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FRENCHTOWN SCHOOL DISTRICT
SAFE RETURN TO SCHOOL AND CONTINUITY OF SERVICES PLAN

Date of Original Adoption:3/26/2020
Date Plan was Last Revised: 5/5/2020
Next Regularly Scheduled Month for Consideration (At least quarterly): 8/18/20, 9/15/20, 10/20/20, 11/17/20,
12/15/20, 1/19/21, 2/16/21, 3/16/21, 4/20/21, 5/18/21, 6/15/21 _
Dates Reviewed: _8/18/20, 9/15/20, 10/20/20, 11/17/20, 12/15/20, 1/19/21, 2/16/21, 3/16/21, 4/20/21, 5/18/21,
6/15/21

March 2020 - June 2021

1. The Frenchtown School District was ordered to close to in person instruction on March 15, 2020, under
an executive order issued by then-Governor Bullock. Districts were provided a two week period of time
during which they could remain fully closed to instruction of any kind while developing a plan for
remote instruction required by the Governor.

Although our district was authorized to remain closed, we quickly mobilized and began remote
instruction during the timeframe when we were authorized to remain closed. Thereafter, our
district continued pursuant to a reopening plan approved by the Governor beginning March 30,
2020.

2. On April 22, 2020, then-Governor Bullock lifted his Stay at Home Order, and Announced a Plan to
Begin Phased Reopening of Montana. As part of that plan, effective May 7, 2020, all schools were
provided the option to return to in-classroom teaching at the discretion of local school boards.

Our school district finished the 2020-21 school year through remote instruction. During the
2020-21 school year Frenchtown was open entirely from start to finish. The only exception
during this timeframe was temporary closing of classrooms or removal of students due to county
health quarantine, close contacts or individual positive Covid-19 test results.
1. In person instruction was provided the entire year to grade 4th-8th to 80%-100% of
students.
.. Hybrid was provided to grades K-3 and 9-12 students- 80%-90% in person and 10%-20%
online.
iii. Offsite live streaming was provided to between 1% and 20% of grades 4™ - 8" students
3. Our district developed a plan for reopening to in person instruction, with contingencies, and we
implemented that plan for the 2020-21 school year. The reopening plan, details regarding which are
provided below, included adoption of various model policies provided by the Montana School Boards
Association under its 1900 Series, including model policies aligned with CDC guidance regarding
mitigation strategies to limit exposure to and transmission of COVID-19 in school settings.
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4. Our district is finishing the 2020-21 school year strong, having provided high quality learning
opportunities to the students in our community in safe and effective learning environments.

5. We embraced a fundamental principle of providing extensive transparency to our community throughout
the above timeframe. We publicly noticed, held meetings regarding, and provided extensive
opportunities for our community to provide us with feedback regarding the School District’s plans and
we carefully considered such feedback in developing and refining the School District’s plans throughout
the last 14-15 months.

Safe Return to Schools and Continuity of Services Plan Contents:

March 2020-June 2021
Part |: Documentation of Meaningful Consultation in Developing and Refining the School
rom March 2020 Through June 2021:

District’s plar

We noticed, held, and invited public comment on our evolving plans for a safe return to school and
continuity of services on the following dates since March 2020:

1. 3/15/2020- School was closed for two days

2. 3/18 &19/2020- Online instruction started: All parents and students were directed to come to the
school and pick up materials, chromebooks, packets, textbooks and any other materials deemed
necessary to complete the school year.

3. 3/36/2020- MOU with certified and classroom teachers unions regarding Covid-19 protocols to
complete the 2019-2020 school year.

4. 3/26/2020- Plan was submitted to the Governor's office for the duration of the 2019-2020 school
year. Packet pickup and google classroom were used to deliver instruction from
3/18/2020-5/25/2020.

5. 4/21/2020- Governor’s office ordered the school closure to be extended through April 24, 2020.
CARES act funds were discussed with the public and the school board during the normal scheduled
board meeting.

6. 8/7/2020 Parent Survey response reported- 85% wanted to send kids to school/14% remotes1%

undecided (700 parents actively participated)

8/17/2020- Parent online meeting Start and end times

8/21/2020- Board meeting to finalize reopening plans

8/30/2020- Community meeting with administration regarding reopening plan.

0. 8/18/20- Board meeting review of districts response to Coid-12 (Virtual and Inperson attendance

available to all constituents in FTSD)

11. 9/15/20 Board meeting review of districts response to Coid-12 (Virtual and Inperson attendance
available to all constituents in FTSD)

12. 9/15/2020- MOA signed with School District, Classified and Certified Unions

13. 10/20/20 Board meeting review of districts response to Coid-12 (Virtual and Inperson attendance
available to all constituents in FTSD)

14. 11/17/20 Board meeting review of districts response to Coid-12 (Virtual and Inperson attendance
available to all constituents in FTSD)

15. 12/15/20 Board meeting review of districts response to Coid-12 (Virtual and Inperson attendance
available to all constituents in FTSD)

16. 1/19/21 Board meeting review of districts response to Coid-12 (Virtual and Inperson attendance
available to all constituents in FTSD)

17. 2/16/21 Board meeting review of districts response to Coid-12 (Virtual and Inperson attendance
available to all constituents in FTSD)

e 30 o

Safe Return to Schools and Continuity of Services Plan



Part i



18. 3/16/21 Board meeting review of districts response to Coid-12 (Virtual and Inperson attendance
available to all constituents in FTSD)

19. 4/20/21 Board meeting review of districts response to Coid-12 (Virtual and Inperson attendance
available to all constituents in FTSD)

20. 5/7/2021- Letter was sent to parents regarding special board meeting regarding Missoula County
Health protocols

21. 5/11/2021- Administrative team streamed to all the community regarding following Missoula
County Public Health protocols

22. 5/18/21 Board meeting review of districts response to Coid-12 (Virtual and Inperson attendance
available to all constituents in FTSD)

23. 6/15/2021 - Report of plan completion at Board Meeting

Our invitation for public input included a general opportunity for the public to provide input and was
provided to everyone interested, including:
1. Students; families; school and district administrators (including special education administrators);
teachers, principals, school leaders, other educators, school staff, and their unions; and
2. Tribes; civil rights organizations (including disability rights organizations); stakeholders
representing the interests of children with disabilities, English learners, children experiencing
homelessness, children in foster care, migratory students, children who are incarcerated, and other
underserved students.

Part ll: Contents of The School District’s plan for Safe Return to In-Person Instruction and
Continuity of Services:

1. A description of how the district will maintain the health and safety of students, educators, and other
staff:

Following the lifting of the Stay-at-Home Order and subsequent reopening of the state on April 22, 2020,
Frenchtown School District utilized the Montana Public Education Center Roadmap for Safely Reopening
Montana's Public Schools Using Emergency School District Policies and accompanying MTSBA Model
Emergency Policies. Utilizing these resources supported our district’s continued service to students with
transparency and accountability while ensuring the operations of the school district reflected the circumstances
in our community:.

The policies ensured our Board of Trustees and school leaders honored the following priorities: quality
instruction to students; a healthy and safe setting for students, staff, and the community; needed support of
teachers and staff; and responsible financial and operational procedures. The policies provided an actionable
plan for completing the 2020-2021 school fiscal year in a manner that met these priorities and secured district
funding while providing an operational platform for considering long term innovations in the delivery of
education services.

