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Inside this  issue: 

“It is what we know already that 

often prevents us from learning.” 

Claude Bernard 

Isn’t that the truth?! Much of what 

we have learned and done in the past 

has been changed, questioned, and 

navigated as we continue with what 

we have done in the past while grap-

pling with adaptations and challeng-

es. This not only applies to the school 

district, but to daily lives and busi-

nesses alike.  

THANK-YOU DEBBIE LESTER 

Mrs. Lester started serving on the 

Frenchtown Board of Trustees in 

2012 and served as the Board Chair 

from 2015-2021. She took a brief hia-

tus from serving, but was selected to 

fill in for a vacated seat starting in 

September with the term ending in 

May of 2022.  Her calm yet direct 

demeanor is effective and appreciat-

ed by those who are involved in the 

school district. She most recently was 

involved in the transportation com-

mittee and the insurance committee. 

However, she had high interest in 

the curriculum committee and re-

mained engaged as a community 

member in reviewing curriculum 

materials and documents.  Her chil-

dren graduated from Frenchtown and 

now has two generations going 

through FTSD! Her willingness to 

serve and time commitment will cer-

tainly be missed. Thanks to Debbie 

Lester once again! 

T H A N K - Y O U  G O R D O N 

SCHMILL 

Mr. Schmill starting serving on the 

FTSD board the spring of 2019.  He 

was actively engaged and involved by 

being on several committees: Insur-

ance, Safety, Negotiations, and Facil-

ities.  Mr. Schmill is a proud gradu-

ate of FTSD and has two kids who 

are going through the Frenchtown 

School System. One is graduating 

this spring and one will be entering 

his sophomore year next fall. He 

brought a wealth of knowledge from 

a safety standpoint based on his 

background in law enforcement. 

Thanks to Gordon and his service to 

the students, staff, and community of 

Frenchtown! 

WELCOME ABOARD 

The two trustees elected to the 

Frenchtown School Board of Trustees 

Were Rainier Batt and Amanda Han-

sen. Mr. Batt is a business owner as 

a refrigeration technician. Mrs. Han-

sen is a tax accountant for a firm in 

Tarkio. Both Amanda and Rainier 

are graduates of Frenchtown High 

School. Both enjoy the outdoors as 

well as supporting their children in 

the variety of organizations in which 

they participate.  

LUNCH PRICES 

For the past two years, breakfast and 

lunches have been offered to students 

on a free basis through the USDA 

Summer Foods Grant. We already 

know this opportunity will not be 

available next fall for students. 

Please be on the lookout for breakfast 

and lunch costs starting in the fall of 

2022. If breakfast and lunch costs are 

of concern, then please consider fill-

ing out the Free and Reduced Lunch 

Form. This form is located on the 

FTSD website: click on the tab “OUR 

DISTRICT” then “Food Services” and 

“Free and Reduced Lunch Program.  

Each office has copies of the forms as 

well.  

OPERATIONAL MILL LEVY 

The Frenchtown School District ran 

an operational mill levy in May of 

2022 for the first time since 2008. 

The Missoula County Elections Office 

provided the following information. 

The operational levy failed: 570 FOR 

and 1221 AGAINST. 4,391 ballots 

were sent out for the Frenchtown 

Trustee Race and Levy. 2002 ballots 

were received. 1870 ballots were ac-

cepted, 24 ballots were rejected due 

to signature issues or received too 

late and 108 ballots were returned as 

undeliverable. The turnout for the 

election was 37.1%.  

DISCRETIONARY NONRESI-

DENT STUDENT ATTENDANCE 

POLICY - APPLICATIONS NOW 

BEING ACCEPTED! 

FTSD #40 is currently accepting ap-

plications for out of district student’s 

attendance during the 2022-2023 

school year.  However, there are spe-

cific rules about the acceptance of 
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nonresident students.  The first one is that an ap-

plication must be filled out (which includes a re-

quest for student records).  Next, there is also an 

Office of Public Instruction form (called the FP-14) 

to be filled out.  Lastly, except as otherwise provid-

ed by law, admission to the District as a nonresi-

dent student would be a privilege.  The Board, rec-

ognizing that an educational requirement of its 

resident students includes the need for an orderly 

educational process and environment established 

the criteria for the discretionary admission of non-

resident students: 

Admission is limited by the space available for in-

dividual students at each grade level.  The building 

principals recommended these numbers, which 

would best utilize current staff.  The number of out 

of district students FTSD will accept at each grade 

level for 2022-2023: 

 K-3 Grades – availability is limited.  Third 

grade is currently open for out of district stu-

dents. Students wanting to apply in the other 

grades as an out of district student will be 

placed on a waiting list. Determinations will 

be made in August.  

 Intermediate (Grades 4-5) 4th grade is open 

and 5th grade is closed for now.  All students 

wanting to apply as an out of district student 

will be placed on a waiting list. Determina-

tions will be made in August.  

 Middle School – all students wanting to ap-

ply as an out of district student will be placed 

on a waiting list. Determinations will be made 

in August.  

 Frenchtown High School – all students 

wanting to apply as an out of district student 

will be placed on a waiting list. Determina-

tions will be made in August.  

If you have any questions or want an application 

for discretionary nonresident student attendance 

at FTSD, please contact one of the following build-

ing principals or the district superintendent. 

District Superintendent - Les Meyer at 626-2600 

High School Principal – Jake Haynes at 626-2670 

Middle School Principal – Aaron Griffin at 626-

2650 

Intermediate School Principal – Riley Devins at 

626-2622 

Elementary School Principal – Jodi Hall at 626-

2620 

Admitting nonresident students has been a win-

win situation financially for both the school district 

and the district taxpayers.  The admission of the 

students created additional revenue for the district 

through increased ANB, while not increasing its 

expenses.   

