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Braxton County Board of Education 

OPEN ENROLLMENT FOR NONRESIDENT STUDENTS (4114) 

 
General. 

  
 Legal   W.Va. Code 18-5-16; 18-5-16a 

      

    West Virginia Board of Education Policy 7212 

 

 Effective Date  October 20, 2021 

 

 

 Last Revised  July 1, 2020 

 

   

Purpose. 

 

The purpose of this policy is to define provisions for enrollment of nonresident students in Braxton 

County Schools in accordance with laws of the state of West Virginia and West Virginia Board of 

Education policy.      

 

 

Definitions. 
  

A. Nonresident student- a student who resides in the state of West Virginia and who is enrolled in or 

is seeking enrollment in a county school district other than the county district in which the student 

resides.   

 

B. Open Enrollment- a policy adopted which allows a nonresident student to enroll in a school 

within Braxton County Schools without the permission of the county of residence.   

 

Procedures. 

 

A. Applications for open enrollment must be received by the attendance director of Braxton County 

Schools by March 1 in the year preceding requested enrollment.  Exceptions to this deadline   

may include: 

 

1. Change in family district of residence. 

 

2. Change in marital status of the student’s parents or guardians resulting in a change in 

the student’s district of residence. 

 

3. Placement of the child in foster care resulting in a change of residence. 

 

4. Adoption 

 

B.  Notification on approval or disapproval will be made by August 1.   
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C. Application for enrollment will be made on the Open Enrollment Admission Form.  The form 

may be obtained at any Braxton County school or at the central office.   

 

D. Transportation of nonresident students is not required of Braxton County Schools, but may be 

provided if the following conditions are met: 

 

1. The pickup location is at an agreed upon, previously existing bus stop; and 

 

2. There is room on the bus to enroll the nonresident student; and 

 

3. In order to be transported by bus, nonresident elementary students must enroll at the 

school closest to the student’s residence.   

 

E. Restrictions on admission due to building and classroom capacity: 

 

1. Grades K-6: grade level must have enrollment two below the state maximum for 

class size. 

 

2. Grades 7-8 and high school: scheduling will be based on class size limits in core 

classes 

 

F. Enrollment preference will be given to students that meet the admission criteria and are: 

 

1. Siblings of students already enrolled through the open enrollment policy; 

 

2. Secondary students who have completed 10th grade and, due to family relocation, 

become nonresident students, but express the desire to remain in a specific school to 

complete their education; 

 

3. Students who are children, grandchildren, or legal wards of employees; 

 

4. Students whose legal residences, though geographically within another county, are 

more proximate to a school within the receiving county, whether calculated by miles 

or transportation time; and 

 

5. Students who reside in a portion of a county where topography, impassable roads, 

long bus rides, or other conditions prevent the practicable transportation of the 

student to a school within the county, and a school within a contiguous county is 

more easily accessible. 

 

6. Students who are homeless, or meet the definition of unaccompanied youth 

prescribed in the McKinney-Vento Homeless Act, or are in Foster Care. 

 

G. Parents/guardians of nonresident students with special needs may follow the same application 

procedures as those parents/guardians of students who do not have special needs.  Special needs 

nonresident students may be accepted under the following guidelines: 
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1. Space is available in the appropriate program within the receiving school that meets 

the student’s needs; and 

 

2. The proper documents regarding the student’s placement in his/her current school are 

made available to Braxton County Schools system officials for review as part of the 

applications process; and 

 

3. Braxton County Schools will not create an appropriate placement program in order to 

honor a request for open enrollment purposes; and  

 

4. Per West Virginia Code, Braxton County Schools will provide transportation to and 

from the school of attendance, or to and from an agreed pickup location on a regular 

transportation route, or for the total miles traveled each day for the nonresident 

student to reach the school of enrollment if the nonresident student is a student with 

disabilities and has an Individualized Education Program (IEP) that specifies that 

transportation is necessary for fulfillment of the program.   

 

  

 I.  Appeal. - If the Braxton County Board of Education denies an application, a written 

notification must be made to the parent or guardian stating the reasons for the denial.  A copy of the 

denial notification must be sent to the WV State Superintendent of Schools. A parent or guardian of a 

student may appeal the refusal of a county board to accept the transfer of the student to the WV State 

Superintendent of Schools. If during the appeal process, the state superintendent discovers that the 

education and the welfare of the student could be enhanced, the state superintended may direct that the 

student may be permitted to attend a school in the receiving county. 

 

  J.  Nothing in this section supersedes the eligibility requirements for participation in extra-

curricular activities established by the West Virginia Secondary Schools Activities Commission. 

 