Frenchtown School District implemented policy options that facilitated collaboration between the Board of
Trustees, administrative team, employees, parents, students, health officials, and community as we established
protocols aligned with CDC guidance addressing how instruction was to be delivered to students; how
gatherings and events would take place on school property; how the health and safety of staff and students
would be protected and preserved while schools were open; and how financial and operational functions of the
school district would continue during the period of public health emergency.
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Frenchtown School District reviewed, considered, and addressed numerous areas of operation in our reopening
process. On the topic of school district policy and procedures, the district considered emergency policies and
procedures, adoption and amendment of policies, suspension of policies, and administrative procedures, To
support students’ academic, mental, social and emotional success, the district considered alternative grading,
counseling, extended school year, student instraction proficiency determinations and declarations, support for
particularly vulnerable students, transportation services, access to internet for students, food preparation and
service, summer school and additional student instruction resources. To ensure the health and safety of students,
teachers, and staff, the district considered cleaning and disinfection, community use of facilities, county board
of health orders, diagnosis and confidentiality, hand washing and related hygiene protocols, telework, school
closure orders, stay at home orders, symptom monitoring and isolation, travel quarantines, visitors, volunteers,
vulnerable individuals, masks and personal protective equipment, and physical distancing.

Following the Roadmap for Safely Reopening Montana's Public Schools Using Emergency School District
Policies ensured Frenchtown School District has remained in compliance with guidance and best practices
provided by federal, state, or local health officials. Our school district has continued to adapt and adjust our
policies as new and updated guidance and best practices have become available.

Further, the policies provide options for consideration through input from our board of trustees, administrative

- team, employees, parents, students, health officials, and community as collaborative pattners as we have worked
our way through ever evolving changes due to the pandemic. By considering all possible perspectives and
factors when making the decisions to adopt or adjust a policy, or to implement a policy, we focused on the
health and safety of our students, staff, and community for delivery of learning and services to our students, The
policies have enabled us to adjust our procedures and practices during different phases in compliance with
guidance and best practices provided by federal, state, and local agencies.

Frenchtown School District will continue to follow the policies noted below while engaging in a quarterly

reevaluation process to continue to ensure the health, safety and wellbeing of our students, teachers, staff, and
community through 2024,

2. The extent to which the district has adopted policies, and a description of any such policies, on each of
the following safety recommendations established by the CDC:

Topic School Description of Policy Policy
District (All referenced policies can be found at the end of this Adopted and
Policy document.) Revised
Reference Date(s)
School District 1901
policies and 1. 5/5720
procedures
Alternative Grading | 1902
1, 4/29/20
Use of 1904 2. 3/26/20
Transportation Funds 3. Revised:
5/5/20
State Emergency 1907 1. 8/17/20
Temporary Covid-19 | 1900; 3417 1900: Temporary Covid-19 Emergency Policies 1. 3/26/20

Emergency Policies
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Contact tracing in
combination with
isolation and
quarantine, in
collaboration with
the State, local,
territorial, or Tribal
health departments.

3417: In all proceedings related to this policy, the District
will respect a studsnt’s right to privacy. Although the
District is required to provide educational services to all
school-age children who reside within its boundaries, it
may deny attendance at school to any child diagnosed as
having a communicable disease that could make a child’s
attendance harmful to the welfare of other students. The
District will rely on advice of the public health and
medical communities in assessing the risk of transmission
of various communicable diseases to determine how best
to protect the health of both students and staff. The District
will manage common communicable diseases in
accordance with Montana Department of Public Health
and Human Services guidelines and communicable
diseases control rules. The District may temporarily
exclude from school attendance a student who exhibits
symptoms of a communicable disease that is readily
transmitted in a school setting. The District may notify
parents of other children attending a school that their
children have been exposed to a communicable disease
without identifying the particular student who has the
disease.

2,

11/13/01-
Reviewed
6/17/14

Efforts to provide
vaccinations o
school communities

3413

Please note that House Bill 702 passed the 2021
Legislature and was signed into law effective May 14,
2021. New Section 1 of that law provides that it is an
unlawiul discriminatory practice for a governmental entity
to refuse, withhold from, or deny to a person any local or
state services, goods, facilities, advantages, privileges,
licensing, educational opportunities, health care access, or
employment opportunities based on the persen's
vaccination status. The law also provides that it is
unlawful for an employer to refuse employment to a
person, to bar a person from employment, or to
discriminate against a person in compensation or in a term,
condition, or privilege of employment based on the
person's vaccination status. Finally, House Bill 702
provides that it is untawful for a public accommodation to
exclude, limit, segregate, refuse to serve, or otherwise
discriminate againgt a person based on the person's
vaccination status,

3413: Upon initial enrollment, an immunization status
form shall be completed by the student’s parent or
guardian. The certificate shall be made a part of the
student’s permanent record.

Revised-
6/15/15

Clinics:
3/18/21
3/25/21
4/8/21

4/15/21

504/IDEA

2162; 2162P

2162: It is the intent of the District to ensure that students
who are disabled within the definition of Section 504 of
the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 are identified, evaluated,
and provided with appropriate educational services. For
those students who need or are believed to need special
instruction and/or related services under Section 504 of the
Rehabilitation Act of 1973, the District shall establish and
implement a system of procedural safeguards.

2162P: If the parent or legal guardian of a student who
qualifies under Section 504 for special instruction or
related services disagrees with a decision of the District
with respect to: (1) the identification of the child as
qualifying for Section 504; (2) the District’s evaluation of

1.

Reviewed-
5/20424
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the child; and/or (3) the educational placement of the
child, the parents of the student are entitled to certain
procedural safeguards. The student shall remain in his/her
current placement until the matter has been resolved
through the process set in the policy.

Coordination with

State and local
health officials.

1900; 1907,

3417

1900: In light of the COVID-19 pandemic, the Board of
Trustees has found it necessary to adopt temporary policies
related to emergency school closures, the ongoing
provision of educational services to students, meetings of
the Board, gatherings on school property, health and safety
of students, staff and community members, human
resource matters and budgetary matters. To ensure clarity
and transparency, the board has organized all emergency
school policies into a temporary chapter. School District
Policies Numbered 1900-1999 are intended to govern
during any emergency related to COVID-19 declared by
the President, Congress, Montana Legislature, Governor,
Montana Department of Public Health and Human
Services, County Health Department or the Board of
Trustees..

1907: The Board of Trustees is authorized to declare that a
state of emergency exists within the community. A
declaration issued by the Board of Trustees is distinct from
any declaration in effect or previously issued by local,
state or federal authorities.

3417: The District will manage common communicable
diseases in accordance with Montana Department of
Public Health and Human Services guidelines and
communicable diseases control rules. When information is
received by a staff member or a volunteer that a student is
afflicted with a serious communicable disease, the staff
member or volunteer will promptly notify a school nurse
or other responsible person designated by the Board to
determine appropriate measures to be taken to protect
student and staff health and safety. A school nurse or other
responsible person designated by the Board, after
consultation with and on advice of public health officials,
will determine which additional staff members, if any,
need to know of the affected student’s condition.

Adopted
3/26/20

Revised-
5/5/20

8/17/20
6/17/14

Missoula County
Health Directive:

Missoula County Health Directive followed

1.

8/18/20,
9/15/20,
10/20/20,
11/17/20,
12/15/20,
1/19/21,
2/16/21,
3/16/21,
4/20/21,
5/18/21,
6/15/21

June 2021

Part lll - Updated Compliance for the District’s s“J
Return to In-person Instruction and Continuity of

ervices:
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Section 2001(1)(3) of the ARP Act states that a school district that developed a plan for the safe return to
in-person instruction and continuity of services prior to the date of enactment of the ARP Act will be
deemed to have met the requirement to develop a plan under section 2001(i)(1) as long as the plan meets
the statutory requirements (i.e., is publicly available on the LEA's website and was developed after the
LEA sought and took into account public comment).

