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Dear Colleagues: 

 

I hope that you’ve all had a great start to the new school year.  This is al-

ways an exciting time of year as we look forward to another group of stu-

dents and a new set of experiences—hopefully they will all be good ones! 

 

I want to thank all of you for helping to make our 2013 Summer Confer-

ence such a success.  We tried a new venue this year at the Hyatt and al-

though there were a few challenges with parking, the feedback we re-

ceived was positive.  Our keynote speakers were outstanding.  Dr. Yong Zhao provided 

many thought-provoking ideas and inspired attendees to foster the creativity and entrepre-

neur spirit of their students.  It was a good reminder to us that what makes our country a 

leader in innovation is the freedom to think critically and the freedom to be creative in how 

we think and what we do ---- and it is not how we’ve done on standardized tests.  These are 

the qualities in our education system that are admired by other countries.  It was interesting 

to hear Dr. Zhao say that students in other countries may outscore our students in science and 

math, but they do not have the passion for these subjects that many of our students do have.  

When it’s all said and done, if students don’t have passion for what they’re learning and 

teachers don’t have passion for what they’re teaching, then we are all wasting our time.  As 

educational leaders I encourage you to challenge your staff to ignite that passion for learn-

ing in all of our students. 

 

Darrell Scott from Rachel’s Challenge made all of us think a little more about the importance 

of treating each other with kindness.  I believe his message was that promoting kindness will 

do more to keep our kids safe and prevent bullying than will any program, punishment or 

deterrent. Keynote presentations can be accessed on You Tube via icon on website. 

 

You may have noticed that we are making the transition to our new name:  The New Mexico 

Coalition of Educational Leaders and our new motto, Keeping Kids First.  We are transition-

ing to our new website and email changes for the organization are forthcoming.  This is the 

second time that the Coalition has undergone a name change.  The organization began more 

than 40 years ago as a Superintendents’ organization.  Later it was revised to be more inclu-

sive of other leaders and the name was changed to NM Coalition of School Administrators.  

The job of school administrator is so much more than that of a manager.  All of you truly are 

the educational leaders of the state and we are proud to represent you as such.  In addition 

we’ve had changes to our leadership.  Dr. Crit Caton, superintendent in Artesia and former  

 

 

From the Executive Director 

New Mexico Coalition of Educational Leaders —  New Direction 

Dr. Gloria Rendón 
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A Message From the President 

Another summer is officially in the books.  Welcome to the 

2013-2014 school year.  We know many of you attended 

in-service trainings over the past few months, and we truly 

appreciate those who were able to attend the “New Mexico 

Coalition of Educational Leaders” (NMCEL) summer confer-

ence.  Hopefully, many of you were able to glean some 

valuable information that will assist you in the coming year.  

Along with our new “brand”, we are excited about the changes taking place within 

our organization and are looking forward to serving New Mexico’s leaders. 

As educators, we were fortunate this year to see a $144 increase in the unit value 

and a 1% increase in funding to all public education employees statewide.  These 

increases were greatly appreciated and a welcome sight for those who haven’t 

received a raise in the past five years.  Nevertheless, with the rise in funding has 

come a rise in accountability, and there are still many challenges that educators will 

face over the next year — Implementation of Common Core State Standards, End 

of Course Exams, PARCC Assessments, and the New Teacher/Principal Evaluation 

System.  In the face of these changes, we are amazed at the steadfast resolve our 

leaders possess. 

It is an honor for me to serve as President of this organization and to assist our 

amazing NMCEL staff in “Keeping Kids First”.  If you have suggestions, concerns, or 

need clarification on any educational issues, please let us know.  We look forward 

to serving you and extend best wishes for a successful and fulfilling school year! 

Sincerely, 

Crit D. Caton, Ed.D. 

NMCEL President 

Dr. Crit Caton 

 

representative of Southeastern NM Educational Regional Center (SNMERC) was 

elected President and Erik Bose, principal at SIA Tech in Albuquerque and former 

representative of NMASSP is the new Vice President.  Please be sure to thank Bill 

Green, superintendent at Quemado and Reserve for his service as the NMCSA 

President for the last two years. 

 

We are energized by these changes and I’m looking forward to a new year of net-

working and sharing of ideas. 

 

Best wishes for a great school year. 

