
 

3 . 1 5 . 2 0 2 2   P a g e  1 | 5 

 

Frenchtown School Board of Trustees Meeting 

March 15, 2022 at 7:00 p.m. 

Middle School Shared Common Area 

 

I. Call to Order: The Regular School Board Meeting was called to order by Board Chair Jami Romney 

FitzGerald.  Trustees Gordon Schmill, Bryce Simpson, Shiloh Lucier, Noah Peters, Jami Wright and Debbie 

Lester were in attendance.  Also in attendance were Superintendent Les Meyer, Principals Jodi Hall, Riley 

Devins, Aaron Griffin and Jake Haynes, Assistant Principal/Activities Director Kipp Lewis, Special 

Services Coordinator Jennifer Demmons and District Clerk Shauna Anderson.   

II. Pledge of Allegiance: The meeting opened with the pledge at 7:00 p.m. 

 

III. Board Recognition – none. 

 

IV. Public Comment Period – none.  
 

V. Individuals and Delegations to Address the Board 

A. Student Council:  Student Council Representatives Kellen Klimpel and Connor Michaud talked about 

upcoming activities such as Spring Fling week, including the kickball tournament, dress up days, a bar-

b-que at the softball tournament and possible dance.  Also discussed was a possible friendly “Golden 

Horseshoe” competition with Hamilton.   

B. Frenchtown Community Coalition:  FCC Representative Reagan Mecham discussed an upcoming 

parent and community presentation by Laura Stack on “The Dangerous Truth About Today’s 

Marijuana: Johnny’s Life and Death Story”.  FCC Representative Mecham encouraged all to attend this 

presentation.  Other upcoming events are sticker shock this weekend and summer conference.   

 

VI. Staff Presentation – none. 

 

VII. Approval of Minutes 

Shiloh Lucier made a motion to approve the minutes as presented. Gordon Schmill seconded the motion.  

Public discussion – none.  Board discussion – none.  Unanimous. 

VIII. Administrative Reports 

Highlights of the administrative reports were 1) Maintenance Supervisor Sean Mecham discussed south 

campus water issues, where the electrical line has degraded and has interrupted service.  The spring and 

summer project list is being prepared.  The roofing project will be completed as the weather improves, and 

staffing has improved with recent hires and student workers.  Questions were asked about the power to the 

water pump and possible solutions.  2) Technology Coordinator Arron Rowan stated that IT is managing 

the ticket loads and is in the process of printer replacements.  Discussion was held regarding Promethean 

boards and replacing aging smart boards and projectors.  Questions were asked about the length of time it 

takes to get the Prometheans installed and operational.  3) Special Services Coordinator Jennifer Demmons 

discussed dyslexia screening and included an informational document regarding the same in the board 

packet.  Board and public questions regarded screening for grade levels and parental notification.  Principal 

Jake Haynes talked about the Stock Market/Economics class at the High School, where the students play a 

mock stock market game, research, select and track their stocks.  This is sponsored by Glacier Bank and 

the students can earn money as well as learning financial literacy.  This is an excellent example of how 

teachers are engaging students at the high school.  Activities Director/Assistant Principal Kipp Lewis spoke 

about scheduling for next school year, changes in Class A and the success of winter post season.  He 

acknowledged wrestlers, swimming and recently announced basketball all conference and all state 

selections.  Board Chair Jami Romney FitzGerald read the names of the wrestlers earning honors and 

acknowledged swimmer Addyson Lewis for her success at state.  Questions were asked regarding 

participation numbers at the Middle School.  Principal Aaron Griffin indicated record number of MS 

students are participating in track this spring.  The 8th grade Computer Applications class is learning 
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personal budgets, taxes and cost of living exercises.  Also discussed was the size of classes in the Middle 

School and the challenges associated with large classes.  Questions were asked about out of district students 

and the capacity allowed at the Middle School.  Music Teacher Karolei Petroff spoke about the recent Youth 

Sing event, where over 200 are students came to Frenchtown for a choral festival and concert.  Principal 

Riley Devins acknowledged the event and the success of the day.  Students attended the recent HS Boys 