The School District’s plan meets the requirements of Section 2001(1)(1) and (i)(2) of the ARP Act. The
School District’s plan is available on our website and, as noted above, was developed through a process
that included extensive public comment. Further, we have, as part of the organization of the School
District’s plan for purposes of the ARP Act, revised the School District’s plan at a meeting held on
6/25/2021 that included not just a notice of opportunity for public input but which specifically invited
meaningful consultation with and input from:

1. Students; families; school and district administrators (including special education
administrators); teachers, principals, school leaders, other educators, school staff, and their
unions; and

2. Tribes; civil rights organizations (including disability rights organizations); stakeholders
representing the interests of children with disabilities, English learners, children experiencing
homelessness, children in foster care, migratory students, children who are incarcerated, and
other underserved students.

We have considered the input of all affected parties and have carefully deliberated regarding the best
possible means by which our district can provide safe effective learning environments for each of our

students.

June 2021 - September 30, 2024

Part IV — Schedule for Future Review and Updates:

Consideration of this Safe Return to Schools and Continuity of Services Plan shall be added as a
standing agenda item on each regular and special meeting of the board of trustees throughout the
2021-24 school years. The agenda item shall, at a minimum, include notice of any changes to the plan
recommended by the administration with an invitation for input, notice of opportunity for public input,
and consultation with:

1. Students; families; school and district administrators (including special education
administrators); teachers, principals, school leaders, other educators, school staff, and their
unions; and

2. Tribes; civil rights organizations (including disability rights organizations); stakeholders
representing the interests of children with disabilities, English learners, children experiencing
homelessness, children in foster care, migratory students, children who are incarcerated, and
other underserved students.

Safe Return to Schools and Continuity of Services Plan
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Frenchtown School District R
COVID-19 Emergency Measures 1901

Emergency Policy and Procedures

Applicability of Emergency Policy Series

During a state of emergency declared by the Board of Trustees or other local, state or federal agency,
official, or legislative body, the provisions in the emergency policies adopted by the Board of Trustees as
codified at 1900-1999 in the district policy manual will govern in the event of any conflict or
inconsistency between an emergency policy and other provision in the district policy manual. All other
aspects of the district policy manual not affected by the provisions in the emergency policy series
continue to be in full effect.

Legal References

In the absence of a legal reference on an emergency policy adopted by the Board of Trustees, the policy is
specifically based on the Board of Trustees authority to supervise and control the schools within the
District in accordance with Article X, section 8 of the Montana Constitution.

Adoption and Amendment of Policies

New or revised policies that are required or have required language changes based on State or Federal law
or directive, required by administrative rule, or are required due to a declaration of emergency issued by
the Board of Trustees or other state or federal agency official or legislative body may be adopted afier the
first (1*) reading if notice has been given through the board agenda provided to the trustees and public.
All new or amended policies adopted as part of the emergency policy series shall become effective
immediately upon adoption; unless a specific effective date is stated in the motion for adoption.

Suspension of Policies

Under circumstances that require waiver of a policy, the policy may be suspended by a majority vote of
the trustees present. To suspend a policy, however, all trustees must have received written notice of the
meeting, which includes the proposal to suspend a policy and an explanation of the purpose of such
proposed suspension.

Administrative Procedures

The Superintendent shall develop such administrative procedures as are necessary to ensure consistent
implementation of policies adopted by the Board of Trustees.

Legal References: § 20-3-323, MCA District policy and record of acts
10.55.701, ARM Board of Trustees
Title 20, Chapter 9 Part 8, MCA

Policy History:

Adopted on: 5/5/2020

Reviewed on: 5/5/2020

Revised on:

Terminated on:

© MTSBA 2020
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Frenchtown School District
COVID-19 Emergency Measures 1902

Alternative Grading

'This policy is adopted as a temporary policy in accordance with the framework set by District
Policy 1900 — Temporary COVID-19 Policics and is intended to govern School District
operations for the period affected by the COVID-19 health and safety measures implemented by
the School District in response to federal, state or local authorities.

Teachers will grade students as usual in accordance with established classroom or course
practices during the grading period in accordance with District Policy 2420 and the Employee
Handbook.

The default option for students and parents is the grade typically assigned for students in the
grade level or class which may include an A-F letter grade. Students and parents may choose to
receive a Proficient/Fail or P/F grade in place of a grade typically assigned for the student’s
courses. The P/F grade option can be requested by a student and parents no later than 10 calendar
days after report cards have been sent to parents by submitting a written request to the district
clerk, the School District’s custodian of records.

For students or parents who request a P/F grade, the School District will record the P/F
designation using a rubric in which all grades of 60% or higher earn a Proficient in accordance
with District Policy 1005FE and the School District’s COVID-19 Plan of Action as submitted to
the Oftice of the Governor.

Students earning course grades converted to a Proficient grade in this temporary P/F option for
grading periods affected by COVID-19 health and safety measures will be granted credit for the
course and the credit will count towards promotion or graduation requirements and extra-
curricular eligibility. Students earning a Fail designation in a course will not earn credit, will be
subject to retention consideration, and, if applicable, will be subject to extra-curricular eligibility
consequences,

Grades converted to P/F will not be counted toward or against class honors or valedictorian
status as outlined in Policy 2410P for classes of students graduating during or after 2020.

The School District will include a designation on the students' transcripts indicating the
extraordinary circumstances for any grading period affected by COVID-19 health and safety
measures.

Cross Reference: Policy 1005FE — Proficiency Based Learning
Policy 2410-2410P — Graduation Requirements
Policy 2420 — Grading and Progress Reports
Policy 2168 — Distance Learning
Policy 2421 - Promotion and Retention

© 2020 MTSBA
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Legal Reference:

Policy History:
Adopted on: 4/29/20
Reviewed on: 4/21/20
Revised on:
Terminated on:

2020 MTSBA

Section 20-1-301, MCA School fiscal year
Section 20-9-311(4)(a)(b)(d), MCA Calculation of average number

belonging
Section 20-3-324, MCA Powers and duties
Section 20-7-1601. Transformational learning
10.55.906 ARM High School Credit
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Frenchtown School District R
COVID-19 Emergency Measures 1904
‘ Page 1 of 2

Use of Transportation Funds During Periods of School Closure

Pursuant to guidance issued from the Office of Public Instruction, the board of trustees
authorizes the following expenditures of its FY20 budgeted transportation funds that are in
addition to traditionally authorized expenditures. The expenditures below are, as noted in OPI
guidance, transportation services which provide instructional services to students,

Transportation of food and meals used in nutritional programs.

Purchase of equipment to ensure food safety.

Providing accessibility to student services for remote learning.

Providing instructional materials to students, including but not limited to internet service

adequate to allow students to effectively access curriculum during periods of school

closure.

-+ Cost of instructional materials, supplies, and software licenses.

« Costs of technological equipment needed for offsite instruction/ correspondence study
purchased by the school district and loaned to students without such equipment.

s Cost of correspondence study.

« Costs of providing services to students with an IEP or a plan adopted pursuant to section
504 of the 1973 Rehabilitation Act.

+ Costs of time off or repurposed time for staff normally paid from the transportation fund.

Cost Guidelines

The board of trustees authorizes the Superintendent to exercise his/her professional judgment and
discretion as to the necessity, quality and amount of all expenses referenced below, Aggregate
costs of items below are to remain within the budget limits adopted by the board of trustees for
the FY20 transportation budget, including any budget amendments adopted by the board of
trustees prior to the completion of FY20.

» Any costs consistent with costs under normal operation, including costs referenced in any
contract to which the district is a party.

« Actual costs of delivering meals to students at locations authorized by any and all waivers
of regular rules for school nuirition programs that have been adopted by the United States
Department of Agriculture or the Office of Public Instruction.

» Any costs consistent with and necessary to comply with an IEP or section 504 plan.

o Actual costs of equipment, software and service necessary to bridge digital divides or
provide a quality learning environment for students, including:

1901
Page 2 of 2

© 2020 MTSBA
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o Equipment necessary to provide wi-fi in a student’s home, including any
-equipment qualifying for discount under the federal E-Rate program;

o Bquipment necessary to allow students to effectively participate in offsite
instruction with an emphasis on ensuring opportunities for real time interactions
collaboration, and effective engagement in the learning process by students.