 

Continued from page 1 
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Professional Development Event 

NMCEL/CES Symposium 

Ready or Not:  Next Generation Assessments 

Sue Gendron, Senior Fellow, International Center for Leadership in 
Education and Policy Coordinator, Smarter Balanced Assessment Con-
sortium 

Susan A. Gendron served as Commissioner of Education for the state of 
Maine from March 13, 2003 until May 1, 2010 when she stepped down 
to assume the role of Policy Coordinator for the SMARTER Balance As-
sessment Consortium. In this role she assisted 31 states in preparing an 
innovative integrated proposal that is built upon an integrated bal-

anced system for curriculum, assessment, instruction and educator development. In 
her role at the International Center, Sue leads a team of former state commissioners/
superintendents to provide coaching and executive training and support to state edu-
cation leaders and their staffs. She also leads the International Center's consulting ser-
vices to local districts and state education departments for development of compre-
hensive assessment systems and 21st century-based technology plans. 

SAVE THE DATE:  Tuesday, October 22, 2013, Embassy Suites Hotel 

NMCEL Board Minutes in Brief 

July 24, 2013 

 Board members approved the Agenda. 

 Board members recognized the outgoing affiliate representatives and welcomed 

incoming affiliate representatives to the board. 

 Board heard a presentation/request from NM ALAS to become an affiliate member 

of NMCEL. 

 NMCEL staff updated the board on the 2013 summer conference. 

 A report was presented by Executive Director Rendón regarding upcoming LESC 

and LFC Meetings. 

 A report was presented by Leadership Coordinator Vigil-Lowder regarding the 

Aspiring Superintendents’ Academy for the 2013-14 year. 

 Board members approved the June 7, 2013 Minutes and Financial Statements for 

July 2013. 

 Board members approved the Final Budget for 2013-14. 

 Board members elected new officers:  Dr. Crit Caton (Artesia Superintendent), Presi-

dent; Erik Bose (SIA Tech Principal), Vice President. 

 Board members heard reports from each of the Affiliates. 

 Board members heard reports from the NMCEL staff. 

 

 

 

 New Mexico School Superinten-

dents Association (NMSSA) 

 Albuquerque Public Schools Princi-

pals Association (APSPA) 

 Alliance for the Advancement of 

Teaching & Learning (NMSU) 

 Cooperative Educational Services 

(CES) 

 Eastern New Mexico Educational 

Resource Center (ENMERC) 

 New Mexico Activities Association 

(NMAA) 

 New Mexico Association of Bilin-

gual Educators (NMABE) 

 New Mexico Educational Retirees 

Association (NMAER) 

 New Mexico Association of Elemen-

tary School Principals (NMAESP) 

 New Mexico Association of Secon-

dary School Principals (NMASSP) 

 New Mexico Association of School 

Business Officials (NMASBO) 

 New Mexico Association for Super-

vision and Curriculum Development 

(NMASCD) 

 Phi Delta Kappa (NMPDK) 

 New Mexico School Personnel Asso-

ciation (NMSPA) 

 New Mexico Society for Technol-

ogy in Education (NMSTE) 

 Regional Educational Cooperatives 

Association (RECA) 

 Southeastern New Mexico Educa-

tional Resource Center (SNMERC) 

 New Mexico Council of Administra-

tors of Special Education (NMCASE) 

 

Affiliates 
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“To catch the reader's attention, place an interesting sentence or 

quote from the story here.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2013 Hall of Fame   

Inductee 

Dr. Veronica C. Garcia 

Dr. Veronica C. Garcia has dedicated her life to education.  She has been an educator and 

child advocate in New Mexico for 40 years, and has experience as a Teacher, Principal, 

Associate Superintendent and Superintendent.  Dr. Garcia served as Superintendent for 

Santa Fe Public Schools in a time of turbulence and led the district to a state of stability, 

both financially and academically.  The district went from a deficit to a $4.7 million cash 

balance.  After her retirement from Santa Fe in 2001, she was hired to serve as the Execu-

tive Director of the New Mexico Coalition of School Administrators. 

Dr. Garcia is best known for her tenure as New Mexico’s first Cabinet Secretary of Educa-

tion from 2003-2010, during which time she worked with the Governor to address the 

unique needs of New Mexico students through the statewide initiative, Making Schools 

Work.  Under this initiative, she implemented a reform agenda targeting academic rigor 

and accountability, closing the achievement gap, school readiness, quality teachers, parent 

and community involvement, 21st century classrooms and college and workforce readiness.  

