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Millstadt CCSD #160 

Updated In-Person Learning Plan 

(updated August 10, 2021) 
 

As we prepare for the 2021-2022 school year, the Millstadt School District will be in-person 

learning for all students. 

 

The school day will return to the traditional 8:10-3:10 student attendance day.  The one 

adjustment to the traditional schedule has nothing to do with COVID.  Every Wednesday, 

students will be dismissed at 2:30 p.m.  From 2:30-3:30 on Wednesdays, teachers will 

participate in Professional Learning Communities (PLC).  PLC is an opportunity for teachers to 

collaborate and work together to improve instruction and student achievement and was approved 

by the Board of Education in 2020 to be implemented during the 2020-2021 school year, before 

the school closure. 

 

Most recently, funds available through the American Rescue Plan (ARP) Act require that school 

districts develop a Plan for Safe Return to In-Person Instruction and Continuity of Services.  As 

such, this plan has been developed in accordance with the ARP Act and the Illinois State 

Superintendent of Education declaration of July 9, 2021; is aligned with guidance provided by 

the Illinois Department of Public Health (IDPH) and the Centers for Disease Control and 

Prevention (CDC); and addresses adjustments needed in response to evolving COVID-19 

pandemic circumstances.  Taking the public’s input into account, this plan was also developed 

through key district stakeholders.  Opportunity for the public to provide input was provided 

during the July 22 Board of Education meeting.  This plan will also be made publicly available 

on the district’s website.  School strategies in this plan may be added or removed based upon 

local conditions, levels of community transmission (i.e., low, moderate, substantial, or high), 

local vaccine coverage, use of screening testing to detect cases in K-12 schools, and consultation 

with local public health officials to determine the prevention strategies needed.  School officials 

will communicate any changes in plans to staff members, students, and parents. 

 

MAINTAINING THE HEALTH AND SAFETY OF STUDENTS, EDUCATORS AND 

OTHER STAFF 

• In accordance with the Illinois State Superintendent of Schools July 9, 2021 declaration, 

Millstadt CCSD #160 will be open fully for in-person learning for all student attendance 

days for the 2021-22 school year.  Remote instruction will only be made available for 

non-vaccinated or vaccine ineligible students who are under quarantine as directed by the 

local health department or the Illinois Department of Public Health. 

 

 



SELF-CERTIFICATION 

• Daily: 

o Prior to students attending school each day, parents must self-certify that their 

child does NOT have a temperature of 100.4, is not taking fever-reducing 

medications, has not been in close contact with someone with Covid, and is not 

experiencing any symptoms of Covid. 

o Staff will also self-certify using the same requirements listed for students. 

 

MASKS/FACE COVERING 

• Based on the mandate from Illinois Governor Pritzker on August 4, 2021, masks will be 

mandated inside the school building until further notice.   

• Face shields will be permitted to allow for instructional goals that could not be attained if 

the teacher is wearing a mask. A minimum of 3 feet social distancing should be 

maintained, when possible, if a face shield is temporarily used. 

 

PHYSICAL DISTANCING 

• To the extent possible within school and classroom structures so that it does not exclude 

students from full day in-person learning, school staff are to help students commit to 

physical distancing to the greatest extent possible. 

• Furniture, play spaces, activities and materials will be separated to the greatest extent 

possible 

• Classrooms will provide assigned seating for students and encourage students to remain 

in these seats to the greatest extent possible 

• School staff will maximize physical distance as much as possible when moving through 

food service lines and while eating.  Students and staff who are fully vaccinated do not 

need to distance while eating. 

• Physical distancing measures are to be done in an equitable manner that does not 

perpetuate academic, racial, or other tracking (e.g., separating people into fully 

vaccinated and non-fully vaccinated cohorts). 

 

SCHOOL HOURS 

• School opens at 8:00 a.m.  No students will be allowed before 8:00 a.m. 

• The school day is from 8:10 a.m. until 3:10 p.m. daily.   

• Students will be dismissed at 2:30 p.m. every Wednesday. 

