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Inferring / Drawing 
Conclusions

By practicing inferring, 
students are “thinking ahead” 
in order to comprehend.  
Students must be able to 
justify their thoughts and 
predict as they are reading.  
This strategy is a higher-
level strategy as they must 
have previous strategies in 
place in order to infer or 
predict. This can sometimes 
be very difficult for students 
in poverty as they sometimes 
do not understand cause and 
effect relationships. 
Questions that will help 
children infer:
This is a tricky word.  What 
word would make sense here?
The author gives you a gift in 
the title.  What do you think 
this will be about?
Can you retell this story?  
What do you think might 
happen next?  What do you 
think will happen after the 
end?

Synthesizing

Synthesizing is taking the 
strategy of inferring to the 
next level.   Mystery readers 
constantly synthesize.  
When readers do this, they 
take their background 
information, make a 
judgment, get more 
information and change your 
judgment based on the 
information you received by 
combining your background 
knowledge.   
Questions that will help 
students synthesize:

What type of character do 
you think this is  (good, bad, 
etc.)?  What clues do you 
have>
Have you changed your mind 
since we’ve read more about 
the character? 
What happened in the book 
that made you change your 
mind?  
What words changed the 
mind picture for you?
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100 High Frequency Words



Connections to Life
•How does the text remind you of other texts you’ve read?  
(What does this make you think of? Life, event, story.)
•What did you already know about this topic?

Author
•What do you think the author has to know in order to write 
about this topic?
•How does the author present the information to capture 
your attention?
•How does the author help you understand the topic?

Text Features
•How do the headings and subheadings help you find 
information in this text?
•Which of these reference aides does the text provide:

table of contents, index, glossary, bibliography, appendices?
•How easy are they to use?  How do they help you?
•What does the title tell you about this text?
•What information was provided through the illustrations?
•How did they help you with your understanding of the text?
•How do labels, legends, or captions help you understand the 
content?
•Were there times you needed more information?  Explain.

NON-FICTION Questions

Content
•What do you want to  learn more about 
after reading this topic?
•What are some important words related to 
this topic? (vocabulary)
•What did you learn about this topic?
•What parts of the text do you still not 
understand?
•What puzzles you about the topic?
•What questions do you still have about the 
topic?

Text Structure
•What are the different ways the author 
presents the topic information?
•How is the information organized?
•What do you find difficult about reading 
this type of non-fiction?



Vocabulary
•Can you suggest another word the author could have used instead of____?
•What words show you the setting of the story?
•How does the author’s choice of words support his purpose for writing?

Dialogue
•How did the author use dialogue to hook the reader?
•In what ways did the author use phrasing, interjections, idioms, and incomplete 
sentences to develop your understanding of the characters?

Author
•Why do you think the author wrote this story?
•What is the author trying to tell us?
•How does the author keep you interested in the book?
•What interesting language does the author use?  Why do you think it’s interesting?
•Would you read other books by this author?  Why or why not?
•How do the illustrations support the author’s message?

Style and Mood
•How do you feel while you read this book?  Explain
•Do you like the author’s writing style?  Why or why not?
•How is this book like another you have read?
•How is this book like something you have written?
•What part of the author’s writing left you with vivid pictures in your mind?

Characters
•Describe the main characters.  Include personality traits as well as physical descriptions.
•At what point did you know who the main character was and how did you know?
•Would you want the main character as your friend?  Why or why not?
•Who was the most interesting character? Why?
•Who is a character that has a small part?  Why is it important to have this character in the 
story?
•Which characters don’t change?  How do you know they haven’t changed?
•How are the characters in this story/book like characters in other stories/ books you’ve 
read?
•If you could change one character, which one would you change?  Why?

