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Inside this  issue: 

HEY 2022-2023 SCHOOL YEAR…

READY OR NOT HERE WE GO!  

“Anyone who has never made a mis-

take has never tried anything new.” – 

Albert Einstein 

Hello Frenchtown School District 

Parents and Community and wel-

come to the 2022-2023 school year. 

Students start their next chapter on 

Wednesday, August 24th.  

The school year is shaping up once 

again to be a challenging, awesome, 

hard, rewarding filled with ups and 

downs, along with a few twists and 

turns.  We will work hard to bring 

our best for the students, families, 

and community of Frenchtown. We 

will be met with challenges and solu-

tions along the way, but regardless, 

we hope to bring our best effort each 

and every day.  

 

NEW STAFF MEMBERS 

This past spring and summer we were busy 
hiring new staff members for the 2022-
2023 school year.  As well as the new staff 
members you will also see some movement 
of current staff to new assignments.  Please 
help us welcome all of our new staff to the 
Frenchtown School District. 

Classified: 

 Marie Aston 

 Charlene Barnhart 

 Leeza Burklund 

 Anna Feusner 

 Montana Holmes 

 Katelen Levanway 

 Jaque McMaster 

 Jason Miller 

 Heather Raddon 

 Kelly Trop 

Certified: 

 Kyla Andres 

 Cody Allison 

 Dylan Barnard 

 Evangeline Campbell 

 Michaela Delaney 

 Sarah Drew 

 Jared Forsythe 

 Connie Hart 

 Lindsay Hartze 

 Joshua Hungate 

 Karilyn McArthur 

 Stefan Olson 

 Archie Petritz 

 Jordan Quinn 

 Jerad Reinhardt 

 Jasmine Schreckendgust 

 Sydne Lamping 

 Matt Warren 

 Samantha Hollenback 

 

Bus Drivers: 

 Tyler Arlint 

 Emily Copeland 

 Anna Feusner 

 Randy Harrington 

 Todd Kleitz 

 Morgan Simonson 

 Danielle Wilson 

 

Administrative Support Person-

nel: 

 Benton Farquhar 

 

 

We are in our fourth year working 

with full-time School Resource Of-

ficer (SRO) Scott Rasmussen.  By the 

way, Deputy Rasmussen was hon-

ored by the Jeremy Bullock Safe 

Schools Summit on August 10th. Con-

gratulations Deputy Rasmussen! We 

are fortunate to have the SRO posi-

tion and we are extremely lucky to 

have Deputy Rasmussen as the per-

son filling that position for us. The 

district is able to use safety funds 

and the cost is well worth it to have 

an SRO in our district every day of 

the school year.  

The Frenchtown School 

District moved to not 

allowing dogs on the 

FTSD campus grounds 

a few years ago. Pet 

owners were letting their dogs do 

their business on school grounds 

without picking up after them. This 

was happening in the same areas 

where children play and spectators 

are going to watch athletic events.  It 

was a clean-up problem for district 

staff and a sanitary problem for peo-

ple who didn’t notice it and step in it.  
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Another problem was dogs that are being let off of 

leashes and having the run of school grounds.  The dis-

trict had concerns about the possibility of dog bites, aller-

gies, and dog fights.  The district posted signs on school 

grounds and will put out reminders about dogs not being 

allowed on campus.  Thank you for your assistance and 

understanding.  

 

NEWSLETTER ADVERTISEMENTS 

Each USPO recognized mailing address in the district re-
ceives a printed copy of the FTSD 
newsletter once a month during the 
school year.  Again this school year the 
district will sell advertising to help 
defray the cost to the district.  For a 
nominal fee advertisers would reach 
each USPO recognized mailing address 
in the district once a month during the school year to in-
form all the school district residents about their business or 
an upcoming event.  Fees vary dependent on size of ad.  
For example, West Valley Community Council buys a full 
page in each newsletter to post its agenda.  They pay 
$50.00 per newsletter for a total of $500.00 per year (10 
newsletters).  The fees go towards the cost of the newslet-
ter during the 2022-2023 school year.  Contributions will 
also be gratefully accepted.  If you would like to learn 
more about the paid advertising option or to make a contri-
bution to keep the newsletter going, contact the District 
Office at 626-2600. 
 
2022-2023 SCHOOL YEAR CALENDAR IS IN THIS 
NEWSLETTER  

SCHOOL OFFICES  
Our building secretaries and principals returned to school 
in mid-August.  If you are new to the district and have not 
registered your child for classes, please contact the school 
office to set up a time to come in and complete the paper-
work.  Please bring with you a copy of your child’s birth 
certificate, immunization record and report card from last 
year.  This will help to expedite the process.   
 
THE K-12 ADMINISTRATIVE STAFF FOR 2022-
2023 

 

The Frenchtown K-12 administrative staff for 2022-2023: 

Jodi Hall - Elementary Principal,  

Riley Devins - Intermediate Principal/Director of Academ-
ic Services, 

Aaron Griffin – Middle School Principal,  

Beth Terzo – 9-12 Assistant Principal/Curriculum Coordi-
nator 

Jake Haynes – FHS Principal,  

Eli Field – 9-12Activities Director/Math Teacher, 

Jennifer Demmons – Special Services Coordinator, 

Les Meyer – Superintendent. 

 

We are looking forward to a great 2022-2023 school year. 

 

DISCRETIONARY NONRESIDENT STUDENT AT-

TENDANCE APPLICATIONS WILL BE PLACED 

ON A WAITING LIST 

At this point the FTSD is closed to accepting out of district 

students. This district will accept applications to be placed 

on a waiting list in the event something changes. There are 

specific rules about the acceptance of nonresident students.  

The first one is that an application must be filled out 

(which includes a request for student records) Next, a form 

from the Office of Public Instruction (OPI) called the FP-

14 needs to be completed.  Except as otherwise provided 

by law, admission to the District as a nonresident student 

would be a privilege.  The Board, recognizing that an edu-

cational requirement of its resident students includes the 

need for an orderly educational process and environment, 

established criteria for the discretionary admission of non-

resident students.  Please contact a building principal for 

more information. 

 

BUS TRANSPORTATION  

The Transportation Director, Jime’ Benitez is working to 
get bus route times established. Transportation software is 
being utilized; however, kinks within the new system and 
Infinite Campus are being worked out.  No matter what, 
parents will be informed as soon as possible. Parents and 
students will be informed by email in Infinite Campus of 
what bus their child will ride, the location of the bus stop, 
and the pick-up and drop-off times.  If you are new to the 
district and do not know what bus your child(ren) will ride 
on, once you register them for school you should receive 
the bus transportation information by mail.  If you do not, 
please contact Jime Benitez at 626-2610 in the transporta-
tion office to get the bus schedules.  Also, the 2022-2023 
routes have been updated and are in this newsletter.  There 
may be a few other minor adjustments due to new riders or 
in an effort to improve service. Many of our kiddos will be 
on different buses this year so please refer to bus route stop 
times that were emailed on 8/16/22. Thank you! 