» Equipment purchased under this section may include any combination
deemed necessary and appropriate by the Superintendent, including but
not limited to mobile devices, tablets and laptops.

» Equipment purchased under this section shall become and remain the
property of the district and shall be provided to students through a
loan/checkout service developed by the Superintendent.

o Software to ensure a safe and appropriate online learning experience by students
of the district.

o Internet service at an adequate bandwidth to ensure full and effective use of
instruction delivery and interaction methods employed by the district as part of its
offsite learning program.

= If there are multiple internet service providers in the community, the board
authorizes the superintendent to choose either a single provider or to
allocate/rotate selection from among all providers in the community
meeting minimum bandwidth and other safety and quality standards
deemed necessary and appropriate by the superintendent.

>

Cross Reference: Policy 3612 — District-Provided Access to Electronic Information,
Services, and Networks
Policy 3612P - District-Provided Access to Electronic Information,
Services, and Networks Procedure
Policy 3612F — Internet Access Agreement
Policy 3650 — Montana Pupil Online Personal Information Protection Act
Policy 3650F — Montana Model Data Privacy Agreement
Policy 2168.- Distance Learning
Policy 2170 — Montana Digital Academy
Policy 2170P — Montana Digital Academy Procedures

Legal Reference: Section 20-10-101(5), MCA - Transportation

Policy History:

Adopted on: 3/26/2020
Reviewed on: 3/26/2020
Revised on: 5/5/2020
Terminated on:

© 2020 MTSBA
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Frenchtown School District
COVID-19 Emergency Measures 1907

School District Declaration of Emergency

The Board of Trustees is authorized to declare that a state of emergency exists within the
community. A declaration issued by the Board of Trustees is distinct from any declaration in
effect or previously issued by local, state or federal authorities. An emergency declaration issued
by the Board of Trustees authorizes the School District to take extraordinary measures to protect
students and staff while delivering education services in a manner authorized by law. The
method and location of instruction and related educational services shall be implemented in a
manner that serves the needs of students, their families, and staff and preserves the School
Districts full entittement of funding.

Legal Reference: Section 20-9-801 - 802, MCA Emergency School Closure
Section 20-9-806, MCA School closure by declaration of
emergency
Section 20-9-805. Rate of reduction in annual

apportionment entitlement,

Policy History:
Adopted on: 8/17/20
Reviewed on:
Revised on:
Terminated on:

© 2020 MTSBA
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Frenchtown School District R

COVID-19 Emergency Policies 1900

Introduction

The board of trustees and its staff are operating under unusual, even unprecedented
circumstances by virtue of the declaration of a statewide emergency by the Governor and the
executive orders related to school closure to address concerns from the COVID-19 Virus. As
part of its own concurrent declaration of an unforeseen emergency (community disaster), the
board of trustees has found it necessary to adopt temporary policies related to emergency school
closure, To ensure clarity and transparency, the board has organized all emergency school

closure policies into a temporary chapter. The board has also included this introductory section

as a heading for each policy to ensure understanding of the purpose and duration of each policy
adopted pursuant to this chapter.

Purpose(s) of Policies

1. Addressing barriers to learning presented by distance.

2. Improvement of instruction in offsite setting during school closure.

3. Ensuring equity in services provided, including special education for exceptional children
pursuant to Title 20, Chapter 7, Part 4.

4. Mitigation of digital divides that could otherwise create barriers to effective learning,

5. Ensuring adequate nutrition for students relying on the district’s nutrition programs.

"6. Ensuring continuity of employment of school district staff and/or continuity of services
provided by contract transportation providers.

7. Ensuring accountability to families with children.

Term of COVID-19 Emersency Measures Policies

The term of School District Policies Numbered 1900-1999 shall run concurrent with any
emergency related to COVID-19 declared by the President, Congress, Montana Legislature,
Governor, Montana Department of Public Health and Human Services, county health department
or the board of trustees. This policy shall terminate, unless further extended, on the earlier of
Tune 30, 2020 or the date upon which all emergency declarations related to COVID-19 that apply
to the district have lawfully expired or have been dissolved.

Cross Reference: Policy 2221 — 2221P — School Closure
Policy 1400 — Board Mectings
Policy 1310 — Policy and Procedure
Policy 1420 — Meeting Procedure

Legal Reference: Executive Orders — 2-2020 and 3-2020 — Office of the Governor and
accompanying Directives
Section 20-9-801-806, MCA — Emergency Schoo! Closure
Section 50-1-202-204, MCA — Public Health Laws

© 2020 MTSBA
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Section 10-3-104, MCA — General Authority of Governor

Policy History:
Adopted on: 3/26/2020
Reviewed on: 3/26/2020
Revised on:  5/5/2020
Terminated on;

© 2020 MTSBA
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Frenchtown School District
STUDENTS 417

Communicable Diseases
Note: For purposes of this policy, the term “communicable disease” refers to the diseases identified in
37.114.203, ARM, Reportable Diseases, with the exception of common colds and flu.

In all proceedings related to this policy, the District will respect a student’s right to privacy.

Although the District is required to provide educational services to all school-age children who reside
within its boundaries, it may deny attendance at school to any child diagnosed as having a communicable
disease that could make a child’s attendance harmful to the welfare of other students. The District also
may deny attendance to a child with suppressed inumunity in order to protect the welfare of that child
when others in a school have an infectious disease, which, although not normally life threatening, could
be life threatening to a child with suppressed immunity.

The Board recognizes that communicable diseases that may afflict students range from common
childhood diseases, acute and short-term in nature, to chronie, life-threatening diseases such as human
immunodeficiency virus (HIV) infection, The District will rely on advice of the public health and
medical communities in assessing the risk of transmission of various communicable diseases to determine
how best to protect the health of both students and staff. :

The District will manage common communicable diseases in accordance with Montana Department of
Public Health and Human Services guidelines and communicable diseases control rules. The District may
temporarily exclude from school attendance a student who exhibits symptoms of a communicable disease
that is readily transmitted in a school sefting,

Students who complain of illness at school may be referred to a school nurse or other responsible person
designated by the Board and may be sent home as soon as a parent or person designated on a student’s
emergency medical authorization form has been notified. The District reserves the right to require a
statement from a student’s primary care provider authorizing a student’s return to school.

When information is received by a staff member or a volunteer that a student is afflicted with a serious
communicable disease, the staff member or volunteer will promptly notify a school nurse or other
responsible person designated by the Board to determine appropriate measures to be taken to protect
student and staff health and safety, A school nurse or other responsible person designated by the Board,
after consultation with and on advice of public health officials, will determine which additional staff
members, if any, have need to know of the affected student’s condition.

Only those persons with direct responsibility for the care of a student or for determining appropriate
educational accommodation will be informed of the specific nature of a condition, if it is determined that
such individuals need to know this information.

The District may notify parents of other children attending a school that their children have been exposed
to a communicable disease without identifying the particular student who has the disease.

Legal Reference: 37.114.101, et seq., ARM Communicable Disease Control

Policy History:
Adoptedon:  11/13/01

Reviewed on:  06/17/2014
Revised on:

© MTSBA 2013
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Frenchtown School District

STUDENTS 3413

page 1 of 2
Student Immunization

'The Board requires all students to present evidence of their having been immunized against the following
diseases: varicella, diphtheria, pertussis (whooping cough), poliomyelitis, measles (rubeola), mumps,
rubella, and tetanus in the manner and with immunizing agents approved by the department.
Haemophilus influenza type “b” immunization is required for students under age five (5).

Upon initial enrollment, an immunization status form shall be completed by the student’s parent or
guardian. The cettificate shall be made a part of the student’s permanent record.

