
Frenchtown School District #40 

Bus Rider Contract 
 

 

Safety is our number one priority at Frenchtown School District Transportation. Our goal 
is to provide a safe and structured transportation experience and to support our students 
and drivers in creating this environment. For this reason, we have established rules, 
boundaries and expectations for all individuals on our school buses to ensure students are 
safely delivered to their destinations. 

This contract is between FTSD, parent(s)/guardian(s) and the student. Please read it 
carefully, review the information with your student, sign and return it to the front 
office of your respective campus.  

 

Student Rules & Expectations: 

The school bus is an extension of the classroom. School rules, boundaries, expectations 
and consequences apply while students are being transported to and from school. All 
buses have cameras that are always recording when the bus is running. This is a safety 
feature to protect everyone on the bus. These videos are privacy protected. 

 

Bus stop expectations:  

1. Arrive at your bus stop at least 5 minutes early. Be ready to board the bus (not 
inside your vehicle or home) when the bus arrives. 

2. Wait for the bus in a safe place, at least 10 feet from traffic. 
3. Wait to cross the street until the bus has completely stopped and the driver has 

instructed you to do so. Stay 10 feet away from the bus at all times! 
4. Only get on/off the bus at your designated stop. 
5. NO horseplay at the bus stop! 
6. No pushing or cutting in line to board the bus. 
7. Go directly to your assigned seat. 

 

 

 



Bus Rules: 

1. The bus driver is in charge at all times. 
2. Remain seated WITH YOUR SEAT BELT BUCKLED at all times. 
3. Bottom to bottom, back to back, feet on the floor, hands in your lap! (AKA: face 

forward, feet on the floor and hands to yourself.) 
4. Keep all body parts inside the bus and out of the aisle at all times. 
5. NEVER play with emergency equipment. 
6. No yelling, screaming, profanity or explicit language. Use quiet inside voices. 
7. ZERO talking/noises at railroad crossings. 
8. No throwing/passing items or littering inside or outside of the bus. Keep all 

personal items IN YOUR BACKPACK. 
9. Respect other people’s space. 
10. No food or drink on the bus. 
11. No skis, skateboards, balloons or other bulky items on the bus. 
12. No animals on the bus. 
13. No photo taking or video recording on the bus. (only exception is the bus cameras 

for safety purposes) 
14. No vandalizing or damaging bus. Cost of repairs will be the responsibility of the 

student/family. 
15. No tobacco or alcohol products on the bus. No medication or drugs. 
16. Be kind and respectful. ABSOLUTELY NO BULLYING OR FIGHTING! 
17. No weapons of any kind. 
18. No flammable devices or nuisance items. (ie. lighters, matches, laser lights) 

Discipline Policy: 

Any student who does not follow the identified rules will be subject to the following 
disciplinary procedures. Violating rules 15-18 will result in immediate Formal Bus 
Referral bypassing the Write Up process. 

Bus Write Up: 

1. Verbal warning: driver will speak with student about behavior and document it. 
2. 1st Write Up: Driver will call parent/guardian and speak with student about 

behavior. 
3. 2nd Write Up: Transportation Director will call parent/guardian and speak with 

student. Student will sit in front seat for 1 week. 
4. 3rd Write Up: Transportation Director will call parent/guardian and speak with 

student and student’s principal. Student will sit in front seat indefinitely (as 
determined by the driver). 

 



Bus Referral: 

1. After 3rd write up OR when rules 15-18 are violated: 1st Referral: Principal will 
call parent/guardian. Student will receive a minimum of lunch detention or other 
consequence according to school policy. 

2. 2nd Referral: Principal will call parent/guardian. Student will receive a minimum 
of in school suspension or other consequence according to school policy. 

3. 3rd Referral: Principal will call parent/guardian. Student will receive a minimum of 
1 week bus suspension AND other consequences according to school policy.  

4. 4th Referral: Principal will call parent/guardian. Student will receive a minimum of 
2 week bus suspension AND other consequences according to school policy. 

5. 5th Referral: Student will be suspended from the bus for the remainder of the 
school year AND other consequences according to school policy. 

 

Driver Rules & Expectations: 

1. Driver will depart from bus stop no more than 3 minutes ahead of schedule. 
2. Driver will not allow any student K-1 off the bus without an approved adult or 3rd 

grade or older sibling. 
3. Students will not be left unattended in the vehicle at any time. (Exceptions apply 

in emergency situations that warrant the driver briefly walking outside the bus.) 
4. Driver will not make unscheduled stops with students present. 
5. If students are being unsafe or aggressive, the driver will pull the vehicle over, 

where safe to do so, until students act in a safe and responsible manner. 
6. If unsafe behavior continues, driver will contact base for assistance. 

 

Bus Stop Assignments: 

Frenchtown School District makes it a goal to transport as many children as possible to 
school. School bus stops will be established to enable us to transport as many students as 
possible SAFELY to school. Please abide by assigned bus stop/s for your student. 
Students may not ride a bus other than their designated bus to their designated bus stop. If 
your child has multiple households, please list both addresses on the following page to 
establish bus stops for each household. Student will not be permitted to ride the bus until 
the signed contract is returned. 

 

Thank you, 

FTSD Transportation 



Frenchtown School District #40 

Bus Rider Contract 
 

I have read and discussed this policy with my child: 

 

Parent/Guardian Name (Print):___________________________________________________  

 
Parent/Guardian Signature:____________________________________________________Date:____________ 

 

I have reviewed this policy with my parent/guardian and agree to abide by it: 

 
Student Name (Print):__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Student Signature:____________________________________________________________Date:____________ 

 

Bus Stop Assignment/s: 

 

Address:_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Please indicate when your student will be riding by selecting any options that apply: 

AM: PM:   Both:                    M: T: W: Th: Fri: Daily: 

 

Address 2:___________________________________________________________________________________ 

Please indicate when your student will be riding by selecting any options that apply: 

AM: PM:   Both:       M: T: W: Th: Fri: Daily: 

 

Notes/additional 
addresses:____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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