 

BREAKFAST AND LUNCH PRICES 

For the 2022-2023 school year, Frenchtown School Dis-
trict will begin charging for 
school breakfasts and lunches again. The state covered the 
cost for the past two years for all schools in Montana, but 
as of the 2022-2023 school year this support will no longer 
occur. Meal prices are on the website at https://
www.ftsd.org/page/meal-prices. Go to https://
www.ftsd.org/documents/departments/food-services/
documents/151067 for application forms. These forms 
should be turned into the office of the school your child 
attends. If you need to add lunch money onto your stu-
dent’s lunch account prior to the first day of school, please 
login to the Infinite Campus Parent Portal/click on food 
service/then click pay. If you have any questions, please 
contact the school office to help with the navigation of this 
process.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SUMMER MAINTANENCE/CUSTODIAL/

PAINTING CREW & IT 

Our custodial/maintenance summer crew had a 

many projects and much cleaning to do.  If you get 

the chance, please thank and/or compliment them 

for their work. The hallways look awesome, class-

rooms are spotless. We had several challenges 

throughout the summer that put kinks into what 

was being done, but they have the buildings ready 

to go. Improvements in the world of technology as 

well as infrastructure continue to be upgraded. The 

summer has been busy around here and the cam-

puses are looking great.  We still have work to do, 

but we appreciate the efforts that our people have 

provided.  

 

PARKING IN THE LOOPS  

The parking loops in front of the High School and 

the Intermediate Buildings have been painted in 

certain areas as designated fire lanes and handi-

capped parking. Please do park in those restricted 

areas. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Description Breakfast Lunch 

Elementary & 

Intermediate 

Student 

$1.40 $2.60 

Middle School 

Student 

$1.40 $2.65 

High School 

Student 

$1.65 $2.90 

Reduced Price 

K-6/MS/HS 

$.30 $.40 

Adult $2.00 $4.00 

https://www.ftsd.org/page/meal-prices
https://www.ftsd.org/page/meal-prices
https://www.ftsd.org/documents/departments/food-services/documents/151067
https://www.ftsd.org/documents/departments/food-services/documents/151067
https://www.ftsd.org/documents/departments/food-services/documents/151067
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 Fall activities are currently underway and the HS is 

open for business (minus the educators). 

 Wednesday, August 24th - First school day for 

freshman, new and exchange students. 

 Thursday, August 25th – the first day of school for 

all students (9-12).  

 Thursday, September 21st – SCHOOL PICTURES!  

 Parent Teacher Conferences, November 2-3 

 

 

Jake Haynes Principal 

I grew up in Fairfield, Mon-

tana. My wife Rachel and I 

have four children and are 

thankful to call Frenchtown 

home. We enjoy being in the 

outdoors and participating in 

our four children’s lives. I 

have a Master’s degree in 

school counseling and a 

school administration degree 

from the University of Mon-

tana. This is my 16th year in 

Frenchtown. I believe learn-

ing should be fun and exciting. I know with all of us work-

ing together we can make this a very successful school 

year. I consider it very important that you take an active 

role in your child's education. You are invited to call (626-

2670), e-mail (haynesj@ftsd.org), or visit the school any 

time that you have a question concerning your child's pro-

gress or if you just want to stop by and say “Hi.”. I consid-

er it a great privilege and responsibility to be your child's 

principal this year, and look forward to working with each 

of you  

Beth Terzo Assistant Prin-
cipal 

I am originally from North 
Carolina, but my husband, 
two boys and I have called 
Montana home since 2003.  
I have a B.S. in Education 
from the University of 
North Carolina Chapel Hill 
and a Master’s in Counselor 
Education from the Univer-
sity of Montana.  I received 
my administration degree 
from the University of Mon-
tana as well.  I started my career in education as a middle 
school science and social studies teacher in NC.  After 
taking some time off to spend time with my boys, Tanner 
and Brayden, I was hired as a school counselor at French-
town.  I have enjoyed the last ten years as a school counse-
lor in the high school.  I believe relationships and commu-
nication are keys to success, and I am excited to start my 
11th year at Frenchtown as Assistant Principal.  Please stop 
by to say hello any time.  I look forward to continuing to 
work with this amazing 
community! 

Eli Field Athletic Director 
and Math Wizard 

Hi, my name is Eli Field.  I 
grew up in Missoula, Mon-
tana, attending Washington 
Middle School and eventu-
ally graduating from Senti-
nel High School in 1990. 
After high school I attended 
the University of Montana, 
graduating with a degree 
mathematics.  I began my 

teaching career at Frenchtown High School in fall of 1996, 
and 27 years later I am still here!  Over that time I have 
taught mathematics, coached football and softball, and now 
I am embarking on a new role as the Activities Director 
(while still keeping a bit of a hand in mathematics and 
coaching softball). Through the power of the Internet I 
have a Masters of Education from the University of Mis-
souri, despite never setting foot in state of Missouri.  My 
wife Nicole and I have two adult children, Tanner and Mi-
kaela, each graduates of Frenchtown High School.  

Billie Warner Administra-
tive Assistant 

I am married with four 
amazing boys. My husband's 
name is Marc and my boys' 
names are Elijah, John, Dil-
lon and Jordan. We have 
two boys off to college, two 
in high school (a freshman 
and a junior).  Each is 
uniquely awesome in their 
own special way. I absolute-
ly love being a mom. 

I am in my 6th year as the High School Secretary. I certain-
ly look forward to and am honored to be part of an amazing 
family and team here at Frenchtown School District. I have 
enjoyed working with the District Office Staff, Mr. Jake 
Haynes, High School teachers/staff and each and every one 
that is employed and part of the Frenchtown School Dis-
trict #40 team. I look forward and will embrace every 
growing pain that Frenchtown will endure over the next 
several years. I am excited to see what the future holds for 
Frenchtown and our little, but quickly growing communi-
ty. We are FRENCHTOWN  

 
Jaque McMaster Admin-
istrative Assistant 
I grew up on a ranch out-
side of Chinook, Montana. 
My husband, Levi, and I 
chose to settle in French-
town and have felt very 
fortunate to be able to raise 
our three kids in such an 
amazing community. As I 
enter my first year as Activ-
ities Secretary, I look for-
ward to getting to know 
more families in our district 
and assisting with anything 
and everything Bronc  

Wednesday, August 24th School begins for FRESHMEN, 
EXCHANGE STUDENTS, and NEW STUDENTS ON-
LY.  This is meant to be an orientation session for these 
students. Students will be introduced to educators, take 
school tours, hear about school rules and policies, run 
through a shortened class schedule, and have some fun 
time with high school mentors.  