A student who transfers into the District may photocopy immunization records in the possession of the
school of origin. The District will accept the photocopy as evidence of immunization. Within thirty (30)
days after a transferring student ceases attendance at the school of origin, the school shall retain a certified
copy for the permanent record and send the original immunization records for the student to the school
district to which the student transfers. Exemptions from one or more vaccines shall be granted for medical
reasons upon certification by a physician indicating the specific nature and probable duration of the
medical condition for not administering the vaccine(s). Exemptions for religious reasons must be filed
annually, The statement for an exemption shall be maintained as part of the student’s immunization
record. The permanent file of students with exemptions shall be marked for easy identification, should
the Department of Public Health and Human Services order that exempted students be excluded from
school temporarily when the risk of contracting or transmitting a disease exists. Exclusion shall not
exceed thirty (30) calendar days.

The administrator may allow the commencement of attendance in school by a student who has not been
immunized against each disease listed in § 20-5-403, MCA, if that student has received one or more doses
of varicella, polio, measles (rubella), mumps, rubella, diphtheria, pertussis, and tetanus vaccine, except
that Haemophilus influenza type “b” vaccine is required only for children under 5 years of age.

The District shall exclude a student for noncompliance with the immunization laws and properly notify
the parent or guardian. The local health department may seck an injunction requiring the parent to submit
an immunization status form, take action to fully immunize the student, or file an exemption for personal
or medical reasons.

Legal Reference: § 20-3-324(20), MCA Powers and duties
§ 20-5-402 - 410, MCA Health
§ 20-5-403, MCA Immunization required — release and acceptance
of immunization records
§ 20-5-405, MCA. Medical or religious exemption

Policy History:
Adopted on;  11/13/01

Reviewed on; 06/17/2014
Revised on: 10/11/03, 06/15/15

© MTSBA 2013
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Frenchtown School District R
INSTRUCTION 2162

Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 (“Section 504’

It is the intent of the District to ensure that students who are disabled within the definition of
Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 are identified, evaluated, and provided with
appropriate educational services. For those students who need or are believed to need special
instruction and/or related services under Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, the
District shall establish and implement a system of procedural safeguards. The safeguards shall
cover students’ identification, evaluation, and educational placement. This system shall include:
notice, an opportunity for the student’s parent or legal guardian to examine relevant records, an
impartial hearing with opportunity for participation by the student’s parent or legal guardian, and
a review procedure.

Legal Reference: Rehabilitation Act of 1973, Section 504, 29 U.8.C. § 794
ADA Amendments Act of 2008
34 CF.R. §104.1 ef seq. Purpose
34 C.F.R. §104.35 Evaluation and Placement
34 CF.R. §104.36 Procedural safeguards

Policy History:

Adopted on:  11/13/01
Reviewed on: 05/20/2014
Revised on:

© MTSBA. 2013
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Frenchtown School District R
INSTRUCTION 2162P
page 1 of 2

Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 (**Section 504™)

(1) Impartial Due Process Hearing. If the parent or legal guardian of a student who qualifies
under Section 504 for special instruction or related services disagrees with a decision of
the District with respect to: (1) the identification of the child as qualifying for Section
504; (2) the District’s evaluation of the child; and/or (3) the educational placement of the
child, the parents of the student are entitled to certain procedural safeguards. The student
shall remain in his/her current placement until the matter has been resolved through the
process set forth herein.

A,

© MTSBA 2013

The District shall provide written notice to the parent or legal guardian of a
Section 504 student, prior to initiating an evaluation of the child and/or
determining the appropriate educational placement of the child, including special
instruction and/or related services;

Upon request, the parent or legal guardian of the student shall be allowed to
examine all relevant records relating to the child’s education and the District’s
identification, evaluation, and/or placement decision;

The parent or legal guardian of the student may make a request in writing for an
impartial due process hearing. The written request for an impartial due process
hearing shall identify with specificity the areas in which the parent or legal
guardian is in disagreement with the District;

Upon receipt of a written request for an impartial due process hearing, a copy of
the written request shall be forwarded to all interested parties within three (3)
business days;

Within ten (10) days of receipt of a written request for an impartial due process
hearing; the District shall select and appoint an impartial hearing officer who has
no professional or personal interest in the matter. In that regard, the District may
select a hearing officer from the list of special education hearing examiners
available at the Office of Public Instruction, the county superintendent, or any
other person who would conduct the hearing in an impartial and fair manner;

Once the District has selected an impartial hearing officer, the District shall
provide the parent or legal guardian and all other interested parties with notice of
the person selected,

Within five (5) days of the District’s selection of a hearing officer, a prehearing
conference shall be scheduled to set a date and time for a heating, identify the
issues to be heard, and stipulate to undisputed facts to narrow the contested
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factual issues;

H. The hearing officer shall, in writing, notify all parties of the date, time, and
location of the due process hearing;

L Anytime prior to the hearing, the parties may mutually agree to submit the matter
to mediation. A mediator may be selected from the Office of Public Instruction’s
list of trained mediators; '

J. At the hearing, the District and the parent or legal guardian may be represented by
counsel;

K. The hearing shall be conducted in an informal but orderly manner. Either party
may request that the hearing be recorded. Should either party request that the
hearing be recorded, it shall be recorded using either appropriate equipment or a
court reporter. The District shall be allowed to present its case first. Thereafter
the parent or legal guardian shall be allowed to present its case. Witnesses may
be called to testity, and documentary evidence may be admitted; however,
witnesses will not be subject to cross-examination, and the Montana Rules of
Evidence will not apply. The hearing officer shall make all decisions relating to
the relevancy of all evidence intended to be presented by the parties. Once all
evidence has been received, the hearing officer shall close the hearing., The
hearing officer may request that both parties submit proposed findings of fact,
conclusions, and decision;

L. Within twenty (20} days of the hearing, the hearing examiner should issue a
written report of his/her decision to the parties;

M. Appeals may be taken as provided by law. The parent or legal guardian may
contact the Office of Civil Rights, 912 2™ Avenue, Seattle, WA 98714-1099;
(206) 220-7900.

(2)  Uniform Complaint Procedure. If a parent or legal guardian of the student alleges that
the District and/or any employee of the District has engaged in discrimination or
harassment of the student, the parent or legal guardian will be required to proceed
through the District’s Uniform Complaint Procedure.

Legal Reference: 34 C.F.R. 104.36 Procedural safeguards

Procedure History:

Promulgated on: 11/13/01
Reviewed on: 05/20/2014
Revised on:

© MTSBA 2013
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Schools with a Staff/Student with COVID-19: What to Expect/Who
Can Attend?

What will happen when a student/staff tests positive for Covid-19?

The MCCHD is notified of all positive Covid-19 test results for residents living in
Missoula County. MCCHD staff will then contact the positive individual/family and start
an investigation.

The positive individual will be asked to Isolate at home and not be allowed to come to
school or activities until the end of their Isolation period(to be determined by public
health).

Does the School need to Close?

Not necessarily. If the school is able to remove everyone from the areas that need to be
cleaned, the school may clean those impacted areas without closing.

Some students and staff with potential exposure may be asked to temporarily not attend while
the school works with MCCHD to determine who had close contact with the person with a
positive Covid-19 test.

Who will be notified that they were exposed?

All Close Contacts-People who were within 6 feet of the person who tested positive for
15 minutes or more. MCCHD will work with the school to notify these individuals/their
families. People who do not receive a phone call from MCCHD have not been identified
as a close contact.

Above information is gathered by MCCHD staff during their investigation. MCCHD will
work with school staff to get information needed-names and phones numbers of close
contacts.

Who cannot come to the school after someone tests positive for Covid-19?

Students and staff who had close contact with the person who tested positive will heed to stay
home{quarantine) until 14 days after their last contact with the person who tested positive. This
may be a different time for people depending on when they attended or last worked with the
positive person.

