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9-24-2021

Community High School District 117 Families,

We have completed six full, uninterrupted weeks of school which are worthy of celebration. We all

have worked so hard to remain fully in school and to provide the very best student experiences

under less than ideal circumstances yet our schools are being vandalized in response to a social

media challenge. This vandalism is not unique to District 117; school districts around the country

are dealing with a huge uptick in vandalism. The destructive viral trend began using the hashtag

‘Devious Licks’ on a social media app called TikTok. The challenge encourages kids to steal and

destroy school property. We believe a few students that follow the viral trend target bathrooms,

damaging soap and towel dispensers, and clogging toilets among other things, all of which render

the facilities unusable. The District has worked hard to provide a safe and rich learning

environment for all students and staff; it is unfortunate the actions of a few negatively impact the

entire school community.
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There are obvious consequences for damaging school property and the District will pursue holding

students and parents accountable for these destructive behaviors. The District is monitoring

bathrooms more closely and using hallway cameras to help determine those who might be involved.

The District would much prefer the destructive and disruptive behavior stop rather than spending

valuable time and resources on senseless acts of vandalism.

In the coming weeks both Antioch and Lakes will host and celebrate a large variety of Homecoming

events all designed to build a sense of community. I hope we can focus on the positive aspects of

this special time of year rather than on unproductive school vandalism. Please help discourage

these divisive behaviors.

Sincerely,

Dr. Jim McKay

Superintendent