Fiction Questions
Plot
•How did the author grab the reader’s attention at the beginning 
of the story?
•How does the author use sensory details to impact you?
•Describe the problem of the story?  Include how you think the 
problem will be solved.
•What choices does the character have?
•What challenges do the characters have?  How do they deal wit 
them?
•Tell the important events in the story. (beginning, middle, end)
•Could any of the events be changed or left out?
•What was the most exciting part of the story that kept you 
interested?
•What was the high point of the story?
•How was the problem resolved?
•Write two or three sentences summarizing the whole story.
•Make a sketch of a part of the plot.  Be sure to include a caption 
for your sketch.
Setting
•Describe the where and when this  story takes place.
•What words or phrases does the author use to describe the 
setting?
•How is the setting similar to a place you have been?
•Does the season, time, or place affect the plot?
•Where else could this story take place?  Why?
•What can you see, hear, smell, and feel as you read this book?
•Compare and contrast different settings throughout the story,.

Dialogue
•How did the author use dialogue to hook the reader?
•In what ways did the author use phrasing, interjections, idioms, 
and incomplete sentences to develop your understanding of the 
characters?



Phonics
•Find the letter___.What does the 
capital letter look like?  What does 
the lower-case letter__ look like? 

•Find the word ______.

•Point to a letter.  Point to a word.

•What  consonant sounds do you 
hear at the beginning of this word? 
At the end of this word? 

•Let’s put some of the words 
together into a category (colors, 
food) 

•We can write any word or letter on 
our white board or paper

•Write a word that rhymes 
with_____.

Predict, Infer, Compare, 
Contrast, Imagine

•Make a prediction about what we 
will happen next.

•Compare one word to another.

•Compare what we are doing today  
to yesterday.

•Look at the cover of this book. 
Predict who the characters might 
be.? Predict  the setting?  Can you 
predict what might happen (plot)?  

•Imagine what the animal looks like 
and tell your partner.

•How are the characters alike and 
different?

Put in Order
•Find the beginning, middle, end

•What is the first sound you hear in 
the word___?  What is the second?  
The third? Etc. 

•What did I ask you to do first thing 
this morning?

•Look at how we write (left to right, 
top to bottom) Use your hand to 
show this. 

•Let’s spell this word using 
c/v/c(consonant, vowel, consonant) 
order to help us.

•Let’s add an ending to this word.

•Let’s walk and read. When we come 
to a period squat down and when we 
come to a capital letter jump up.

Making Connections
•Does the main character in the story 
remind you of anyone you know?

•Retell the story to me.

•Have you ever had an experience 
like that one?

•Have you ever been to a place like 
that?

•Does this remind you of  something 
that has happened to you?

•Is this fantasy or reality? 

•How is this story alike or different 
from your favorite story? 

•What do you know about this?

Comprehension
•Can you point to the title of the book 

and the author’s name? 

•Who were the characters in this 
story?  Where was the setting? 

•What was the plot of this story?  The 
main idea? 

•Find a word that means ________.

•What does this word mean?

•What is another word for _____?

•Ask who, what, when, where, why 
and how questions.

•What  is something that couldn’t really 
happen? 

•If we wanted to find more info. about 
this, where would we look in the 
library?  

Fluency
•Read together.

•Echo read.

•Boys read / girls read.

•Whisper read.

•Read in rounds.

•Read like a happy or sad person.

•Can you read this word (point to 
name of student)? 

•Teacher or student reads orally

Fun
•Stand and clap the words.

•Sing or act out _____________.

•Sky write ______________.

Kindergarten Edition

Phonemic Awareness
•Beginning and ending sounds of 
one syllable words 

•How many sounds do you hear in 
the word____?  Are they the same 
sounds or different sounds?  What 
sound did you hear first? Second?  
Third? 

•If I changed the beginning sound 
of the word ___what is my new 
word?  If I took off the beginning 
sound of the word, what is my new 
word?  If I added the __sound to 
the word___ what is my new 
word?

•Say a word that rhymes with____. 
.

•How many syllables are is this 
word?



Phonics
•Where do you see the word 
_____? 

•Do you see any “bossy R” words? 

•What happens when”two vowels 
go walking”? Do you see any 
vowels walking together? 

•Find a noun. Find a noun that 
means more than one. (plural) 

•Do you see any contractions? 
What words make up the 
contraction? 

•Create a list of words that rhyme 
with _________

•What letter makes the “e” sound in 
funny”? 

