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Dates to remember 
Friday, October 29 – School Wide Pink Out Day and 
Volleyball Game  
 
Friday, November 5 – End of First Quarter 

 

Pink Out Day and volleyball game 
planned 
In recognition of Breast Cancer Awareness Month, 

we’re planning a Pink Out Day next 
Friday, October 29, when students 
and staff may wear pink.  Pink tops 
may be worn with uniform pants 
OR all-pink pants/skirts that meet 
dress code guidelines in length and 
style.  In addition, the varsity 
volleyball game at 6:30 that evening 

will also be a Pink Out, when spectators are encouraged 
to wear pink for the cause.  Admission is free for GTA 
students and $5 at the door for parents and guests.  
Note that masks will be required of all spectators.  All 
proceeds and any donations made will go to Munson 
Medical Center’s Smith Family Breast Health Center.  
The game is also the last regular game of the season, 
Senior Night and Parent Night, so let’s all put on our 
pink, and support the team and a very good cause!   
 

Putting contest announced 
GTA students who have been involved in one of our golf 

clinics in the past are invited 
to participate in an exciting, 
first-ever putting contest 
fundraiser to support our 
growing golf program!  For a 
$5 donation, golfers will get 

three chances to putt the ball down the main corridor 
from the Secondary entrance toward the Elementary 
entrance.  Equipment will be provided and golf prizes 
will be awarded!  Don’t miss this unique event, which 
takes place at 1:30 on Friday, October 29 inside the 
north (Secondary) entrance.  Registration is not 

necessary, but we do ask that students be accompanied 
by a parent.  Parents are welcome to give it a shot as 
well.  We hope to see you there!  
 

Convenient links on website 
For your convenience, some of our most-used website 

pages have been added as buttons on the home page.  
Parents and students will find links to the Connections 
Newsletter, Sports Schedules (including calendars with 
location maps) and Online Payments without having to 
scroll through the entire menu to find them! 
 

Materials needed for art project 
Do you have scratched CD’s or DVD’s that are no longer 
useable?  Or perhaps some old computer discs that 
have served their purpose?  If so, our Lower Elementary 
art classes could use them for an art project and would 
love your donation!  They are also looking for scrap 
yarn; the end of a skein or simply leftover pieces at least 
24” in length would be very helpful.  Our young artists 
will enjoy turning your old scraps of yarn and used discs 
into creative, colorful works of art.  A collection box will 
be located outside the Aqua 4 classroom through 
November 19.   Mrs. Wildner and her students thank 
you in advance for anything you can spare! 

 

Keep GTA healthy with screening 
Screening for COVID-19 symptoms daily before leaving 
for school is an important part of keeping our GTA 
community healthy. The Grand Traverse County Health 
Department screening protocol is attached for your 
convenience. 
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A big thanks to GTA’s Family Council!  
It was wonderful to meet so many new faces and see 
lots of familiar ones at Parent-Teacher Conferences 
during the last two weeks.  GTA teachers enjoyed the 
opportunity to visit with parents and discuss your 
children’s progress at school.  Teachers and staff who 
put in some long hours on Thursdays also enjoyed the 
pleasant surprise of dinner provided by our Family 
Council!  They appreciated the kind gesture and thank 
all those who contributed to this welcome (and tasty!) 
meal break.  A special thanks to Kristin Boogaard for 
leading the group, organizing the meals and setting up 
the fundraisers, which will support future Family 
Council activities.      
 

GTA Family Council news 
Fund raising opportunities.  Car wash coupons make 

great gifts and are a convenient way to 
keep your own ride clean and tidy.  
Purchase a Mirror Image (formerly Boon 
Street Auto Wash) single basic wash 
coupon for $7 or a book of five for $35.  
Full-service interior & exterior washes 
are available for $25 each or $125 for a 

book of five.  Profits will support the GTA Family 
Council's efforts throughout the school year.  Follow 
this link to purchase:  GTA FC CAR WASH or contact 
Kristin Boogaard at (616) 328-4646 
or kristinboogaard@gmail.com.  
 
