
Don’t just survive, thrive at FSHS! 

Once a Wildcat, Always a Wildcat.

Juniors, Class of 2023

Anything underlined in pink is a clickable link that will take you to another site to provide more information.

https://www.simpson.kyschools.us/o/franklin-simpson-high-school/page/counselors-corner


Don’t just survive...thrive during your high school career!

CREDITS MATTER

The amount and type of credits you EARN will determine 
whether or not you earn a diploma.

There’s no averaging trimesters for a final grade. You 
either EARN the half credit or you don’t. You will not go 

on to the next grade or next level class if you fail.



Don’t just survive...thrive during your high school career!
How many credits do I have to EARN?

Since we are on trimesters, the Simpson County Board of Education 

determines the number of credits you must EARN, 

which is 32 out of 36 credits. 

***Students who have moved in from another district may need less than 32 to graduate.*** 

Do your work. If you need help, ask! 



No sign ups required, just 
show up as needed!

Do you need a quiet time 
away from your phone and 

other distractions to get 
work done? We’d love to 

provide that for you! Come 
join us even if you don’t need 

the academic help.



Don’t just survive...thrive during your high school career!

CREDITS MATTER

At FSHS, students complete all assignments. 

If you do not turn in an assignment, your name will be placed 
on the ICU list. Being on the ICU list may prevent you from 

participating in the extra fun things.



How to check 
your grades 
on Infinite 
Campus...

User Name: Your Student ID #         

Password: jh080363

Password is your first 
initial, last initial, 

6-digit birthday...may 
be 8-digit (jh08031963)

Example Login

Student: James Hetfield



Click here to see your grades. The other tabs are nifty too.
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What TYPE credits do I have to EARN?

● 4 English Classes (4.5 credits)
● 4 Math Classes (Alg I, Geometry, two more) (4.5 credits)
● 3 Social Studies Classes (4 credits)
● 3 Science Classes (4 credits)
● ½ Health, ½ PE, ½ Personal Finance, 1 Humanities
● Elective Credits
● Also, completing your ILP on Xello

***Algebra II and foreign language recommended for pre-college curriculum...click here for more information.

https://www.kheaa.com/website/kheaa/plan_study?main=1
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CREDITS MATTER

If you fail a course, you’ll more than likely be required to 
make it upon Edgenuity. This is a computer based program. 

You watch videos and complete the work after school or 
during summer school. A lack of credits may mean you have 

to transfer to the alternative school.

A passing score at FSHS is a 60 (D) or above.
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ATTENDANCE MATTER

Driver’s Permit and License - poor attendance and failing 
grades mean no driving permit or a revoked license

Extra Stuff - poor attendance and failing grades may mean 
no extra curricular activities including sports and field trips, 
no prom, no taking dual credit classes your junior and senior 

year, and no leaving school to go to work your senior year 
(Co-op and Work Based Learning Programs) 

https://education.ky.gov/school/Pages/No-Pass-No-Drive.aspx
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ATTENDANCE MATTERS

The Handbook says...
Prom-Students of FSHS wishing to attend the Prom must be in good standing, which means no 

suspensions for 12 Calendar weeks prior to Prom and no more than 6 unexcused absences.

Graduation-Students who have met the threshold of graduating seniors at Franklin-Simpson High 
School shall meet the following requirement to participate in any and all graduating exercises 
including walking at Graduation.  A senior student must not have more than SIX (6) unexcused 

absences during the school year.  After the 6th unexcused absence, the student will be denied the 
opportunity of participating in all graduation exercises (including the Senior Breakfast and the 

Graduation Ceremony) for their senior class.  The student will receive their diploma if they meet the 
graduation requirements but will forfeit the opportunity to participate in graduation exercises.



The Student Handbook

Teachers go over the handbook during the first days of 
school, but it your responsibility to make sure you 

understand what is written in the handbook. If you have any 
questions, just ask someone in the office and we can explain 

anything that seems confusing.