Basketball state tournament game as a group and supported the Broncs.  Parents and the Frenchtown PTA 

provided donations to help cover the cost of attending this game.  Board comments included how loud and 

exciting it was to see the student support for the team.    Principal Jodi Hall discussed the focus of the year 

being “Rise Up” and the positive messaging events and activities this year.  Spring concerts are coming up 

in May, as well as the Kindergarten Round Up, where it is expected to have a large kindergarten enrollment 

for next school year. Questions were asked about the “what I need” time in Kindergarten for everything 

from intervention to enrichment.  4) Superintendent Les Meyer talked about position vacancies, MTSBA 

trainings and upcoming meetings regarding the Crossroads model.  Two trustee seats are up for election 

and we have six interested candidates to date.  Declaration of Intent and Oath of Candidacy forms must be 

filed with the District Clerk’s office by March 24, 2022.  Also discussed was the March 9th state basketball 

game, which was a great display of school spirit.  Superintendent Meyer thanked donors, parents, PTA, bus 

drivers, paras, staff and students for this and would like this type of event to be the norm, not the exception.  

It completed summed up “We Are Frenchtown” and showed that we cannot miss any opportunity “to be 

awesome”.    

 

IX. Business 

A.  Old Business 

1) Information/Discussion: Update on Preliminary Budget Figures for 2022-2023 

Superintendent Les Meyer discussed the Preliminary Budget Data Sheet and general fund budget 

limits provided by the OPI for the 2022-2023 school year.  He discussed impacts to the general 

fund budget such as staff salary cost increases, insurance increases and inflation, utility costs and 

fuel increases that are challenging to the District general fund. 

2) Review/Action: Operational Mill Levy Request 

Superintendent Les Meyer discussed challenges facing the District with recent and steady growth, 

including funding for student programs, staffing needs, and innovative education programs 

Frenchtown is hoping to expand.  This is a difficult decision, however, as needs rise the 

recommendation is to adopt a resolution to propose an increase in local taxes to support the general 

fund in the amount of $536,000 on the May ballot.  Debbie Lester made a motion to approve the 

resolution as recommended.  Noah Peters seconded the motion.  This adoption is also recommended 

by the finance committee.  Public discussion – regarding whether this levy request will be on the 

ballot, which is May, 2022.  The District will also have Zoom meetings and question/answer 

sessions and information available to the public prior to the election.  Board discussion – regarding 

the committee support for the levy at this time.  Questions were asked of Business Manager Shauna 

Anderson regarding tax impact of the levy on our taxpayers and how growth in Frenchtown will 

reduce the impact of this levy to the taxpayers over time.  Unanimous.   

B.  New Business 

Vice Chair Gordon Schmill made a motion to move items 6) Girls Wrestling and 7) Boys Baseball 

up on the agenda.  Shiloh Lucier seconded the motion.  Public discussion – none.  Board discussion 

– none.  Unanimous. 

6) Review/Action: Girls Wrestling 

Activities Director/Assistant Principal Kipp Lewis discussed the proposal included in the board 

packet regarding the girls wrestling program.  The program was approved on a two-year trial in 

2020.  AD Lewis recommended Option 1, which is to split the boys and girls program continuing 

with a fully funded girls team and dedicated coaching staff.  Costs for this program were discussed, 

as well as interest levels and events scheduled.  AD Lewis explained Title IX considerations and 

the need to have parity between boys and girls athletic offerings.  Debbie Lester made a motion to 

approve Option 1 as recommended.  Gordon Schmill seconded the motion.  Public discussion – 
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member of the public Jesse Kurpius discussed the growth in youth wrestling and how good it is to 

see the number of girls participating.  There is a lot of talent and participation coming in the future.  

Board discussion – regarding the Title IX compliance and how the District can use proportionality 

(equity in participation numbers) to remain in compliance for a limited period of time.  The addition 

of boys baseball will bring the District in compliance.  Unanimous. 

7) Review/Action: Boys Baseball 

Activities Director/Assistant Principal Kipp Lewis discussed the proposal for adding boys baseball 

for the 2022-2023 school year at the high school.  AD Lewis recommended Option #1, which 

supported adopting baseball with funding by the district. The Missoula Paddleheads has generously 

offered their game field and assistance with the program start up.  Discussion was held regarding 

the costs of the program and its significant impact to the general fund budget.  Questions were 

asked regarding equipment needs, practice facility locations and startup costs.  Debbie Lester made 

a motion to approve Option 1 as outlined in the proposal.  Shiloh Lucier seconded the motion.  

