discounted all-area, unrestricted 
Super Passes for the 2021-22 season at Shanty Creek 
Resort in Bellaire for just $99!  Interested parents may 
purchase passes for $319 (limit two per family).  Details 
and sign-up information is attached.  Thank you, Shanty 
Creek, for this very generous offer! 
 

Essay contest announced 
The National Society of Colonial Dames in Michigan has 
announced their 2021-22 National Essay Contest, open 
to high school sophomores, juniors and seniors in 
Michigan.  One winner from the state will attend an all-
expenses-paid five-day Congressional Seminar in 
Washington, DC from June 25-July 1, 2022.  This year’s 
topic:  “Choose one of the five freedoms in the First 
Amendment to the Constitution of the United States 
and discuss why it should or should not be changed in 
today’s global setting.”  The 750-word essay and 
submission form should be emailed by December 1, 
2021 to MichiganNSCDAEssayContest@gmail.com.  For 
more information, visit www.nscdami.org.    
 

Have a question?     
Here’s where to go for a fast answer to general 
questions about all things GTA, like uniforms, school 
pictures, masks, carpool procedures, school hours and 
more: 
 

Elementary Office: (231) 995-0665 
Secondary Office: (231) 932-6038 

info@mygta.us 
 

For answers to more specific questions, please refer to 
the list on our website.  We want to be sure that you 
know exactly where to go for accurate answers. 

 
 

Dad jokes from Don 

Q:  Why did the ghosts ride the 
elevator?   
A:  To lift their spirits! 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0c45a5ad28a5fcc34-gtapride
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0c45a5ad28a5fcc34-gtapride
mailto:kristinboogaard@gmail.com
mailto:drwhite231@gmail.com
mailto:hestellin@gmail.com
http://www.vasaskiclub.org/
mailto:MichiganNSCDAEssayContest@gmail.com
http://www.nscdami.org/
mailto:info@mygta.us
https://www.mygta.us/page/where-to-go-for-what


Appendix B COVID-19 Return to School Toolkit August 5, 2020 

Student Screening 

Screen your child for the following symptoms daily before they leave for school. Follow the directions 
below if your child displays symptoms or has been exposed. 

Symptoms 
☐ Temperature 100.4 degrees Fahrenheit or higher
☐ Sore throat
☐ New uncontrolled cough that causes difficulty breathing (for students with chronic allergic/asthmatic

cough, a change in their cough from baseline)
☐ Diarrhea, vomiting, or abdominal pain
☐ New onset of severe headache, especially with a fever

Close Contact/Potential Exposure 
In the past 14 days, has your child: 

☐ Had close contact (within 6 feet of an infected person for at least 15 minutes) with a person with
confirmed COVID-19: OR

☐ Had close contact (within 6 feet of an infected person for at least 15 minutes) with person under
quarantine for possible exposure to COVID-19; OR

☐ Had a travel history

If the answer is YES to any of the symptom questions, keep your child(ren) home from school. 

If the answer is YES to any symptoms question and YES to any close contact/potential exposure question, 
call the school as soon as possible to let them know the reason your child(ren) won’t be there today. Call 
your healthcare provider right away. If you don’t have one or cannot be seen, go to 
www.mi.gov/coronavirustest or call 2-1-1 to find a location to have your child(ren) tested for COVID-19. 

If the answer is YES to any of the symptom questions, but NO to any close contact/potential exposure 
questions, your student may return based on the guidance for their symptoms (see “Managing 
Communicable Diseases in Schools”):  

• Fever: at least 24 hours have passed with no fever, without the use of fever-reducing
medications

• Sore throat: improvement (if strep throat: do not return until at least 2 doses of antibiotic have
been taken);

• Cough/Shortness of breath: improvement
• Diarrhea, vomiting, abdominal pain: no diarrhea or vomiting for 24 hours
• Severe headache: improvement

DISCLAIMER: This screening tool is subject to change based on the latest information on COVID-19. 

Source: Centers for Disease Control and Prevention; Screening K-12 Students for Symptoms of COVID-19: Limitations and 
Considerations 



 

Family Council

GTA Pride Bracelets

Order HERE 
Now 

 

$8 each or 
2 for $15 or 

3 for $20
Want to do something nice

for another student?
Consider buying an extra one

and giving it to a friend!

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0c45a5ad28a5fcc34-gtapride
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0c45a5ad28a5fcc34-gtapride
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0c45a5ad28a5fcc34-gtapride
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0c45a5ad28a5fcc34-gtapride