To view the handbook, click here.

https://core-docs.s3.amazonaws.com/documents/asset/uploaded_file/295734/2021-2022_Student_Handbook.docx.pdf
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Advanced English English Track

9 Honors English 9 English 9

10 Honors English 10 English 10

11 AP English Language English 11

12 AP English Literature English 12

Dual Credit English may be available to you during your senior year.
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Advanced Math Math Track

9 8th Grade Alg I Credit
Honors Geometry

Algebra I

10 Honors Algebra II Geometry

11 Honors Pre-Cal Teacher Rec Class

12 AP Calculus Determined by ACT Score

Dual Credit math may be available to you during your senior year.
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Adv. Social Studies Social Studies Track

9 AP Human Geography Government, Geography, 
Economics

10 AP World Civ World Civ

11 AP US History US History

12 AP Gov/AP Psych 
(Electives offered every 

other year)



Don’t just survive...thrive during your high school career!

Adv. Science Science Track

9 Honors Biology Biology with Earth Science

10 Honors Physics and Earth 
Science

Physics with Earth Science

11 Honors Chemistry Chemistry with Earth Science

12 Dual Credit Chemistry 
(Elective)
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What’s the difference between AP and Dual Credit?

● Dual credit
○ College level course
○ Accepted at most KY colleges
○ Earn credit by passing the course, usually with a C or higher

● Advanced Placement (AP)
○ Most rigorous courses FSHS offers
○ Accepted at most universities
○ Some universities require higher scores for credit
○ Earn credit by passing the AP exam

Start researching the colleges you want to attend now to see what’s right 
for you!
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Why does all of this matter now? 

● Your GPA started the first day of your freshman year. However, 
don’t give up if you’re trying to raise your GPA. There is still 
time!

● The classes you choose can determine whether or not you 
qualify to be a senior scholar. This is a program that replaces 
what most know as valedictorian and salutatorian. View the 
next slide.



Link to a PDF of 
the Senior Scholar 
Application can be 

found here.

https://core-docs.s3.amazonaws.com/documents/asset/uploaded_file/1080006/FSHS_Senior_Scholar_Application__5_.pdf


How to check your GPA in 
Infinite Campus

Transcripts only update after 
a trimester ends, and usually 
takes about 2 weeks after the 

end date to upload in IC.



FSHS recognizes 
top 10% at 

graduation,  based 
on WEIGHTED GPA 

(based on a 5.0). 
Only AP and dual 
credit classes are 

on this scale.

Always look at your transcript for your true 
GPA, not on your IC grades tab.

Most scholarships, 
college applications, 

GSP, etc. want 
UNWEIGHTED GPA 

(based on a 4.0)

If you’ve ever taken a dual credit or AP course, your unweighted and weighted GPA will be 
slightly different. 
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In order to Co-op, you must have 
● 3.0 credits in a CTE pathway
● Have a job in the field of your CTE pathway
● Work at least 15+ hours a week
● Miss no more than 10 days your junior year
● Be in good academic and behavior standing
● See Mrs. Kilburn in the library for more information

In order to do Work Based Learning, you must
● Miss no more than 10 days your junior year
● Be in good academic and behavior standing
● Work at least 10+ hours a week
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Don’t just survive...thrive during your high school career!
● Get organized
● STUDY
● Speak to your teachers
● Be PROACTIVE...live those 7 habits!
● Don’t procrastinate...life happens when you least expect it.
● Utilize Academic Time and Homework Help
● Get involved...find YOUR people
● Find an adult in the building you trust
● Take responsibility for your actions
● Start a username/passwords page in your phone
● Use an agenda or online method to keep track of school work



Don’t just survive...thrive during your high school career!

● Continue (or start) working on your resume.
● SKYCTC offers dual credit opportunities during the summer. WKU has 

in the past, but did not last year.
● Want to paint your parking spot your senior year? Here’s what you 

need to do…
○ First come, first served.
○ Buy your parking tag day they go on sale (usually a few weeks 

earlier than registration, there are only 75 spots).
○ You provide your own paint.
○ Can’t be anything offensive or anything that violates school rules.
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● It’s time to start college visits!

○ These REQUIRE pre-authorization through Mr. Satterly. You must 
get a form signed by your teachers and meet the field trip 
guidelines.

● Some specific schools require earlier applications that do not fall under 
regular university deadlines (i.e. dance schools, etc.)

● Most college applications are due in November or December of your 
senior year, usually all at the same time. Don’t procrastinate.

● Schedule a time with Mr. Satterly or a counselor if you need help 
navigating the college application process. 