A close contact cannot come back early if they have a negative test during the 14 days-they
could still be incubating the virus.



When can samecne who had a positive test return?

e People with a positive test can return when they have been fever-free for 24 hours without
taking fever reducing medication, and it has been at least 10 days since their symptoms started.
This may be shorter than the time a close contact needs to stay at home.

e People with a positive test do not need a negative test to return.

Can siblings/parents of someone who tested positive come to school?

¢ No, siblings and parents would have close contact if living in the same home and must
stay home until they meet MCCHD criteria for returning(the exact timeline will vary by

individual).
Can siblings/parents of a close contact come to school?

* Yes, they were not exposed to someone with Covid-19 so they can still come.
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Frenchtown School District Plans
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FRENCHTOWN
MIDDLE SCHOOL

The goal is to have all students return for face-to-face instruction for the 2020-2021 school year. Everyone
back is where we want to be but we recognize that we will have to comply with and follow the direction from
our governing bodies such as the Missoula County Health Department. There is the possibility that our plans
will change over the next few weeks.

All Students in attendance:

Students will be placed in groups of approxiamately 25/or smaller for most of the academic day
for core classes (Governor Bullock mandates less than 50 students).

Follow established MS class bell schedule (all classes roughly 55 to 60 minutes) — 6% grade will
look different from 7'"/8'" grade.

Elective classes in 7%/8" grade will be assigned and changed quarterly. 6" grade will follow a
different format.

All music classes will be done in a very small group setting. Band and Choir classes will not start
until after Labor Day (this is subject to change).

Limit school supplies to start the school year. Get school supplies on an as needed basis.
Teacher will rotate and students will stay in same classroom for much of the academic day.

The student schedules currently on Infinite Campus will be adjusted to reflect the necessary
changes mentioned above —we hope to have this done before Friday, August 23, 2020.
Teachers will attempt to space desks and students 3 to 6 feet apart whenever possible.

Masks will be required.

Students will hand sanitize in and out of the classrooms.

Protexus sprayers will be used on desks and tables. They use electrostatic technology to coat
surfaces with disinfectant.

Seating charts will be used for all classrooms to help with contract tracing if needed.

Regular lockers and gym lockers will not be issued to avoid large congregations of students.

PE will be outside whenever possible/students will not be expected to dress out.

Lunch for the MS students will be spread out and in several locations. New tables have been ordered
for the lunchroom, pods, gym balconies and outside areas to limit gathering size to 50.

Breakfast will be done in a “Grab and Go,” style and students will eat in 1° period classes.

No Second Chance Breakfast for 7th/8'h Graders.

Chromebook/Computers will be disinfected between student use.

Attendance policy will be reviewed on a case by case basis.

Busing — we are encouraging families to car pool to and from school as much as possible. On the bus
all students will sit as families in assigned seats. Masks are mandatory on the school bus.

Students attending online

Next week the academic plan will be released for online/packet students.



® Please make sure you complete the FTSD back to school questionnaire — it can be found on the
website: www.ftsd.org.

MS Sports

e Current Fall Season Sport Schedules will be modified. The Middles School Football Jamboree,
Middle School Copper League Volleyball tournament, MS Soccer at Fort Missoula, and a couple
of Multi-Team Cross Country races have been cancelled for 2020-2021.

e |tis my hope to have updated Fall Sports Schedules updated by the start of school.

e A mandatory parent/athlete meeting will be help on Monday, August 24, 2020 in the Middle
School Gym. The meetings will be held at 6:00 pm (Last name A to L) and 6:45 pm (Last Name M
to Z). Masks and proper social distancing will be required.

e If you have any questions please email me at the school --- griffina@ftsd.org or call 626-2650.

e Fall Sports are soccer, cross country, volleyball, and football. 6" graders can only participate in
cross country.

Welcome to DragonFly

Parents and Students
Frenchtown Athletics is moving to DragonFly for all online paperwork and
schedules. Please contact the MS office with questions after reading the
following instructions.

1. Download the DragonFly Max app from the App Store or Google Play. Or visit dragonflymax.com and
click ‘Log In/Sign up’ to get started. Parents please use a computer/lap top to initially register students
in Dragonfly — it will really simplify the initial registration.

2. Tap ‘Get Started’ and ‘Sign Up for Free’ then follow the prompts to create your Parent account with
your own email address. Note: Please do not create an account with your child’s name or contact
information - you will get the chance to add your child.

3. Verify your account with the verification ID sent to your email address.

4. Tap ‘Connect to your school’ to select ‘Parent’ as your role and search for your child’s school
(Frenchtown 6-8).

5. After selecting your child’s school, tap ‘Join’ to request access. An administrator at your school will
approve your request.

6. Tap ‘Set up your children’ and follow the prompts to add your kid(s) and fill out their participation
forms.

7. Activity Fees can be paid on RevTrack or check to Frenchtown Middle School for $30.00 for the 2020-
2021 school year.

8. Parents can complete the front page of the MHSA physical and scan in the back page. HOWEVER, the
MS Office will need a hard copy of the physical form before student participation.




FRENCHTOWN SCHOOL DISTRICT

PO BOX 117, FRENCHTOWN, MT 59834

LES MEYER JAKE HAYNES AARCN GRIFFIN RILEY DEVINS
406-626-2600 406-626-2670 406-626-2650 406-626-2622
Fax 406-626-2605 Fax 406-626-2676 Fax 408-626-2654 Fax 406-626-2623

Superintendent High Schoeol Principal Middle School Principal Intermediate Principal
JODI HALL JENNIFER BEMMONS SHAUNA ANDERSON STACIE METHER
4(6-626-2620 406-626-2634 406-626-2706 406-626-2703
Fax 406-626-2625 Fax 406-626-2605 Fax 406-626-2605 Fax 406-626-2605
Elemantary Principal Special Services Caordinator Distrlct Clerk Deputy Clerk

The goal is to have all students return for face to face instruction for the 2020-2021 school year.
Everyone back is where we want to be but we recognize that we will have to comply with and follow
the direction from our governing bodies such as the Missoula County Health Department. This is a
working document and it will change over the next few weeks, Remote Learning options are

available as well.

All Students in attendance

»

YV V¥V VYV VYV VYVVVVVYVY

Follow the established bell schedule (4 class periods per day) with the cancelation of the
M-8 (all peried) day on Mondays to limit contacts and transitions. So A/B rotation 4
periods per day.

Advisory class is canceled (to limit transitions and contacts)

Class sizes will be less than 30 in all classes (governor mandates less than 50)

Teachers will attempt to space desks and students 6 feet apart whenever possible

Masks will be required

Students will hand sanitize in and out of the classrooms

Protexus sprayers will be used on desks and tables. They use electrostatic technology to
coats surfaces with disinfectant.

Seating charts will be used for all classrooms to help with contract tracing if needed
Regular lockers and Gym lockers will not be issued to avoid large congregations of
students

PE will be outside whenever possible

Lunch- students will be spread out. New tables have been ordered for the Lunchroom,
pods, gym balconies and outside areas to limit gathering size to 50.

Lunch-Open Campus to Sophomores

Students will be assigned a Chromebook when possible and they will be disinfected
between use

Attendance policy will be reviewed on a case by case basis

High School students are encouraged to drive whenever possible to alleviate congestion
on the bus system. :

Google Classroom must start day one. All students must be signed up and ready in the event of a

shutdown.

The Montana High School Association activities are still scheduled to begins normal August 14", The



Parent Pick Up/Drop Off and Bus
Schematic
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Health Alert Network

Information Sheet

DATE
March 11, 2020

SUBJECT
Update and Interim Guidance on Outbreak of Coronavirus Disease 2019 (COVID-19)

SITUATION UPDATE

Montana local and state public health officials continue to closely monitor and respond to the COVID-19 outbreak
caused by the novel coronavirus, SARS-CoV-2, Please review the information below and share with relevant partners.
Please keep in mind that infermation is changing quickly.