2022-2023 SCHOOL YEAR CALENDAR 

The 2022-2023 School year starts Wednesday, Au-

gust 24, 2022 and the last day of school would be 

on Thursday, June 1, 2023. The Christmas Break 

begins on Wednesday, December 21, 2022 with 

students returning to school on Tuesday, January 

3, 2023.  Thanksgiving and Spring Breaks are both 

5 days (including the weekend). The 2023 French-

town High School graduation is set for Sunday, 

May 28, 2023 at 1:00 pm. 

See the 2022-2023 School Calendar included 

in this Newsletter. 

FRESHMAN ORIENTATION 

For first grade through the eighth grade, the first 

day of school will be on Wednesday, August 24, 

2022 and will be a normal day of school.  However, 

at the high school it will be an orientation day 

where only Freshman and students new to the dis-

trict will be required to come to the first day of the 

2022-2023 school year on August 24th.  The sched-

ule would be for an 8 period day (both A day and B 

day classes) as the Freshman and new students 

would go through their entire schedule for the day.  

The day will include meetings that both parents 

and students can attend.  Look for more infor-

mation and an orientation schedule in the August 

2022 school newsletter. 

CHANGES FOR NEXT YEAR 

Saying hello and welcome is always fun and excit-

ing; however, saying good bye can be hard. We 

have to say good-bye to several employees this 

spring who have been vital to the day to day opera-

tions of the school district. From teachers to bus 

drivers and to paraprofessionals who have earned 

their right to retire we want to say thank you and 

best of luck on the next endeavor/adventure! 

The building principals and secretaries will com-

plete their year on Friday, June 17th. The district 

office staff and the superintendent work through-

out the entire summer.  Our custodial and mainte-

nance staff spends the summer refurbishing the 

buildings and grounds in preparation for the next 

school year.  With that said, the summer is in-

creasingly shorter and shorter. We have summer 

school, Title services, sport camps, and community 

events. All of this is great which makes the schools 

of Frenchtown true community centers. It does 

create challenges however, when cleaning, fixing, 

and maintenance needs to occur. There will be 

times when certain parts of the buildings and 

grounds will need to be closed in order for our peo-

ple to get what needs done…done.  

THE K-12 ADMINISTRATIVE STAFF FOR 

2022-2023 

Jodi Hall - Elementary Principal 

Riley Devins - Intermediate Principal/Director of 

Academic Services 

Aaron Griffin – Middle School Principal  

Jake Haynes – FHS Principal 

Jennifer Demmons – Special Services Coordinator 

Les Meyer – Superintendent 

We hope each of you have a nice summer where 

you are able to relax, get some projects, done, and 

be able to spend some quality time with family and 

friends. If not, then July 4th will be here before we 

even realize it. Once July 4th hits, then August 

seems be arrive two weeks earlier than it should! 

Then all of a sudden school hits and we are rolling 

once again!  
 

 

 

New Rankings have been re-

leased!  

Frenchtown High School 

Ranks…… 

Thank-You Parents, Guardians and Friends of the 

Frenchtown School Community! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     From the Desk of  

     Jake Haynes 

     High School Principal 
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The Class of 2022 has seven students with a perfect 4.0. 

Your Valedictorians are: Cassidy Bagnell, Delaney Jarrett, 

Chloe Long, Liv Peters, Sean Rody, Kiana Sivak and Sadie 

Smith.  

Cooper Faust is the 2022 Salutatorian. We are very proud 

of their hard work and dedication! 

Cassidy Bagnell 

 

                    

                    

 

  Delaney Jarrett  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chloe Long 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                 Liv Peters 

 

 

Sean Rody  

 

 

 

        

 

 Kiana Sivak 

 

 

 

 

Sadie Smith 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cooper Foust 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ACADEMIC LETTERING: Students will be awarded 

an academic letter if they meet the following requirements: 

 Maintain a cumulative semester GPA of 3.7 or greater 

for 3 consecutive semesters 

 Maintain good standing with regards to attendance 

and behavior. 

 Once the academic letter has been awarded, students 

will receive a pin each time they maintain a cumula-

tive semester GPA of 3.7 or greater for 2 consecutive 

semesters (A student could receive an academic letter 

after 1st semester of their sophomore year and poten-

tially earn a pin after the first semester of their junior 

and senior year). 

Congratulations to the following students who will be 

receiving a letter/pin: 

Aaseng, Scarlett  
Evans, Carah  
Godin, Alexis  
Goodin, Seth  
Hesse, Conner  
Johson, Sarah  
Lloyd, Kara  
Long, Corbin  
Martin, Analiese  
O'Brien, Cassidy  
Olson, Eliana  
Quinn, Eli  
Romine, Samuel  
Sailer, Evan  
Sheppard, Peter  
Smith, Sadie 

Smart, Samuel  
Stark, Ty  
Stewart, Adeline  
Visscher, Julia  
Washburn, Arturo  
Arreola-Sharp, Carmen  
Boudreaux Beau  
Cordova Celina  

Cranney Sage  

Crepeau Ellie  

Cummins Olivia  

Dana Aila  

Dana Jasmine  

Deuter Savannah  

Guptill Trinity  

Harris, Bella  

Hartman Makenna  

Hendrickson Keaten 

Jarrett Bailey  

Kleinsmith Matthew  

Klimpel Kellen  

Leishman Adam  

Lewis Addyson  

Lindseth Cassandra  

Lucier, Joshua  

Lynn Sybil  

Martin Caden  
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The following sophomores, due to their sustained academ-

ic excellence, will be inducted into National Honor Society 

for the 2022-2023 school year: 

