
BARRINGTON PUBLIC SCHOOLS STUDENTS: SECTION J

Academic Honesty and Integrity Policy

I. PURPOSE

Barrington Public Schools (BPS) supports a safe and equitable learning environment.
Academic honesty and integrity is essential to supporting that environment. This policy looks
to outline how BPS will support academic integrity and honesty focusing on restorative
justice practices and the importance of learning.

II. DEFINITIONS
Cheating involves unauthorized use of information, materials, devices, sources or practices
in completing academic activities (papers, projects, class assignments, exams/tests).
Plagiarism is a form of academic dishonesty where a student intentionally takes and/or uses
as their own work another’s published or unpublished thoughts, ideas, or writings. Verbatim
repetition or paraphrasing, without acknowledgement, of another person’s writing, work, or
research is also plagiarism.
Misrepresentation includes any fabrication or false presentation of data, quotations, sources,
or other information.
Aiding or Abetting includes helping another student to cheat, plagiarize, misrepresent or
otherwise engage in academic dishonesty.
Asking, Persuading, or Coercing another student to engage in any of the behaviors listed
above is a violation of this policy.

In the elementary levels, students will be given general guidance and teaching about the
importance of doing their own work and seeking help when needed. Educators will help
guide students to be responsible for their own work.

In the middle and high school levels, students will sign an Academic Integrity agreement at
the start of each trimester/semester with associated teaching about the importance of
academic integrity, including the definitions of what constitutes a breach in academic
integrity.
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At all levels, the teaching/discussion will be guided by material from Common Sense Media
or a similar program.

Students who are found to have violated this policy will be directed to the principal or
designee to develop consequences based on restorative justice, recognizing that cheating
can be used as a teachable moment. Each school will develop and maintain a protocol
within the school handbook and post on each website for allowing the rewriting of a paper or
the retaking of a test. The protocol will outline the requirements for re-submission and the
requisite restorative justice practices, including a section identifying steps for repeat
violations to this policy.

If a student reports concerns regarding another student’s actions to a member of the staff,
the report will remain confidential.

All appeals will follow the District Appeals Policy found in the District Policy Manual on the
District Website.

Barrington Public Schools School Committee
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Approved:  October 21, 2021
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