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Minnesota New Country School is excited
to welcome our K-12 students back full
time for the 2021-22 school year.

This guide is meant to answer questions you
may have. It can and will be changed based
on the current data that we have available.

It is our intention to educate our students
holistically, this includes scientific information
related to the Covid-19 pandemic, to best
inform them how to keep themselves healthy
and able to attend school on a regular basis.
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MNCS Return to Learn (MRTL) Team:
The 2021-2022 MRTL team is composed of elementary and secondary staff whose goal is to create and
implement the MNCS 2021-2022 Safe Return to In-Person Learning plan. The team members are:
Aaron Grimm, Anthony Sonnek, Diann Wiederich, Jake Zeiher, Jim Wartman, Jane Hibscher, Kylie Kuhlman,
Nichole Kotasek, and Nick Ryan

The MNCS MRTL team will continue to monitor COVID-19 case rates and stay in communication with the
public health departments in Sibley, Le Sueur, Blue Earth, Nicollet and Scott counties throughout the school
year.

The team will meet as needed to review data and revise this plan. The plan could become more
restrictive or less restrictive depending on COVID-19 activity in our schools and in the communities we
serve. If any changes to the plan are needed, we will communicate to staff and families as quickly as
possible.

To contact the MRTL team: covid19@newcountryschool.com
MNCS website for COVID updates: www.newcountryschool.com

mailto:covid19@newcountryschool.com
http://www.newcountryschool.com


Factors considered in the development of this plan:

Information from a variety of health and education organizations:
○ Minnesota Department of Education (MDE) https://education.mn.gov/MDE/dse/health/covid19

and information on MDE’s Best Practice Recommendations for COVID-19 Prevention in
Schools for the 2021-22 School Year

○ Minnesota Department of Health (MDH) https://www.health.state.mn.us/diseases/coronavirus
○ Centers for Disease Control https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-nCoV
○ Local public health agencies

Review of data from the recent MNCS Safe Return to In-Person Learning: Family Input Survey
● Families expressed low concern with distancing and cohorting
● Families were divided on masking for staff and students

COVID-19 Case Rates
● Rates in the 5 primary counties MNCS serves (Sibley, Le Sueur, Nicollet, Blue Earth and Scott)

○ As of 8/7/21 - the rolling 7 day total for new cases in counties served by MNCS (adjusted for
percentage of students coming from those counties)  is at 104/100,000 placing it in the high
transmission rate per CDC calculations (https://jwolfson.shinyapps.io/school_openings/)

○ This is an increase from a month ago when it was at 9.1/100,000
● Cases Associated with Pre-K through Grade 12 School Buildings are at the same or higher level than at

the same time last fall and appear to be increasing
(https://www.health.state.mn.us/diseases/coronavirus/stats/covidweekly3121.pdf - pages 35-36)

Review of the 2020-2021 Covid Plan and Response:
● Quarantine Data and Trends (2020-2021 MNCS Covid Coordinators Team)
● Staffing Concerns and Substitute Coverage (MNCS Personnel Team)
● Impact of distance and hybrid learning on academics and social emotional health

○ Climate Survey Data (K-12 students and families - Spring 2020)
○ Assessment data (K-12)
○ Attendance data (K-12)
○ Level of mental health supports for students during 2020-2021 (MNCS Supporting Students

Together Team)

Review of the Current Capacity of MNCS Personnel, Facilities and Operations:
● Available space to implement social distancing of 3’ minimum for students and 6’ for staff as

recommended
● Transportation that meets the guidelines from MDE/MDH and TSA

(https://www.tsa.gov/coronavirus/faq)
● Cleaning and sanitizing protocols
● Availability of substitute teachers and paraprofessionals should staff need to quarantine
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Daily Symptom and Health Pre-Screening at Home
Daily symptom pre-screening should be done at home each day and is EXPECTED for
all staff and students before riding school transportation and/or coming to school

Families will be responsible for daily symptom and health pre-screening of each student, each day,
prior to their students entering buses and school buildings.

Staff will also be responsible for their own symptoms and health pre-screening prior to entering buses
and school buildings.

Please use the criteria in the following section each day before your child leaves for school to check
for symptoms and determine possible exposure to COVID-19. A pdf of this screener is available for
download here: Daily Home Screening for Students.

COVID-19 symptom screening:
If your child has any of the following symptoms, it may indicate the onset of illness and possibly put
them at risk for spreading illness to others. Please check your child for these symptoms:

● nasal congestion
● sneezing
● new onset cough or shortness of breath
● fever (100.4 degrees F or higher),
● chills
● muscle pain
● sore throat
● loss of sense of smell or taste
● gastrointestinal symptoms of diarrhea, vomiting, or nausea

If a person has a new symptom (for example, new loss of smell only) with no other diagnosis to
explain it, they should stay home and talk to their healthcare provider about testing for COVID-19,
even if it is the only symptom they are experiencing.