Our first full day of school grades 9-12 is scheduled to 
begin at 8:20 a.m. on Thursday, August 25th.  
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2022-2023 HIGH SCHOOL BELL SCHEDULE 

Early Out/Early Release Bell Schedule 
  

P1   8:20-9:15                              

P2  9:20-10:15   

P3 10:20-11:15                              

P4 11:20-12:15                              

Lunch 12:15 Dismiss 12:33  
 
High School Web Page and Infinite Campus Access-
Frenchtown High School has its own webpage! Go to the 
Frenchtown School District Webpage (ftsd.org) click on 
the “menu” tab then click High School. Here you will find 
our daily announcements, lunch menu, handbooks and our 
activities schedules. You can access your student’s grades 
and attendance at any time via the Frenchtown School Dis-
trict website (ftsd.org). The link to the Infinite Campus 
Parent/Student portal site is located on the top of the home 
page as well as the main page of the High School. Click on 
the link and then enter your I.D. and password to see a 
current grade report. If you do not have a copy of the ac-
cess codes please call the high school office. Grades are 
updated at least one time per week. If you have a questions 
or a concern regarding a grade please contact the teacher.  
E-mail is the most effective way to communicate with 
our teachers as there are no phones in the classrooms. 
All e-mail addresses are available on our website. It’s 
important to be involved! 
 
Student Parking 
All students must park in the west parking lots. Students 
then must walk to the main high school entrance. Driving 
in front of the school buildings is not an option. This 
part of the campus driveway system is intended for school 
bus loading/unloading and is a one-way road. 
 

 

 

Parking in the Loop 

The loop in front of the high 
school needs to remain free 
and clear of all vehicles. This 
area is a designated fire lane 
and parking in the loop is 
prohibited. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

School Busses 

Bussing information is found on the school district website: 
ftsd.org under the transportation heading. 

STUDENT BREAKFAST AND HOT LUNCH PRO-
GRAM BEGIN ON THE FIRST DAY OF SCHOOL 
  
The cost is $1.65 for breakfast and $2.90 for lunch. 
 

Attendance - When you know your child is going to be 
absent, please call the Frenchtown High School office at 
(406) 626-2670 to report the absence and reason for the 
absence (appointment, taking the day off, sick).  The office 
has voice mail 24/7.  Both On-line and students attending 
school on site are expected to call the office when a child is 
sick or will not be in school. 

**Sick Children – During the 2022-2023 school year 
FTSD is asking parents and students to monitor themselves 
closely and on a daily basis.  If a child is not feeling well/
has a fever please keep them home for the safety and well-
being of our students, staff, and community at Frenchtown 
Schools. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Graduation is currently scheduled for Sunday May 28th at 1 
p.m.  
 

 

Please make sure to check out the live stream on the new 
website to see some of the “in-class” happenings at 
the HS. Also follow us on Facebook and Twitter.  

 

High School Counseling 

Ready, set, go… another school year approaches quickly! 

The counseling department is excited about the 2022-2023 

school year.    

The counselors will continue to meet with each grade level 

multiple times throughout the year.  This helps us ensure 

that each member of the class receives important infor-

mation about testing, post-secondary information, scholar-

ships, mental health and much more.   

Just a reminder that school counselors are here to assist all 

students in the following three domains: academic, career, 

and personal/ social.  The counselors also work closely 

with administration, teachers, and parents to help students 

get the most from their high school experience.  If parents 

have any questions or concerns about their student’s high 

school experience please feel free to contact us. 

The high school counseling department has two full time 

counselors and they will be working with specific grade 

levels. 

Rachel Laughnan  email: rachellaughnan@ftbroncs.org 

Class of 2025 

Robyn Richardson (406) 626- 2718 email: RobynRichard-

son@ftbroncs.org  

 Class of 2023, Class of 2024  and Class of 2026 

We’ve had some changes in the high school counseling 

center this summer.  Mrs. Terzo is now the High School 

Assistant Principal and Mrs. Laughnan has joined the high 

school counseling staff. 

Hello Broncs students, staff, and families. I am so excited 

to be your new High School Counselor! This is my fifth 

year in the district as I have previously been teaching first 

grade over at the elementary. I have loved my time working 

at the south campus, but I am looking forward to this new 

role on the north campus.  

A little about me... I am from Kansas City and graduated 

from Kansas State University (Go Cats!). I currently live in 

Missoula with my husband, our two dogs and our baby boy 

who was just born this summer! I will be coming in limited 

days this fall while on maternity leave, but will be return-

ing full time just before winter break.  

I look forward to meeting all of the north campus Broncs 

family! Please feel free to reach out to me with anything 

and welcome back to school!             Rachel Laughnan 

Schedules!  Schedules! And Schedules! 

Freshmen and new students will receive a copy of their 

schedule during orientation.  All other students should view 

their schedule through the Infinite Campus portal.   

M8 days (Mondays) Tues-Fri A/B Days 

P1A  8:20-9:00 
P1B  9:05-9:45  

P1 8:20-9:50 

P2A  9:50-10:35 
P2B  10:40-11:20 

P2 9:55-11:25 

Lunch    11:20-11:55 
  

Lunch 11:25-12:05 

P3A   12:00-12:45 
P3B   12:50-1:35 

P3 12:10-1:40 

P4A   1:40-2:25 
P4B    2:30-3:20 

P4 1:45-3:27 

 

6-12 Counselors’ Corner  

Robyn Richardson 

Rachel Laughnan 

mailto:RobynRichardson@ftsd.org
mailto:RobynRichardson@ftsd.org


5 

 

Students wishing to print their schedules can do so using 

the counseling center or library computers.  Counselors 

will make schedule changes during the first week of school 

for the following reasons only: 

1. A required class is missing 

2. There is an open class period in the student’s schedule 

3. The student is changing into/out of an honors class 

 

Testing Information 

 
Testing dates, price and registration information for the 

ACT and SAT can be found online at act.org and colleg-

ereadiness.collegeboard.org/sat. 

Reminder: Frenchtown will host the ACT test free of 

charge for all juniors in the spring.   

Sophomores will be offered the chance to take the Pre-

ACT for free in spring. 

SAT subject tests are also available.  Check your universi-

ty admission requirements to see if you need to register for 

a subject test.  It is better to take any necessary subject test 

soon after you have completed the high school course.  For 

example, if you need to take the chemistry subject test, it is 

best to take the test toward the end of or after completing 

chemistry while the material is fresh in your mind. 