Carah Evans 

Alexis Godin 

Kody Gurr 

Sarah Johnson 

Analiese Martin 

Cassidy O'Brien 

Eliana Olson 

Eli Quinn 

Sadie Smith 

Adeline Stewart 

Julia Visscher 

Caitlyn Wilcox 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On April 26 - April 28, 2022, the students in Frenchtown's 

Jobs for Montana's Graduates (JMG) program traveled to 

Helena, MT to participate in the 2022 IGNITE Montana 

Conference. The IGNITE Conference consisted of three 

interactive days with professional development activities/

workshops that focus on skills competition, professional 

networking, leadership development, and team building 

skills.  During the conference, students participated in a 

series of competitive events with other high school stu-

dents from around the state that included: Decision Mak-

ing, Critical Thinking, Meme Development, Public Speak-

ing, Employer Engagement, Poster Design, Employment 

Preparation, Career Exploration, Individual Civic Activi-

ties, and a Talent Show.  The last day, the students attend-

ed an awards banquet luncheon where they were recog-

nized and celebrated their success. It was a great couple of 

days and the students of Frenchtown High School repre-

sented their school in a professional and dignified manner 

and connections and impressions were made that they will 

be able to carry with them for a long time.  Thank you for 

your support throughout the year! 

 

 

The following students were recognized for their hard 

work and achievement in the following categories/events 

Decision Making (11th Grade)  

Aila Dana - 2nd Place 

Decision Making (12th Grade) 

Michael Larson - 2nd Place  

  

Individual Civic Activity (Community Service Award) 

Kelsey Compton - 1st Place  

  

Poster Design (9th 12th Grade) 

Trinity Iampen - 3rd Place 

Lendynn Newman - 3rd Place 

Aila Dana - 2nd Place 

Dylan Beich - 2nd Place 

Kelsey Compton - 1st Place 

Kaitlynn Mann - 1st Place  

  

Critical Thinking (Grades 10-12)  

Jack Larson - 3rd Place 

Eli McGhee - 3rd Place 

Caitlyn Wilcox - 2nd Place 

  

Meme (Grades 9-12) 

Dreven Anderson - 3rd Place 

Thatcher Pier - 3rd Place 

Chloe Helvick - 2nd Place 

Emily Kaminski - 1st Place 

  

Employment Engagement (Grades 9-10) 

Caitlyn Wilcox - 3rd Place  

Spencer Hjelle - 2nd Place 

  

Chairman Recognition Award (Outstanding Student in the 

Classroom) 

Gracie Martello  
 

 

To the Frenchtown Community - From 

the bottom of our hearts, thank you for 

the outpouring of love and generosity 

celebrating the 1st Annual Bette Paskey 

Memorial Softball Tournament. While 

certainly bittersweet, the weekend was 

uplifting and full of beautiful stories to 

remember her by.  We were truly 

touched to see so many turn out to cele-

brate her and her endless contributions 

to this wonderful town we are fortunate 

to live and have grown up in. Thank you 

again for your kind actions and words - 

we could not ask for better neighbors 

and supporters.   

The Paskey Family 

Michaud Connor 

Nielson Hallie 

Phillippi Benjamin 

Rausch Noah 

Stagg Willow 

Tofanelli Noah 

White Carter 

Zachariasen Arianna 

 

Adams, Michael 

Arnold, Ella 

Ashby, Juna 

Bagnell, Cassidy 

Beatty, Toni 

Botkin, Kayla 

Datsopoulos, Evangelia 

Ellington, Evan 

Faulhaber, Abigale 

Foust, Cooper 

Garrard, Elena 

Habeck, Carlie 

Jarrett, Delaney 

Kromney, Lyssah 

Lloyd, Emma 

Long, Chloe 

Peters, Liv 

McMillan, Emma 

McPhillops, Ava 

Niekamp, Catherine 

Rankin, Mikelann 

Rehbein, Emily 

Rody, Sean 

Russell, AnnaElise 

Sailer, Elijah 

Sherwood, Shelby 

Sivak, Kiana 

Smith, Demi 

Smith, Sadie 

Waldron, Jaxson 

Yocum, Madelyn 
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2022-2023 SCHEDULES 

High School student class schedules for next year will 

be distributed to students May 23rd. Students will be 

able to make changes to their schedule May 23rd-26th.  

Students may change their schedules ONLY if they are 

missing a required class, need to add a class based on 

career or college choices, or if a student would like to 

add/change an honors class.   

Schedule changing appointments for students new to 

the district can be made with the counselors by call-

ing the High School Office at 626-2670.  Appointments 

will be scheduled for the week before school begins. 

TESTING 

Anyone wishing to take the ACT should visit 

act.org to check dates, prices and to register.   

The Class of 2024 will take the ACT for free in the 

spring of 2023.  The Class of 2025 will take the Pre

-ACT for free in spring of 2024. 

If you would like to take the SAT, please visit col-

legereadiness.collegeboard.org. 

Student will be able to take the PSAT on Wednes-

day, October 12th for around $20.00 

FRESHMAN/NEW STUDENT ORIENTATION 

The first day of class at the high school next year, 

August 24th, will be for new students and freshmen 

only.  We will orient our new students to French-

town High School and make the day fun while 

hopefully relieving any anxiety.  Student mentors 

will help inform new students about FHS expecta-

tions and tips for success.  Students will go 

through their schedules, meet teachers and prac-

tice their locker combinations.  We are really excit-

ed about the start of the new school year and build-

ing relationships with our new students.  A letter 

will be sent home detailing this important day. 