K-6th grade students can pre-order GTA Pride bracelets 
today!  Wear these fun bracelets sporting the GTA 
school colors to show your MUSTANG PRIDE!  See the 
attached flyer for an example and to place your order, 
or order here:  GTA Pride Bracelet Order Form.  
Questions?  Contact Kristin Boogaard at (616) 328-4646 
or kristinboogaard@gmail.com.   
 
          Be sure to join our Facebook group, GTA Family 
Council, to stay connected and keep up to date with all 
the amazing service opportunities. 

 
 
If your child will be late for school or 
absent for the day, please notify the 
office by 8:30 am.  Parents will be 

called to verify any unexcused absences after that time. 
Elementary 995-0665   /   Secondary 932-6038 

 

Counseling corner 
College, university, armed services representatives to 
visit GTA.  Juniors and seniors are invited to meet with 
representatives from various colleges, universities and 
the armed services right here at school.  Sign-up sheets 
are located outside the Secondary office.  Upcoming 
dates are as follows, with more to come: 
 

Date Organization 

Tuesday, October 26 
Saginaw Valley State 

University 

Thursday, October 28 Alma College 

Wednesday, November 10 
College for Creative 

Studies 

Wednesday, November 10 
Western Michigan 
University (virtual) 

 
October is College Application Month.  Now is a great 

time for high school 
seniors to consider which 
colleges or universities 
they wish to apply to.  A 
personal visit is a great 
way to get familiar with 
campuses and programs to 
find just the right fit.  
Elijah, Hunter, Austin and 
Katelynn traveled to Ferris 
State University recently 
to check it out! Though 

most schools offer organized tours, they may look a 
little different this year due to COVID-19 considerations.  
Check with your schools of choice to learn what they 
offer to prospective students.  
  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
It’s FAFSA time.  Many seniors have decided where they 
wish to go to college; now they’re thinking about how 
to pay for it. As seniors explore their options for the 
2022-23  post-secondary school year, it’s time to submit 
the Free Application for Federal Student Aid, or FAFSA, 

Congratulations to 
Olivia Dimitrijevic on 

her acceptance to Ferris 
State University 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0c45a5ad28a5fcc34-carwash
mailto:kristinboogaard@gmail.com
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0c45a5ad28a5fcc34-gtapride
mailto:kristinboogaard@gmail.com
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www.FAFSA.ed.gov.  Seniors are reminded to submit 
their college applications prior to submitting the FAFSA, 
as the funding package comes from the post-secondary 
institutions (the college or university) that the student 
has applied to for 2022-23.  Schools of choice must be 
listed on the FAFSA in order of preferred attendance 
(first choice school, first on the FAFSA).  FAFSA is open 
now, with a deadline of March 1, 2022.  Northwestern 
Michigan College will host a series of virtual financial aid 
events that will be helpful in completing the FAFSA.  
Take advantage of this opportunity here. 
 
Donations still accepted for “Socktober” 
The boxes are filling up and they’ve almost reached 

their goal of 500 items, 
but Mrs. Mroczkowski’s 
and Mrs. Drost’s GEMS 
classes are still in need 
of new, warm socks and 
toiletry items to donate 

to area homeless shelters in celebration of Socktober. 
The biggest need is adult-sized socks, but they can use 
children’s sizes as well. Toiletry items could include 
toothbrushes, toothpaste, deodorant, soap or 
shampoo.  We hope you’ll help them reach their goal of 
collecting 500 items by the end of the month.  Send 
your sock or toiletry donations to school with your 
child through Friday, October 29, and thank you for 
contributing to this worthy cause. 
 

Choice Theory:  The Ten Axioms  
                                                                                     by Mindy VanHouzen 

An axiom is defined as a statement that is regarded as 
being established, accepted, or self-
evidently true.  For the next few weeks 
we will be exploring the Ten Axioms of 
Choice Theory.  The axioms help us to 
understand ourselves and each other. 
 