The PSAT will be offered on October 12th. The cost is 

$18.00.  Students should sign up and pay in the high school 

office by September 14th if they are interested in taking 

the PSAT.  Fee waivers are available to juniors who quali-

fy for free//reduced lunch. The PSAT is the qualifying test 

for the National Merit Scholarship; this qualification only 

applies to the juniors who take the PSAT.  Many sopho-

mores and freshmen take the test for practice.   

As the beginning of school approaches, the counseling 

department wants to offer a few tips taken from https://

teens.lovetoknow.com/Category:Teen_Health to help stu-

dents get prepared for a wonderful year  

Don't just assume a great year is going to fall into your lap. 

You have to work to make it happen. Whether you're al-

ready super organized or you like to procrastinate until the 

very last minute - the time to plan ahead is before school 

starts. Use specific strategies to help you not only stay 

afloat during the school year, but really thrive. 

Get Plenty of Rest 

Having an adequate amount of sleep is imperative to a 

successful high school career. Students who tend to sleep 

less than eight hours a night may not be as awake or alert 

during the day. In addition to needing rest to focus on 

school work, if you plan to participate in after-school ac-

tivities or sports, you will need to rest up to do your best. 

Eat Breakfast and Lunch 

Always start your school days off with a healthy breakfast 

to get you through the day until lunch. Even if you are not 

a big breakfast eater, consider eating a protein bar or 

smoothie to stave off hunger. If you tend to eat later in the 

morning, you may want to carry a small snack to munch on 

between classes before lunch.  If you do not like the school 

lunch, you can pack lunch to take to school. This way you 

have exactly the kind of food you enjoy. 

Keep Your Locker Organized 

There are several types of locker organization systems 

available. Choose a shelving system that allows you to 

store your books and folders in an upright position. This 

will be especially helpful for when you are rushing to your 

locker between classes.  In addition, hang a magnetic, dry 

erase board on the inside door to help you keep track of the 

day's to-do list. 

Organize Classes with Binders 

Purchase color-coded binders to use for each class. This 

will not only help when you are looking in your locker for 

a specific class, but you can also store all the class notes in 

one area without mixing them up with another class. 

Choose binders with a clear front sleeve that allows you to 

display a weekly class calendar. 

Talk with People 

There is no reason to be shy with new people. Whether you 

are returning to high school, or you are new, talk with the 

people around you. Look to your left and right, and meet 

the people on either side of your locker - they'll be there all 

year long. In addition to making friends, talking with peo-

ple may help you with class work and trying out for sports. 

Get Involved 

Look at the list of after school sports and clubs available to 

you. Pick something that interests you, and join the team. 

This not only looks good on your college resume, but it is a 

great way to meet people, exercise your brain or body and 

show your school spirit. 

Create a Homework Area 

Assign a place at home that is your designated homework 

area. This area should be off-limits to anyone besides you 

during your designated homework time. Choose an area 

that is free of distractions, such as a desk in your room or 

dining room table, so you can concentrate on school work. 

Before the first day 
Before heading out the first day of school, take a moment 

to breathe. Your high school years will fly past and soon 

you will be heading off to college. Take time to meet new 

people, participate in after school activities and study hard. 

Good luck! 

 

 

Welcome Back!  What a crazy summer, from the floods 
and rain in June to the probable smoke and fires in July 
and August in Montana! 

As I enter my 31st year as an educator, I still get crazy ex-
cited for the 1st day of school.  It is crazy to think that I am 
starting year 10 as a principal at Frenchtown Schools.   I 
am blessed to have two boys that attend Frenchtown 
Schools (Henry in 9th grade and Holden in 3rd grade).  My 
wife, Amy (A.K.A – Mrs. America is the PK-2 counselor 
at Frenchtown Elementary), we enjoy chasing Henry and 
Holden around the state playing several different sports.  
The Griffin family also follows the Montana State Bobcats 
and we are excited for the start of the college football sea-
son!  There is nothing better than being part of Frenchtown 
Schools -- Go Broncs! 

Ready for a great school year! 

Aaron Griffin 

Middle School Principal 

Frenchtown Schools 

aarongriffin@ftbroncs.org/406-626-2650 

Middle School Office Hours 

We are very lucky to have Cindy Felton returning to the 
front office.  Ms. Felton is here to help you with your 
school related questions.  Ms. Felton makes amazing 
things happen for the students of Frenchtown Middle 
School!   Please feel free to contact the Middle School 

Office at 626-2650 regarding any questions you may have. 

 Middle School Office Hours:  Daily 7:30 am to 4:00 

pm. 

 If your son/daughter is absent for any reason please 

notify the Middle School Office by 9:00 am daily. 

Information for the 2022-2023 School Year --- 

 Weekly Emails:  Each Thursday dur ing the school 

year families will receive a weekly update from the 
Middle School with upcoming events and important 
notices.   

 Middle School Office:   Office Hours are from 7:30 

From the Desk of  

Aaron Griffin 

Middle School Principal 

https://teens.lovetoknow.com/Category:Teen_Health
https://teens.lovetoknow.com/Category:Teen_Health
mailto:aarongriffin@ftbroncs.org/406-626-2650
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am to 4:00 pm. 

 Open House:  Tuesday, August 23, 2022 from 4:00 
to 5:30 pm.  Please do not bring school supplies at 
this time. 

 1st Day of School:  Wednesday, August 24, 2022 
from 8:20 am to 3:28 pm. 

 School Supply Lists:  Can be found online at 
www.ftsd.org under documents in for the Middle 
School. 

 Student Schedules:  Please call after  Monday, 
August 15, 2022 if you have scheduling questions.  
All student schedules will be subject to change.  Elec-
tive classes have been assigned for all Middle School 
Students and will not be changed.  Band/Choir will 
be combined for 7th/8th grade this year and done on an 
A/B rotation during advisory and is optional for 
7th/8th grade students. 

 6th Grade Band and Choir --- Students have to 
choose either Band or Choir as an elective per state 
accreditation standards.  Students can participate in 
both programs if they choose.  Band/Choir will be on 
a rotation during advisory last period of the day. 

 Incoming 7th Grade Reminder:   Montana State 
Law requires any child enrolled in a Montana public 
school must have the following immunizations before 
entering the 7th grade: ***1 dose of Tetanus, Diph-
theria, and Pertussis (Tdap) booster before entering 
7th grade (Tdap is required to protect against whoop-
ing cough) You will need to have your child immun-
ized before the start of the 7th grade year. Please 
provide the office with documentation from the 
health provider of the booster and the date that it was 
given. You may FAX documentation to the middle 
school office at (406) 626-2654. Exemptions to this 
law for religious or medical reasons will require an 
exemption form signed by the parent/guardian and be 
notarized. 