Epidemiology Update

There are currently zero reported cases of COVID-19 in Montana. However, there has been one Montana resident
visiting Maryland who has tested presumptive positive. The individual is currently hospitalized in Maryland. Maryland
public health officials are investigating possible sources of iliness. At this time, the investigation appears to rule out
Montana as a location of exposure, nor have any close contacts been identified in Montana. More information will be
distributed as it becomes available.

Thirty returning travelers have been monitored since February 1, and 26 have successfully completed the 14-day
monitoring period. Four individuals are currently being monitored. Please find up to date information cn COVID-19 in
Montana at:

https://dphhs.mt.gov/publicheslih/cdepi/diseases/coronavirusmt

For up to date global case numbers:

https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019/situation-reports

For U.S. case numbers:

htips://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/cases-in-us.html

Changdes have occurred concerning the CDC PUI definition: New guidance from CDC on 3/9/2020 expanded the
criteria for COVID-19 assessment and testing to include individuals who are >65 years of age or those who have
underlying conditions that may put them at higher risk for severe disease. We continue to encourage clinicians to use
their clinical jJudgment to determine if a patient has signs and symptoms compatible with COVID-19 and to continue
1o consult with public health to pursue testing.

Laboratory Update

The Montana Public Health Laboratory (MPHL) is conducting testing on patients that meet the guidelines in the
attached CDC HAN message. Although there continues to be national coverage on the shortage of test kits-from CDC,
MPHL is in a good position right now and does not anticipate having issues. However, we continue to ask providers to
be judicious when ordering testing and to work through their local health contacts to assist with assessment and
facllitate patient testing when indicated.
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New guidance under the Emergency Use Authorization (EUA) allows for nasopharyngeal and oropharyngeal swabs to
be placed in the same tube of viral transport media for transport and testing. We will still accept swabs placed in
separate tubes, but to optimize the use of transport media and test kits, using one tube is recommended. All
specimens for COVID-19 testing need to be packed properly, in a box, and shipped in cold condition. Specimens that
may have a delay in transport >72 hours should be frozen and shipped on dry ice,

Specimens received by the MPHL Monday through Friday by 11:00 AM will generally be tested the same day, with
results out by 5:00 PM. Specimens received after 11:00 AM will generally be tested the next business day. Testing
volumes may impact turn-around times, and reporting times may vary.

Please see the attached laboratory fact sheet for mere information on testing and contact information for the MPHL.

EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICES

EMS & Trauma Systems Section will be sending out another summary of CDC COVID-19 guidance this week to all EMS
services. This virus continues to spread rapidly, and even though many sectors of business and the public are
considering ways to isolate, EMS responders will be called to respond to patients with respiratory symptoms and
possibly patients that are suspected of having COVID-19. As with all patients, EMS needs to continue to be diligent
about protecting the patient and themselves by appropriately using protection, including applying a simple surgical
mask to the patient. For suspected COVID-19 patients, providers are recommended to don PPE and consider limiting
the number of responders who have direct contact with the patient. EMS nheeds to continue to monitor current CDC
guidance for EMS at: htths://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hep/guidance-for-ems.html.

Recommendations
Updated PPE recommendations for the care of patients with known or suspected COVID-19:

e Facemasks are an acceptable alternative until the supply chain is restored. Respirators should be prioritized
for procedures that are likely to generate respiratory aerosols, which would pose the highest exposure risk to
HCP.

» Eye protection, gowns, and gloves continue to be recommended. If there are shortages of gowns, they
should be prioritized for aerosol-generating procedures, care activities where splashes and sprays are
anticipated, and high-contact patient care activities that provide opportunities for transfer of pathogens to
the hands and clothing of HCP.

* When the supply chain is restored, fit-tested EMS clinicians should return to use of respirators for patients
with known or suspected COVID-19,

Updated guidance about recommended EPA-registered disinfectants to include reference to a list now posted on the
CDC website,

HOSPITALS

Use of Juvare's EM Resource ~ We are monitoring daily bed census and other inventory statuses that are included.
Please continue to update daily. Regional Healthcare Coalition Coordinators are available to assist with updating
Juvare's EM Resource site. COVID-19 Healthcare Planning Checklist:

hitps://dphhs.mt.gov/Portals/85/publichealth/documents/PHEP/PDR/COVID 19/CVD19HIth PInChist.pdf

PPE Shortage Request Process

We are aware of PPE shortages across the State and Nationally. Unfortunately, Montana, like many other states, is
experiencing the same issues regarding the acquisition of resources. It is important to note that every option for
purchasing, from alternate vendors, is expected to be exhausted since we cannot use our federal funds to supplant
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the normal requirements for a facility to be in business. As of right now, we are pushing for local health departments,
healthcare facilitles, and other health providers to implement the CDC's Strategies for Optimizing N95 masks and to

reach out to the alternate purchasing vendors. | understand you may have attempted/are attempting these two
strategies, thank you.

Since PPE is becoming very difficult to acquire, we are talking with our federal partners about these concerns. At this
time, we currently do not have a significant public health emergency that would qualify the State of Montana to receive
federal assets. If a significant public health event occurs, it may open other federal and state assets that can be
utilized. However, even if we receive inventory from state and federal resources, at this time, please be aware that
due to a limited amount of Inventory (both at the State and Federal level), we at the state must be judicious in how we
determine the need for material. If we sent inventory to everyone, for everyday use, we would be eliminating resources
more quickly, leaving us with nothing for patient care of a highly infectious disease patient.

We would also like to make a clarification about the document we sent out last week labeled “Request Questions for
Medical Materlal.” This document was not intended to sclicit requests, but rather a planning tool for facilities. The
original intent was to provide a checklist of actionable items that need to be taken before a request is to be made.
Additionally, this form was not meant to be used to order additional supplies in preparation for the case. These are

steps that need to be taken to help the State of Montana justify a federal request in the event of a significant public
health event.

PPE Usage Calculator

The link below will take you to a useful tool to determine your PPE needs. Please adjust the sample numbers to
match your own facility/agency information with this Hospital PPE Planning Tool:
https://dphhs.mt.gov/Portals/85/publichealth/documents/PHEP/PDR/COVID19/PPECalc.xlsx

PPE. Usage for Infection Control
Updated PPE recommendations for the care of patients with known or suspected COVID-19:

» Based on local and regional situational analysis of PPE supplies, facemasks are an acceptable alternative
when the supply chain of respirators cannot meet the demand. During this time, available respirators
should be prioritized for procedures that are likely to generate respiratory aerosols, which would pose the
highest exposure risk to HCP.,

o Facemasks protect the wearer from splashes and sprays.
o Respirators, which filter inspired air, offer respiratory protection.

« When the supply chain is restored, facilities with a respiratory protection program should return to the use of
respirators for patients with known or suspected COVID-19. Facilities that do not currently have a respiratory
protection program, but care for patients infected with pathogens for which a respirator is recommended
should implement a respiratory protection program.

» Eye protection, gowns, and gloves continue to be recommended. If there are shortages of gowns, they
should be prioritized for aerosol-generating procedures, care activities where splashes and sprays are
anticipated, and high-contact patient care activities that provide opportunities for transfer of pathogens to
the hands and clothing of HCP.

Included are considerations for designhating entire units within the facility, with dedicated HCP, to care for known or
suspected COVID-19 patients and options for extended use of respirators, facemasks, and eye protection on such
units. Updated recommendations regarding the need for an airborne infection isolation room (AlIR).