Axiom #1:  The only person whose behavior we can 
control is our own.  We have all been disappointed by 
the behavior of another person.  We may think, “if my 
daughter would stop doing this, I would be happy,” or, 
“if my brother started doing that I would be happy.”  If 
we constantly rely on the behavior of other people for 
our own happiness, we will forever be disappointed.  
This is because we cannot control the behavior of other 
people.  We must take a look at what we contributed to 
a specific situation, and how we can change our own 
behavior, in order to have the outcome we desire.  The 

next time you are disappointed by the behavior of 
another person think, “what can I do differently next 
time to have a different outcome?”  This returns control 
of our happiness back to ourselves. 
 

National Principals Month 
Did you know that October is National Principals 

Month?  During the past year and a half of 
unprecedented challenges, our principals (and 
superintendent!) have worked tirelessly to ensure our 
students’ success and to protect their health and safety.  
Their leadership and dedication to fulfilling our mission 
of keeping students safe, loved and learning has been 
admirable.  If you care to send a note of thanks to one 
or all of our administrators, we’re sure they’d love to 
hear from you! 
 
Colin Smith, Elementary Principal 
smithc@mygta.us 
 
Alicia Adams, Elementary Assistant Principal 
adamsa@mygta.us  
 
Michelle Floering, Secondary Principal 
floeringm@mygta.us      
 
Jim Coneset, Superintendent 
conesetj@mygta.us 
 

Mustang Roundup 
Volleyball.  On Tuesday, varsity volleyball hosted Lake 

Leelanau St. Mary with two 
starters out due to 
illness/injury.  Playing hard 
with a brand new rotation, 
they lost 0-3, with scores of 
19-25, 24-26 and 15-25.  

Stats were as follows:   Anna Hoffman 2 kills, 3 digs, 1 
ace; Izzy McMann 8 digs, 1 ace; Jocelyn Stephen 2 kills, 

http://www.fafsa.ed.gov/
https://www.nmc.edu/financial-aid/financial-aid-events.html
mailto:smithc@mygta.us
mailto:adamsa@mygta.us
mailto:floeringm@mygta.us
mailto:conesetj@mygta.us
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2 digs, 2 aces, 1 block; Michaila Kinney 11 kills, 10 digs, 
2 aces; Norah Vanwingerden 16 assists, 3 digs, 1 kill; 
Jurnie Shimko 7 kills, 4 digs, 1 ace. 
     
Cross Country.   It was a great day for the Mustangs 
cross country teams on Saturday at the Lake Leelanau 
St. Mary "Hail Mary Run"! Our junior high girls took 1st 
place in the 3,000m, with Addison Patrzik coming in 
first, followed by three teammates in the top 10:  
Shenoah Collier – 4th, Kylie Vermilyea – 5th and 
Madison Smith – 10th.  High school boys were 2nd place 
winners, with Chase Snell at the top with an all-time 5K 
personal record of 17:41; Ethan Larsen took 5th with 
18:54.48.  High school girls took 3rd, led by Petra Foote 
finishing third overall, with a personal record time of 
20:50; Katelyn Dix came in 9th with a time of 23:43.90.      
 
Co-op Soccer.   Congratulations to our Sabres co-op 
soccer team on their 6-0 win against Kalkaska in district 
semifinals on Monday. 
 
In district finals play on Thursday, after regulation and 
overtime periods ending in a 1-1 tie, the team lost a 
tough game in a shootout in the 6th round of penalty 
kicks.  Finishing the season at 16-6, they have a lot to be 
proud of and look forward to a final practice on Monday 
to celebrate the success of the season.  They wish Elk 
Rapids the best going forward as they move on to 
regionals. 
 

Have a question?     
No question is too silly or trivial to ask!  Here’s where to 
go for a fast answer to general questions about all 
things GTA, like uniforms, school pictures, masks, 
carpool procedures, school hours and more: 
 

Elementary Office: (231) 995-0665 
Secondary Office: (231) 932-6038 

info@mygta.us 
 

For answers to more specific questions, please refer to 
the list on our website.  We want to be sure that you 
know exactly where to go for accurate answers. 

 
 
 
 
 

Shanty Creek Resorts announces NEW 
Locals Ski Pass Program 
GTA students in grades 4-12 and/or ages 9-17 are 

eligible to purchase 
discounted all-area, 
unrestricted Super 
Passes for the 2021-22 
season at Shanty Creek 
Resort in Bellaire for 

just $99!  Interested parents may purchase passes for 
$319 (limit two per family).  Details and sign-up 
information is attached.  Thank you, Shanty Creek, for 
this very generous offer! 