SENIOR TRANSCRIPTS: 

Following graduation, Ms. Richardson will be send-

ing senior transcripts for those who have requested 

them.  Transcripts are sent directly to the colleges.  

If you have not requested your final transcript, 

please do so no later than June 9th.  Requests 

must include the student name, university name, 

and email or address of the school.  Transcript re-

quests made after this date must be requested via 

email to robynrichardson@ftbroncs.org.  Transcript 

requests sent after June 9th will not be processed 

until after August 15th.   

GRADUATION BOOK: 

The Class of 2022 graduation book is available on 

the school district website (ftsd.org).   

POST-SECONDARY PLANNING 

It is important to plan for the future!  Reach High-

er MT offers many resources to assist you with this 

process.  Visit https://

www.reachhighermontana.org/ to see what they 

have to offer. 

The portal is an online gateway to the Montana 

University System. From career planning to finan-

cial aid, the site has everything students and their 

parents need to chart their course for life after high 

school. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Frenchtown School District received two 

checks from the Missoula Electric Cooperative 

to fund projects for both the Frenchtown Ad-

venture Club ($2,500) and the Bronc  

Calendars, planning guides and other tools help 

students and their families plan smart and stay 

organized. Students can calculate how much they’ll 

need to earn to live the lifestyle they want. Parents 

can calculate tuition and fees and find strategies to 

minimize debt. Families can explore their student’s 

post-high school options, including two-year pro-

grams, apprenticeships, certificate programs and 

military service. 

DRIVER’S EDUCATION FALL 2022 

Eligible students have been placed in the fall class 

and will be notified with receipt of their schedule.  

Students not making it into the fall semester class  

will remain on the list for spring placement.  The 

spring class will be scheduled the second week of 

January.  Students may add or remove their name 

from the list at any time prior to the start of clas-

ses.   

Remember to make the most of your summer.  Vis-

it college campuses, volunteer, job shadow, search 

for scholarships, and write a few practice essays! 

Have a terrific summer.  We look forward to a won-

derful 2022-2023 school year. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Stampede/Science Palooza ($2,100). Thanks 

you so much Missoula Electric Cooperative for 

supporting FTSD!    

 

6-12 Counselors’ Corner  

Beth Terzo 

Robyn Richardson 

mailto:bethterzo@ftbroncs.org
https://www.reachhighermontana.org/
https://www.reachhighermontana.org/
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Students Schedules for 2022-2023 

 All student schedules will be posted in late June for 

the 2022-2023 school year in Infinite Campus 

 All electives will still be done on a quarter basis and 

students will not get a choice of electives 

 7th and 8th grade band and choir will be during adviso-

ry from 12:45 to 1:30 pm on an A/B rotation. 

 6th grade music will be from 2:45-3:30 pm.  To meet 

Montana Accreditation Standards all 6th grade stu-
dents have to be in a music class.  Students can be in 
band and choir both if they choose.  Students not in 
band will have to take a general music/choir class. 

 
The 6th, 7th and 8th grades will be closed to Out-of-District 

Students at this time for the 2022-2023 school year.  All 

MS grades will have a waiting list for Out-Of-District stu-

dents at this time for the 2022-2023 school year. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Enrollment trends in the MS will continue to drop the next 

two year as smaller classes enter from the Intermediate 

School.  By looking at the K-4 current student enrollment 

numbers, it could be quite a few years before Frenchtown 

Middle School hits 360 to 370 again.   However, the en-

rollment surge will hit Frenchtown High School with the 

current 8th grade entering HS in 2022-2023 school year 

will put it over 520 to 540 students. 

 
 
Middle School Honor Society  

 FMS had its first ever Middle School Honor Society 
Induction Ceremony on Wednesday, April 20, 2022. 

 It is estimated that we had over 250 people in attend-
ance. 

 Special Thanks to Mrs. Julie Lucier and Mr. Les Mey-
er for help organizing and speaking at this event. 

 
Start of MS Sports in August 

 MS Football:  Monday, August 23, 2022 at 3:30 pm 
in the MS Commons 

 MS Cross Country, Soccer, and Volleyball:  
Wednesday, August 24, 2022 at 3:30 pm  
Middle School Parent Fall Sports:  Monday, Au-

gust 23, 2022 at 6:00 pm in the MS gym  

 6th Grade can participate in the following sports:  
MS Cross Country, MS soccer, MS Wrestling (boy’s/
girl’s), MS track 

 The MS will not use DRAGONFLY in 2022-2023 – 

We will go back to handing all paper work in (current 
physical after May 1, parent permission to participate, 
concussion forms) to the MS Office. 

 
 
 
 

 
Congratulations  
 
To the following 8th grade students for a perfect 4.0 for the 
last three years at Frenchtown Middle School. 
 
Left to Right: 
 

Konnor Klimpel – Son of Joe and Mandi Klimpel  
Aleah Knight – Daughter of David and Sarah Knight 

Ellyn Lewis – Daughter of Kipp 
and Robyn Lewis  
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Getting Ready For Middle School 
Ms. Luth came over to the South Campus to talk with all 
the 5th grade students about the up and coming 2022-2023 
school year and all the ins and outs of the schedule. This 
was a great opportunity to give the kids a look into Mid-
dle School life. Thank you Ms. Luth for spending some 
time helping our 5th graders navigate this transition. 