Predict, Infer, Compare, 
Contrast, Imagine

•Predict what will happen next. Look 
ahead and see if your predictions 
were correct.

•Compare one word to another.

•Compare these two characters.

•Look at the cover of this book. 
Predict who the characters might 
be.? Predict the setting. Predict 
what might happen. (plot).  

•Imagine the character in your mind 
and tell your partner about him/her.

•Draw what you think the setting, or 
something in the story looks like.

Put in Order
•Show me a letter. Show me a word. 
Show me a sentence. 

•How do all sentences begin? How 
do they end? 

•What happened at the beginning of 
the story? In the middle? At the end? 

•Can you find the sentences that end 
with a period? With an exclamation 
point? With a question mark?

•Look at the words in this sentence. 
Let’s put all of them in ABC order.

•Take notes in the order I tell the 
information. You can use pictures 
with your note taking.

•List contractions for these words.

Making Connections
•Have you done something like this 
before?

•Does the main character in the story 
remind you of  anyone you know? 

•Did this story or text remind you of 
anything? 

•Have you ever been to a place like 
that?

•Does this remind you of  another 
story?

•Did you ever see anything like this in 
a movie, DVD, TV show or video?

•Where else can you find the word 
_____________?

•Retell the story, poem, text.

Comprehension
•Let’s use the rest of the sentence to 
figure out what this word means.

•What does this compound word 
mean? 

•Who were the characters in this 
story? Where was the setting? What 
was the plot? 

•What does an author do? An 
illustrator? 

•What is the main idea of this 
paragraph or story? 

• Ask- Who, what, when, where, why, 
and how questions. 

•Ask any guided reading questions to 
help make the text meaningful.

Fluency
•Read together.

•Teacher or student reads orally

•Echo read.

•Boys read / girls read.

•Read in different voices

•Read in rounds.

•Read with expression

•Read this name (infuse student 
names into any text)

Fun
•Stand and clap the words.

•Sing or act out _____________.

•Read with movement

First Grade Edition

Phonemic Awareness
•What sound do you hear at the 
beginning of the word? What 
sound do you hear in the middle? 
What sound do you hear at the 
end? (single syllable words only-

•If I changed the beginning sound 
of the word _____ what is my new 
word? If I took off the beginning 
sound of the word --- what is my 
new word? If I added the __ sound 
to the word____ what is my new 
word? 

•What vowel sound do you hear in 
the word ______ 

•Word word am I saying if I say 
/b/a/t/?



Proper English
•What plural nouns do you see? 

•Is this a complete or incomplete 
sentence? 

•What proper nouns do you see? 
What do we need to do when 
writing proper nouns, titles of 
people, initials? 

•Find some nouns. Find some 
verbs.

•Why is this comma needed? 
(greeting, closure of a letter, dates, 
items in a series) 

•How can we add quotation marks 
to show that someone is speaking  
in this sentence? 

Predict, Infer, Compare, 
Contrast, Imagine

•Predict what will happen next.

•Compare one word or character to 
another.

•How would you explain ______? 

•How is ______ similar or different?

•What conclusions can you make?

•What can you infer about what we 
just read from the text?

•Why do you think ___________?

•Describe __________?

•Imagine _________. What does it 
look like?

Put in Order
•Look at the first sentence. Let’s mix 
up the words. Put  them back 
together  in the correct word order. 

•How many sentences are 
statements? How many are 
questions? What kind of punctuation 
goes at the end of each sentence?

•Look at the words in the first 
sentence. Put the words in ABC 
order and share with your partner.

•Use a graphic organizer to show 
what happens at the beginning, 
middle, and end of the agenda, the 
story, etc.
•How many words can you make out of 
the word___________________. 

Making Connections
•Retell the story, poem, text

•After reading this part, what are you 
thinking?

•Have you ever had an experience 
like this one? 

•Have you ever been to a place like 
that?

•Does this remind you of  another 
story you have read? A TV  show, a 
movie?

•How are you and _______similar? 
Different?

