
Welcome to 9th Grade and CONGRATULATIONS on becoming a FRESHMAN! 

This assignment will help prepare you for your freshman year at El Dorado High School (EHS).  

Our Assignment Expectations: 

● Read Romiette and Julio by Sharon M. Draper 

● Journal your thoughts as you read along. Complete the reading log below. 

● Follow the instructions for the writing prompt. Complete the writing prompt. 

● See the rubric for how your work will be scored on the second to last page. 

● See the final page for a sample paragraph to guide you as you begin to write. 

● This packet is worth 100 Points. 

● E-mail with any questions you may have (Mrs. Jennifer Murphy:  jmurphy2@esd-15.org ) 

 

STUDENT NAME: ____________________________________________________  

This packet will be due ON THE FIRST FRIDAY of school! 

Any COPYING will be considered CHEATING and will be dealt with according to EHS policy. This packet is considered a 

long-term project, and late work will be scored according to the policy in the EHS student handbook. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

9th Grade - Romiette and Julio QR Code for Audio link 

                                     by Sharon Draper 
YouTube link: CLICK 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Lc9Fcjg9cyg&t=3s


60 Points Reading Log: 
As you read, write down your thoughts about each chapter. This will help when you begin to write the paragraph, as well 
as help you remember the content of the book for discussions in class. 
In this reading log, (1.) summarize what happens, (2.) list important events, and (3.) describe characters. You can also 
use this space to ask questions, or write your response to what happened in the text. 
TIP – record the page number(s) so you can easily go back and find information or questions. 
 

Chapters 1-10 

SUMMARY: 
 
 
 
 
 

CHARACTERS: 

EVENTS: 
 
 
 
 
 

RESPONSE/QUESTIONS: 

 

Chapters  11-20 

SUMMARY: 
 
 
 
 
 

CHARACTERS: 

EVENTS: 
 
 
 
 
 

RESPONSE/QUESTIONS: 

Chapters  21-30 

SUMMARY: 
 
 
 
 
 

CHARACTERS: 

EVENTS: 
 
 
 
 
 

RESPONSE/QUESTIONS: 

 



 

Chapters 31-40 

SUMMARY: 
 
 
 
 
 

CHARACTERS: 

EVENTS: 
 
 
 
 
 

RESPONSE/QUESTIONS: 

 

Chapters 41-50 

SUMMARY: 
 
 
 
 
 

CHARACTERS: 

EVENTS: 
 
 
 
 
 

RESPONSE/QUESTIONS: 

 

Chapters 51-62 

SUMMARY: 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CHARACTERS: 

EVENTS: 
 
 
 
 
 
 

RESPONSE/QUESTIONS: 

 

Point Totals ____/60 Points for Completed Reading Log 



40 Points WRITING PROMPT 

For the writing prompt below, write a well-developed paragraph using 10-12 sentences. Include an introductory 

sentence, examples from the text, your own explanation, and a concluding sentence. (Remember to use quotation 

marks if you use the author’s words.)  

Please see the model paragraph on the last page as an example of a good paragraph.  (RL.9-10.3/W.9.4-5) 

PROMPT: Discuss the change in the character of Julio in terms of cultural background, racial experiences and how his 

personality (fears, likes/dislikes, values etc.)  develops from the beginning to the end of the book. Use direct quotations 

or evidence from the text to support your explanation. Don’t just copy from the book! Find some good quotes (text 

evidence), and then explain them IN YOUR OWN WORDS.  
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Romiette & Julio Summer Reading Packet Rubric 

____/40 Points Writing Prompt Scoring        

Skill Emerging (0-8)  Developing (12)  Proficient (16)  Advanced (20) 

 
Discuss how 
the 
character is 
developed in 
own words 
(20 Points) 
 

Student uses 

none of their 

or words to 
discuss the 
development of 
the character 
OR 
Writing is off 
topic or 
unrelated 

 Student has 

some of their 

own 
commentary to 
discuss the 
development of 
the character. 
Analysis may be 
surface or 

repetitive. 

 Student uses their 

own words and 

analysis to 

successfully 
discuss the 
development of 
the character 
throughout the 
novel. 

 Student skillfully 
analyzes and 

discusses the 
development of 
the character 
throughout the 
work. Student uses 
commentary to 

add depth to 
the evidence 

and quotes 
provided. 

 
Using 
evidence or 
quotes from 
the text 
(10 Points) 
 

Paragraph 

contains no 
quotes or 

reference to the 
text 

 Paragraph 

contains one 
or two 
vague 
pieces of 

evidence or 
quotes but 
references may 
not be relevant. 

 Paragraph 

contains three 
or more 
pieces of 

relevant quotes or 
evidence 

 Paragraph contains 

four or more 
pieces of 
relevant 
evidence or 

quotes. References 
are apt and 
specific 

 
Includes 
introductory 
and 
concluding 
statements 
(10 Points) 
 

Introductory and 
concluding 
statement are 

absent 

 Contains either 
an introductory 
OR concluding 
statement but 
not both 
OR 
Introductory 
and/or 
concluding 
statement is off 
topic or 
irrelevant   

 Contains an 
introductory 
statement and 
concluding 
statement that 
successfully begin 
and end the 
paragraph. 

 Contains an 
introductory and 
concluding 
statement that 
lead and remind 
the reader of the 
paragraph’s main 
idea or thesis 

 

  



EXAMPLE 
The following is a sample paragraph that shows what we expect you to write this summer.  This is not an item 
to copy.  This is meant for you to understand what we mean by a well-developed, 10-12 sentence paragraph.  
 

PROMPT: Discuss the change in the character of Romiette in terms of cultural background, racial experiences and how 

her personality (fears, likes/dislikes, values etc.)  develops from the beginning to the end of the book. Use direct 

quotations or evidence from the text to support your explanation. Don’t just copy from the book! Find some good 

quotes (text evidence), and then explain them IN YOUR OWN WORDS.  

The character of Romiette Cappelle transforms throughout the novel. At the beginning of the story she is 

shown to be free-spirited, opinionated, and optimistic. She reveals her carefree nature in deciding to purchase 

the Scientific Soul Mate System, spending a substantial amount of her own money on a frivolous item. While 

there is not much that seems to bother Romiette, her journal entries depict the fact that she does formulate 

opinions about others. She writes about the time when a saleswoman ignored her mother as though she felt 

empowered by her mother’s response of “the reports of my invisibility have been greatly exaggerated.” While 

she is seemingly unscathed by the incident, her personal feelings regarding herself and others is affected. Many 

of her journal entries berate others that she finds offensive, especially boys. It is not until she meets Julio, in an 

online chat room, that she finds a boy somewhat interesting. While this reveals a slight change in her 

personality, she is still a bit naïve and carefree. During one of their chats she mentions that “lots of people warn 

me about on-line predators,” but still goes along with almost everything he says. While she is a very trusting 

person, her views of others change based on her encounters with the Devildogs. The gang does not like her 

interracial relationship with Julio, and this leads to her having to evaluate specific friendships and her own 

ideals. She is forced to end her friendship with Malaka based on her affiliation with the gang. After surviving 

the ordeal with the gang and her own fears she begins to take things more serious, but misses her carefree 

nature. She liked it better when she “was just Romi.” While her character does undergo a change in her trusting 

and carefree nature throughout the novel, Romiette still longs for parts of her own past. 

 

TRY!  DO YOUR BEST-SHOW US WHAT YOU ALREADY KNOW SO WE CAN HELP YOU GROW. 

 

 


