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MASKS
The Lake Hamilton School District Board of Education revised the mask
policy on Monday, October 18, 2021, during their regularly scheduled
meeting. The revised policy states that face coverings are optional but
encouraged, at indoor gatherings and events for which student attendance is
optional. That includes, but is not limited to, extracurricular events and
athletic contests.
Masks are still required to be worn indoors for students in grades pre-K
through 12, all employees, and visitors during school days in which
attendance is required. Masks continue to be required for passengers and
drivers on school buses. Masks are not required when outdoors.

pHYSICAL DISTANCING
Arkansas Department of Health guidance will be used to develop distancing
requirements in classrooms and other settings in schools.

handwashing &
respiratory etiquette
School staff will continue being proactive in the teaching of hand and
respiratory hygiene to students. Signage is posted throughout each
school and throughout other facilities on campus encouraging good
hygiene practices. Hand sanitizer stations are available at multiple
locations in each building on campus and in all classrooms. Students,
teachers, staff, and campus visitors are encouraged to sanitize and/or
wash hands frequently.

diagnostic screening tests
Rapid testing for Covid-19 will continue to be offered to students and
employees through the Lake Hamilton Wolf Health Clinic and school
nurses’ offices.
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maintaining healthy
facilities
The LHSD works with our custodial staff to comply with sanitation and safety
directives from the Arkansas Department of Health (ADH). Those actions include
the following:
Janitorial services will distribute wastebaskets, tissues, and CDC-approved
hand sanitizer to every office and classroom so that these materials can be
used upon entry and exit into any discrete location and during transit between
sites.
Signage about frequent handwashing, cough etiquette, and nose blowing will
be widely posted, disseminated, and encouraged through various methods of
communication.
Janitorial staff will follow guidance from the ADH about the use of face masks
and other PPE needed when performing cleaning duties.
Janitorial staff will use CDC guidance when cleaning and disinfencting.

contact tracing
Schools continue to be responsible for responding to confirmed cases of COVID-19.
Close Contact Determination: The definition of close contact in schools is evolving
with the ongoing understanding of COVID-19, and individual scenarios are determined
in consultation with the district point of contact and the Arkansas Department of Health.
The CDC defines a close contact as an individual confirmed to have been within three feet for 15
cumulative minutes or longer within a 24-hour period during the infectious period of a person who has
tested positive for COVID-19; however, additional factors like case/contact masking (i.e., both the
infectious individual and the potential close contact have been consistently and properly masked),
vaccination status, and prior infection status may affect this determination.
1. Under this updated guidance, proper mask-wearing may now prevent individuals from being identified
as close contacts in K-12 schools. This means that if both individuals involved in an exposure that occurs
at school – the person diagnosed with COVID-19 and the person exposed to the positive case – were
wearing masks correctly at the time of exposure, the individual exposed does not need to quarantine.
2. Exposed individuals should self-monitor for symptoms and stay home at the first sign of illness. They
also should continue to wear a mask at all times to further reduce the likelihood of transmitting the virus.
The person who tests positive for COVID-19 is still required to isolate at home.
3. Arkansans ages 12 or older are now eligible to receive the COVID-19 vaccine. A fully vaccinated
individual that has been exposed to a person diagnosed with COVID-19 will not need to quarantine if they
are not symptomatic.
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vaccinations
Onsite clinics for students, parents and employees will continue to be offered periodically.
Promotion of community events and resources will also occur through district media and
communications.

accommodations for children

with disabilities with respect to

health & safety policies
Children with disabilities that prevent them from being able to follow the health and
safety policies in the school handbook and/or the CDC guidance practices
adopted by the school district will be considered individually based on
documentation from their physician(s).

coordination with state & local
health officials
LHSD continues to participate in the Garland County Covid Task Force that is composed of
local health officials, hospitals, first responders, law enforcement from the City of Hot
Springs and Garland County Sheriff’s Office, Garland County Emergency Management
Director, Garland County Unit of the Arkansas Department of Health, county and city
government, education officials from Hot Springs and Garland County. Chamber of
Commerce, and the Convention Center.
Meetings are conducted biweekly and include status reports of the virus and its impacts in
all community aspects. This includes coordination of resources in response to the
pandemic.

feedback
The LHSD strives to meet the community's evolving needs and is accepting feedback
for the 2021-2022 school year. If you would like to provide feedback or input on the
development or modification of school plans, please visit this link:
http://lhsd.info/Ready-For-Learning-Feedback
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