Teacher Appreciation Week 
Teacher appreciation week was very special. Thank you 
so much to the PTA for all the amazing things that they 
setup for the Frenchtown Intermediate Teachers. Listed 
below are the events that took place May 2nd- 6th: 
Monday – Energize Your Teacher- Afternoon Cold Brew 
and Snacks 
Tuesday – Feed Your Teacher– Breakfast 
Wednesday – Love Your Teacher - Flower Sale/
Appreciation Notes for Teacher 
Thursday – Cinco de Mayo - Pizza at Old Bull with a 
Raffle Give Away 
Friday – Pamper your teacher (PTA Sponsored Massag-
es) 

 
Dalton Brings Home Gold At The Special Olympics 
With a high energy and excitement, Dalton walked 
through the Elementary hall getting ready to compete in 
the 2022 Special Olympics. He knew from the start that it 
was going to be a great day, but by the end you knew that 
it was much more than that. His day was filled with action 

and excitement on the Speical Olympics stage placing in 
both the 25 meter run and the Softball throw. Dalton 
placed 1st in the 25 meter run and again in the softball 
throw. When asked about the day, Dalton shared, “ It was 
great, man! I had a great time and I had fun showing eve-
rybody else my medals. I was cool with that as well.” 
Great Job Dalton! 

Sessions #5 and #6 Five Week Climbing Classes Fin-
ished 
Rock climbing sessions #5 and #6 were a great success 
and FTSD is looking forward to sessions #5 and #6 that 
will start late in April and go through May. After sessions 
#5 and #6 are finished, over 90 students will have went 
through a five week rock climbing course in FTSD. Spe-
cial thanks to Joe DiFulgeni, Haven Devereux and Caitlyn 
McIver 

Rise Big Sky Challenge 
The Frenchtown Intermediate and Elementary GT group 
participated in the RISE Big Sky Challenge.  The chal-
lenge was to identify natural hazards in our community 
and come up with a plan to prepare for or respond to those 
hazards. Our group's project was to help families prepare 
emergency kits to carry in their cars so that if they are 
stranded in severe weather or have to evacuate in an 
emergency, they will be prepared.  The students had a 
table at the Science Palooza where people could put to-
gether their emergency kits with a first aid kit, emergency 
blanket, flashlight, bottled water, and a snack.  They were 
able to provide emergency kits to over 100 people.    They 
presented their project at the challenge summit on April 
28th in Missoula and took 2nd place, beating several high 
school teams.  Besides receiving implementation funds 
for the kits, they won an $800 prize! Students participat-
ing in the challenge are: Elliette Kruschke, Huxley Free, 
Josie Sallee, Brayden Moran, Jackson Tucker, Henley 
Harris, Brady Nygard, Braden Sullivan, and Clay Lewis. 

Not Pictured: Huxley Free and Brayden Sullivan 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Letters Across the Country (4th Grade) 
Mrs. Peters’ class was excited to hear back from their pen 
pals in Massachusetts today this month. Her class is look-
ing forward to writing back to them again and setting up a 
having a zoom call with them before the ends of the 
school year. 

Spring Concerts 
The spring concerts were amazing as ever. We are so 
blessed to have such a strong kid focused music and arts 
department at FTSD. It was great to see all the parents 
and community that came out to support our kids. Special 
thanks to Mrs. Petroff, Mrs. Blass and Mrs. Dungan for 
all their hard work with our kids. 
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Invention Convention 
The Invention Convention was a big hit in 4th grade. Stu-
dents stretched their limits and came up with fun ideas that 
turned into inventions. This was a great way for kids to 
take on a hands on project and turn it into something useful 
in society. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Run Club Grades 2-5 
Run Club has been a load of fun for the past 6 weeks. Kids 
grades 2-5 have spent time training and running not only at 
the school but around the community. The adventure club 
has allowed for students to participate in after school pro-
grams and teachers to be compensated for their time. Great 
job everyone for giving students new opportunities. 
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Golf Is In Full Swing 

Special thanks to Tim Bakker for coming in and working 

on golf skills with the K-5 students. It was a lot of fun to 

watch students throughout the week learn the ins and outs 

of golf from a golf 

pro. We are so 

lucky in French-

town to have such 

skilled people that 

can give back to 

our kids and the 

community. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Council Grove 5th Grade Fieldtrip 

Our students had the opportunity to attend Council Grove 

on a Fieldtrip with the Naturalist. This was a great oppor-

tunity to learn about native plants, erosion and different 

impacts on our ecosystem. 

 

Kindergarten Writing Club 

Kindergarten students worked with Whitney Peters after 

school on books that they create and illustrate with the 

help of High School Students. This was a fun and interac-

tive after school program that was run through the Adven-

ture Club  
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Frenchtown Elementary Newsletter 2022 

 
Hello Everyone, Happy Spring!. We are moving into an-
other exciting time of the school year, helping students 
wrap up and move to the next phase of their school jour-
ney. We have had a great year filled with numerous grow-
ing moments. Students have filled their brain with 
knowledge, friendships have been built, places where 
seen, and parents have supported.  Thank you for volun-
teering, supporting with homework, and helping us all 
grow into a better version of ourselves within our school 
community. As summer approaches, I hope you look for-
ward to time with your  kiddos, family and friends.  En-
courage your kiddos to keep their mind moving towards 
things they enjoy, challenge their abilities, and be willing 
to try and try again.  Please let us know how we can best 
support you as we wrap up the 21-22 school year.  Thank 
you for trusting us with your kiddos, we are blessed to do 
what we do. Take GREAT care.  
 
