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OPM Selection Subcommittee  

of the School Building Committee 

Meeting Minutes 

September 8, 2020 

 

 

OPM Selection Subcommittee Members present: Mary Braney, Gary Suter, Mark Carpentier, Paul 

Haughey, and David Joyce  

 

Others present: Steve Hemman and Jay Barry – MARS Consultants 

 

I. Call to Order 

 

Meeting was called to order via Zoom teleconferencing at 4:05 p.m. 

 

II. Approve Minutes 

 

N/A 

 

III. Old Business 

 

N/A 

 

IV. New Business 

 

Review reference check procedure – Dr. Haughey called references for Hill International and 

noted that two of the references were called three times and one of the references was called 

one time. Dr. Haughey did not receive a phone call back from any of them. 

 

Mr. Joyce called references for CBRE/Heery and noted that he reached out to other firms (cities 

of Worcester and Beverly) that were not on the original reference list and received some good 

comments. 

 

Ms. Braney called references for Colliers International. Ms. Braney indicated Cape Cod 

Regional Technical High School gave Colliers an excellent on almost everything; good on 

construction part. High praise. Both references would work with Colliers again. Ms. Braney 

noted that SEBRSD would have a different team than the ones who worked on Cape Cod 

Regional Technical High School and West Springfield High School projects. Ms. Braney noted 
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that the West Springfield project was a MSBA “Model School” with Cape Cod and West 

Springfield being new building projects and Assabet Valley an addition/renovation project. 

 

Mr. Carpentier called references for Dore & Whittier and connected with one – Ayer Shirley 

Regional High School Building Commission. Ayer Shirley gave Dore & Whittier high marks 

stating Dore & Whittier came in on time and under budget. 

 

Mr. Suter called references for Skanska and noted he received no response. Consigli 

Construction emailed the District and stated Consigli had a long lasting relationship with 

Skanska and think very highly of them as an OPM. Consigli stated they feel Skanska would be 

a great fit for the town and the project. It should be noted that Consigli was not on the original 

reference list to call. 

 

Mr. Hemman asked Members if they wanted to stay with the results of the reference checks or 

keep trying to contact firms. Discussion ensued and Mr. Hemman reminded the Members that 

the OPM rankings were done independently and that if the Subcommittee were to change 

OPMs, it would need a reason. 

 

Dr. Haughey stated he understood the Subcommittee wanted to go with Colliers but had some 

concerns with communication. He recommended staying on top of Colliers. 

 

Mr. Hemman stated he would reach out to Colliers on Wednesday, September 9th to ask them to 

complete the OPM Contract by September 11th so the District could submit to MSBA. 

 

Dr. Haughey stated he was looking for a motion to preliminarily award the contract to 

Colliers International pending successful negotiation of the contract. Mr. Suter made the 

motion and Ms. Braney seconded. Roll call vote was unanimous “aye” with Mr. Suter, Ms. 

Braney, Mr. Joyce, Mr. Carpentier, and Dr. Haughey voting aye. 

 

Attachment – Part 1 – Narrative of the Selection Process and timeline for submitting to MSBA 

– was reviewed. It will be emailed to all Members for further review. 

 

Mr. Hemman will contact Colliers International on behalf of the District. 

 

Dr. Haughey thanked the OPM Subcommittee for all the time and dedication they gave to the 

process. 

 

Mr. Hemman thanked Mr. Carpentier, Ms. Braney, and Mr. Joyce for working so hard and 

committing the time to the process. 

 

V. Other business to come before the Subcommittee 

 

N/A 

 

VI. Next meeting dates 

 

N/A 
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VII. Executive Session 

 

N/A 

 

VIII. Adjournment 

 

Motion to adjourn at 5:00 p.m. was made by Mr. Suter and seconded by Ms. Braney. Roll 

call vote was unanimous “aye.” 

 

 

Submitted by: 

Melissa Farrow 

 