Public discussion – many community members spoke in favor of the proposal.  Rebecca Anciaux 

a parent and also representative from the Paddleheads organization discussed their support of this 

program and the Frenchtown is the only school to reach out to the Paddleheads for help.  The 

Paddleheads are willing to help with game field access, assistance with finding deals on equipment 

and uniforms, coaching assistance.  Student Noah Gibbs expressed his desire to play for 

Frenchtown and how adding baseball will give him a chance to compete again after injury.   Chad 

Walker discussed the HS baseball level and the with only one legion team in the area how it is 

difficult for players to continue at this level without the high school opportunity.  Chris Mitchell 

started the competitive Sluggers program and believes adding a HS program will see numbers rise 

and competition levels improve with the Sluggers as a feeder program.  Brad Waln discussed the 

success of the softball program and sees this as an opportunity for boys as well.  It will also offer 

the boys the opportunity to participate in HS baseball as well as other sports in the summer.  Jodell 

Rodoni spoke about community involvement and support for the 270 players signed up for little 

league.  Principal Jake Haynes discussed the importance of sports with student academic success.  

Principal Aaron Griffin acknowledged the supportive group of parents and community members in 

Frenchtown.  Trustee Simpson stated that is was good to see the momentum of this program, with 

the main concern regarding funding.  Responses were all regarding community support.  Mandi 

Klimpel felt the lower senior baseball field can be used and will not cost the District additional 

funds to begin the program.  Superintendent Meyer commented that baseball is not tied to the 

upcoming mill levy request.  If the mill levy fails, the district will then make the program work, 

with help.  More discussion was held regarding the ability to start the program.  The Missoula 

Paddleheads is a tremendous resource for the District.  Vice Chair Schmill felt this will be a 

successful program for Frenchtown.  Trustee Wright indicated that questions must be asked about 

cost due to the growth of the school and many financial considerations facing the board of trustees, 

understanding that the community will provide added support.  Trustee Lester explained how she 

has been asking for baseball for ten years and would like to acknowledge her board colleagues for 

their thoughtful questions and consideration.  Trustee Lester felt that the timing with the mill levy 

request is concerning and hoped the community members in attendance will support the District 

proposal and be ambassadors for the mill levy.  Unanimous.           

 

Back to item 1) on the agenda. 

 

1) Review/Action: MOU – Frenchtown Classified Association 

A meeting was held with the negotiations committee and FCA President Quincy Green regarding 

staffing issues with some classified positions.  Proposed was a .50/per hour increase to hours 

worked for classified employees for the remainder of the school year.   Bryce Simpson made a 

motion to approve the MOU with the Frenchtown Classified Association as recommended by the 

negotiations committee.  Shiloh Lucier seconded the motion.  Public discussion – none.  Board 

discussion – regarding overtime rates for this worked time.  Unanimous. 
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2) Information/Discussion: Advanced Opportunities Grant 

The District applied for and received Advanced Opportunity Aid in the amount of $31,764.84.  

Superintendent Les Meyer discussed the purpose of the funding and how it will be utilized to 

support CTE courses in the District. 

3) Review/Action: Hiring Staff 

Superintendent Les Meyer recommended the following for hire: Alexandra Martyn, Custodian; 

Mel Blanchard, Middle School Wrestling; Marshall Bean, full time Custodian 6/1/22; Carmen 

Arriaga, Substitute Teacher; Christine Bearden, Bus Driver and Playground Aide; Morgan 

Simonson, Bus Driver; Sarah Drew, School Psychologist; Rachelle Sargent, Paraprofessional.  

Bryce Simpson made a motion to approve the hires as listed.  Gordon Schmill seconded the motion.  

Public discussion – none.  Board discussion – none.  Unanimous. 

4) Information/Discussion: Resignations 

The resignations of Bus Driver Helen Weller, FCS Teacher Jolene O’Neal, Transportation Director 

Tucker Eslinger and Math Counts Advisor Lori Quinn were discussed.   Also discussed was the 

retirements of Industrial Technology Teacher Dave Duhame and Spanish Teacher Elizabeth 

Delaney, both long time teachers with Frenchtown High School who will be missed. 

