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Crawford Public Schools October 2021 2nd Quarter Issue 

Newsletter 

 

High School Winter Sports Practices  

will begin on Monday, November 15. 

 

Head Coaches: 

BBB - Rick Barry 

GBB - Rick Barry 

WRESTLING - Jim Welling 
 

JH Wrestling and Girls Basketball started 

practice on Monday, October 18. JH Boys 

Basketball will begin on Tuesday, January 4. 

 

Please refer to the school’s website at 

https://www.cpsrams.org/ for additional 

information on upcoming sports and     

activities. 

Winter Athletics 

Front Row (l-r): Jessica Whetham, Jazlyn Reitz, Fayda Weaver, Diane Reynoldson, Dianna 

McConnell, Karin Kriz, JoAnn Neel, Starr Rozmiarek,  and Misty Lemmon 

2nd Row (l-r): Madison Hinshaw, Sheryl Cozad, Christy Cooper, Tracy Reyes, Brenda 

Vogl, Kelly Cooper, Lora Andersen, Brittany McKillip, Keri Homan, Julie Van Beek, &              

Billie Wasserburger 

3rd Row (l-r): Angie Allen, Mariah Nelson, Darin Lovercheck, David Keim, Eric Snitily,   

Kerry Morava, Jeanne Osmotherly, Kelsey Riesen, Mandy Morava, Tobie Underwood, & 

Autumn Mader 

4th Row (l-r): Deron Meyer, Nathan Kackmeister, John Jones, Mo Hanks,                     

Robert Osmotherly, Ryan Osmotherly, John Lemmon, & Rick Barry 

Not Pictured: Amanda Dubbs, Carolyn Erixson, Martina Juhlin, Bryttnee Lemmon,  

Teresa McGinnis, DeLisa Olson, & Kat Rischling 
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Busy Start to the 2021-22 School Year 

It has been busy here at Crawford Jr/ Sr High School. Homecoming was the 

week of Oct. 4-9, with the Homecoming Dance being held on Saturday,    

October 9. Each day had a dress-up theme and there were several activities 

after school: powder puff volleyball and football; snake dance and bonfire; and 

a movie in the gym. The students have been working hard in their classes and 

1st quarter ended on October 15. The students completed MAPs Growth 

Assessments in Math, Reading, Language Usage, and Science so we can track 

their growth and proficiency throughout the year. The students will complete 

the assessments again in December and for a third time in the Spring. 

Ms. Cooper will be taking students to the National FFA Convention in Indianapolis, Indiana for    

several days of activities. The fall sports seasons for volleyball, football, and cross country are   

wrapping up and everyone is gearing up for a great season of winter sports, basketball and wrestling. 

Actors, actresses, crew, and directors have started to rehearse for the One Act competitions this 

fall. Their play is called “Necklace.” The National Honor Society has put together activities and 

theme dress-up days for Red Ribbon Week to raise awareness of how drinking alcohol and using 

drugs can affect people's lives. We have grouped students across grade levels into Herds to help 

build relationships and a sense of belonging throughout the school. Each secondary Herd has a   

partner Herd in the elementary school and they will have joint activities throughout the school year. 

Another program we have revitalized this year is Positive Behavior Interventions and Support (PBIS). 

PBIS focuses on positive expectations for the students. On Thursday, November 11, we will host a 

Veterans Day Program, and the public is invited to attend the program. Please log onto our website, 

cpsrams.org, for event dates and more information. I love to share what our students and the 

school are doing, so if you have some time and want to visit, my door is always open.  

As always, IT’S A GREAT DAY TO BE A RAM!!! 

Darin J. Lovercheck 

Secondary Principal 

Crawford Public Schools  

Mr. Darin Lovercheck 

7-12 Principal 

 Recently, the elementary staff 

met to choose Rams of the 

Quarter.  The following      

students were selected based 

on their RAMS Expectations, 

Academics, and Attendance.  

