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Looking for 
resources?

http://www.corestandards.org

http://arkansased.org/educators/
curriculum/common_core.html

http://www.achieve.org/
achievingcommoncore

Beyond the Bubble
Achieving the Promise of the Common Core State Standards

The Common Core State 
Standards Initiative is a state-led 
effort to establish a shared set of 
clear educational standards for 
Eng l i sh l angua ge ar t s and 
mathematics that states can 
voluntarily adopt. 

The standards have been 
created using the best available 
evidence and the highest state 
standards across the country 
and globe and designed by a 
diverse group of teachers , 
experts, parents, and school 
administrators, so they reflect 
both our aspirations for our 
children and the realities of the 
classroom. 

These s tandards a re 
designed to ensure that students 
graduating from high school are 
prepared to go to college or 
enter the workforce and that 
parents, teachers, and students 
have a clear understanding of 
what is expected of them. 

The s tandards a re 
benchmarked to international 
standards to guarantee that our 
students are competitive in the 
emerging global marketplace. 

To see the specific standards 
for each g rade l e ve l v i s i t 
www.corestandards.org.

WHO IS LEADING THE COMMON CORE STATE STANDARDS INITIATIVE?
Parents, teachers, school 
administrators and experts 
from across the country 
together with state leaders, 
through their membership in 
the Council of Chief State 
School Officers (CCSSO) and 
the National Governors 

Association Center for Best Practices (NGA Center) 
are leading the effort to develop and implement a 
common core of state standards.

http://www.corestandards.org
http://www.corestandards.org
http://arkansased.org/educators/curriculum/common_core.html
http://arkansased.org/educators/curriculum/common_core.html
http://arkansased.org/educators/curriculum/common_core.html
http://arkansased.org/educators/curriculum/common_core.html
http://www.achieve.org/achievingcommoncore
http://www.achieve.org/achievingcommoncore
http://www.achieve.org/achievingcommoncore
http://www.achieve.org/achievingcommoncore
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WHY  DO WE NEED COMMON CORE STATE STANDARDS?

We need standards to ensure that all students, no 
matter where they live, are prepared for success in 
postsecondary education and the workforce.

Common standards will help ensure that 
Arkansas students are receiving a high quality 
education consistently, from school to school, town 
to town, and state to state. 

Common standards will provide a greater 
opportunity to share experiences and best practices 
within and across states that will improve our 
ability to best serve the needs of students.

Standards do not tell teachers how to teach, but 
they do help teachers figure out the knowledge and 
skills their students should have so that teachers can 
build the best lessons and environments for their 
classrooms. 

Standards also help students and parents by 
setting clear and realistic goals for success. Standards 
are a first step – a key building block – in providing 
our young people with a high- quality education that 
will prepare them for success in college and work. 

Of course, standards are not the only thing that 
is needed for our children’s success, but they provide 
an accessible roadmap for our teachers, parents, and 
students.

Leaders from 26 states formed 
the Partnership for Assessment of 
Readiness for Co!ege and Careers 
(PARCC) to create a next‐
generation assessment system that 
will ensure students across the 
country are expected to meet 
common, high standards that will 
prepare them for their futures. 

States in the Partnership share 
one fundamental goal: building 
their co!ective capacity to 
dramatica!y increase the rates at 
which students graduate &om high 

school prepared for success in co!ege 
and the workplace.

PARCC (states in blue)  
educate more than 31 million 
public K‐12 students in the U.S. 
Arkansas and the other dark blue 
states are “governing states” and 
are serving on the governing 
board. 

PARCC states collaborated to 
apply for the Race to the Top 
Assessment competition to 
develop a shared set of K‐12 
assessments in mathematics and 
English Language Arts/Literacy. To 
date the group has been awarded 
$160 million dollars. The new 
assessments will be ready for 
states to administer by the 
2014‐2015 school year.  

Nearly 200 two‐ and four‐year 
institutions of higher education 

have committed to participate in 
the Partnership. In Arkansas, UA, 
ATU, UCA, and ASU have signed 
on. Higher education leaders and 
faculty will help design the high 
school assessments and, ultimately, 
use the assessments as one 
indicator of students’ readiness for 
entry‐level postsecondary courses. 

PARCC has selected Achieve 
to coordinate the work of the 
Partnership, leveraging the 
organization’s deep experience in 
educational standards, assessments 
and the broader college‐ and 
career‐ready policy agenda.
For more information on PARCC, 
please contact Achieve at 202‐419‐
1540 or on the web at
www.achieve.org.

