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Dear Parents/Guardians and Staff:

The Maine Department of Education is working with Ginkgo Bioworks, Inc. to provide COVID-19 testing in schools. The
RSU 12 School Board has approved offering Pooled Testing for students and staff as a new strategy in mitigating
COVID-19. We plan to start Pooled Testing after November 8, 2021. Pooled Testing is voluntary and will require a signed
consent form by a parent/guardian for a student to participate, or from staff if they wish to participate. Please return the
attached consent form by November 1st if you wish to participate in the first round of pooled testing.

Pooled Testing involves testing groups of between 5-25 individuals once a week. All students/staff in a pool swab their
own noses (with supervision for young students) and place their swabs in a single test tube (that’s the pooling step). The
samples in the tube are sent to a lab and run as a single sample, using one PCR test. When the lab results come back, if the
results are negative, nothing needs to be done. If one of the pools test positive, then all members of that pool will be
individually tested with a BinaxNOW rapid test. If the rapid test identifies the positive individual, then they go home and
isolate but no one else participating in the pool would have to go home. If the first rapid test does not identify a positive
individual, a second rapid test would be done the next day. If the second rapid test does not identify a positive individual,
then no more testing would be done until the next week’s scheduled pooled testing.

The advantage to implementing Pooled Testing is any unvaccinated close contacts (individuals who have been exposed to
someone who tests positive for COVID-19) participating in the program do not have to quarantine from school or
school-sponsored activities. Vaccinated close contacts with no symptoms do not have to quarantine regardless of whether
or not they participate in pooled testing. The advantage for vaccinated individuals to participate in pooled testing would be
to identify potential breakthrough cases when an individual is not showing symptoms.

All student information remains confidential and is not shared with the lab running the pooled test. The test tubes are
labeled with numbers and letters. RSU 12 keeps track of who is in each pool but like all health information, that is only
shared with those who have a need to know within RSU 12.

To learn more, you can follow this link to a video that shows a child self-swabbing.
(https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fJML8xBEKGk)

Again, participation in Pooled Testing is completely voluntary and will require a signed consent form. We are pleased to
be able to offer this Pooled Testing Program. If you are interested and would like to enroll your student(s), fill out the
attached Consent Form (one per student) and return to your student’s school. If you have questions, please contact your
school principal or school nurse. You may also contact our pool testing coordinator, Rachel Heath, located at Chelsea
Elementary School, 207-582-2214.

Sincerely,

Howard Tuttle
RSU 12 Superintendent

http://www.svrsu.org/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fJML8xBEKGk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fJML8xBEKGk

