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P.J. Fleck to Keynote State FFA Convention 

121 named finalists for top awards 

MINNEAPOLIS – (April 22, 2022) – The University of Minnesota’s head football coach, P.J. Fleck, will top 
the list of speakers at the 2022 Minnesota FFA Convention, sharing experiences that have been part of 
his path to becoming the teams 30th leader.  

Fleck is scheduled to speak during the convention’s fourth general session at 8:20 at the 3M Arena at 
Mariucci.  

Last year, the Gophers finished second in the Big Ten. Fleck is one of only two Gopher coaches to record 
nine or more wins in a season twice. He also became a Wall Street Journal best-selling author when his 
Row the Boat book, co-authored with Jon Gordon, peaked at No. 2 on the list in June.  

Fleck will join National FFA Officer Cortney Zimmerman, the central region vice president from Spencer, 
Wisconsin, in providing insight to more than 4,000 students, teachers and supporters attending the 93rd 
Minnesota FFA Convention. In addition, the six current Minnesota FFA state officers will each give a 
retiring address.  

Ambassadors selected 

Twenty-one FFA members have been selected as FFA ambassadors to serve during the convention and 
beyond. The program, sponsored by the Minnesota FFA Foundation, is intended to provide leadership 
experience to FFA members through interaction with members, supporters, donors and potential 
sponsors. In turn, it connects industry representatives and donors with the chance to learn more about 
FFA and its mission.  

Ambassadors and their local FFA chapters are: 

● Jaden Carey, Braham; 
● Sarena Remiger and Katie Cink, Cleveland; 
● Libby Salentine, Crookston; 
● Sophie Sevre, Dover-Eyota; 
● Connor Ballman, Goodhue; 
● Morgan Nordaune and Brandi Wellnitz, Mora; 
● Madison Staples, Morris Area; 
● Mallory Kowalke, Nevis; 
● Kaillie Sorem, Randolph; 
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● Maddie Harreld, Stewartville; 
● Jonathon Erbes, Tracy Area; 
● Jayma Iawson and Kendra Sanford, Verndale; 
● Zayda Priebe and Abbi Gillespie, Chatfield;  
● Warren Nelson, Fosston; 
● Cora Huhn, Litchfield; and 
● Brooklyn Guck and Anna Swyter, Perham.  

Donors to be honored 

The Minnesota FFA Foundation will honor high-level donors during a reception at 4 p.m. Monday, April 
25, in the Club Room of the 3M Arena at Mariucci. Among them is one 50-year donor, Foresight Bank, a 
community bank based in Plainview and Rochester, Minnesota.  

Supreme Champion donors to the Foundation include Northland Ford Dealers, Compeer Financial 
Services and the CHS Foundation. Champion level donors include AgCountry Farm Credit Services, 
Agribank, Land O’Lakes and the Minnesota Corn Growers Association.  

The Foundation will also hold a reception for convention sponsors at 11 a.m. Tuesday, April 26, in the 
Club Room of the 3M Arena at Mariucci. 

Issues Fair invites FFA members to learn agriculture priorities 

More than a dozen organizations, agencies and academics will be on hand from 10:30 to 11:30 a.m. 
Tuesday, April 26, on the concourse of the 3M Arena at Mariucci in Minneapolis. The fair will allow FFA 
members to visit representatives who will highlight topics related to current issues in agriculture.  

“As a state FFA officer, I had the opportunity to connect with industry professionals on current 
agricultural issues, and found the experience impactful toward my own future,” said Nicole Koziolek, 
state FFA secretary from the Randolph FFA chapter. “We want to provide that same experience for 
members, to discover the importance of what is currently happening.”  

Participants and topics include: 

● Forever Green – economics, agronomics and soil health; 
● Market Science – food biotechnology; 
● Minnesota Agri-Growth Council – workforce opportunities; 
● Minnesota Beef – beef and the environment; 
● Minnesota Corn Growers – corn utilization; 
● Minnesota Department of Health – preventing zoonotic diseases, antibiotic stewardship in farm 

animals, avian influenza, African swine fever; 
● Minnesota Department of Agriculture Dairy and Meat Inspection Division – antibiotic 

stewardship, drug residue prevention and antibiotic resistance; 
● Minnesota Farm Bureau – replenishing rural leadership; 
● Minnesota Farmers Union – local and regional meat processing; 
● Minnesota Turkey Growers Association – labor shortages and industry needs; 
● Minnesota Veterinary Diagnostic Laboratory – African swine fever risk and preparation; 
● Upper Midwest Agricultural Safety and Health Center – farm stress, infectious disease; and 
● USDA Food Safety and Inspection Service Office of Field Operations – salmonella in poultry, 

plant pests. 

