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Parent Newsletter – September 2021 
 

Franklin Avenue 
22 Franklin Street, Westfield, MA  01085 
fa.schoolsofwestfield.org   Ph: 413.572.6424 

 

Dear Franklin Families, 

What a wonderful way to begin the school year:  halls are filled with 
student chatter, classrooms are learning routines, and we are 
starting the year off with a bit of normalcy compared to the previous 
18 months.   

It is hard to believe that if all goes well, this will be the first full year 
that second grade students experience in the classroom.  Most of 
our kindergarten students have been alive for a little more than 60 
months, and nearly 20 of them were spent without birthday parties, 
sports, playgrounds, and playdates.  It is a wonder that most have 
adapted so readily to a learning structure.  But our students 
understand Franklin Avenue’s high expectations.  They have been 
practicing HEART behavior in the classrooms and hallways; they 
have been supporting one another as we transition back to full-time, 
in-person learning; they remember to be kind and forgiving.  They 
demonstrate qualities that all of us should live by, and we are so very 
proud of them.   

If you want your child to have a fantastic year this year, I ask you to 
do a few things.  Read to them every day.  Remind them to say 
“please” and “thank you.”  Practice taking turns and sharing.  Have 
real conversations with them about the world they are growing up 
in.  Ask them if they need help with anything, like math facts, writing 
their letters, or cleaning out their backpacks.    New things take time 
to adjust to, and this school year is new to all of us.  Grace, 
compassion, and lots of love will get us through.  Your unwavering 
support is needed and appreciated to ensure our children have a 
successful year.   

 

My Best 

Mrs. Tolpa 
 

 

Upcoming Events 

HEART Raffle 

October 1 

PTO Meeting – Google Meet 

October 6 @ 6 pm 

Picture Day 

October 13  

Open House - Tentative 

October 20 

Parent Conferences 

October 26– ½ day of school 
 

Masks in School 
Please be sure to outfit your 
child with a mask that fits 
correctly on the face to make 
wearing a mask in school safer 
and more comfortable for your 
child.   

 
Water Bottles from PTO 
Thanks to our PTO, every child 
will be given their own 
reusable water bottle to use at 
our new water bubbler. Please 
thank our PTO parents for their 
generous donation to all of our 
children.    
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News and Happenings                        
 
 
PTO Plans for the Fall 
Fifteen parents and teachers met on September 15 via Google Meet 
to begin planning fundraisers and events for this year.   We will hold 
our next meeting on October 6 at 6 p.m. via Google Meet to begin 
planning for our popular ButterBraid and Cookie Dough Sale to begin 
October 18.  We are also looking into a dine-out fundraiser at a local 
restaurant.  Families will receive an on-line PTO Survey.  We know that 
families may not to attend every meeting and assist with every event, 
but we also know caregivers want to help.  This survey will give you a 
way to volunteer that best suits your talents and time.  Please take a 
few minutes to complete it.  Thanks for supporting our students and 
staff at Franklin Avenue.     

Intervention for Struggling Readers - Read Every Day! 
We have completed our fall assessments and have found that 63% of 
our first and second grade students require interventions for reading.  
While we are working out a schedule to address these needs, we ask 
that parents provide the best intervention that can be completed at 
home:  please read to your children every day!  The limited time we 
have in school can never replace the time a parent spends reading 
to his or her child.   Thanks for your support.  
 
Franklin Avenue Open House  
We love to invite families into Franklin Avenue, and we are looking 
forward to October 20 where we can share classroom learning with 
families.  We will open our doors at 6 p.m., and students will be able to 
show off their classrooms and visit our gymnasium to learn about 
organizations and supports available throughout Westfield.  Please be 
advised, because of the COVID 19 conditions across Westfield and 
throughout the state, this event may have to be canceled or 
postponed.   
 
Breakfast and Lunch  
At Franklin, we offer FREE breakfast and lunch to our students every 
day.  This year, because of national driver shortages, staffing 
shortages, and food shortages, we must be flexible in what we offer.  
The menu will be based on the food we are able to secure each 
week.  We ask that all parents demonstrate understanding for our 
situation that will probably last throughout the school year.  Thank you 
for your patience and support. 

HEART 
 

Honor 
Build a good reputation 

Effort 
Give your personal best 

Attitude 
Be positive and kind 
Responsibility 

Do your part 
Teamwork 

Be reliable and help others 

 
HEART Behavior 

 
For those families who are new to 
Franklin Avenue, we want to let 
you know how we speak to 
children about their behavior.  
Through our Positive Behavior 
Intervention System – PBIS – we use 
an acronym to identify expected 
behaviors, HEART.  The attributes 
below are the vocabulary we use 
to praise and remind students of 
Franklin expectations: 
 

• H = Honor – This is YOU and 
your character 

• E = Effort – persevere and 
give your all in everything 
you do 

• A = Attitude – make it a 
good one 

• R = Responsibility – you are 
accountable for all you do 
and say 

• T = Teamwork – We are all 
in this together; be kind to 
one another 

 
You will see references to HEART 
throughout Franklin.  It is the 
foundation of our culture and so 
important to our students’ 
learning. 
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