Along with advocating for the passage of the New Mexico’s Pre-K Act, Dr. Garcia pushed 

for funding for several programs, i.e. school-based health clinics, breakfast in the schools, 

elementary physical education and Kindergarten Plus.  She was a strong advocate for the 

passage of the Hispanic Education Act. 

Dr. Garcia was hired to serve as Executive Director of New Mexico Voices for Children in 

April 2012.  Her vast experience and dynamic leadership were cited as reasons NM Voices 

selected her to continue the mission of working to eradicate poverty and to support policies 

that ensure children and their families have an improved quality of life.  Dr. Garcia states:  

“. . . I’ve always believed that education is a social justice issue.” 

Dr. Garcia serves on several statewide boards and continues to serve on national boards 

impacting the health, education, and economic well-being of children, including advising U.S. 

Secretaries of Education Spelling and Duncan.  She has received numerous awards and rec-

ognition including the National Governors Association Award for Distinguished Service to 

State Government, the Lifetime Achievement Award from Hispanic Magazine and the Life-

time Achievement Awards from NM PTA, Excellence in Education Award, and is listed as the 

Top Ten Hispanic Women in New Mexico by the NM Legislature.  The New Mexico School 

Superintendents’ Association named her “Superintendent of the Year” in 2001.  Dr. Garcia is 

an outstanding role model and continues to work toward educational excellence in New 

Mexico. 

H. Russell Goff 

H. Russell Goff retired in 2001 after a long and successful career with Albuquerque 

Public Schools.  He served as teacher, coach, Activities Director, Assistant Principal, 

and Principal.  In 2002 he became the Executive Director of the New Mexico Asso-

ciation of Educational Retirees and has worked tirelessly to promote the profes-

sional, economic, intellectual, social, and well-being of its members.  Through Mr. 

Goff’s knowledge and dedication for improved retirement benefits for all educa-

tional retirees, important legislation was passed to create a solvency plan.  Mr. 

Goff has also served as a lobbyist for NMAER and has served on several commit-

tees during his career.  Mr. Goff has received many distinguished awards and is 

involved in several community service projects. 

Earl Nunn Memorial 

Award 

“I  understand, from 

my own life 

experience, what kinds 

of support systems 

are needed to help 

children become 

contributing citizens.  

I’ve always believed 

that education is a 

social justice issue.” 
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2013 Administrators of  the Year 

Each year during the NMCEL summer conference in July, each state professional 

Affiliate is given the opportunity to recognize their Administrator of the Year.  Con-

gratulations to this year’s award recipients.  We thank them for their dedication 

and commitment to education and the children of New Mexico. 

Congratulations 

NMASBO 

Administrator of the Year 

Susan Robinson 

Business Manager 

Maxwell Schools 

Susan Robinson has been employed with the Maxwell School District for eight years.  

She oversees an annual budget of $1.5 million for the staff and the 108 students 

attending the schools.  Ms. Robinson is described by her Superintendent as a friendly 

and most efficient business manager with whom he has worked in the years as an 

educator.  The Maxwell School Board trusts her direction and decisions.  

NMASSP 

Administrator of the Year 

Joyce Rock 

Principal 

Central Consolidated Schools 

Joyce Rock never anticipated being a high school principal.  In fact, she is the first in 

her family to ever attend college.  Growing up her family moved often and by the 

time she dropped out of school in the 11th grade Ms. Rock had attended 17 schools 

in four different states.  Ms. Rock states that getting a college education and having 

the adventures in education that she has experienced was either an accident or di-

vine intervention. 
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2013 Administrators of  the Year cont’d. 

 
Congratulations 

NMSTE 

Administrator of the Year 

Nathan Holmes 

Director of Technology 

Aztec Municipal Schools 

Nathan Holmes is a technology leader with classroom success in mind.  Mr. Holmes 

manages to keep teachers interested in technology, keeps the district technology 

intact and provides professional development to district and site technicians.  Mr. 

Holmes is recognized as an outstanding leader who helps teachers with computer 

problems, designed the network to work throughout the district, and does this in a 

caring manner for all students and staff. 

