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SCHOOL PERCEPTIONS 

Our mission is to help educational leaders gather, 

organize, and use data to make strategic decisions.

• Founded in 2002 to provide independent research

• Conducted more than 10,000 staff, parent, student, 

and community surveys for school improvement

• Helped more than 800 districts navigate the strategic 

planning and referendum planning process

2



Survey Summary

• The survey was conducted in October of 2021.

• Residents within the District were mailed a paper 
survey. Each survey included a unique survey 
access code for those who preferred to take the 
survey online.

• Total responses = 441 (195 paper)

• Participation rate = 15.4%
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Respondent Information
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What is your age?
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Are you an employee of the Wild Rose 
School District?

15%

85%

Yes (n=63)

No
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Do you have children attending school in 
the District? 

31%

69%

Yes (n=136)

No
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Is your primary residence in the District?

89%

11%

Yes

No
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In which community do you reside? 
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Financial Background
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The District works very hard to not only provide the best education possible for 
our students but also to control costs for our taxpayers. In fact, we will soon 
make our final loan payment on a past building project. 

People often ask us about our tax rates. The District’s share of property taxes is 
calculated using a mill rate. In recent years, as seen in the chart to the right, our 
tax mill rate has dropped 20 percent since 2013.
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Similarly, people also ask us how our taxes compare to our conference. Not only 
are we near the bottom, but we are also below the state average. 

The School Board believes this is a good time to consider upgrades to our 
facilities because of our healthy financial situation and near-historic low 
interest rates. 



Facility Planning Background Information
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The original portion of the Wild Rose Middle/High School was constructed in 
1936 and expanded over the years.
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This past year, a facilities assessment was conducted by Bray Architects and Miron Construction. The 
review evaluated the condition of the school, building systems (heating, electrical, plumbing etc.), 
and classroom needs. Some of the most pressing issues in the report include:

• Improve Safety/Security and Accessibility  Ensuring safe and accessible facilities is a top priority. 
While our buildings are secure, there are important improvements that could be made to better 
monitor and control visitor access. 

• Aging Infrastructure  The District has worked hard to maintain our buildings within our annual 
operating budget. However, major building systems, including heating/ventilation, electrical, and 
plumbing, are at or have exceeded their useful life, resulting in inefficiencies and ongoing costly 
repairs. Portions of the buildings’ roofs are old, inefficient, and need replacing. 

• Outdated Educational Spaces  Many of our classrooms and labs have not been updated in several 
decades. As a result, classrooms are too small and lack the flexible learning environment needed 
for large-group instruction, small-group collaboration, and project-based/hands-on learning. 

For more information on these needs, please visit www.wildrose.k12.wi.us/page/facilities-planning.

If the public chooses to address these challenges, the primary way to obtain funding is through a 
capital referendum. 



What advice would you give the District?
(Wild Rose School District Residents Only)
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Recommended Base Plan
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After reviewing the facility assessment and educational programming needs, the 
School Board completed a comprehensive study of all the potential projects and 

created the following recommended base plan to address the most urgent needs:



1. Relocate/renovate main office to create a secure entrance to better monitor and 
control visitor access.

2. Renovate the current office space into a hands-on-learning lab.
3. Add a 4-year-old kindergarten classroom, conference room, restrooms, and building 

storage.

Additional updates to the elementary school would: 
✓ Replace entire roof and repair building envelope, floors, and ceilings.
✓ Upgrade lighting to improve energy efficiency (LED).
✓ Update classroom furniture to create a more flexible learning environment. 
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At the Elementary School



At the Middle/High School
1. Relocate the high school office into a secure entrance to better control visitor access.

2. Renovate the District office into a secure entrance to better control visitor access.

3. Renovate the current high school office space into classrooms.

4. Renovate outdated tech. ed (shop)/family and consumer science (home economics) areas to 
provide hands-on-learning opportunities and train students for the trades.

5. Renovate art and 6th grade science areas.

6. Renovate restrooms and locker rooms to comply with Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) 
requirements and add energy efficient fixtures.

Additional updates to the elementary school would: 

✓ Replace flooring, roof sections, and ceiling (where needed).

✓ Upgrade original plumbing fixtures and improve ADA accessibility.

✓ Install emergency generator and replace fire alarm.
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Funding Support: Recommended Base 
Plan
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The Board has taken the opportunity to prepay debt when possible, thus saving interest 
expenses. In addition, the District will soon be paying off a loan that funded past building 
projects. These actions provide our community with the opportunity to invest nearly 
$7.5 million in facility upgrades with no tax increase over the current level. 