•What do you already know about 
this? What do you want to learn 
about this?

•Did you ever hear about this before?

Comprehension
•Why?, What if? How? 

•Restate the facts and details in your 
own words. 

•What is the cause and the effect? 

•What does the word ______mean?

•What would you conclude about___?

•What would happen if ________?

•Why do you think ___________?

•What ideas validate __________?

•What is your analysis of ________?

•Can you describe ___________?

•How would you explain ________?
•How can you paraphrase what you just 
read?

Fluency
•Use expression when reading this 
part of the agenda, story, etc.

•Echo read.

•Boys read / girls read.

•Teacher or student reads orally

•Read in rounds.

•Read with different emotions

Fun
•Make up a movement to illustrate 
what you just heard

•Stand and clap the words.

Second Grade Edition

Phonics
•What vowel sound do you hear? 
What words have the same 
blends?  

•Decode this new word? 

•Do you see any compound 
words? What do they mean? 

•Can you tell me the abbreviation 
for (day, month)? 

•What is an antonym for this 
word? What is a synonym for this 
word? 

•What does this prefix or suffix 
mean? 

•Do any of these words have a 
multiple meaning? 



Proper English
•Look at this sentence. Is is past, 
present, or future tense? Can you 
change the verb to make it another 
tense? 

•What pronouns do you see? 
Adjectives? Compound Nouns? 
Articles? 

•Is this sentence a Declarative? 
Imperative? Interrogative? 
Exclamatory? What is the correct 
punctuation that goes with this kind 
of sentence?

•Does the subject of this sentence 
agree with the verb? 

•Is this comma used correctly? 
(dates, locations, addresses, items 
in a series) 

Predict, Infer, Compare, 
Contrast, Imagine

•Skim and scan the rest of this 
paragraph to find the answer to this 
question______. 

•Predict what you think might 
happen next in the story; Confirm or 
revise your predictions after reading 
further. 

•Compare one word or idea to 
another one.

•What conclusions can you make?

•What is similar and different?

•What ideas validate _______?

•Imagine a character and describe 
him/her or draw it on your white 
board or paper.

Put in Order
•Tell the beginning, middle and end. 
Include details to develop the central 
idea of the day (agenda), story, etc. 

•Put the words in this sentence in 
alphabetical order. 

•Look at the first sentence. Let’s mix 
up the words. Can you put  them 
back together in the correct word 
order? Can you use the same words 
to change this statement into a 
question, a command, or an 
exclamation?

•Use a graphic organizer  to show 
what happens at the beginning, 
middle and end of the agenda, the 
story, etc.

Making Connections
•Compare what you just read to 
something else you have read on the 
same subject.

•Relate what you just read to an 
experience you have had. 

•Instead of the word “said”, what 
other word could you use that means 
the same thing. 

•Does this remind you of  another 
story you have read? A TV show, a 
movie?

•What do you already know about 
this? What do you want to learn?

•What in the world is like this?

•Retell this story, key point, poem.

Comprehension
•What is the main idea of this 
paragraph? What are the supporting 
details? 

•What is the problem? The solution? 

•What is the theme or author’s 
message? 

•What genre is this written in? 

•If we wanted to imitate the sound of 
(the weather today,etc) what words 
could we use? 

•What is your analysis of _________?
•How would you explain _________?
•What would happen if _________?
•How can you paraphrase what you just 
read?

Fluency
•Use  different voices when 
reading this part of the Agenda, 
Key Point, etc.

•Echo read.

•Boys read / girls read.

•Read in rounds.

•Read with different emotions like 
happy and sad.

Fun
•Read like an animal

•Stand and clap the words.

•Think of a movement to 
remember this word or text.

Third Grade Edition

Phonics

•Look at this word. It is from the -
”ight”  word family. What other 
words can you make in this same 
family? 

Use the context of this sentence to 
find out what this word means. 

•What does this prefix mean? 
What does this suffix mean? 
•Work with your partner to look up this 
word in the dictionary to learn it’s 
meaning. 

•Change the end of this word to make 
it plural. 

•Do you see any homophones? 