AM PK ........................... Conrad Grant 

PM PK ................................ Riley Snitily 

Kindergarten ................. Barrett Vogel 

1st Grade .................... Sawyer Moody 

2nd Grade .................. Hayden Gilliam 

3rd Grade ...........................Ben Garvin 

4th Grade ...................... Tallee Rudloff 

5th Grade ........................ Bella Turner 

6th Grade ......................... Joe Lambert  
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Back to School Open House  

First week of School 

PBIS Implementation 

Mission of the Week 

Ram Round Up 

Parent/Teacher Conferences 

Student and Teacher Goals 

DIBELS and  MAPs Testing 

Field Trips 

Homecoming Week 

Introduction of Herds 

Selection of Student Leadership Team 

Report Cards 

Mrs. Keri Homan, PK-6 Principal 

    Crawford Elementary School has been 

checking things off our list left and right 

during the first quarter. 
   

Dear Crawford Elementary Families, 
 

    First and foremost, we would like to 

extend a big thank you on behalf of the           

Administration and faculty for having a 

successful 1st Quarter. The Second Quar-

ter is off to a great start and the end of the 

first semester will be here before we know 

it.  We are looking forward to many new 

and exciting learning opportunities as the 

year progresses!  

    This year we implemented PBIS (Positive Behavior Interventions and Supports). We started by teaching, practicing, and 

reinforcing expectations throughout the building.  Each area of the day has specific expectations. We spent time learning 

what those expectations were and students are held accountable no matter where they are in the building and what time 

of day it is. Our expectations are categorized into the following big ideas:  Respect, Accountability, Maximizing Effort, and 

Safety, which spell out RAMS! The second part of PBIS is to reward/recognize students who are meeting those             

expectations.  Students can earn Ram Tickets from staff members when they are doing the right thing and/or going above 

and beyond!  There are certificates and incentives that the students can earn as they accumulate tickets.  So far we have 

had students who have used the tickets to spend time with the principal, bring a stuffed animal to school, wear a hat for a 

day, not wear shoes for a day, and decorate a bulletin board...Some students elect to save tickets in order to purchase  

larger prizes. 
 

    Another new initiative at Crawford Elementary School is our Herds. The idea of Herds is to give our students a special 

group to belong to, adults to connect to, and provide team building activities that are fun, and foster collaboration        

between buildings to increase school spirit. All students have been divided into groups that include all grade levels and  

different staff members. Older students are able to take on leadership roles with younger students. The Herds created a 

name, symbol, character trait, cheers, and a banner to represent themselves. These will be shared with the rest of the 

school at Ram Round-Up. The Elementary Herds also have a corresponding herd from the JH/HS. The herds will combine 

for special activities throughout the year. This will also help with the transition between buildings because students moving 

into Junior High will already be familiar with some of the staff members and older students. 
 

    Throughout the year it is important to assess our students in academic areas. At the elementary level, we do DIBELS 

Reading, and MAPs in the areas of Reading, Language Usage, Math, and Science. Teachers use the data to guide instruction 

for the students.  We repeat both of these tests in the Winter and Spring to allow us to make instructional decisions based 

on the needs of our kids. After completing MAPs, we recognized students who showed the most improvement from Fall of 

2020 to Fall of 2021. We also recognized students who scored highest in their class and/or at or above the 90%. Students 

were given certificates and many were also given coupons for free ice cream donated by Q’s Dairy Sweet. 
 

    If you haven't received them yet, report cards will be arriving in your mailbox.  Be sure to check us out on Facebook 

@crawfordelementaryschool to see what’s going on at Crawford Elementary School during the second quarter.   

 

Remember, Always be yourself.  Unless you can be a RAM.  Then, ALWAYS BE A RAM!  
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Meet Our Current Elementary Student Teachers From CSC 

My name is JoAnn Neel, and I grew up in McCook Nebraska. Back home I live with 

my parents and younger brother who is a senior this year. I am an animal lover and 

have quite the ‘petting zoo’ back home! My horses, dogs, goats, ducks, and cat keep 

life interesting! Over the past three and a half years at CSC, I have worked as a   

Resident Advisor, became involved with campus ministry, joined The Big Event Staff, 

Cardinal Key Honor Society, and spend every Sunday night at Night of Country 

Swing. I love being involved and meeting new people! 