Students and staff exhibiting symptoms of COVID-19 are asked to stay home.
● If a student comes to school with symptoms of COVID-19, without other obvious

explanations (documented allergies or other illnesses diagnosed by a physician), their parents
/ guardians will be called to take them home. It is expected that they will be picked up within 1
hour of being notified that the child needs to go home.

● If a student develops symptoms of COVID-19 during the school day they will go to the
designated isolation space where they will wait to be evaluated or to be picked up by a parent
or guardian. The area will be sanitized after use, strict social distancing will be required in the
area, and staff will wear appropriate PPE while attending students in isolation.  It is expected
that they will be picked up within 1 hour of being notified that the child needs to go home.

● If a staff member comes to school with symptoms of COVID-19 or develops symptoms
during the school day without other obvious explanations (documented allergies or other
illnesses diagnosed by a physician), they will be asked to leave in order to prevent the spread
of illness.
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https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/downloads/community/schools-childcare/Daily-Home-Screening-for-Students-Checklist-ACTIVE-rev5A.pdf


The MRTL team will utilize the MDH Decision Tree for People in Schools, Youth,
and Child Care Programs and work in consultation with local public health
departments to handle any positive or potential COVID-19 cases in MNCS
facilities.

https://www.health.state.mn.us/diseases/coronavirus/schools/exguide.pdf

NOTE: Current guidance excludes students in an indoor classroom from quarantine
when both the case and close contact were wearing a well-fitting mask.
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Health and Safety Measures at MNCS

Face Coverings:
● Face Coverings In MNCS Buildings:
● Families are asked to provide their students with a mask.
● MNCS will provide face coverings for students as needed
● There will be disposable masks available on MNCS buses for the morning and afternoon routes

Data Source:
Minnesota School Opening Statistics

Data values are in cases/100,000

Low Moderate Substantial High

0-10 11-50 51-100 101+

Face coverings in MNCS facilities

NOTE: Face covering guidelines could change
quickly if there are student and/or staff cases of
COVID-19 in MNCS. If that situation arises, the face
covering recommendations may be different than
those on this table

Recommended for all

Strongly
Recommended for
Students & Visitors

Required for Staff,
Contracted Staff,
Student Teachers,
and Volunteers

Required for all
people in MNCS
facilities

Face Coverings on MNCS Transportation Required for all per CDC mandate

Face Coverings Outside (recess/PE etc.) Recommended when an individual is
unvaccinated and in a crowded outdoor area

Cohorts and Social Distancing:
● MNCS staff will continue to use seating charts
● MNCS staff will keep students in small cohorts as best as possible during the school day
● Social Distancing is still recommended but not required. A 3 foot or 6 foot distance will be maintained

between individuals whenever possible

COVID-19 Vaccinations:
● COVID-19 vaccines are recommended for eligible individuals by MDH and CDC
● COVID-19 vaccination is not a requirement to attend school, yet encouraged
● Vaccination information provided by MDH and local public health will be communicated to families
● MNCS will serve as a possible vaccination site for those who might be interested in receiving a

vaccination
● MDH vaccine information: www.health.state.mn.us/diseases/coronavirus/vaccine/index.html

COVID-19 Testing/Screening:
● MDH and CDC recommend testing for anyone with one of the more common COVID-19 symptoms or

two of the less common symptoms
● CDC recommends all those, vaccinated and unvaccinated, who have been exposed to a person with

COVID-19, be tested 3 to 5 days after exposure, even if asymptomatic.
● MNCS may serve as a COVID-19 screening site, if that is available again this year.
● MDH screening/testing information: www.health.state.mn.us/diseases/coronavirus/testsites/index.html
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Transportation Guidelines:
● Health and safety on MNCS transportation:

○ Buses/vehicles will be disinfected following each route with special attention to high touch
areas.

○ Families will be responsible for daily health screening prior to their students entering district
school buildings and/or district transportation vehicles. (See: Symptom Screening above)

○ Hand sanitizer is readily available for drivers and students.
○ Disposable masks are readily available for drivers and students
○ Students may have assigned seating on bus routes
○ Students from the same household may need to sit together.

● Trailblazer Transit:
○ Trailblazer transportation is non-district transportation and operates under a different set of

guidelines than MNCS vehicles.
○ Face coverings are required for all riders on Trailblazer Transit vehicles (per federal mandate).