PARTNERSHIP FOR THE ASSESSMENT OF READINESS FOR COLLEGE AND CAREERS 

STATES THAT HAVE ADOPTED 
THE COMMON CORE 
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WHEN WILL WE SEE CHANGES IN THE CLASSROOM?
The Arkansas Department of Education (ADE) 

has announced a transition timeline for 
implementing the Common Core State Standards 
(CCSS).  

The ADE’s transition timeline for implementing 
the CCSS in Arkansas is as follows:
• CCSS for K-2 will be implemented starting in 

August 2011.  Goal: Statewide K-2 
implementation in school year 2011-2012.

• CCSS for 3-8 will be implemented starting in 
August 2012.  Goal: Statewide K-8 
implementation in school year 2012-2013.

• CCSS for 9-12 will be implemented starting in 
August 2013.  Goal: Statewide K-12 
implementation in school year 2013-2014.

Districts will need to work with teachers to 
"unpack" the standards to understand the knowledge 
and skills contained within each learning 
expectation. 

Teachers at each grade level need to understand 
what new content they are responsible for teaching 
at their grade-level and what is no longer in their 
grade-level. While some of Arkansas’s existing 
Academic Content Standards align to CCSS, some 
content is introduced in earlier grades in CCSS.  This 
seems to be more common in mathematics than in 
language arts.  

We should also be aware that there is an 
expectation that students will be using technology, 
seamlessly and regularly, as part of their learning 
environment.

Due to the commonality of 
the CCSS, resources designed to 
support the standards have the 
potential to be shared readily with 
states. 

A Joint Task Force on the 
Mathematics, which includes 
the four major mathematics 

education organizations in the 
country, have united to help 
support mathematics educators in 
the implementation of the new 
CCSS. A primary goal of this 
group is to create a CCSS 
implementation website that 
includes a variety of tools and 
resources for K-12 teachers. 

A Common Core 
Curriculum Mapping Project 
funded by the Bill & Melinda 
Gates Foundation has designed 
English language arts curriculum 
maps for use by school districts.

It is anticipated that in the 
future textbooks and curriculum 
could be available through open 

source environments for use by all 
participating states.

The benefits of adopting the 
Common Core Standards far 
outweigh the short-term costs 
districts will require in the 
transition. With national 
standards, Arkansas will no longer 
need to spend money to revise and 
update standards on its own. The 
economies of scale that the 
Common Core will bring to 
Arkansas will allow our state to 
spend more of its K-12 budget on 
other vital efforts to support 
teaching and learning in the 
classroom.

HOW ARE WE GOING TO PAY FOR ALL THIS?
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“ON THE ROAD TO IMPLEMENTATION”
Thomas Edison once said, 

“Opportunity is missed by most people 
because it is dressed in overa!s and 
looks like hard work.”

Common Core Standards are 
not intended to be a new name for 
an old way of doing business. 
They are a call to take the next 
step.

Leaders must help others 
understand that this isn’t “starting 
over, “ but more like trading an 
older model car for a new one.  

Yes, it is change. 
Yes, there are new content 

standards to embrace. 
Yes, we are on the eve of a new 

generation of assessments.
Yes, there are more questions 

than answers right now, but our 
guess is the passion, creativity and 

dedication of Arkansas educators 
can and will move us forward.

As we begin the hard work of 
implementation, it is critical that 
we work together to have 
conversations, share our thinking, 
and reflect upon lessons learned.

Education Secretary Arne 
Duncan stated, “Standards and 
assessments are only the foundation 
upon which states wi! construct high-
quality curriculum, professional 
development, and a! the other pieces 
that wi! support teachers preparing to 
teach to these new standards and 
students learning at higher levels. 

Now is the time to do it.
Right.

Common Core with common 
sense.

When traveling in unfamiliar territory, explorers &equently consult their 
compasses to ensure they have not lost their way or are not headed in a 
direction away &om their destination.  

The value of a compass is that it defines one direction ~ north.  A! other 
directions can be determined and selected or rejected based on this knowledge. 

As educators, we need to consult our professional compass.  Rather than 
showing north, our compass needs to point directly at helping students 
learn.

Every issue, every decision, and every expenditure of an organizational 
resource --- human or financial --- must be judged on its consistency with 
the point of our compass.  

If we are clear and consistent in our pursuit of and support for student 
learning, we can monitor our direction and adjust our course with relative 
ease.  

Like explorers, we need to &equently consult our compass and adjust 
accordingly.  However, our compass is not something we can carry in our 
pocket.  

We must keep it in our hearts and minds.

CONSULT  YOUR  COMPASS