● If you qualify for free/reduced lunch on an individual basis, the 
university may waive your application fee. Just ask Mr. Satterly or Mrs. 
Mann for a NACAC waiver.
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● Parchment-online system used to send official transcripts 

○ This must be utilized to send an official copy of your transcript 
to any institution.

○ UNOFFICIAL copies (for scholarship applications, automotive 
insurance discounts) can be given to you by the guidance 
department.

○ Parchment is free until August of your freshman year of 
college (or post-secondary choice). After that, it will charge 
you $3.75 for each request.

○ Use your personal email account you plan to have after high 
school graduation.

○ Get out your chromebook and let’s get started. :)



To create a Parchment Account...
1. Click Simpson County Schools
2. Click Franklin-Simpson High Schools
3. Click Menu



2019 2023

10th Grade

Use a personal email address that you’ve created like first.last@gmail.com. 
Only use your school account if that’s the only one you have. You’ll need to 

change your email later. Also, the name you use MUST match your name in 
Infinite Campus.

If you choose to opt in to receive emails, it will ask you to fill in some additional information. This may be done at a later time.

mailto:first.last@gmail.com


Before we proceed, take a moment to take the following 
notes in your cell phone or notebook you won’t lose.

Parchment 
Email address:

Password:

If it makes you feel more comfortable, for your password, 
write down a hint. 

For example, write down W! for Wildcats2023!



Check your email to view the verification 
code Parchment sent you. Enter it on the 
field provided. Then, choose whether to 
waive your access to review documents 
(recommended).





Remember, yours will be free until the 
August after you graduate.

Sign Here
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Scholarships
● Most local scholarships are available during the spring of your senior 

year. However, there will be some others due during the summer 
prior to your senior year. Be on the lookout!

● Look for scholarships that are specific to your university and 
program choice.

● Look for scholarships that are offered by affiliation (mom’s work, 
grandma’s knitting club, 4H, etc.).

● Letters of recommendation require a two week window with a 
resume or google form information. Please ensure you actually need 
the letter before requesting it...teachers spend a lot of time on these.



Communication

● Know who to go to for things:
○ Mrs. Mann - School Counselor (Class of 2023, 2025)
○ Mrs. Bills - School Counselor (Class of 2022, 2024)
○ Mrs. Brown - Guidance Secretary/Registrar
○ Mrs. Johnson - School Social Worker
○ Mrs. Davidson - Infinite Campus Questions, Attendance
○ Mr. Satterly - Military, FASFA, College and Career 

Coach (office is in the CTE main office)

***Click on a name to email them. 

mailto:shalee.mann@simpson.kyschools.us
mailto:amanda.bills@simpson.kyschools.us
mailto:amanda.brown@simpson.kyschool.us
mailto:jessica.johnson@simpson.kyschools.us
mailto:samantha.davdison@simpson.kyschools.us
mailto:josh.satterly@simpson.kyschools.us


Communication

How do I communicate with you? 

I use thrillshare, which means your cell phone number needs 
to be listed in Infinite Campus. If anything changes, be sure to 

let samantha.davidson@simpson.kyschools.us in the front 
office know. Remind caps the total number of users at 150, so I 
can’t effectively use it for the whole class.  Also, updates are 

added to the Counselor’s Corner.

mailto:samantha.davidson@simpson.kyschools.us
https://www.simpson.kyschools.us/o/franklin-simpson-high-school/page/counselors-corner


Don’t just survive...thrive during your high school career!
High School Programs and Opportunities

● Co-oping or Work Based Learning during your Senior Year (GPA, 
attendance and the courses you take matter)

● College Visits
● Field Trips
● Sports
● Clubs
● Class Officers
● Student Council and Officers (must be president elect your junior 

year to be president your senior year)
● Speakers at Graduation: Top two senior scholars and Class President, 

Invocation and Benediction speakers go through the president 
● 3 point passes...don’t waste them! Talk to your AT teacher.
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Project Graduation

● WHAT: A graduation celebration hosted at FSHS the night of 
graduation 

● HOW: Parents and students fundraise throughout the year to raise 
money for scholarships and prizes that go directly to the student (if 
you, your parents and classmates organize this, you won’t have a 
project graduation to attend).