Jodi Hall  
PK-3 Elementary Principal 
406-626-2620 
jodihall@ftbroncs.org 
 
Kindergarten/Early Kindergarten Round- Up was hosted 
on Wednesday, May 11 from 6:00-7:30.  Families were 
welcomed by our team of kindergarten teachers and spe-
cial service support.  We offered an opportunity to learn 
about expectations and what kindergarten readiness looks 
like from academics, physical, and social/emotional devel-
opment. (Kindergarten- 48 students, EK- 5 students, TK- 4 
students) If you have a 4-5 year old student (on or be-
fore Sept 10) and are interested in Early Kindergarten 
or Kindergarten please call the Elementary Office or 
go to ftsd.org to receive a registration packet for the 
2022-2023 school year.  If you have any questions 
about any of our programs, please contact us. It can be 
a little confusing to determine the difference between 
the PK, EK, TK and K programs. We are happy to 
visit with you and support you the best way possible.  
Office: 406-626-2620  

 
Teacher Appreciation 
We are so blessed to have such an amazing staff here at 

the elementary school. We have so many things to be 

thankful for, here are just a few of the many: 

 Creating a fun, engaging, loving, and safe learning   

environment for all students 

 Supporting each other from class coverage, shared 

lessons, a listening ear, and laughter 

 Doing what we need to do to be in school from day 

one 

 SMILING even on days when things are tough 

 Supporting families 

 Helping students grow socially, emotionally, mental-

ly, physically, and academically 

 Building confidence  

 
Monday – Energize Your Teacher – Afternoon Cold Brew 
and Snacks 
 
Tuesday – Feed Your Teacher – Breakfast 
  
Wednesday – Love Your Teacher - Flower Sale/
Appreciation Notes for Teachers (3500 flowers) 
  
Thursday – Cinco de Mayo - Pizza and Beer at Old Bull 
Brewing Starting at 3:30pm – Raffle Giveaways 
 
Friday – Pamper your Teacher (PTA Sponsored Massag-
es)  
 
Gift Certificate to 
Broncs Grocery 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Thank you to the Frenchtown PTA for organizing and 
supporting our teachers and school.  The treats were 
tasty, the gifts were great, and the thought was greatly 
appreciated.   
 
Early Kindergarten (students who will be 4 on or be-

fore Sept 10) 

Early kindergarten has had an exciting wrap-up to their 

school year; as their teacher I feel so privileged to be 

around all 36 students each day. Seeing their growth in 

physical development, cognitively, academically, emo-

tionally, and socially makes my heart smile. I am looking 

forward to seeing them blossom next year as kindergarten 

students.  

We made it through a thorough study of the alphabet--our 

last letter being I,i. Students got to celebrate learning the 

long and short /i/ sound with some ice cream! Recently, 

students have been studying insects: butterflies, ladybugs 

and bees. Each week has been devoted to a specific insect; 

students have been learning facts about them, their lifecy-

cle and how they contribute to plants, animals and hu-

mans. These young learners have created their own insect 

model through loose parts and wrote sentences describing 

their insect practicing basic sentence structure rules and 

mailto:jodihall@ftbroncs.org
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sounding out their words–a kindergarten skill!!! Students 

have been extending their speaking skills by sharing opin-

ions, describing aloud what they did during centers and 

sharing their creations in detail. There is a lot to learn 

from these young students.  

As we are approaching summer, students will be reflect-

ing on their school year through a self-made memory 

book and illustrating their favorite memories, a class 

memory game revisiting themes and activities previously 

in the school year, and depicting attributes of how they 

looked in the beginning of the school year until now (what 

is the same, and how they have grown). We will be host-

ing an Early Kindergarten celebration ceremony before 

the school year ends, honoring all of their accomplish-

ments and milestones. It has been the most wonderful 

school year experience as a teacher and class family. I will 

miss being their teacher, but cannot wait to grow more 

with new students in the fall. 

Transitional Kindergarten  

(students who are 5 on or before Sept 10. This pro-

gram is for parents who would like their student to 

have a bit more time to grow socially/emotionally and 

learn the basic early literacy and math skills to pre-

pare for kindergarten the next year) 

The TK Class had a very busy 

month of May!  We focused on 

the author Eric Carle and read 

many of his most famous (and 

not-so-famous) books.  We 

talked about similarities and 

differences in his stories, and 

were amazed at how he illus-

trates his books.  After many 

read alouds and fun activities, 

we decided our favorite book by 

Eric Carle was Brown Bear, 

Brown Bear.  We created the animals from the story with 

our handprints and "read" the story with our pictures as a 

whole class to work on our speaking skills. 

We have had such a fun time learning, playing and grow-

ing together in our classroom this school year and are SO 

ready to take on kindergarten next year! 

 

Kindergarten (students who will be 5 on or before Sept 

10) 

Grout 

In the month of May, Mrs. Grout’s class learned about the 

life cycle of a butterfly. We got little caterpillars and 

watched them go into their chrysalis, then watched them 

emerge as butterflies, and set them loose while journaling 

the entire process. We also learned about space and all the 

planets in our solar system with the help of the NASA 

website. We  learned about ocean animals as well. May 

was an action packed month as we got to do an outdoors 

camp (which had to be moved indoors because of rain) 

where we learned all about bear safety with the forest 

service. We also took a field trip to the Missoula Public 

Library and we put on a carnival. We can’t believe that we 

have come to the end of Kindergarten so quickly. But it 

has been so much fun seeing these kiddos grow and learn 

so much over the last 9 

months.  

In Ms. Geaudry’s class-

room in May, we fin-

ished up reading groups 

and math. We did 

lifecycle observations 

with our pet caterpillars 

which became butter-

flies that we released. 

We made Mother’s Day 

gifts and planted sun-

flowers seed. We got to 

participate in two field 

trips, one being at the 

New Missoula Public 

Library. We also made some fun ocean crafts, talked 

about fun things to do in the summer and ended the month 

with our classroom tea 

party!  