NMCASE Maggie Cordova 

Award 

Administrator of the Year 

Diane Sandoval 

Retired Special Education Director 

Dexter Consolidated Schools 

Diane Sandoval decided early in her career that she wanted to make a difference 

in children’s lives and thus launched her career in special education.  Her varied 

work experience prepared her for her current role as Director.  Ms. Sandoval has 

always worked to do what is best for students, advice she received from a mentor.  

Thus, this has been her focus throughout her career. 
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2013 Administrators of  the Year cont’d. 

 

Congratulations 

NMAESP 

Administrator of the Year 

Kitty Martin 

Principal 

Clayton Municipal Schools 

Kitty Martin began her administrative career as Director of Federal and State Pro-
grams for Magdalena Municipal Schools in 1999.  She was Principal of Magdalena 
Elementary School from 2002-2012 and is currently the Principal of Kiser Elemen-
tary in Clayton, NM.  Prior to 1999 she was the grant writer and program manager 
for the Magdalena schools and taught high school English.  Ms. Martin was selected 
by Fulbright Educational Seminars to participate in the Argentina Administrator Ex-
change program in 2010, and was recognized by the New Mexico Association of 
Elementary Principals as Southwest Region Principal of the Year in 2008.  Ms. Mar-
tin, a native New Mexican, is a product of New Mexico’s public education system, 

holding degrees from NMSU and UNM.  

NMAER 

Administrator of the Year 

Kirk Carpenter 

Superintendent 

Aztec Municipal Schools 

Kirk Carpenter has served as Superintendent of the Aztec Municipal Schools for the 

past three years.  His focus is success for all students and teachers and improved 

student achievement.  He also works at the state level to carry out this message.  Mr. 

Carpenter has devoted much of his work and time to the Region I superintendents, 

the superintendents’ organization, and the teachers of New Mexico.  He serves on 

the NMTEACH Task Force and is viewed by his colleagues as an expert of the new 

Teacher Evaluation Plan.  Mr. Carpenter serves on the San Juan County Safe Com-

munities Committee and meets with the College President monthly to discuss partner-

ships and improved education. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Paul J. Cassidy, Managing Director 

6301 Uptown Blvd. NE, Suite 110 

Albuquerque, NM 87110 

505-862-5999  paul.cassidy@rbccm.com 

 Dedicated to serving our New Mexico public school clients. 

 Understanding of the diverse issues facing New Mexico’s school dis-

tricts. 

 Largest municipal market practice in New Mexico. 

mailto:paul.cassidy@rbccm.com
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 Upcoming Events Visit Us 

We’re on the Web! 

 

 

 

www.nmcel.org 

 

NMCEL Board Elects 

New Officers and 

Welcomes New  Board 

Members 

 Dr. Crit Caton, President 

(Superintendent, Artesia) 

 Erik Bose, Vice-President 
(Principal, SIA Tech Char-

ter School) 

 Paul Benoit, NMSSA 

(Superintendent, Floyd) 

 Theresa Griffin-Golden, 
NMCASE (Director of Sec-
ondary Special Education, 

Rio Rancho) 

 Gladys Herrera-Gurulé, 

NMABE (Principal, Taos) 

 Toni Hull, NMASCD
(Instructional Specialist, 

Deming) 

 Maria Jaramillo, RECA 

(Executive Director, REC 5) 

 Tom Ryan, NMSTE (CEO, 

eLearnInstitute) 

 Renee Saucedo, NMASSP 
(Principal, Rio Rancho 

Schools) 

 Dwayne Toivanen, 
NMSPA (Director of Per-

sonnel, Grants) 

 Lee White, NMAESP 

(Principal, Carlsbad) 

 Glenn W. Wilcox, APSPA 

(Principal, Albuquerque) 

 Stephen Wood, NMPDK  
(Principal, La Academia 
Esperanza Charter 

School) 

NMASBO  

 Fall Conference, September 25-27, Hotel Encanto, Las Cruces 

 Boot Camp, October 14 & October 18, Nativo Lodge, Albuquerque 

 Winter Conference, February 19-21, Crowne Plaza, Albuquerque 

 Spring Budget Workshop, March 26-28, Hotel Albuquerque, Albuquerque 

NMAER 

 Annual Convention, October 18-19, Hotel Artesia, Artesia 

NMAESP 

 K-12 Principal Conference, October 18-19, Hotel Encanto, Las Cruces 

NMCEL 

 Executive Board Meeting, September 12, CES 

 Annual Symposium, October 22, Embassy Suites, Albuquerque (in collabora-

tion with CES) 

