
 

 

Pulaski County Public Schools 
202 N. Washington Avenue  Pulaski, VA  24301  (540) 994-2519 (540) 994-2514 (fax) 

Richard Thomas, Testing Division Coordinator      rhomas@pcva.us 
 

 

 
Dear Parents, Caregivers, and Guardians, 

We know that last year was tough, but we’re excited to be back in the classroom this fall! We are committed to taking the steps necessary to 

help us maintain a safe return to school. As part of steps to help stop the spread of COVID-19 and keep our school open for in-person learning, 

we will offer a free and voluntary COVID-19 Testing Program for students and staff at Pulaski County Public Schools in partnership with the 

Virginia Department of Health. Regular testing will help protect our students, staff, family members, and others regardless of vaccination status. 

Through this program, we will be able to identify COVID-19 cases quickly and early, which can help us stop an outbreak before it happens. 

Additionally, we will be able to offer testing for those who have symptoms of COVID-19, even if vaccinated, or who have been in close contact 

with someone with COVID-19. This will help us keep students and staff in the classroom and able to take part in the school activities they love.  

We recommend everyone complete the consent and registration process for the screening testing program located here: This screening 

program is entirely consent based and should you choose to no longer participate, you can choose to revoke your consent at a later time. 

 Screening Testing Program: You can pre-register through Primary Health’s platform for the screening program: 

https://my.primary.health/l/pulaski-county-public-schools. This link is specific for our students and staff. This registration will 

take no longer than 5 minutes and is only done one time! 

We are working with our Virginia Department of Health and are joining other school districts throughout the state that offer this program. Here 

is a little more information about the testing program and process: 

 Who will be tested? We will offer testing to everyone—all students and staff—even if they don’t have symptoms of COVID-19. Testing 

is voluntary but highly recommended. It is free of cost to you so no insurance information is needed, nor will you ever be asked to pay 

for these tests. 

 Testing is also available for students and staff who have symptoms of COVID-19, even if vaccinated, or who have been in 

close contact with someone with COVID-19 through our Binax diagnostic testing program.  For your convenience, you can 

also register online through our Google form HERE to allow us to provide these tests to your students as well.   

 How is the testing done? Testing will primarily be done through self-swabbing and monitored by trained staff on site for our screening 

program and utilize PCR testing. For our symptomatic and close contact testing, we will provide BINAX antigen tests for your student 

to take home: 

o Screening: Gently swabbing the inner part of the lower nostril. This test is not painful. We do not use the longer swabs that 

reach higher into the nose. 

 Where and when is the testing done? Our school’s screening testing site will in a private location at each school. The Binax antigen 

tests for symptomatic or close contacts will be provided to take home for testing. 

 How will I get my child’s results? Screening results and communication will be shared electronically to the email and contact 

information used for registration. We recommend you register electronically through the link here which also allows you to consent to 

testing. We also have paper-based consent options available and the ability to receive results via a hotline. Results will be available 

within 24-48 hours from collection. 

 What happens if my child is positive? If your child tests positive, the school will contact you directly.  

 How can I be sure that my child’s information will be protected? Sharing of information about your child will only be done for public 

health purposes and in accordance with applicable law and policies protecting student privacy and the security of your child’s data. 

Everyone with access to results is required to undergo full HIPAA training on these requirements as well.  

This letter asks your permission for us to: 

 Regularly test your child as part of a free and voluntary COVID-19 testing program at school.  

 

mailto:rhomas@pcva.us
https://my.primary.health/l/pulaski-county-public-schools
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/symptoms-testing/symptoms.html


To learn more or register your child for screening, please visit https://my.primary.health/l/pulaski-county-public-schools or call Mary Hall at 540-

643-0531 or email at mhall@pcva.us. 

We are extremely grateful to our committed families and staff who continue to show great flexibility and resilience as we work together to 

contain the spread of this virus. If you have questions regarding the COVID-19 Testing Program, please reach out to Mary Hall at 540-643-0531 

or email at mhall@pcva.us; Richard Thomas at rthomas@pcva.us 

Sincerely, 

 

Richard Thomas 

Testing Division Coordinator 
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