 
Easy ways to raise funds for GTA  
Save your Oleson’s receipts, please!  Do you shop at 

Oleson’s Food Markets?  Did you 
know that your cash register 
receipts are worth money to our 
school?  With the Oleson’s 
Community Share Program, you 

earn “Community Share Points” each time you shop 
(with the exception of alcohol purchases).  One point 
equals one cent, so if you spend $100 on groceries, 
you’ve earned $1 for GTA!  These points add up quickly 
and resulted in over $1,000 in earnings yearly.  It’s easy 
to participate – simply save your receipts and place 
them in the collection box inside the Elementary 
entrance (to the right of the office door).  
 
Box Tops for Education.  Box Tops for Education offers 

an easy way to support our 
school with the purchase of 
many grocery items:  The  Box 
Tops mobile app allows you to 

scan store receipts, find participating products and 
instantly add Box Tops to our earnings online.  No more 
clipping, taping onto collection sheets and dropping 
them off at school!  Be sure to download the app now 
to take advantage of this easy way to earn free money 
for GTA!    
 
 

Dad jokes from Don 
 
 

Whomever invented knock-knock jokes 
should get a No-bell Prize! 

mailto:info@mygta.us
https://www.mygta.us/page/where-to-go-for-what
https://www.boxtops4education.com/
https://www.boxtops4education.com/


Appendix B COVID-19 Return to School Toolkit August 5, 2020 

Student Screening 

Screen your child for the following symptoms daily before they leave for school. Follow the directions 
below if your child displays symptoms or has been exposed. 

Symptoms 
☐ Temperature 100.4 degrees Fahrenheit or higher
☐ Sore throat
☐ New uncontrolled cough that causes difficulty breathing (for students with chronic allergic/asthmatic

cough, a change in their cough from baseline)
☐ Diarrhea, vomiting, or abdominal pain
☐ New onset of severe headache, especially with a fever

Close Contact/Potential Exposure 
In the past 14 days, has your child: 

☐ Had close contact (within 6 feet of an infected person for at least 15 minutes) with a person with
confirmed COVID-19: OR

☐ Had close contact (within 6 feet of an infected person for at least 15 minutes) with person under
quarantine for possible exposure to COVID-19; OR

☐ Had a travel history

If the answer is YES to any of the symptom questions, keep your child(ren) home from school. 

If the answer is YES to any symptoms question and YES to any close contact/potential exposure question, 
call the school as soon as possible to let them know the reason your child(ren) won’t be there today. Call 
your healthcare provider right away. If you don’t have one or cannot be seen, go to 
www.mi.gov/coronavirustest or call 2-1-1 to find a location to have your child(ren) tested for COVID-19. 

If the answer is YES to any of the symptom questions, but NO to any close contact/potential exposure 
questions, your student may return based on the guidance for their symptoms (see “Managing 
Communicable Diseases in Schools”):  

• Fever: at least 24 hours have passed with no fever, without the use of fever-reducing
medications

• Sore throat: improvement (if strep throat: do not return until at least 2 doses of antibiotic have
been taken);

• Cough/Shortness of breath: improvement
• Diarrhea, vomiting, abdominal pain: no diarrhea or vomiting for 24 hours
• Severe headache: improvement

DISCLAIMER: This screening tool is subject to change based on the latest information on COVID-19. 

Source: Centers for Disease Control and Prevention; Screening K-12 Students for Symptoms of COVID-19: Limitations and 
Considerations 



 

Family Council

GTA Pride Bracelets

Order HERE 
Now 

 

$8 each or 
2 for $15 or 

3 for $20
Want to do something nice

for another student?
Consider buying an extra one

and giving it to a friend!

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0c45a5ad28a5fcc34-gtapride
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0c45a5ad28a5fcc34-gtapride
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0c45a5ad28a5fcc34-gtapride
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0c45a5ad28a5fcc34-gtapride



