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Dear Fellow Comets,

Everyone is a learner.  This is our philosophy here at DDSD.  On November 1st, your teachers continue in their
learning.  I want to take this opportunity to share with you how they spend their time.

All teachers are implementing strategies from a summer read called Total Participation Techniques.  These
strategies encourage students to engage in their learning.  Read this article on the impact these strategies
have on student learning.

Data is essential to individualize instruction.  Staff continue to dig into your child’s performance on MAP testing,
Reading Fluency (K-2 tool), Dreambox (math tool), ELA’s Growth Measure, and Lexia Power Up (5-8 tool) to
name a few.  Teachers review the concepts your child needs and strategies to assist in their learning.

Staff also focused on meeting your child’s social-emotional needs.  By the first week of November, all High
School staff will have completed training on Mental Health First Aid.  Mental Health First Aid is a course that
teaches staff how to identify, understand and respond to signs of mental illness and substance abuse
disorders.  The training gives our staff the skills they need to reach out and provide initial help and support to
someone who may be experiencing a crisis.  The staff at Phoenix Middle School will begin this training in
January.

Knowing some of the things we do, you may ask how do you assist your child? Here are some strategies
for families.

1. Be sure they get a good night's rest and are ready to learn each and every day.  Attendance at school
does matter!

2. Ensure your child has a quiet space near you to do their homework and independent reading.
3. Read aloud with your toddler for 15 minutes daily or have your older child read aloud to you.  Ask them

questions about what they read.
4. Practice their math facts.  By the end of 2nd grade, students must have mastery of their addition and

subtraction facts to 20.  By the end of 4th grade, it is essential that students have mastery of their
multiplication and division facts to 10.  Mastery is  considered reciting the fact within 3 seconds.

5. Check your Middle and/or High School child’s performance on Infinite Campus.  Double check with
teachers.  Good rule is to Trust but Verify.

As always, please let me know if you have any questions.

Comet Proud,
District Calendar Events:

Jill Sorbie, EdD Nov. 1st: Inservice - No School
District Administrator / Director of Instruction Nov. 24-26: Thanksgiving Break

https://www.edweek.org/teaching-learning/opinion-total-participation-techniques-an-interview-with-persida-william-himmele/2016/07


Delavan-Darien High School

DDHS is proud to share that it once again hosted a highly successful Wisconsin Education Fair (WEF)
on Oct. 7, 2021.  We had nearly 100 post-secondary schools and opportunities (armed forces) to represent
their various institutions, providing our students with information to further their educational goals and career
opportunities.  A special thank you goes out to Mr. Zeczkowski, high school counselor, for organizing this event
for our students, in addition to a few area schools that visited this event as well.

DDHS also proudly celebrated our collaborative efforts with
Gateway Technical College by sharing that we had 508 students earn
dual credit (high school & college) during the 2020-21 academic year,
saving our students and their families nearly $200,000 in tuition fees!
Dual credit courses are taught by several DDHS staff, including Ms.
Becke, Mr. Bell, Mr. Cervantes, Mr. DuVal, Mrs. Jordan, Mr. Marsh, Mr.
Prager, Mr. Rick, Mrs. Scott, and Mr. Speth.  These courses use the
Gateway Technical College curriculum and provide DDHS students the
opportunity to earn credit towards their high school diploma (24 credits
required), while also earning credits towards their college diploma!

We hosted our Parent/Teacher Conferences on Tuesday, Oct. 19.  We
schedule our conferences at this time to provide families with feedback so
students still have the ability to meet their academic goals with plenty of time
remaining to learn, grow, and improve. More importantly, however, we want all
families to know that Parent/Teacher Conferences are just one avenue for connecting with DDHS staff
members.  Our staff is always ready to connect with you at any time during the year via phone or email.
Although the last couple of years have been different, it has taught us all how to connect in non-traditional
ways. Please go to our website for contact information of those staff you would like to have a conversation
with.

