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August 2022

Dear Students and Parents,

The Christian Service Program through Bishop Gorman offers a unique way for our students to live as Christ asks us to
live. This commission —to go out into the world and spread the good news, is intended to aid the local community and
provide our students with the opportunity for personal growth in virtue.

For Freshmen, Sophomores and Seniors the service hours they are asked to perform need to fall within the guidelines
specified by the program. This ought not to limit the student’s freedom, but show them ways in which the community most
needs their presence and love. The places (agencies) which typically meet such criteria are: churches, nursing homes,
hospitals, senior centers, food banks, homeless shelters, soup kitchens, and charitable organizations. Any work which is
not pre-approved or does not work specifically with a population in need does not count toward service hours.

Information concerning various organizations (agencies) in need of volunteers can be found on the Helper Helper
application. A student may choose their own agency outside of the pre-approved list as long as they obtain approval from
the coordinator for the grade-level hours. For Freshmen, Sophomores and Seniors please contact Michael Johnston.

Please be aware that the service hours required by each grade level are different. As the freshmen are only newly
acquainted with the program, their hours are set at twenty (20). Sophomores require twenty-five (25), and both juniors1

and seniors will need forty (40) hours.Excess hours from a previous grade cannot be ‘carried forward’ into the new
service-hour requirement for the year. This is done so that students diversify their service portfolio and enter into the new
school year with the understanding that service is meant to inspire growth in virtue (a habitual disposition to the good) and
is not merely a checklist.

With this in mind, please know that in forming our students we set these hours as necessary curriculum. This means that
the hours are required in order to release transcripts. No institution can receive a Gorman student’s record unless that
student has completed their service hours for the year.

The number of agencies allowed for any single student is three (3). This should allow the student to spend enough time
with a given agency to establish a rapport with the people they are serving and working with. Always remember to call the
agency for the most current information and to find out what requirements and restrictions may apply. In some
cases there are age limitations, dress codes, required training, and waivers or applications to be completed.

We hope that you find the Christian Service Program a meaningful part of your high school experience and that it leads to
a lifetime of service which will benefit others.

In Christ,

Michael Johnston
Theology Department Chair
903.561.2424 (office)

1 The junior program (CSI) is separate from the one discussed in this document. Junior hours will be served as a class
and will be organized by the school and the junior class.
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Bishop Thomas K. Gorman Catholic School Christian Service Program Goals

● Provide aid to the local community in areas of greatest need.

● Allow for the opportunity to grow in virtue through our service to others.

● Show how the message of the Good News is lived through the care of those who are in need.

● Help each student to obtain a broader perspective through service to various socio-economic groups.

● Encourage faculty and family participation in and support of the Christian Service Program.

As Christians we are called to serve God and to serve others, giving a preferential option to the poor.  In
response to this call to Christian Service, Bishop Thomas K. Gorman Catholic School expects the following of
each High School Student.

Freshmen: 20 Hours (with a maximum of three agencies) *

Sophomores: 25 Hours (with a maximum of three agencies) *

Juniors: 40 Hours See the CSI program for Junior hours

Seniors: 40 Hours (with a maximum of three agencies, preferably with one agency) *

* Hours may be served through the school. These hours must be pre-approved by the coordinator or
administration.

Completion of the Christian Service Requirement includes the following:

1. The Service project should reflect Christian values as described in Matthew 25: 35-41.  Specifically, the hours must:
a. occur within a non-profit setting
b. preferably minister directly to the poor and vulnerable
c. be supervised by an adult in the service agency chosen

2. Each student must coordinate with the supervisor(s) of their agency detailing the specifics of their service. If not pre-approved, (see the Helper
Helper app) the student will need to talk with their school coordinator for such approval. The reflection section for each agency will be completed in
Helper Helper when entering service hours..

3. Service must be done outside class time and be approved by the on-site supervisor. Students are responsible for entering their service hours in the
Helper Helper system. An automated validation email is sent to the agency supervisor the day after the past commitment is entered. Once validated by
the supervisor, the assigned school coordinator will review the entered commitment and validate for finalization.

4. All students will be required to complete an assignment in their Theology class based on their Christian Service experience. The assignment will
count as a test grade. The nature of the assignment is at the discretion of the teacher.

5. Students are expected to complete these service requirements in order to advance to the next grade level.  Seniors must complete these service
requirements to graduate. All school records will be held until all paperwork has been turned in through the Helper Helper app and approved by the
agency supervisor.

6. Though the school recognizes the importance of many activities which provide opportunities for volunteer work, the following are ordinarily NOT
approved:

a. private arrangements with private individuals
b. recreation programs or summer sports camps not specifically designed for handicapped or other special needs

groups.

7. Completion of hours for each semester. No hours completed may be carried forward and applied to hours needed for the current semester.
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