NMASSP 

 2014 National Conference, February 6-8, Dallas, TX 

NMSSA 

 New Superintendents’ Institute Meeting, September 10, NMAA 

 Superintendents’ Retreat, October 23, Embassy Suites, Albuquerque 

CES 

 Facility Managers’ Training Workshop, October 21 - 23, Embassy Suites, Al-

buquerque 

NMAA 

 Athletic Directors’ Leadership Training, October 14 - 15, Marriott Pyramid, 

Albuquerque 

AASA 

 National Conference, February 13 -15, Nashville, TN 

Great City Schools 

 Annual Conference, October 30 - November 3, Albuquerque 

http://www.nmcel.org/
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NMAER 

Administrator of the Year 

Dr. Tomás Salazar 

NM Representative and Retired Educator 

Dr. Tomás Salazar is a long-time educator and a strong proponent of the teaching 

of mathematics and science.  He is currently the New Mexico Representative for 

House District 70 and serves as President of the New Mexico Association of Educa-

tional Retirees.  Dr. Salazar has been very involved in this organization both locally 

and statewide, in addition to working closely with Habitat for Humanity and AARP.  

Dr. Salazar has received many recognitions and honors throughout his career. 

NMSPA 

Administrator of the Year 

Pam Thompson 

Assistant Superintendent for Human Resources 

Hobbs Municipal Schools 

Pam Thompson has worked in the education field for thirty-eight years as a teacher 

and administrator.  Ms. Thompson has been with the Hobbs Municipal Schools for 

twenty years, the last twelve as Assistant Superintendent for Human Resources.  Ms. 

Thompson handled the hiring and training of 625 certified staff, as well as, monitor-

ing 300 non-certified employees.  She is recognized as a professional and caring 

administrator. 

Congratulations 
2013 Administrators of  the Year cont’d. 

 

Support for Educational Leaders 

School leaders communicate a vision and set the culture of a school.  

They also inspire excellence in teaching and learning and build proc-

esses for support continuous improvement.  Faced with the challenges 

of higher performance, fewer resources, and growing student popula-

tions, educational leaders need more support than ever. 

Steve Houston 

866-399-6019 

Steve.Houston@hmhp.com 

www.hmhco.com 

mailto:Steve.Houston@hmhp.com
http://www.hmhco.com/
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NMABE 

Administrator of the Year 

Rodolfo Leos 

Dual Language Enrichment Coordinator 

Las Cruces Public Schools 

Rodolfo Leos has been with the Las Cruces Public Schools since 2000, serving as 

principal and bilingual coordinator.  This fall he will assume the duties of the Dual 

Language Enrichment Coordinator.  Mr. Leos has twice been recognized as the Las 

Cruces Public Schools’ Bilingual Administrator of the Year.  Mr. Leos received rec-

ognition from the Ambassador of Spain to the United States as a result of Loma 

Heights Elementary, a dual language school, becoming the only International 

Spanish Academy in New Mexico and a model school in New Mexico. 

Special Olympics New Mexico Unified Sports Options for the US DOE Sports Equity Mandate 

Special Olympics of New Mexico (SONM) is fully committed to providing the necessary resources to assist school 

systems throughout the state develop and implement innovative programs that comply with the spirit and intent 

of the US Department of Education Sports Equity Law. 

The US Department of Education has created guidelines around Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 

which requires K-12 school districts to provide a qualified student with a disability an opportunity to benefit 

from the district’s extracurricular athletics equal to that of students without disabilities.  SONM works with school 

systems, administrators, schools and students to fulfill the guidelines laid out by the Department of Education. 

The guidance aims not just to protect rights but to promote unity.  SONM has several established programs that 

are easy to implement in schools and can be tailored to fit the needs and goals of the individual school — Uni-

fied Sports (Competitive); Unified Sports Player Development; Unified Sports Recreation.  Contact Special 

Olympics New Mexico for additional information. 

Contact Chris Page at chrispage@sonm.org or Victoria Gonzales at victoriagonzales@sonm.org 

505.856.0342 

1.800.371.5525 

www.sonm.org 

2013 Administrators of  the Year cont’d. 
Congratulations 

mailto:chrispage@sonm.org
mailto:victoriagonzales@sonm.org
http://www.sonm.org
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