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10-22-2021

Community High School District 117 Families,

Time keeps moving on, it is hard to imagine a quarter of the school year has already passed. The

District has consistently communicated its goal to create school conditions which maximize

in-person learning in a healthy and safe manner, with minimal interruptions. While this year has

had its unique challenges, there are many achievements to acknowledge and celebrate:

● Approximately 94% average daily attendance, similar to pre-pandemic student

attendance.

● Approximately 300 students, from both schools, are participating in the first District

Student Leadership Conference series that focuses on who you are as a person and what

your individual/collective purpose is.

● Approximately 1,200 students participated in the Activity Fairs held in both buildings.

● The Arts programs have presented very successful concerts, plays and productions.

● The 12 team Volleyball Invite was the first major event held in the District Field House

on Saturday Sept. 11th.

● D117 Tennis complex hosted the NLCC Conference and IHSA Sectional Tournaments.

● Highly engaging Homecoming festivities wrapped up this past week.

These represent just a few examples of this year’s great student focused activities. There are

certainly many more individual/collective accomplishments, meaningful learning experiences

and positive memories which continue to be created each day our skillful staff engage with

students.

Fortunately the public health indicators for COVID-19 continue to trend downward in the state,

county and locally.
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Our schools have consistently shown to be a relatively safe environment due, in large part, to our

layered mitigation strategies. Combining vaccinations, social distancing, masking, frequent

cleaning, increased ventilation, and having those who are sick stay home, the District continues

to have a very low COVID-19 transmission rate. Combining mitigating measures allows

students to remain in school with relatively few interruptions which, from the beginning, has

been the District’s goal. The hope of everyone is that transmission levels continue to decrease

and remain low so that state mandates can be lifted. The District had developed a mitigation

plan (below) prior to the Governor’s face mask mandate. The Governor has indicated hope for

removing mandates, in the public sector, before the upcoming holiday season. No specific

timeline has yet been communicated, to school districts, on easing the face mask mandate.
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Please note the plan is based on the four levels of transmission (Low, Moderate, Substantial and

High). The Board of Education approved the Return to School Learning Plan that included face

masks as an option in school when local transmission achieves the low and moderate levels. The

District will send parents, in the coming weeks, a survey asking for input on the use of face

masks. The survey data will assist in determining the District’s course of action when the state

face mask mandate is lifted in schools.

Many people find it difficult to stay informed about the more than 100 new state laws that are

enacted annually which impact education. For those who want to know more about potential

legislation and new educational laws, the Illinois Association of School Boards is a helpful

resource. The District frequently receives legal updates on new laws that may require some

change in school policy and practice. As a piece of the Board of Education’s governance duties,

periodic reviews of these updates and changes are conducted during the open session of Board

meetings.  For those interested in School Board policies they can be found here.

Sincerely,

Dr. Jim McKay

Superintendent

https://datahub.chsd117.org/return-to-school
https://www.iasb.com/
https://www.boardpolicyonline.com/?b=community_unit_117