 

I came to love the school environment and teaching through my time spent in 4-H, 

sports, and clubs while assisting and teaching youth. I am so grateful to be student 

teaching this fall at Crawford Public Schools. I will be graduating from Chadron State 

College in December with my Elementary Education Degree. I spent the first quarter in the Kindergarten 

room with Mrs. Riesen. The second quarter I can be found in the sixth-grade room with Mrs. McKillip! I am 

excited to meet and get to know more of the students for the remainder of my time here in Crawford.  

My name is Katarina Rischling. I am from Chadron, Nebraska and 

have lived there my entire life. I am a college student at Chadron 

State College and I am completing my student teaching placement 

at Crawford Public Schools. I am in the Third Grade classroom 

with Mrs. McConnell.  

A little bit about me: I have a husky/aussie dog named Kodiak. He is 

full of energy and keeps me and my husband on our toes. I love to 

read and binge watch shows on different streaming platforms. 

When I am not doing homework or reading, I can be found playing 

outside with my dog or taking my dog on walks. I hope to get    

better at  cooking, but a Crockpot is my life saver. I will be here 

for the entire year and I am enjoying my time at Crawford Public 

Schools. I am very grateful for this opportunity and look forward to 

the rest of the year.  

Miss JoAnn Neel 

Kindergarten/6th Grade 

School Phone Numbers 

District Office ............................ 308-665-1537 

High School Office .................... 308-665-1531 

Elementary Office .................... 308-665-1928 

High School Fax ........................ 308-665-1483 

Elementary Fax ........................ 308-665-1909 

School Website .......................... cpsrams.org 

Mrs. Katraina “Kat” Rischling 

3rd Grade/2nd Grade 
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Information from the Counselor 

The first part of this year has been a little crazy, but fun 

crazy! In elementary, I am working with the teachers and 

the Second Step Program to hopefully help students learn 

how to: be better learners, know & manage emotions, 

and how to build friendships. These are all things that take 

time and we will all be always learning. Oct 25-29 we will 

be doing Red Ribbon week mostly in the elementary but 

also with JH/HS students that want to participate. During 

this week, we will talk about how we can be drug free 

and stand up against bullying. The National Honor Society 

and the Elementary Leadership Team will be helping with 

this week.  

 

In 6-12 grades, we have been talking a lot about life after 

high school. Whether that is going straight into the  

workforce or heading to college. I am so thankful to the 

teachers that have allowed me to come into the upper 

classes once or twice a month to really help our students 

focus on college and career readiness.  

 

I also want to thank the parents of my JH/HS school     

students in allowing them to go on field trips and college 

visits. One week in October we focused on Seniors    

applying to colleges, but the whole JH/HS was able to get 

involved too. Seniors were able to visit both CSC & 

WNCC and many good conversations about future plans 

were had this week. Earlier in the year, a couple teachers 

and I took our eligible freshmen and sophomores to CSC 

for a Connecting the Dots event. This event gave these 

students an opportunity to see what post high school life 

could look like. They also did an interest inventory with 

them.  

 

Overall, It has been very cool to see the implementation 

of PBIS and how that has impacted both the elementary, 

junior high, and high school students. I have seen an    

increase in motivation to want to do things the RAMS 

way! We also have both an elementary and a JH/HS    

advisory committee made up of different students, the 

principals, the superintendent and myself. This is for us to 

get the students perspectives on how things are going at 

Crawford Public Schools. 

 

Professionally, I have loved getting to know the students 

better and better throughout my year and a quarter here. 

I am looking forward to continuing to help students with 

emotional regulation and college/career readiness. There 

are some upcoming events and things to implement that I 

am really looking forward to helping out with at CPS. I am 

thankful for the different trainings that I have/will be able 

to attend. If anyone has any service projects for our    

National Honor Society members to do, please let me 

know.  I am always open to chatting or hearing new ideas, 

so please feel free to contact me at:                                                                                        

mariah.nelson@cpsrams.org  

Ms. Mariah Nelson 

K-12 Counselor 

mailto:mariah.nelson@cpsrams.org
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 Positive Behavior Interventions and Supports 

Elementary Expectation Matrix 
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Elementary Expectations...Continued 

Our 4th, 5th, and 6th grade students had the opportunity to 

apply for the Student Leadership Team. Students wanting to 

participate had to fill out an application, get teacher recommen-

dations, get letters of recommendation from community    

members or others who know them outside of school, and get 

parent permission. We were very impressed with our         

candidates this year. Thus far they have shared great ideas and 

we look forward to seeing what they do for our school this 

year. They will be helping Mrs. Homan with Ram Round-Up on 

Mondays and have several other community service projects in 

the works. These students also helped organize activities for 

Red Ribbon Week and Halloween! 