Past FFA state officers, alumni engaged with convention 



The Minnesota FFA Alumni Association will honor the FFA state officer team from 25 years ago, hosting 
a reception for all FFA alumni at 3:30 p.m. Sunday, April 24, at the 3M Arena at Mariucci. The team will 
present the 2021-2022 retiring state officers with lifetime membership in the Minnesota FFA Alumni 
Association. 

Those who served on the 1996-1997 team are: 

● Laura (Klein) Richardson of the Kimball FFA, now from Wasilla, Alaska; 
● Aaron Stegemann of the Heron Lake-Okabena-Lakefield FFA, now from Medina, Minnesota; 
● Cory Buysse of the Tracy FFA, now from Nerstrand, Minnesota.  
● Tyson Hill of the Willmar FFA, now from near Austin, Texas; and  
● Patricia (Norman) Carlson of the New Ulm FFA, now from Stewart, Minnesota;  

● Cindy (Mulert) Birchmeier of the Owatonna FFA, now from Westphalia, Michigan; 

Current FFA members attending the convention who are seniors are invited to a reception sponsored by 
the Minnesota FFA Foundation at 10 a.m. on the floor of the 3M Arena at Mariucci.  

The Minnesota FFA Convention is offered in partnership by the Minnesota FFA Association, the 
Minnesota FFA Foundation and the Minnesota FFA Alumni. Throughout the convention, content is 
available on the Minnesota FFA website, the Minnesota FFA YouTube Channel, on the organization’s 
Facebook, Twitter and Instagram pages and on the Convention available on MNFFA.org. 

### 

About Minnesota FFA 
FFA is a national organization developing students’ potential for premier leadership, personal growth 
and career success through agricultural education with more than 700,000 members in all 50 states, 
Puerto Rico and the U.S. Virgin Islands. The Minnesota FFA Association represents more than 15,000 
members and more than 200 high school chapters across the state. Agricultural education engages 
students through hands-on learning in the classroom, work-based learning opportunities known as 
Supervised Agricultural Experience (SAE) projects and FFA activities. 
 
About Minnesota FFA Foundation 

The Minnesota FFA Foundation will be hosting additional events to support the more than 15,000 FFA 
members across Minnesota. The Minnesota FFA Foundation is incredibly honored to support the 
Minnesota FFA and thanks its donors and sponsors who make this possible. It is the mission of the 
Minnesota FFA Foundation to secure strategic partnerships and financial resources that promote and 
enhance premier leadership, personal growth and career success for Minnesota youth in Agricultural 
Education. To learn more about supporting Minnesota FFA through the Minnesota FFA Foundation at 
www.mnffafoundation.org.   

About Minnesota FFA Alumni and Supporters 

The Minnesota FFA Alumni Association and Supporters works to support the more than 15,000 FFA 
members, through 72 Alumni and Supporters affiliates across the state. Adult membership is open to 
anyone interested in supporting and promoting agriculture, agricultural education and FFA at the local, 
state and national level. One need not have worn the blue jacket to be a member of the FFA Alumni and 
Supporters, whose mission is to work to secure the promise of Agriculture Education and FFA by 
creating an environment where people and communities can develop their potential for premier 

https://www.mnffa.org/state-convention
https://www.youtube.com/user/minnesotaffa
https://www.facebook.com/mnffa
https://twitter.com/MNFFA
https://www.instagram.com/mnffa/
https://www.mnffa.org/state-convention
http://www.mnffafoundation.org/


leadership, personal growth and career success. Learn more about the Minnesota FFA Alumni 
Association at  MNFFAAlumni.org. 

Learn more about the experiences of FFA members and supporters by visiting MnFFA.org and FFA.org. 
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