Going Green— 

In a continued effort to save paper and extra expenses, our 
parent and student handbook will be placed online at 
www.ftsd.org.  Parents and students can access this by 
going to the district website selecting public documents on 
the left side and then select Middle School Handbook.  
However, if you would like a hard copy of the 2020-2021 
student handbook please stop by the Middle School Office 
at any time!  The school website is an amazing tool that 
will help keep you linked to school events, activities, 
school supply lists, and individual teacher websites/emails. 

Lunch Information 2022-2023 

For the 2022-2023 school year, Frenchtown School Dis-
trict will begin charging for school breakfasts and lunches 
again. The state covered the cost for the past two years for 
all schools in Montana, but as of the 2022-2023 school 
year this support will no longer occur. That being said, 
meal prices are on the website at https://www.ftsd.org/
page/meal-prices. Go to https://www.ftsd.org/documents/
departments/food-services/documents/151067 for the ap-
plication forms. These forms should be turned into the 
office of the school your student attends. If you need to 

add lunch money onto your students lunch account prior to 
the first day of school, please login to the Infinite Campus 
Parent Portal/click on food service/then click pay. If you 
have any questions, our school offices will be open for 
regular hours on August 8, 2022 to help you navigate this 
process. 

Just a reminder FMS is a Nut Free School --- We will have 
designated safe lunchroom/classroom areas for students 
with nut allergies to sit at with their peers. 

 

 

 

 

 

Middle School Sports Information  

2022-2023 Middle School – Sports – All students partici-
pating in Middle School sports must have the following 
forms on file in the Middle School office before partici-
pating in any sport in the Middle School: 

1. A current sports physical – must be conducted AF-
TER May 1, 2022. 

2. A current Student-Athlete & Parent/Legal Guardian 
Concussion Statement (one per year). 

3. A current Athletic Parent Permission Form (one per 
year – covers all sports). 

4. NEW THIS YEAR!  There is a $25.00 par ticipa-
tion fee for each sport a student participates in.  This 
fee can be paid through the parent/guardian Infinite 
Campus Portal (Infinite Campus Pay).   

5. OPTIONAL THIS YEAR!  If a student would like 
to watch high school or middle school events, then a 
$30.00 activity pass may be purchased through Infi-
nite Campus Pay.  Otherwise, the student will have to 
pay the gate fee to get into all home high school or 
middle school events.  If a parent/guardian purchases 
the high school “family pass” ($120.00), the $30.00 
middle school activity pass is covered.   

The sports physical, concussion statement, and permission 
slip are located on the school website at: (www.FTSD.org 

– More - Our Schools – Middle School – Documents) OR 
right outside the Middle School office door in the right 
hand side of the two organizers.  WE ARE NOT USING 
DRAGONFLY FOR STUDENT PAPER WORK IN 
2022-2023. 

Cross Country – Coach Shanelle Shirey  – sha-
nelleshirey@ftbroncs.org 

Practice begins August 24 @ 3:30 p.m. 

Football – Coach Bill Boudreaux – billbou-
dreaux@ftbroncs.org   

Practice begins August 22 @ 3:30 p.m. 

Soccer – (Co-ed) – Coach Kirsten Gyapay – kirsteng-
yapay@ftbroncs.org  

Practice begins August 24 @ 3:30 p.m. 

Volleyball – Coach Robyn Richardson – robynrichard-
son@ftbroncs.org   

Practice begins August 24 @ 3:30 p.m. 

 
**All games/meets will be posted on the school website 
at:  www.ftsd.org, Athletics, Sports Calendar, Select 
Sports.  

6th grade: eligible to participate in Cross Country, Soccer, 
Wrestling, and Track. 

Fall sports parent meeting on Monday, August 22, 2022, at 
6:00 p.m. in the Middle School gym! 
 

Tips for parents/students regarding HOMEWORK 

The dreaded homework!  As a former middle school/
junior high teacher I remember the struggles I had with 
students to complete their homework on a daily or weekly 
basis.  I do believe students should have some homework 
each night.  However, if your child is doing two to three 
hours of homework each night please contact Aaron Grif-
fin, Middle School Principal at 626-2650. 

✪ Make sure your child has a quiet, well-lit place to do 
homework. 

Avoid having your child do homework with the television 
on or in places with other distractions, such as people 
coming and going. 

✪ Make sure the materials your child needs, such as 
paper, pencils and a dictionary, are available. 

Ask your child if special materials will be needed for some 
projects and get them in advance. 

✪ Help your child with time management. 

Establish a set time each day for doing homework. Don‘t 
let your child leave homework until just before bedtime. 
Think about using a weekend morning or afternoon for 
working on big projects, especially if the project involves 
getting together with classmates. 

✪ Be positive about homework. 

Tell your child how important school is. The attitude you 
express about homework will be the attitude your child 
acquires. 

✪ When your child does homework, you do homework. 

Show your child that the skills they are learning are related 

Description Breakfast Lunch 

Elementary & 
Intermediate 
Student 

$1.40 $2.60 

Middle School 
Student 

$1.40 $2.65 

High School 
Student 

$1.65 $2.90 

Reduced Price 
K-6/MS/HS 

$.30 $.40 

Adult $2.00 $4.00 

http://www.ftsd.org
http://www.ftsd.org
https://www.ftsd.org/page/meal-prices
https://www.ftsd.org/page/meal-prices
https://www.ftsd.org/documents/departments/food-services/documents/151067
https://www.ftsd.org/documents/departments/food-services/documents/151067
http://www.FTSD.org
mailto:shanelleshirey@ftbroncs.org
mailto:shanelleshirey@ftbroncs.org
mailto:billboudreaux@ftbroncs.org
mailto:billboudreaux@ftbroncs.org
mailto:kirstengyapay@ftbroncs.org
mailto:kirstengyapay@ftbroncs.org
mailto:robynrichardson@ftbroncs.org
mailto:robynrichardson@ftbroncs.org
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to things you do as an adult. If your child is 
reading, you read too. If your child is doing math, balance 
your checkbook. 

✪ When your child asks for help, provide guidance, 
not answers. 

Giving answers means your child will not learn the materi-
al. Too much help teaches your child that when the going 
gets rough, someone will do the work for him or her. 

✪ When the teacher asks that you play a role in home-
work, do it. 

Cooperate with the teacher. It shows your child that the 
school and home are a team. Follow the directions given 
by the teacher. 

✪ If homework is meant to be done by your child 
alone, stay away. 

Too much parent involvement can prevent homework 
from having some positive effects. Homework is a great 
way for kids to develop independent, lifelong learning 
skills. 

✪ Stay informed. 

Talk with your child‘s teacher. Make sure you know the 
purpose of homework and what your child‘s class rules 
are. 

✪ Help your child figure out what is hard homework 
and what is easy homework. 

Have your child do the hard work first. This will mean he 
will be most alert when facing the biggest challenges. 
Easy material will seem to go fast when fatigue begins to 
set in. 