● Start working on this the summer prior to your senior year.
● Prize Examples: Anything from a car to a TV to a macbook to a 

microwave...all depending on what you all raise money for and what 
is donated

● This is ALL Parent/Student led, not school-based.
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Opportunities beyond FSHS
● Governor’s School for Entrepreneurs (grades 9-11, applications open in 

November)
● Governor’s School for the Arts (grades 10-11, applications open in 

October/November)
● Governor’s Scholar Program (grade 11, applications due to your counselor 

Nov. 2nd for revision, Dec. 1st for the final deadline)
● Murray State Commonwealth Honors Academy (grade 11, applications open 

in November)
● National Merit Program (grade 11, must take the PSAT, Corporate 

Scholarship list found here)
● Gatton Academy and Morehead State Craft Academy (apply in grade 10)
● Henry Clay Student Congress (grade 11)

https://kentuckygse.com/
https://www.kentuckyperformingarts.org/education/governors-school-for-the-arts/about/overview
https://gsp.ky.gov/Pages/index.aspx
https://www.murraystate.edu/cha/
https://www.nationalmerit.org/s/1758/start.aspx?gid=2&pgid=61
https://nationalmerit.imodules.com/s/1758/images/gid2/editor_documents/merit_sponsor_leaflet.pdf
https://www.wku.edu/academy/
https://www.moreheadstate.edu/Academics/Craft-Academy
https://henryclaycenter.org/high-school-student-congress/
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Do I need to take the ACT?
● Each student will take the ACT in March of their junior year for free.
● If you qualify for free and reduced lunch, you can get a waiver for the 

ACT in 11th and 12th grade (two waivers in your lifetime)...ask your 
counselor or Mr. Satterly.

● Some programs require an ACT score prior to this test date. If you’d like 
to take it, go to actstudent.org and register. Please write down your 
username and password (maybe the same page you wrote down your 
Parchment info). 

● It’s best to take the ACT in October (or before) to receive your scores by 
university application deadlines.

● Register for a date that allows you time to do a retake if you need to.

http://actstudent.org
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How can I improve my ACT score?
● Two weeks prior to the March ACT, FSHS offers an optional ACT bootcamp to each 

junior.
○ You travel off campus for a day and a company called MasteryPrep sends a 

representative to help you with the logistics of the ACT.
○ The cost is $20, but if this is an issues, please let Mrs. Wood or Mr. Wix know.

● Practice ACTs
○ When you take the practice ACT at FSHS, watch the videos about the 

questions you miss and it will show you how to do it.
○ The website is app.masteryprep.com, and your username is your school 

email. Your password should be ready123 but you may change that.
● Mrs. Raymer offers an online ACT Bootcamp and tutoring services. Check out her 

services here.

http://app.masteryprep.com
https://classroom.google.com/c/MTQ4NDE0NDk0MDQ3?cjc=u5jrwj6
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Do I need to take the PSAT or SAT?
● A PSAT score is used to determine qualification for the National 

Merit Scholarship Program. NMSP also offers corporate 
scholarships.

● Some students take the PSAT to boost their score for GSP their 
junior year.

● Some colleges require ACT or SAT scores, but in recent years many 
colleges have decided to be “test optional” for acceptance. Most 
scholarships still require an ACT (or SAT) score. Some colleges who 
are test optional are requiring a 3.0 GPA to be accepted.
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KEES Money
● You should be getting a notification in the mail each year letting you 

know how much KEES money KHEAA has awarded you. 
● You are awarded money based on...

○ your GPA.
○ your real ACT score.
○ your AP scores (if you qualify for free/reduced lunch on an 

individual basis).
● If you have not created a KHEAA account online, please do so. USE a 

PERSONAL EMAIL (not your school account). If you have created one, 
and don’t know your information, click forgot username/password 
and it will walk you through it (see next slide).



Click on kheaa.com to create your account.
If you already have one and have forgotten,

Click Forgot Username/Password. Write down your 
information with your Parchment and ACT login info!

http://kheaa.com


Click here for more information about KEES money.

Grades and a good GPA = MONEY for College!

https://www.kheaa.com/website/kheaa/kees?main=1


$553 x 52 = $28,756

$730 x 52 = $37,960

$9,204 difference 
per year...that’s 

over $46,000 in five 
years!



Bottom Line…

● Make the most of your time in high school. 
● Work hard, take responsibility for your actions, and be 

nice to people.
● Become a productive member of society after graduation 

whether that be via college, trade school, military or work 
force.

...I’m here to help you be successful! :)