Student Leadership Team (l-r): Lizzy Lambert,           

Mason Mader, Aiden Streety, Ava Campbell, Noah Summers, 

Skyler Edelman, Amelia Betson, Avery Mallery,                   

Chloe Wasserburger, Kylee Osmotherly, and Allison Allen 
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Positive Behavior Interventions and Supports 

High School Expectation Matrix 
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Positive Behavior Interventions and Supports 

High School Expectatios Continued 

On Thursday, November 11, 2021, Crawford Public Schools is 

honored to be hosting a Veterans Day program to recognize 

and commemorate the courage of our brave men and women 

who proudly served our nation. In addition to the program, 

Crawford Public Schools has also invited all veterans to join us 

for lunch before the program. Lunch will be ham and cheesy 

potato casserole and will be served from 11:00-12:45, with the 

program following in the high school auditorium about 1:10 pm.  

  

A tentative agenda for the program will include guest speakers 

from the Crawford American Legion, a flag burning         

demonstration to properly dispose of retired American flags, 

performances by the Crawford Elementary and High School 

choirs, and a video presentation to honor local veterans.  

 

 In years past, our program has been truly blessed with inspiring 

guest speakers including veterans who served in WWII, Korea, 

Vietnam, and the Persian Gulf War. This year is just as      

promising. As always, it is a huge privilege for our school to be 

able to promote this program and we are humbled with the 

turnout each year. Thank you again to all of the brave men and 

women who have served our great nation. Your sacrifices and 

courage will not be forgotten. You are all true American     

heroes.  
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     TeamMates is a school-based mentoring    

program that was started by former Nebraska 

Head Football Coach, Tom Osborne, and his wife 

Nancy in 1991.  

     Mentors come to school and meet with their 

mentee either at lunch time or when it is conven-

ient for the mentor. Students in grades 3-12 are 

eligible for the program and it would be great to 

have a mentor for all students. However, the 

greatest obstacle is getting enough adults to serve 

as mentors. If you are interested in becoming a  

mentor and/or would like more information, you 

can contact one of the board members 

listed above or contact TeamMates at 

teammates.org 

     The mission of TeamMates is to         

positively impact the world by inspiring 

youth to reach their full potential through 

mentoring.  

     Mentoring in the TeamMates Program is a very 

rewarding experience for both the Mentor and 

Mentee. Building positive relationships is not only 

healthy for everyone involved, but it helps the  

students involved to reach their full potential. All 

it takes is a commitment to meet for 30 to 60 

minutes a week during the school year. 

     Crawford TeamMates recently attended the 

CSC football game with Fort Lewis on Family Day 

and the Board plans other activities such as this 

during the school year. 

Crawford TeamMates Board of Directors 

Kelly Cooper ........................... Program Coordinator 

Christy Cooper ............................................. President 

Clarice Hynes ................................................. Secretary 

Jennifer Barry ................................................ Treasurer 

Brad Gaston ..................................................... Member 

Jason Hauser .................................................... Member 

Joe Vogel .......................................................... Member 

Ryan Osmotherly ........................................... Member 

Mariah Nelson ................................................. Member 

Phaedra Victory .............................................. Member 

Mo Hanks ......................................................... Member 
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 2021-22 Winter Sports Schedules 