2022-2023 
Helpful Tips for Parents/Guardians 
Welcome to Frenchtown Middle School! 
 
School Day  
First bell rings at 8:10 a.m.  
Day Begins @ 8:20 a.m.  
Day Ends @ 3:27 p.m.  
Below are some important tips for parents/guardians.  
 
After School Arrangements – (1) If you and your child 
have communicated after-school arrangements, the office 
does not need to know about these ar r angements. Ex-
ample: if a parent/guardian conveyed to their child they 
will pick them up after school and they will not be riding 
the bus, the office does not need to know. (2) Last minute 
after school changes must be communicated to the office 
by 2:00 p.m. We will have more flexibility with after 
school arrangements/communications as we are asking our 
community to help transport students to and from school 
on a regular basis again this academic year.  
 
Attendance - When you know your child is going to be 
absent, please call the Frenchtown Middle School office at 
(406) 626-2650 to report the absence and reason for the 
absence (appointment, taking the day off, sick). The office 
has voice mail 24/7.  
 
Backpacks – Backpacks will be allowed in classrooms 
this academic year.  
Bus Notes – By school board policy, we do not transport 
children to a friend’s house. School bus transportation is 

limited to the safe transportation of students to and from 
their homes, daycare providers for younger students, and 
school sponsored events such as team sports and field 
trips. All transportation requests must be submitted to the 
office by 2:00 p.m. Bus drivers will not accept notes writ-
ten by parent/guardian. Please limit these requests this 
academic year! It is extremely important that we keep 
our bus routes safe and not overcrowd them with stu-
dents.  
 
Cell Phones – Each grade level team will have a cell 
phone collection policy at the beginning of the academic 
day for each homeroom. Students should not have their 
cell phones in their clothing. Cell phones are not to be 
used at lunch/recess. We will allow students to come to the 
office and use their cell phone to call parents during the 
academic day. If you need to talk to your student, please 
call the  middle school office. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The 2022-2023 school year is finally here, and with it 

comes many opportunities for kids of all ages. The staff at 

Frenchtown is ready to give your kids the opportunity to 

learn in a positive, fun and academic environment.  At 

Frenchtown Intermediate, we will continue to strive for all 

students to feel; 

Safe - the freedom from fear and embarrassment, as well 

as the feeling of comfort and acceptance. 

Success - the accomplishment, or recognition of growth in 

things people value. 

Love and Belonging- feeling included, valued, respected, 

and cared for. 

Freedom and Independence – the feeling that meaningful 

choices are available.  

Fun and Enjoyment - engagement in either fun or enjoya-

ble experiences. 

Valued Purpose - knowing and believing that what we’re 
doing fulfills a need, solves a problem, or serves a valua-
ble purpose.  
(Spence Rodgers, 2012) 
 
We look forward to the opportunity to get to know all our 

new students and parents in the district, as well as continue 

to build relationships with our current Frenchtown family.  

Riley Devins 

Intermediate Principal (4-5)/ K-8 Director of Academic 

Services 

Frenchtown School District #40  

 

NEW STAFF  
We have a few new teachers that have joined our Interm 
diate (4-5) education team. Please welcome them officially 
to Frenchtown School District during the Open House!  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Matt Warren (5th Grade Math) 
 
Hello everybody! My name is Matt Warren and I wanted 
to start out by saying how truly excited I am to be a part of 
the Frenchtown community! Growing up in Missoula, I 
was able to attend events that were held at Frenchtown and 
could sense the emphasis on community immediately. 
After graduating from high school in Missoula, I decided 
to attend MSU-Bozeman (Go Cats!) where I earned a 
Bachelors in K-8 Elementary Education. After I finished 
my degree in Bozeman, I accepted my first teaching posi-
tion in Victor, Montana where I started in a 5th grade 
classroom. Since then, I have spent three years teaching 
math to 5th-8th graders. While in Victor, I also had an 
opportunity to coach high school basketball, a huge pas-
sion of mine.  When I am not at school, you can find me 
hiking, watching sports, golfing, and, most importantly, 
surrounding myself with friends and family. Again, I am 
so excited about this opportunity to be a part of this team! 
 
The K-5 Counseling team welcomes you all back to 
school! 
Our Counseling Theme for the year is "We Are Fami-
ly".  We can't think of a better way to embrace what being 
a Bronc means: Respect, Responsibility, Safety, Kindness, 
Initiative, Friendliness, and Service.   We are all in this 
messy world together, and here in Frenchtown, we take 
care of each other, support one another, and practice fami-
ly! We will be focusing on all of these amazing attributes 
throughout the year.  Be sure to sing along as the students 
practice the song, We Are Family.  
 
As the school year gets started and summer activities wind 
down there are a couple of things that help our students get 
back into the summer routine.  Here are just a couple that 
you may find helpful in your family: 
 
-Button up that bedtime routine and get those kids in bed 
earlier.  It may mean that you start inching your way to a 
healthy bedtime 20 minutes each night until you get to the 
desired bedtime.  Kids are going to be sleepy when they 
get back to school.  Adequate downtime assures less melt-
downs (for all of us really). 
 
-Establish those home routines.  Make a plan for back-
packs: unpacking, homework-ing, and repacking for the 
next day.  Taking the time to think through "what do you 
have going on tomorrow?" helps kids develop initiative, 
problem solving, and planning skills. Some families have 
a mud room, some have a put-it-next-to-the-front-door 
routine, some put it on the catch-all chair in the kitchen, 
whatever your routine is...practice and prepare. 
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-Remember that your little ones are immersed in a learning 
environment that is full of new routines, schedules, 
friends, rules, and teacher expectations.  They are going to 
be tired.  Sometimes parents hit kids right away with ques-
tions and home expectations that our little ones get on 
overload.  Sometimes they need some cuddle time with a 
book and you by their side, and sometimes they need some 
toy time.  This is especially true the later part of the 
week.  Put some extra plans in place for that down 
time.  It's important. 
 
-Make sure you take care of yourself.  Your kids see 
you.  They see how you handle stress and routines.  They 
will pick up on your emotional cues.  Being calm in their 
storm means that you may need to take time for your-
self.  Thanks for all that you do for your family.  You are 
doing a great job! 
 
We wish you the very best 2022-2023 School Year.  We 
are here for you, your kids, your family.  Let us know if 
we can be of any support! 
 
