
Special Graettinger City Council 
 Graettinger city council met in special session on Monday, October 25, 2021, at city hall at 6:00 
P.M.   Present were Mayor Flaherty, city council members Alderson, Hoffman, Armstrong, and Masters.  
Absent: McGrauth.  
 Present Gerda Luhman, Josh and Jeff Joyce, and Joel Lair.  The council reviewed the information 
for Donald Etler, engineer for drainage, informing the council that the clay tiles on the Luhman property 
runs to the north.  He viewed several tile search pits excavated in the field south and west of the country 
club all near the south road.  In only one of the pits was a tile line visible.  That was a small clay tile in 
the most southeast pit.  However, at all pits the alignment of the tile, there was ample evidence that the 
soil had been disturbed in the past on the marked lines for the purpose of installing the tile. The 
direction of the tile lines and the relative depths of the pits reveal that the historic drains installed in the 
south part of this farm do drain to the north and into the city.  This does not confirm that there are no 
other old unknown drains in place that run to the east or south, but under the circumstances that 
possibility is not likely. 
 Etler walked the north edge of the field, with the crop off it was possible in looking to the south 
to confirm the existence of the small ridge that crosses the field, and which historically prevented runoff 
from the south part of the field from entering the city. Land surface elevations derived from LiDAR show 
that the runoff would be to the south and east.   
 Aerial photographs show that in recent years a shallow swale was excavated through this ridge.  
Doing so would have allowed for the ponded top water to be removed to the north from flooded natural 
potholes during wet periods.  The concern resulting from this minor earthwork is the potential for damage 
from diversion of large volumes of runoff water into the city following large storms.  His remedied for this 
was to restore the historic surface with minor filling and grading. 
 Houses in the low-lying area along the street running north from the country club are at risk of 
damage from the increased runoff.  Etler’s understanding that the historic outlet for the tile system that 
drains from the field was to the surface in the same low-lying area. It has been proven to be possible to 
drain the field tile through the upland to a city storm sewer outlet farther to the north.  However, we 
understand that this line has been blocked at the connection to the storm sewer.  Restoring this 
connection would greatly reduce the historic tile drainage into the low-lying area.  Etler recommends that 
the function of the upland drainage outlet be restored. 
 Motion by Hoffman, seconded by Masters to allow the Luhman tile to be hooked up to the city’s 
storm sewer.  Ayes-4.  Motion carried.  
 Motion by Masters, seconded by Alderson to adjourn at 7:00 P.M. 
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