Food and Drink (Lunch/Snack/Beverage etc):
● Students will be eating lunches at their individual workstations. Children will need to manage their own

lunch, including opening and closing containers and having their own utensils.
● Students are encouraged to bring their own bag lunch from home that does not require refrigeration.
● For students not able to bring their own lunch from home, pre-packaged school lunches will be

available for purchase or for students who qualify for the Free & Reduced lunch program.
● Drinking fountain access will be limited to refilling bottles. Students and staff will need to bring a

refillable bottle to school.
● Open campus for HS students will be determined during the August staff workdays

Handwashing Etiquette:
● Students will be encouraged to wash and sanitize their hands often during the school day including:

○ before and after using any shared items (supplies, playground equipment, manipulatives).
■ Note - The need for shared items will be reduced as much as possible

○ Before and after lunch, recess or PE
● MNCS staff will continue to teach and reinforce handwashing with soap for at least 20 seconds
● MNCS staff will monitor hand sanitizer stations to ensure that they are full and operable

Cleaning and Sanitizing Protocols:
● We will continue with increased daily and weekly cleaning and sanitizing protocols.

○ Increased cleaning and sanitizing of high touch surfaces
○ CDC approved sanitizing products
○ Staff are trained on all cleaning and sanitizing protocols
○ Deep cleaning completed 3 days each week by contracted cleaning staff

Ventilation:
● The MNCS Building Team monitors ventilating and air conditioning (HVAC) systems to ensure that they

are assessed and maintained for proper ventilation and filtration.
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2021-2022 MNCS Safe Return to In-Person Learning
Health and Safety Measures Summary Table

Data Source:
Minnesota School Opening Statistics

Data values are in cases/100,000

Low Moderate Substantial High

0-10 11-50 51-100 101+

Face coverings in MNCS facilities

NOTE: Face covering guidelines could
change quickly if there are student
and/or staff cases of COVID-19 in MNCS.
If that situation arises, the face covering
recommendations may be different than
those on this table

Recommended for all

Strongly
Recommended for
Students & Visitors

Required for Staff,
Contracted Staff.
Student Teachers,
and Volunteers

Required for all
people in MNCS
facilities

Face Coverings on MNCS Transportation Required for all per CDC mandate

Face Coverings Outside (recess/PE etc.) Recommended when an individual is
unvaccinated and in a crowded outdoor area

Cohorts and Social Distancing Recommended

Vaccinations Recommended for individuals ages 12+

Screening/Testing for COVID-19 Recommended

Hand Hygiene Required

Staying home when ill Required

Notifying MNCS if a student or staff
member tests positive for COVID-19 Required

Contact tracing for positive cases in
MNCS facilities or transportation Required

Quarantine Required

Distance Learning Only available for students during a time period when they are
ill with COVID and/or have to quarantine

Cleaning and Sanitizing MNCS
facilities/transportation Required

Increased Ventilation Required
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Frequently Asked Questions
1. Will students / staff be required to wear face coverings during outdoor activities?

● Students and staff will not be required to wear face coverings outdoors as long as social distance can be
reasonably maintained, close contact limited, or if they are engaged in vigorous physical activity.

2. Will MNCS be providing transportation to and from school this year?
● Yes.  Please contact the transportation team lead,  Anthony Sonnek (asonnek@newcountryschool.com),

with any transportation related questions

3. What will your building cleaning practices look like?
● Our buildings will be professionally cleaned 3 times a week
● We will be sanitizing high touch and communal surfaces frequently
● COVID-19 is primarily transmitted via respiratory systems, so our main focus for safety is on face

coverings and distancing, but sanitizing surfaces on a regular basis remains a part of our plan

4. Will there be Experience Fridays/Weeks and other field trips/activities this year?
● We anticipate being able to offer these learning opportunities as long as there is not a large increase in

COVID-19 cases
● Field trip guidelines -

○ Masking on buses (federal mandate)
○ Follow the venue guidance/MNCS guidance
○ Overnight Travel (Updated and approved by the MNCS Board of Directors on 9/7/21)

■ COVID vaccination not required
■ Negative COVID Test required

● 1 week prior to trip departure
● the day of departure

■ Parent consent required for the trip and COVID testing
■ Parent/Student pre-trip meeting attendance required
■ Daily communication between travellers/MNCS during the trip
■ Rapid antigen COVID tests will be given to any students displaying symptoms
■ If a student has a positive COVID test, all participants return from the trip and quarantine

as directed following the MDH decision tree on page 3 of this guide

5. How will conferences be held this year?
● Conferences can proceed as normal, staff and families can meet in school buildings, in an outside

location, or online in order to meet the needs of those involved
● All participants will follow MNCS guidelines laid out in this document

6. Do HS students need desk organizers this year?
● Students will clean their entire desk area (desktops, floors etc) weekly
● Organizers/storage drawers are acceptable if they are able to be completely enclosed, can be easily

moved (on wheels) and are stored under the desk and will not be damaged by spray-on sanitizers

7. Is full-time distance learning an option this year?
○ No - this option is not available through MNCS this year due to changes in state guidance

8. If a class needs to quarantine, will there be temporary distance learning offered?
○ Yes
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