 

PANTHER PLACE 

• The program will host kindergarten through fourth grade students. 

• A maximum of 100 students will be allowed to enroll in the program. 

• Panther Place will only be open when school is in session. 

 

BUS PROCEDURES 

• Parents are encouraged to transport their children to school if possible. 

• Per CDC guidance, masks must be worn on all district provided transportation. 

 

MORNING PROCEDURES: 

• School will open at 8:00 a.m. with school beginning at 8:10 a.m. 

o Students will not be allowed to arrive prior to 8:00 a.m. 

o At MCS, grades 3-4 will enter the building near the superintendent’s office, 

grades 5-6 will enter under the canopy at the principal’s office, and grades 7-8 

will enter through the atrium/gym area. 



o At MPC, parent drop off is in the back of the school, behind the building. 

o Students will report directly to their homeroom class upon arrival. 

 

HYGIENE 

• Sanitizer stations will be located at all entrances. 

• Classrooms will be scheduling regular hand washing times throughout the day. 

 

CLEANING AND SANITIZING 

• The district will continue to utilize a higher (hospital) grade disinfectant. 

• The district has hand sanitizer dispensers for entrances at both schools. 

• Additional cleaning of highly touched areas will occur throughout the day. 

• Water fountains will be closed, except for the areas that dispense water directly into 

bottles. 

o Students should bring their personal water bottle daily and will be allowed to 

refill at the dispenser station throughout the day. 

• The lunchroom tables will be cleaned and disinfected between groups of students. 

 

VISITORS 

• Nonessential visitors, volunteers, and activities involving external groups or 

organizations with people who are not fully vaccinated are discouraged from visiting 

schools. 

• Visitors within the building will be extremely limited to contractors or essential visitors. 

• Parent teacher conferences, IEP meetings, etc. will be remote via Google Meet or phone 

call whenever possible. 

  

CLASSROOMS 

• Students will be distanced to the greatest extent possible. 

• Tables at the primary center will be separated by shields. 

• All desks will be facing the same direction. 

• Classrooms must have consistent assigned seating for all students. 

 

FOOD SERVICE 

• The following day’s breakfast will be sent home at the end of the school day.  There will 

not be breakfast served at school in the morning due to time constraints. 

• Students will be spaced out to the greatest extent possible within the cafeteria. 

• Students will be seated by homerooms in the cafeteria. 

 

CONTACT TRACING 

• The school district will continue to contract trace and provide close contacts to the St. 

Clair County Health Department following CDC and IDPH guidance. 

• Fully vaccinated people who were in close contact with someone who has COVID-19 but 

do NOT have COVID-19 symptoms do not need to quarantine or be tested. 

• Students and staff suspected of having COVID-19, whether they were tested or not, are to 

follow the CDC guidelines to determined when they can return to school. 

• Following quarantine, students and staff returning from illness related to COVID-19 are 

to call to check in with the school’s health care professional. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

MONITORING OF SCHOOL PROCEDURES 

• District officials will continue to collaborate and consult with the St. Clair County Health 

Department regarding logistics and decision-making including, but not limited to, school 

health and safety protocols, screening testing, contact tracing, vaccine clinics, and 

emergency school closings. 

• Through September 30, 2023, this plan will be reviewed no less frequently than every six 

months and revised as appropriate after seeking and considering public input.  Revisions 

will address the most recently updated safety recommendations by the CDC., IDPH and 

ISBE. 

REMOTE LEARNING PLAN 

• Remote learning will be provided to students that are under a quarantine or isolation 

order from the health department. 

• These will be considered excused absences for purposes of attendance. 

• Students will be provided assignments, which may be a combination of paper and/or 

online assignments during the absences. 

• Students will be provided five hours per week of synchronous interaction with a teacher 

for questions/answers, clarification, re-teaching, and instruction. 

• Synchronous interaction will occur between 3:30-4:30 or 30 minutes during prep period 

and 30 minutes after school with the exact times to be determined by the teacher 

completing the remote instruction. 