Finally, as we prepare for November, please be advised that the end of the first quarter is Friday,
November 5th.  All students should have all late or missing work caught up by that point, as a snapshot of their
progress will be recorded via Infinite Campus at that time.  DDHS does
not mail first quarter progress grades since students in high school only
earn credit upon the completion of passing the entirety of the semester
(two quarters).  Furthermore, please be reminded that our academic
calendar has November 24-26 as days off of school in observance of
the Thanksgiving holiday.

https://www.ddschools.org/o/delavan-darien/staff


Phoenix & Delavan-Darien High School - Clubs & Activities
Did you know DDHS Now has a Comet Construction Club?

The Comet Construction Club will give students opportunities outside of school walls to meet and deal with
customers face to face, problem solve while on the job, and complete a project for a purpose in the community.
They will not only learn about but also practice bidding a project to a customer, interacting with the customer
throughout the construction process, managing their time throughout the process, problem solving and working
positively and effectively with the customer, and completing a project to the satisfaction of the customer.
Students will gain valuable experience creating and maintaining partnerships and business relationships while
learning time management, responsibility, and how to appropriately interact with customers and other industry
professionals.

Phoenix Middle School
There have been many exciting events taking place in Phoenix this month.  Students have recently completed
their MAP (Measure of Academic Progress) assessment for reading and math.  Students take this assessment
three times throughout the school year.  Our staff work diligently with this student data to ensure all students
are making progress and to provide additional support or enrichment opportunities when necessary.  We also
just hosted in-person Parent/Teacher Conferences.  Our staff had the opportunity to share with our
parents/guardians their student progress on the MAP assessment as well as how they are doing in class on a
day-to-day basis.

Phoenix Middle School was able to send a group of students over to DDHS to
participate in the WEF (Wisconsin Education Fair).  Students came back excited for
the opportunity to meet with various colleges and wanted to share their experiences.
We are hoping to extend this opportunity to more of our students in the future or look
to host an event like this at the middle school to expose our students to a variety of
options available to them after high school.

We also recently sent a group of four students to the Southern Lake Advanced
Learner Network (SLALN) conference.  This took place at the University of
Wisconsin - Whitewater.  This group of student leaders participated in a variety of
workshops and networking opportunities to foster their leadership potential.
Students participated in verbal/nonverbal communication skills with students from
other schools in our area to work on expressing their own passions and to empower
others to work hard to achieve their own goals.

Our 5th grade students have been testing the strength of straw beams.
They would add more beams to see if that changed the amount of

weight that it could hold.  Students
used the engineering design
process to reflect on changes that
they could make to make their
beams stronger.  It was an excellent
opportunity for students to
experiment with this concept by
participating in a hands-on activity.

A group of students in our 7th grade
science classes participated in our

Community Garden project.  Students really
enjoyed getting to learn more about the growing



process and getting the garden beds ready for the winter months.

As we move ahead into November, Phoenix is looking forward to two big events.  We will be holding a virtual
Veteran’s Day assembly and participate in our “Bullying Prevention Week”.  Keep checking out our facebook
page and our website for pictures of these two important events.

Darien Elementary

Darien students and staff wrapped up Hispanic Heritage month after
participating in weekly activities with this wonderful art project done in art by
the 3rd grade dual language students: “Feet, what do I need you for when I
have wings to fly?” a quote by the iconic artist Frida Kahlo. The students
shared a mural posted in a hallway with a picture of Cesar Chavez, a
prominent hispanic who fought for the rights and fair treatment of farmers.

Third graders are working hard on their multiplication
and division facts.  Third graders should have all their addition, subtraction, multiplication
and division facts mastered by the end of third grade. Students in third grade have also
been working on the distributive property.  Keep practicing those facts at home!  Fourth
graders have been working on addition and subtraction through the millions.  Fourth
graders should have all their multiplication and division facts mastered.  Quiz your child.
How many facts do they know?