We Are Family, 
Mrs. America, PK-2 School Counselor 
Miss Sadie, 3-5 School Counselor  
 

Professional Development: Joe Sanfelippo 

This year Frenchtown School District is kicking off its 
school year with national presenter, author and acclaimed 
superintendent Joe Sanfelippo. Each year we try to provide 
out teachers an opportunity to learn from some of the top 
educational minds in the country, and Joe is just that. 
Frenchtown School District has partnered with Lolo, Bon-
ner, Arlee and St. Ignatius, inviting their teaching staffs to 
Frenchtown School District for the before school alterna-
tive PIR days on August 18th and 19th.  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Frenchtown 4H- Missoula County Fair 
Frenchtown 4H students filled the livestock area of the Missoula County Fairgrounds this week. Great job to every-
one that raised animals both in Frenchtown and across the valley. Special thanks to all the parents and community 
members that helped kids both learn the importance of agriculture and provide the opportunity for students to be 
involved in 4H. 
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K-5 Start and End Times: 
Start Time: 8:10AM 
End Time: 3:10PM 

 
 BREAKFAST AND LUNCH ACCOUNTS  
Frenchtown School District is moving pack to charging 
for lunch and breakfast. It is important for parent to fill 
out and turn in Free or Reduced applications located on 
the Frenchtown School District website www.FTSD.org- 
click on SCHOOL LUNCH/Breakfast INFO, click on 
FREE AND REDUCED LUNCH PROGRAM, click on 
APPLICATION INFORMATION, fill out the Free and 
Reduced-Price Meal Application 2022-2023.   
 

 PICK-UP/DROP-OFF LOOPS  
If you drop-off/pick-up your children from school please 
use the West Loop, located right in front of the Intermedi-
ate School. Have your children ready to quickly exit the 
vehicle so the next car can pull forward. If you drop-off /
pick-up your children please DO NOT use the East park-
ing lot unless you have a Kindergarten or Early Kinder-
garten student. 
 

 PARENT PORTAL  
Check the Infinite Campus Parent/Student Portal on the 
Frenchtown School District Website (www.ftsd.org) to 
monitor student grades transportation and behavior re-
ports. If you are having trouble accessing the Parent Por-
tal or are struggling get setup, contact Kristin Kzaley 
(406) 626-2622 at the Intermediate office for further as-
sistance. 
 

 HOUSEHOLD CHANGES  
Many parents change residences or phone numbers during 
the summer months. If you have made changes please call 
and update the contact information for your child (626
-2622).  
 

 VOLUNTEERISM  
Is a great way to be connected with Frenchtown Schools! 
If you would like to be a volunteer, please talk with your 
child’s teacher. Every volunteer must complete the 
Frenchtown School District Volunteer Form on an annual 
basis located in the Intermediate office. Parents do not 
have to fill out the volunteer forms for approved class-
room visits or special presentations. There will be more 
information on this program at the Open House on August 
23, 2023.  
 

 Raptor System When Entering the Building 
Frenchtown Intermediate has the Raptor Badger System 

in place for the 2022-2023 School Year. When parent(s)/

guardian(s)/visitor(s) come into the building, they must 

present their driver’s license to the front office and have a 

badge printed prior to proceeding into the hallway.  

 Appointments With Teachers/Classroom Inter-
ruptions   

When coming to the school to meet with a teacher, parent

(s)/guardian(s) must have an appointment with the teacher 

prior to heading into the classroom. Instructional time is 

very important and random arrivals in the classroom can 

interrupt instructional time and take from instructional 

flow. If a parent really needs to talk with a teachers please 

call and setup an appointment to speak with them during 

their next break or setup a meeting for a time that they are 

available.  

 Requirements For Busses With Seatbelts 
On busses with seat belts, it is required that all students 

wear their seatbelt at all times. If they chose not to, or 

take it off mid-route, they will be written up. The district 

follows bus referral procedures regarding school disci-

pline. When students do not wear seatbelts on a bus that 

has seat belts, it will be handled as a discipline issue and 

be handled with a write-up. Students’ safety is important 

at Frenchtown School District and the district is taking 

steps to make transportation as safe as possible.  

 
5th Grade Band Showing Night- Morgenroth Music 
instrument Rental and Purchase 
 
Tuesday, August 30, 2022 
Time: 6:00 p.m.   
Location: Intermediate Track 
 
Note: If you have any questions, please contact Elaina 
Blass at Elainablass@ftbroncs.org or Karolei Lydell 
KaroleiLydell@ftbroncs.org 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

Welcome to the 2022-23 school year!  We are very excit-

ed to welcome all the new and returning staff and students 

back to Frenchtown Elementary!  We are proud to pro-

vide the best education possible in a respectful, responsi-

ble, and safe environment for the Frenchtown Communi-

ty. I hope all of you have had an enjoyable summer, we 

look forward to seeing everyone again and hearing about 

your adventures.  

As we proceed through the school year, please stay in 

touch with your child’s classroom teacher, the office if 

you need any changes in transportation, mailing address, 

or anything else, and call or stop by if I can support you in 

any way.  Our door is always open.   

Everyday, I am supported by two rock stars, Mandi and 

Stefni. These amazing ladies keep this building rolling in 

the right direction. They will help you with any school 

related questions and if they don’t have the answer they 

will direct you to the right person. Mandi and Stefni  

make wonderful  things happen for students, staff, par-

ents, and guardians at Frenchtown Elementary.   Please 

feel free to contact them at 626-2620 with any questions 

or maybe you just need to hear a kind voice.  

 
Jodi Hall 
PK-3 Principal    
Frenchtown Schools   
jodihall@ftbroncs.org 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

Kindergarten Start Date 

Here is some important information regarding kindergar-

ten for the 2020-2021 school year. 

 Tuesday, August 30, 2022 

 All classes will be full day.  

 Full day is 8:10-3:10. 

 Parents will be invited to attend from 8:10-8:30. 

Parents and students will meet their teachers outside 

at a designated spot in front of the school. 

 Students will come into the building at 8:30, parents 

will be saying goodbye to students at the classroom 

door.  

 Parents will meet for an orientation meeting at 8:45 

in the Intermediate Gym. 

Please contact the Elementary Office if you have any 

questions regarding kindergarten at 626-2620.  We are 

very excited to watch your children learn new things!  

The official school day for all K-5 students is from 8:15 

am to 3:15 pm. Please sign up on the following link for a 

visit with your child's Kindergarten teacher: https://

www.myconferencetime.com/frenchtownelem/   

Early Kindergarten Start Date and Information Tues-

day, August 30, 2022. 

We are excited about our  new opportunity for four year 

old's and five year old's who miss the school age cut off 

date of September 10th and meets criteria listed in board 

policy 1010FE. There will be two morning sessions  Mon-

day- Thursday (8:10a.m.-11:45 a.m.) each class will host 

10 students. NO Early Kindergarten classes on Fridays. 

Transportation will be provided for students to and from 

school.  Right now the program is full, if you are interest-

ed in placing your child on the waitlist for an open spot, 

please call the elementary office for registration infor-

mation.  Early Kindergarten focus will be school readi-

ness, early literacy, early math, and social/emotional de-

velopment. 