5) Review/Action: Bus Route Change 

Superintendent Les Meyer recommended approval of bus routes 8 to 8B and SPED18 to SPED18B 

due to new drivers on the routes.  Jami Wright made a motion to approve the bus route changes as 

listed.  Bryce Simpson seconded the motion.  Public discussion – none.  Board discussion – none.  

Unanimous. 

 

See agenda items 6) and 7) above. 

 

8) Review/Action: Approve Purchases 

Superintendent Les Meyer recommended approving the purchases for Dell Optiplex replacement 

desktops from STS Education for $21,270, technology filter subscriptions from Lightspeed for 

$16,850, and 12 Promethean boards from STS Education to replace aging smart boards for $43,188. 

Questions were asked about the length of time it takes to install the new Promethean boards.  Shiloh 

Lucier made a motion to approve the purchases as recommended.  Jami Wright seconded the 

motion.  Public discussion – none.  Board discussion – none.  Unanimous. 

9) Review/Action: Notice and Adoption of Non-Voted Levies 

Business Manager Shauna Anderson discussed Board Policy 1014FE and Montana Code requiring 

the Board of Trustees to adopt a notice of intent to impose a change in the dollars and mills in non-

voted funds for FY23 budget.  Senate Bill 307 was discussed, the reasons for the notice, 

transparency considerations and variables regarding these estimates.  Discussion was held 

regarding the proposed notice, the upcoming mill levy request and the changes to the estimates 

anticipated for the FY23 budget cycle.  Debbie Lester made a motion to approve the required 

resolution of intent for funds with non-voted levies as presented in option 1.  Shiloh Lucier 

seconded the motion.  Public discussion – community member Chris Kaneff thanked Business 

Manager Anderson for the information.  Board discussion – regarding the motion, and transparency 

considerations for this notice requirement.  Additional discussion was held regarding levy change 

estimates and how this will change with the passage of the mill levy proposed in May 2022.  

Unanimous. 

10) Review/Action: Set dates for building visits regarding maintenance and custodial and the current 

upkeep and status of buildings 

Superintendent Les Meyer recommended a walk-through of the facility prior to the next regularly 

scheduled board meeting.  Available dates were discussed among board members, with March 25, 

2022 being preferred.  The walk through was scheduled for 2:00 p.m. on March 25, 2022. 

  

X. Policy Review – none. 
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XI. Approval of Warrants/Approval of Financial Report 
Jami Wright made a motion to approve the warrants and financial reports as presented.  Shiloh Lucier 

seconded the motion.  Public discussion – none.  Board discussion – none. Unanimous. 

 

XII. Committee Reports 
A. Policy (Shiloh Lucier, Jami Wright, Noah Peters) 

B. Insurance (Debbie Lester, Gordon Schmill, Bryce Simpson) 

C. Negotiations/Labor Relations (Jami Romney FitzGerald, Gordon Schmill & Bryce Simpson)  

D. Transportation (Debbie Lester & Bryce Simpson)   

E. Safety (Gordon Schmill & Bryce Simpson)  

F. School Improvement/Goals Committee (Jami Romney FitzGerald, Bryce Simpson & Noah Peters) 

G. Ad Hoc Committees – IT (Jami Romney FitzGerald & Jami Wright), Facilities – (Jami Romney 

FitzGerald, Gordon Schmill, & Bryce Simpson), Curriculum/Professional Development (Jami Romney 

FitzGerald & Noah Peters), Academic Achievement – (Shiloh Lucier, Noah Peters & Jami Wright), 

Wellness (Jami Romney FitzGerald & Shiloh Lucier). 

 

XIII. Correspondence 
A. The Board received thank you notes from elementary students. 

 

XIV. Board Recognition (Recommendation) 
Board members asked for basketball recognition at the next board meeting. 

 

XV. Adjournment 

 

ADJOURNED 10:31 p.m. 

 

 

Approved:  April 19, 2022 

 

 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

 

/s/ Gordon Schmill       /s/ Shauna Anderson  

Board Vice Chair       District Clerk 