In reading our students are becoming more and more familiar with the
Into Reading series.  They have been learning the routines as well as investigating
grammar, writing, reading and foundational skills.  4th grade students have been writing
descriptive paragraphs about an animal.  They had to research their animal and then use
descriptive language and vivid verbs to tell about their animal.  They shared their writing in
class and gave each other feedback on their writing.
Please encourage your child to read daily!

Students in 4th grade Dual Language worked together to create hearing enhancing devices
in Science class.  They had to work together with limited time and materials to create their
device.

We were very excited to meet with our students' families and share the many successes
experienced by our students. Your child’s MAP math and reading data was shared with you.  Thank you to all
the families that attended.  If you couldn’t make it to the conferences, please reach out to your child’s teacher
by phone call, email, or Class Dojo messages. They value your partnership in your child’s education.

We have finally finished MAP testing! Now that MAP testing is
completed, teacher teams will be meeting to discuss data and the
best way to meet the needs of EVERY student!  Your child’s MAP
report was shared with parents at conferences. If you didn’t
receive your child’s report, please reach out to your child’s
teacher.



Digital Citizenship Week is here! Students are engaging in the Be Internet Awesome program during computer
classes with Mrs. Chelminiak.  Parents are reminded to review the Pledge with their child.

Fourth Grade Orchestra Students have learned how to play on their open strings with basic songs. Now our
focus is learning more pitches by placing their fingers on the fingerboard.  With this new skill, more melodious
songs gain more excitement to our learning.  Our very first concert is Thursday, November 18th at 6:00pm at
Delavan Darien High School Gymnasium. Invite your families!  Students wear dressy white on top and dressy
black on the bottom for the performance.

Finally, our students have been working hard on earning ‘charms’ for their necklaces. This month
students could earn charms for attending school 95% or more days, being an eager reader,a
cooperation award, and successful completion of their math facts.  Keep earning those charms
kids!

Turtle Creek Elementary

We have been very busy at Turtle Creek Elementary.  Our days are filled with building a love for teaching and
learning!

Our Kindergarten and 1st grade classes were very excited to meet some of
the City of Delavan Fire Department during Fire Prevention Week during the
week of October 4-8, 2021! The Fire Department brought a special
emergency vehicle to our school and let our students tour the vehicle. The
Firefighters talked to our students about being safe and what to do in an
emergency. They also gave our students special fire manuals and fire hats!
Thank you to the City of Delavan
Fire Department for the visit!

We are very excited to have some of our
classes participate in the Discover Dairy Adopt a Cow Program
through the Dairy Farmers of Wisconsin. Ms. Coursey’s 4K class
and our 2nd grade Dual Language classes have each adopted a
cow this year. They will share the virtual experience throughout the
school year with a local farm as they meet the calf and watch it
grow.

Our 4 year old Kindergarten students are
learning so many new things every day! They
are learning colors, numbers, letters, and
beginning reading and math skills. In addition to
those important foundational academic skills,
they are learning how to be a good friend and
work well with others.
We are so proud of our little learners!



Our Kindergarten, 1st grade, and 2nd grade students have been working hard to complete the Fall MAP
Growth Assessment. The results help us determine the best instructional plan for each of our students.
Together with each of our Grade Level teams, we review the data and work to ensure that our teaching and
learning plans are built to increase student knowledge and skills.
In addition to the MAP Growth Assessment, our students have also participated in a Reading Fluency
Assessment. The results of this assessment give our staff a detailed report of the literacy skills that our
students already have and the best next steps to take to help each student be a successful reader.

Our Parent/Teacher Conferences were held on Thursday, October 21, 2021. Our teachers enjoyed sharing
information about each child’s progress and future plans for success. It is important to us that we continue
building a partnership for your child’s education. If you were unable to join during the scheduled times, please
reach out to your child’s teacher to find a time to meet. Our students will succeed when we work together to
support each other.

We continue to look for ways to connect our families and our community to our school. Please keep connected
through our various social media resources (ClassDojo, Facebook, and Seesaw) to hear about our successes
and ways that you can support the education of each child in the Delavan-Darien School District.