The cost of the recommended base plan is $14.85 million. Voters would need to approve 
a referendum to pay for these projects. The School Board believes this is a good time to 
consider our options, given the District’s healthy financial situation and historically low 
interest rates. 
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Would you support a $14.85 million referendum to 
fund the recommended base plan?

Representing an estimated tax increase of up to $57 annually ($4.75 per month) per every $100,000 of 
home value over the current tax mill rate.

Note: Tax impacts assume borrowing over two phases over 20 years at a 3.75 percent interest rate.

All Residents
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68% Yes

18% No
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Would you support a $14.85 million referendum to 
fund the recommended base plan?

Representing an estimated tax increase of up to $57 annually ($4.75 per month) per every $100,000 of 
home value over the current tax mill rate.

Note: Tax impacts assume borrowing over two phases over 20 years at a 3.75 percent interest rate.
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Would you support a $14.85 million referendum to 
fund the recommended base plan?

Representing an estimated tax increase of up to $57 annually ($4.75 per month) per every $100,000 of 
home value over the current tax mill rate.

Note: Tax impacts assume borrowing over two phases over 20 years at a 3.75 percent interest rate.

Parent Residents (Non-Staff)
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Would you support a $14.85 million referendum to 
fund the recommended base plan?

Representing an estimated tax increase of up to $57 annually ($4.75 per month) per every $100,000 of 
home value over the current tax mill rate.

Note: Tax impacts assume borrowing over two phases over 20 years at a 3.75 percent interest rate.

Non-Parent Residents (Non-Staff)
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Additional Projects
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In addition to the recommended base plan, the School Board identified three other 
projects that could be addressed now (and included in a referendum) or at some point 

in future.



Additional Projects
• Add air conditioning at the middle/high school

o Adding air conditioning to the remaining portions of the building will help dehumidify, 
protect technology, and create better teaching and learning environment.

o Estimated cost: $2 million  

o Representing an additional estimated tax increase of up to $15 annually per every 
$100,000 of home value. 

• Upgrade theater lighting 

o The auditorium is a valuable asset for both the School District and the community. 
Upgrading the existing theatrical lighting to an LED system would improve illumination, 
expand color options, improve energy efficiency, and reduce maintenance costs.

o Estimated cost: $400,000

o Representing an additional estimated tax increase of up to $3 annually per every $100,000 
of home value.

• Replace football field and track lighting

o This project would upgrade the track and football field with LED lighting that provides 
better visibility during events, improves energy efficiency, and reduces maintenance costs. 

o Estimated cost: $400,000

o Representing an additional estimated tax increase of up to $3 annually per every $100,000 
of home value.
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Would you support a referendum to fund the 
following projects?

% Yes

Item All Residents Staff Residents
Parents

(Non-Staff) 
Residents

Non-Parents 
(Non-Staff) 
Residents

Add air conditioning 
at the middle/high 
school

68% 79% 82% 61%

Upgrade theater 
lighting 

50% 59% 56% 47%

Replace football field 
and track lighting

45% 59% 48% 42%
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Overall Satisfaction
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How is the District doing in each of the 
following areas?

Great (4), Good (3), Fair (2), Poor (1)

Item Staff
Parents

(Non-Staff)
Non-Parents 
(Non-Staff)

Building pride in the community. 3.45 3.11 3.26

Delivering a high-quality education. 3.61 3.15 3.19

Managing funds appropriately. 3.46 3.11 3.15

Keeping the public informed. 3.20 2.79 2.99
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How is the District doing in each of the 
following areas?

Great (4), Good (3), Fair (2), Poor (1)

Item
All 

Respondents

Similar School 
Comparison
Percentile

Building pride in the community. 3.28 99
th

Delivering a high-quality education. 3.24 86
th

Managing funds appropriately. 3.21 99
th

Keeping the public informed. 2.99 74
th

31



On a scale of 0 – 10, how likely would you be to recommend 
the District to a friend or family member?

(All Respondents)
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Your average: 7.63

Similar School 
Comparison: 7.07
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• What did we learn?

– A majority of all key subgroups support the District 
exploring a capital referendum to update the facilities. 

– A majority of all key subgroups would likely support a 
referendum to fund the recommended base plan.

– Of the additional projects tested, a majority of all key 
subgroups would likely support a referendum that 
would add air conditioning at the middle/high school.

– The School District of Wild Rose scored above average 
in terms of overall satisfaction as compared to similar 
school districts.
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Looking Ahead

• Consider approving a referendum resolution 
for the recommended base plan for April 
2022.

• Consider adding a second question for the air 
conditioning project.
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Thank you!

Parent Surveys - Staff Surveys - Student Surveys - Community Surveys
www.schoolperceptions.com

(262) 644-4300
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