May was a bittersweet 

time for Mrs. Spohar-

ski. Wrapping up the 

school year was an 

exciting time but boy 

am I going to miss my 

students! It was incred-

ible to watch these 

kiddos grow over the 

last 9 months! May was 

spent focusing on 

things the students 

love! We went to the 

greenhouse with our 

4th grade buddies and planted basil and marigolds. We 

explored space and the different planets that make up our 

solar system. We learned about different artists and mate-

rials that they use. We have a lot of animal lovers in our 

class and spent time learning about ocean animals and 

farm animals! We participated in two fields during the 

month of May. The Frenchtown forest service came to the 

school and taught us how to be safe outdoors. We also got 

to visit the new public library!!  

For the beginning of May, Mrs. Musso’s class learned 

about dinosaurs by making our own ones out of pasta, 

reading many books about them, and even digging for our 

own fossils. During this time we also made pinatas for 

Cinco De Mayo. We then learned about the ocean, the 

animals found in the ocean, and took on a STEM chal-

lenge by trying to figure out how to clean up an oil spill in 

water. Next was kids’ choice week where students chose 

to learn about the human body, animals, trains, and build-

ing. During May we also went on two field trips. The first 

was on school campus, and we learned about camping, 

fire, hiking, and bear safety. The second trip took us to the 

Missoula Library where we played and learned about 

science. Mrs. Musso’s class is now looking forward to 

Summer! 

Juden 

This year has come and gone in a flash! May is always a 

month filled with mixed emotions, excitement for the year 

to come to a close and sadness as we all realize that our 

time is coming to a close. This month we focused on forc-

es, senses, and what the students want to learn. We kicked 

off the month by making gifts for our wonderful mothers! 

We learned about forces through hands-on centers in our 

room. We built ramps that we raced cars off of, painted 

some suns using marbles and paint and noticed how the 

paint caused friction and slowed down the marbles, and 

tested different things in the room to see if they were mag-

netic. We wrapped up our month by taking time to let the 

students learn what THEY want to learn. I had asked the 

students a while ago “If you could learn about anything, 

what would you want to learn about?” So within the last 

two weeks we learned about: baking, building, airplanes, 

rocks (from a real geologist!), sports, animals, science, 

and art. I look forward to these weeks every single year! 

They thrive during this time. While my heart absolutely 

hurts to leave this school I couldn’t have asked for a better 

group of kiddos to leave on. My time in room 115 has 

been full of my favorite memories so far! I am so thankful 

for Frenchtown Elementary and the families and kiddos I 

have met here.  

Junyk 

This year was a blast! In May we wrapped up our animal 

and insect changing and growing unit. We focused on 

ducks, frogs and butterfly life cycles. Students explored 

their science brains by watching live caterpillars metapho-

rise in our class. The US forest service visited our school 

to teach us how to stay, stay and procet bears during out-

door summer activities. Students also attended their first 

ever field trip to the Missoula Public Library. Students 

have expanded their knowledge to help them better under-

stand our world. It has been amazing to see students trans-

form into brilliant unique learners. This group of students 

will make waves! 

 

1st grade 

In first grade, May has been all about bugs, bugs, bugs! 

We have had fun watching the caterpillars in our class-

room go through the process of metamorphosis. We can’t 

wait to see them soon emerge as painted lady butterflies! 

We also have the opportunity for the Missoula Butterfly 

House and Insectarium to come into our school and teach 

us a lesson on “bug biomimicry”. Students will have the 

opportunity to observe different bugs and complete engi-

neering / design challenges inspired by the different bugs!  

May in first grade means bugs!!!  We are learning all 

about insects in the classroom with a visit from the Mis-

soula Butterfly House & Insectarium program.  The stu-

dents will learn about bug biomimicry and then try their 

hand at inventing things using the wonders found in the 
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the insect world.   

We are watching the life cycle of butterflies in our class-

room.  It is so fun to watch the caterpillars make their 

chrysalides and then emerge as butterflies!  It will be hard 

to say goodbye as we set them free in a couple weeks. 

We cheered on our special Olympic athletes, had a visit 

from Smokey the Bear, and learned about writing from a 

local author, Mrs. Cross. 

We had an amazing spring concert thanks to our two won-

derful music teachers, Mrs. Petroff and Mrs. Blass.  First 

graders are the cut-

est!   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
2nd grade 
Second grade is gearing up for the end of an amazing 
school year! We are finishing up our MAP (Measured 
Annual Progress) testing in reading and mathematics this 
week and next. Students have been working very hard at 
trying to achieve the goals that we have set with them. We 
are very proud of all of our students! 
Over the next few weeks, we will have 3 more field trips; 
This Friday, all of 2nd grade will be headed to Frenchtown 
Pond. Students will have the opportunity to work in differ-
ent stations ranging from an art station to a STEM station 
to a workout station. 
The following week, we will be headed to the King Ranch 
and the Frenchtown Fire Station. For our final field trip of 
the year, all of the second graders will be headed to the 
Nine Mile Ranger Station. 
With the year rapidly coming to an end, we want to thank 
all of our amazing 2nd grade families for a fantastic 2021-
2022 school year. Have an outstanding and fun-filled sum-
mer! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3rd Grade 

As the school year comes to a close, the 3rd grade team 

has many positives and joys to celebrate and reflect on.  

The students truly gave everything they had during this 

very important year of their schooling.  The team feels 

confident the students are prepared for the hop, skip, and 

jump over to the Intermediate Building for 4th grade next 

year.   