Please sign up on the following link for a visit with your 

child's Early Kindergarten teacher: https://

www.myconferencetime.com/frenchtownelem/   

Listed below is Board Policy 1010FE: 

1. A child who meets the criteria according to board poli-

cy 1010FE: 

http://www.FTSD.org
mailto:Elainablass@ftbroncs.org
mailto:KaroleiLydell@ftbroncs.org
mailto:jodihall@ftbroncs.org
https://www.myconferencetime.com/frenchtownelem/
https://www.myconferencetime.com/frenchtownelem/
https://www.myconferencetime.com/frenchtownelem/
https://www.myconferencetime.com/frenchtownelem/


10 

 

The Board of Trustees declares the following to be quali-
fying “exceptional circumstances” within the meaning of 
that term as used in 20-5-101(3), that merit waiving the 
age provisions of 20-5-101(1), MCA for qualifying chil-
dren under 6 years of age: 

A child at least 3 years of age with a disability qualifying 
the child for services under the federal Individuals with 
Disabilities Education Act. 

A child who is 4 years of age or older on or before Sep-
tember 10 of the school year in which enrollment is to 
occur who:  

a. Meets the income eligibility guidelines for free or re-
duced price meals under the National School Lunch Pro-
gram; 
b. Is Limited English Proficient within the meaning of 
Title III of the federal Elementary and Secondary Educa-
tion Act; 
c. Is Gifted and Talented within the meaning of that term 
as used in 20-7-901, MCA; 
is an enrolled member of a federally recognized American 
Indian Tribe; 
d. Is homeless as defined in 42 U.S. Code § 11302, or, as 
determined by the administration, exhibits other charac-
teristics or lives in circumstances that are uncommon, 
unusual, atypical, rare or otherwise distinguished from 
ordinary or typical which place the child at risk of failing 
to achieve at adequate level; or 
e. Does not meet the requirements of a. through e. but is 
recommended for enrollment by administration. 
Focus: School Readiness, Social/Emotional Development. 
Early Literacy and Math skills 

Standards: https://www.naeyc.org/our-work... 

Transportation 

Please refer to your transportation letter for your bus 

schedule and remember to fill out the contract from the 

transportation dept.   Reminder that children in kindergar-

ten through second grades are not allowed to exit the 

bus at the end of the day without a designated adult!  We 

ask that all transportation requests be done by 2:00 pm.  

Please call the transportation department if you have any 

questions (406)626-2620. 

Pick-Up/Drop-Off Loops- Reminder 

Preschool/Early Kindergarten/Kindergarten will be 

dropped off  and picked up in the east loop by the school.  

Older siblings of the younger children may meet back 

there also.   

First-5th grade will be picked up in the west loop of the 

school between the two buildings. 

Please DO NOT park in the church parking lot anymore. 

There is a new parking lot across the street, please use 

that if you are wanting to walk your child into the build-

ing.   

 

Volunteers in the Classroom 

A great way to be connected with Frenchtown Elemen-

tary, your child's teacher, and be involved with your child 

and their classmates is to volunteer.  Please talk with your 

child’s teacher. If you are not able to make it to the class-

room, teachers always have things that need to be cut out 

or  prepared. Please complete the volunteer form, stop by 

the elementary office to pick one up.  A form must be 

completed for field trip and working in the classroom.   

Special Thank You 

When you see any of our Elementary Maintenance or 

Custodial Staff please show them some appreciation for 

all of their hard work over the summer. The school and 

grounds look awesome and will help support a positive 

learning environment for 2022-2023.  We are blessed to 

have a great group of maintenance and custodial workers 

at Frenchtown Elementary. 

Counseling Connection 

The K-5 Counseling team welcomes you all back to 

school! 

Our Counseling Theme for the year is "We Are Family".  

We can't think of a better way to embrace what being a 

Bronc means: Respect, Responsibility, Safety, Kindness, 

Initiative, Friendliness, and Service.   We are all in this 

messy world together and here in Frenchtown, we take 

care of each other, support one another, and practice fami-

ly! We will be focusing on all of these amazing attributes 

throughout the year.  Be sure to sing along as the students 

practice the song, We Are Family.  

As the school year gets started and summer activities 

wind down there are a couple of things that help our stu-

dents get back into the summer routine.  Here are just a 

couple that you may find helpful in your family. 

*Button up that bedtime routine and get those kids in bed 

earlier.  It may mean that you start inching your way to a 

healthy bedtime 20 minutes each night until you get to the 

desired bedtime.  Kids are going to be sleepy when they 

get back to school.  Adequate downtime assures less melt-

downs (for all of us really). 

*Establish those home routines.  Make a plan for back-

packs: unpacking, homework-ing, and repacking for the 

next day.  Taking the time to think through "what do you 

have going on tomorrow" helps kids develop initiative, 

problem solving, and planning skills. Some families have 

a mud room, some have a put-it-next-to-the-front-door 

routine, some put it on the catch-all chair in the kitchen, 

whatever your routine is...practice and prepare. 

*Remember that your little ones are immersed in a learn-

ing environment that is full of new routines, schedules, 

friends, rules, and teacher expectations.  They are going to 

be tired.  Sometimes parents hit kids right away with 

questions and home expectations that our little ones get on 

overload.  Sometimes they need some cuddle time with a 

book and you by their side, and sometimes they need 

some toy time.  This is especially true the later part of the 

week.  Put some extra plans in place for that down time.  

It's important. 

*Make sure you take care of yourself.  Your kids see you.  

They see how you handle stress and routines.  They will 

pick up on your emotional cues.  Being calm in their 

storm means that you may need to take time for yourself.  

Thanks for all that you do for your family.  You are doing 

a great job! 

We wish you the very best 2022-2023 School Year.  We 

are here for you, your kids, your family.  Let us know if 

we can be of any support! 

We Are Family, 
Mrs. America, PK-2 School Counselor 
Miss Sadie, 3-5 School Counselor  

 

https://www.naeyc.org/our-work/families/10-naeyc-program-standards
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Requirements for all students entering school.  Including TK 

and Early Kindergarten 
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Frenchtown School District Newsletter  
PO Box 117 

17620 Frenchtown Frontage Road  

Our mission is to foster effective learning in a safe environment where students, parents, staff 
and the community share in a commitment to life-long learning and responsible citizenship. 

District Office            406-626-2600 
Elementary Office            406-626-2620 
Intermediate Office            406-626-2622 
Middle School Office           406-626-2650 
High School Office            406-626-2670 
Transportation Office         406-626-2610 

We’re on the   Web! 

www.ftsd.org 

Current Resident 

and/or 

Box holder 

 