Patients with known or suspected COVID-19 should be cared for in a single-person room with the door closed.
Airborne Infection Isolation Rooms (AlIRs) {(See definition of AlIR in appendix) should be reserved for patients
undergoing agrosol-generating procedures (See Aerosol-Generating Procedures Section)

Determine your Conventional, Contingency, Crisis Strategies (Decided by the facility as to which category). Crisis
Standards of Care guidance is available. Alternate Purchasing resources have been provided previously.

Updates to CDC Recommendations

Interim Guidance for Discontinuation of Transmission-Based Precautions and Disposition of Hospitalized Patients with
COVID-19: https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/201.9-ncov/hep/disposition-hospitalized-patients.htm)

Interim Infection Prevention and Control Recommendations for Patients with Suspected or Confirmed COVID-19 in

Healthcare Settings: https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/infection-control/control-recommendations.html

Interim Guidance for Discontinuation of In-Home Isolation for Patients with COVID-19:
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hep/disposition-in-home-patients.html

Other PPE and Infection Control Information
Please see CDC Guidance for infection control for more information:

hitps://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2041.9-ncov/infection-control/control-
recommendations.htm|?CDC AA refVal=hitps%h3A%2F%2 Fwww.cdc.gov¥%2Fcoronavirus%2F2019-
ncovi2Fhep%2Finfection-control.html

CLINICIANS

Recommendations

Clinicians should use their judgment to determine if a patient has signs and symptoms compatible with COVID-19 and
whether the patient should be tested. Most patients with confirmed COVID-19 have developed fever and/or symptoms
of acute respiratory iliness (e.g., cough, difficulty breathing). Priorities for testing may include:
1. Hospitalized patients who have signs and symptoms compatible with COVID-19 in order to inform decisions
related to infection control,
2. Other symptomatic individuals such as, older adults (age 2 65 years) and individuals with chronic medical
conditions and/or an immunocompromised state that may put them at higher risk for poor outcomes (e.g.,
diabetes, heart disease, receiving immunosuppressive medications, chronic lung disease, chronic kidney
disease).
3. Any persons including healthcare personnel, who within 14 days of symptom onset had close contact with
a suspect or laboratory-confirmed COVID-19 patient, or who have a history of travel from affected
geographic areas (see below) within 14 days of their symptom onset.
There are epidemioclogic factors that may also help guide decisions about COVID-19 testing. Documented COVID-19
infections in a jurisdiction and known community transmission may contribute to an epidemiologic risk assessment
to inform testing decisions. Clinicians are strongly encouraged to test for other causes of respiratory iliness (e.g.,
influenza),
Mildly ill patients should be encouraged to stay home and contact their healthcare provider by phone for guidance
about clinical management. Patients who have severe symptoms, such as difficulty breathing, shouid seek care
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immediately. Older patients and individuals who have underlying medical conditions or are immunocompromised
should contact their physician early in the course of even mild iliness.

LONG-TERM CARE

CDEpi has created two posters for long-term care and other facilities to use when enacting visitor restrictions for your
¢onvenience. Interim guidance to prevent COVID-19 introduction into a long-term care facility is available in the
document entitled Interim Additional Guidance for Infection Prevention and Control for Patients with Suspected or
Confirmed COVID-19 in Nursing Homes. The new Interim Infection Prevention and Control Recommendations for
Patients with Suspected or Confirmed Coronavirus Disease 2019 (COVID-19) in Healthcare Settings has been
released and can be found at this link: httos://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/Infection-control/control-
recommendations.html

Recommendations

PPE

See PPE Usagde for Infection Control under the Hospital Section.
Rooming

1. Airborne Infection Isolation Rooms (AlIRs) should be reserved for patients undergoing aerosol-generating
procedures,

2. Patients with known or suspected COVID-19 can be cared for In a single-person room with the door closed.

3. Facilities could consider designating entire units with dedicated HCP to care for those with known or
suspected HCP, which will also help facilitate the extended use of respirators, facemasks, and eye
protection.”

Additional Considerations

See the Additional considerations during times of widespread community transmission section of Interim Infection
Prevention and Conirol Recommendations for Patlents with Suspected or Confirmed Coronavirus Disease 2019
(COVID-19) in Healthcare Settings (URL above) for additional language regarding the minimizing exposure and visitor
sections,

LOCAL PUBLIC HEALTH DEPARTMENTS

Recommendations

Please share the information in this HAN with your local partners.
SCHOOLS

Recommendations

Guidance for administrators of US childcare programs and K-12 schools. CDC has provided this guidance to help
administrators of public and private childcare programs and K-12 schools prevent the spread of COVID-19 among
students and staff.

GENERAL INFORMATION

Recommendations



Environmental cleaning and disinfection recommendations. This guidance provides recommendations the
cleaning and disinfection of rooms or areas of those with suspected or with confirmed COVID-19 have
visited.

Information on municipal water and COVID-19. The COVID-19 virus has not been detected in drinking water.
Conventional water treatment methods that use filtration and disinfection should remove or inactivate the
virus that causes COVID-19, This page highlights current information on “Drinking Water, Recreational

Water and Wastewater: What you need to know".

Mass gatherings. Guidance is now avaflable that is Intended for organizers and staff responsible for planning
mass gatherings or large community events in the United States. For more information regarding planning
considerations for this topic, please see Get Your Mass Gatherings or Large Community Events Ready for
Coronavirus Disease 2019,




DPHHS Technical Guidance for COVID-19: Specimen Collection

How do | order a COVID-19 PCR test?

* You must first consult with local and/or
state public health prior to ordering any
testing,

* Once approved, the state public health
laboratory will walk you through the
ordering process.

Timing of Specimen Collection

Specimens should he collected as soon as
patient is identified as a suspected
COVID-19 case regardless of symptom
onset,

Specimen Types

Coliect a nasopharyngeal and
oropharyngeal swab using only those with
a synthetic tip (e.g., polyester, dacron) and
an aluminum or plastic shaft.

*Place both swabs into a single tube of viral
transport media or universal transport media.

Do not use swabs with cotton tips and
wooden shafts or swabs made of calcium
alginate.

A sputum sample may be collected if the
patient has a productive cough and placed in a
sterile container, Induction of sputum is not
recommended.

Specimen Storage

Refrigerate all specimens promptly after
collection. Specimens should be shipped
within 72 hours of collection on cold packs.
Only freeze if transport will be over 72 hours.

Specimen Labeling and Documentation

All specimens must be labeled with:

*Patient name and a unique identifier,
such as medical record # or date of birth
*Specimen type
*Date collected
For more information please visit

pliieTieatth
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How de I fill out the requisition?

Use MTPHLs standard Public Health Laboratory
Request Form and write COVID-19 test in the
"Comments" section,

Be sure to fill out all Patient Information and
Specimen Details, including Date of Onset,

When are results available?

PCR results are typically available the same day
the specimen is received at MTPHL Mon—Fri.
STAT weekend testing is available upon
consultation.

If the specimens need to be submitted to CDC,
the results should be available within 3-days of
receipt.

How do | transport the specimen to the
laboratory?

» Once approved, the specimens may be
transported by courier or overnight by
FedEx or UPS

» Specimens must be placed into a box,
packaged as Category B and sent in cold

condition.
Safety Note

Health care personnel collecting clinical
samples from potentially infectious patients
should follow infection prevention and céntrol
recommendations.

Sample processing should be performed in at
least a Class Il biological safety cabinet
following a minimum of biosafety level 2
guidelines. Please refer to the CDC website for
specimen handling and biosafety guldelines.

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-
nCoV/lab/index.htmi

Who should | contact for testing information?

=  MTPHL lab toll free number 1-800-821-
7284

» Collection supplies available upon regquest.

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-nCoV/lab/guideiines-clinical-specimens.html



f you have an urgent visitation nee
lease contact:

Visitation for special events, such as
birthdays, may be considered after
consultation with facility staff.




Our resident and staff members' health and safety are our
priority. Thank you in advance for your understanding.