 

This year will finish with two field trips: a trip to Ninemile 

& the Frenchtown Cemetery to conclude our 4th quarter 

study of Frenchtown History.  The second trip will be the 

annual bicycle ride from the school to Frenchtown Pond 

(mostly downhill), then back to the school (mostly uphill)!   

From the hard work displayed by students during the Idi-

taread reading race and other academic activities, to the 

amazing performances during the Holiday and spring con-

certs, these kiddos have shown growth far beyond what is 

able to be measured.  We are proud of them and we look 

forward to seeing the amazing things they will accomplish 

in the future!  Have a great summer from the 3rd grade 

team! 

 

Miss America K-2 Counseling Happenings: 

Social Emotional Learning wrapped up for the 2021-2022 

school year.  Students in the K-2 learned about the flight, 

fight and freeze responses in our brain when our amygdala 

has a perceived reaction to fear or anxiety.  Students prac-

ticed these responses and were able to draw conclusions 
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Students practiced these responses and were able to draw 

conclusions about how their brains work in various situa-

tions.  Students were able to practice these responses in a 

number of relevant scenarios bringing about a greater 

understanding of their brains reactions to strong emotions.  

This is important as we do have students who have faced 

trauma and chaos, or who may experience them in their 

lifetime, and understanding these responses can lead to a 

better grasp on why we use the coping strategies that we 

do.  Students also rounded out the school year learning 

and practicing a number of grounding techniques specifi-

cally focusing on color, texture, and temperature.  While it 

is going to take some practice, these kids are loaded with 

coping strategies.  A kindergartner encouraged their class-

mates to use the texture strategy learned in class to cope 

with the anxiety of the spring concerts - which our stu-

dents sailed through.  Providing students with relevant 

strategies they can put into place immediately is a lifelong 

coping strategy to deal with events that evoke strong emo-

tions.  Great job kids!  As always, it remains an honor to 

have this role in the school and we are looking forward to 

more social emotional learning next fall.   

 

Additionally, the counseling department would like to 

thank Mr. Dennis.  Mr. Dennis came to us as a mental 

health intern from the University of Montana and was able 

to bridge the gap between the loss of our CSCT therapist 

as well as serving a number of youth and adults in our 

community.  Thank you, Mr. Dennis, for helping us meet 

the mental health needs of our community.  Miss Maizie 

and Miss Cohen, our counseling interns, have solidified 

their niche in our district by meeting with a number of 

students and families over the course of this past year.  

We have been incredibly blessed to continue this relation-

ship with the University of Montana Counseling Depart-

ment.  Miss Maizie will be continuing her career next year 

in Oregon as a K-6 School Counselor for the Sisters 

School District.  Miss Cohen has taken a 6-8 School 

Counseling position in Battleground, WA.  Both of these 

interns have raised the bar for those who come after them.  

They have served Frenchtown South Campus very, very 

well.  Thank you for your time, energy, care and regard 

for our students and staff.  Best of luck to you both in 

your endeavors!  

 
 
 

Tim Bakker spent a few days with students in the Health 

Enhancement class working on a lifelong sport. They have 

wonderful form all ready. Thank you Tim for your time, it 

sounds like the students had a great learning experience. 
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Requirements for all students entering school.  Including TK 

and Early Kindergarten 
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Paid Advertisement 

Jaxon Santorno- 1st Flag Sparring  Gavin Anderson- 1st Sparring 

Avery Perbera- 2nd Flag Sparring, 3rd Sparring Bridger Sherwood- 3rd Sparring 

Iris Holden    Jackson Miner 

Jaxson Netto    Tyler Stenerson- 1st Sparring, 3rd Kata 

Seger Triplett    Gus Parker- 2nd Sparring 

Travis Felde- 3rd Flag Sparring  Kendall Cordier 

Elliette Kruschke- 3rd Sparring  Sybil Lynn- 1st Sparring, 1st Kata 

Ava Felde- 3rd Flag Sparring   Katelen Levanway- 1st Sparring, 1st Kata 

Callan Bruno- 1st Flag Sparring  Erin Parker- 1st Sparring, 1st Kata 

Ezza Thane- 2nd Flag Sparring  Kristie Miner- 2nd Sparring, 2nd Kata 

Adelaide Levanway   Sara Sayler- 2nd Sparring 

Bear Tester- 3rd Sparring   Kekoa Perbera- 1st Sparring, 2nd Kata 

Lincoln Skinner- 1st Sparring, 1st Flag Sparring, 2nd Kata  

 
Brodie Henderson- 1st Sparring 
Caleb Anciaux 

Quentin Thane 

Rowan Phillips- 2nd Flag Sparring 

Maci Olson 

Logan Eidum- 3rd Sparring, 1st Kata 

Clay Lewis- 1st Sparring 

Dane Sharkey- 3rd Sparring 

Jack Slayer- 2nd Sparring 

Thank you to our sponsors!  

       

                        

      

20th Annual Frenchtown Karate 

Team Viking 
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See page 37 for details!! 
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Frenchtown School District Newsletter  
PO Box 117 

17620 Frenchtown Frontage Road  

Our mission is to foster effective learning in a safe environment where students, parents, staff 
and the community share in a commitment to life-long learning and responsible citizenship. 

District Office            406-626-2600 
Elementary Office            406-626-2620 
Intermediate Office            406-626-2622 
Middle School Office           406-626-2650 
High School Office            406-626-2670 
Transportation Office         406-626-2610 

We’re on the   Web! 

www.ftsd.org 

Current Resident 

and/or 

Box holder 

 

Frenchtown School District 

wishes you a happy 

and safe summer!!! 

 