Dec 2 

Dec 4 

Dec 11 

Dec 17/18 

Jan 8 

Jan 15 

Jan 21 

Jan 22 

Jan 27 

Jan 29 

Feb 3 

Feb 11/12 

Feb 17/18/19 

@Hemingford 

@ Mullen 

@ Gordon 

@ Hot Springs 

@ Oshkosh 

TBD 

@ Hay Springs 

@ Chadron 

@ Morrill 

@ Ainsworth 

@ Bridgeport 

Districts 

State 

5:00 pm 

9:30 am 

9:00 am 

TBD 

TBD 

TBD 

10:00 am 

9:00 am 

5:00 pm 

TBD 

9:00 am 

TBD 

TBD 

High School Wrestling Junior High Girls Basketball 

Oct 29 

Nov 11 

Nov 19 

Nov 29 

Dec 6 

@ Harrisburg 

@ Hemingford 

@ Morrill 

@ Bayard 

@ Mitchell 

9:00 am 

10:00 am 

9:00 am 

9:00 am 

1:00 pm 

High School Girls Basketball 

Junior High Wrestling 

Jan 12 

Jan 15 

Jan 17 

Jan 27 

Jan 31 

Feb 7 

Hemingford 

@ Harrison 

Edgemont 

St. Agnes 

PAC @ Harrison 

Hay Springs 

5:00 pm 

9:00 am 

3:00 pm 

4:30 pm 

TBD 

3:00 pm 

Always Strive to Practice Good 

Sportsmanship! 

Junior High Boys Basketball 

TBD 

Nov 6 

Nov 12 

Nov 16 

Nov 18 

Dec 11 

Dec 13 

Hot Springs 

@Hay Springs 

Edgemont 

@ Hemingford 

St. Agnes 

Hay Springs 

PAC @ Edgemont 

TBD 

TBD 

4:00 pm 

4:00 pm 

4:30 pm 

10:00 am 

TBD 

Dec 2 

Dec 4 

Dec 7 

Dec 11 

Dec 14 

Dec 17 

Dec 20-21 

Dec 28-29 

Jan 6 

Jan 7 

Jan 13 

Jan 14 

Jan 17, 21, 22 

Jan 25 

Jan 28 
Feb 4 

Feb 8 

Feb 10 

Feb 14, 15, 17 

Feb 25 

Mar 7, 9, 11 

@ Harrison 

@ Bayard 

Gord-Rush 

Garden Co 

@ Minatare 

Lusk 

@ SC Tourn 

@ Cambridge 

Edgemont 

@ Lingle 

Guernsey 

Hyannis 

PAC Tourn 

Hemingford 

Morrill 
Cody-Kilg 

Sioux Co 

@Hay Springs 

Sub-districts 

District Finals 

State Tourn 

3:00 pm 

2:00 pm 

5:00 pm 

3:00 pm 

4:00 pm 

4:00 pm 

TBD 

TBD 

4:00 pm 

4:00 pm 

4:00 pm 

4:00 pm 

TBD 

6:00 pm 

4:00 pm 
4:00 pm 

3:30 pm 

4:00 pm 

TBD 

TBD 

TBD 

High School Boys Basketball 

Dec 2 

Dec 4 

Dec 7 

Dec 11 

Dec 14 

Dec 17 

Dec 20-21 

Dec 28-29 

Jan 6 

Jan 7 

Jan 13 

Jan 14 

Jan 17, 21, 22 

Jan 28 

Feb 4 
Feb 8 

Feb 10 

Feb18 

Feb 21, 22, 24 

TBD 

Mar 8, 10, 12 

@ Harrison 

@ Bayard 

Gord-Rush 

Garden Co 

@ Minatare 

Lusk 

@ SC Tourn 

@ Cambridge 

Edgemont 

@ Lingle 

Guernsey 

Hyannis 

PAC Tourn 

Morrill 

Cody-Kilg 
Sioux Co 

@Hay Springs 

@ H’ford 

Sub-districts 

District Finals 

State Tourn 

3:00 pm 

2:00 pm 

5:00 pm 

3:00 pm 

4:00 pm 

4:00 pm 

TBD 

TBD 

4:00 pm 

4:00 pm 

4:00 pm 

4:00 pm 

TBD 

4:00 pm 

4:00 pm 
3:30 pm 

4:00 pm 

6:00 pm 

TBD 

TBD 

TBD 

JH Boys are also attempting to add games with Hot Springs & Morrill 
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If needed, you can sign up for additional coverage             

during the Winter Sports Season 
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