
The Growing Early Minds classes at the 
University of Wisconsin - Madison are 
designed to challenge and engage 
curious learners in grades 1-4.  The 
Winter GEM Program 2022 will be 
offered fully online. Each class is small 
and designed to enrich learning and 
introduce new areas of interest. Virtual 
Winter GEM will feature a 
synchronous learning block each 
Saturday session, as well as 
asynchronous extension activities.  

Division of Continuing Studies, 21 N Park St., 7th Floor, Madison, WI, 53715
Phone: 608.890.3260                                           Email: info@precollege.wisc.edu 

Badger Precollege - UW-Madison

Register For Classes

More Info At:

www.precollege.wisc.edu

Winter Session:
Five-Week Saturday Program 

January 29, 2022 - February 26, 2022 
Synchronous Meeting: 9:00-10:30 am, CST 
Registration Opens: October 18, 2021
Tuition: $200
*Limited Financial Aid Available

            Sign Up for 
VIRTUAL Winter GEM:

Registration Deadline: January 21, 2022 

Register Online at:  
https://wcaty.wisc.edu/gem/

Attend GEM 

Grades 1-2

Fantastic Beasts: Exploring Fantasy   
Through Literature and Art

Grades 2-4
Jurassic MythBusters
Inside Out/Upside Down: Intro to 
Psychology

Grades 3-4
Adventures in Coding

Intro to Cyber Robotics New!

*Be sure to check our website below for
Summer GEM 2022 program options!



Pick A Class

Fantastic Beasts: Exploring Fantasy  Grades 1-2 

Have you always wanted a pet unicorn, to be a mermaid, or 
to be able to really train a dragon? Then this class is for you! 
In this course we will explore the wonderful world of magical 
creatures through literature, writing, and the arts! We will 
read about fantastic beasts, write our own stories and poems, 
improv and perform pieces about these magical creatures, 
and create art using our limitless imaginations. This course is 
best suited for students who want to use their creativity, 
reading skills, writing skills, and performance abilities to 
enter a world of magic and fun while also growing in 
Language Arts, Performing Arts, and Visual Arts academic 
areas.

Jurassic MythBusters: Exploring Paleontology Grades 2-4

It's true, we all love learning about dinosaurs, but why are we 
still so curious? One of the reasons may be that what we 
*think* we know about dinosaurs is always changing as new
discoveries are unearthed. This course will tackle the age old
question of "What happened to the dinosaurs?" and take that
idea to the next level by exploring common perceptions (and
misperceptions!) surrounding dinosaurs. If you are a dino
expert or just curious to learn more, get ready to "dig in" and
test your knowledge in this class!

Inside Out/Upside Down: Intro to Psychology Grades 2-4  

This class will introduce students to the world of psychology 
using the popular Disney Pixar film, “Inside Out”, as a base 
for exploring emotions, actions, and memories.  This film 
looks at the cause and impact of emotions through five 
characters: Sadness, Anger, Joy, Disgust, and Fear. Each class 
will be based on one of these characters - exploring the 
emotion from a variety of psychological perspectives, 
including classical, operant, cultural/social, neurological/
physiological, and briefly, the perspective of abnormal 
psychology. If you geek out about dreams, wonder why some 
of your emotions are so strong, or want to better understand 
how your brain works, this class is for you!

More info at:  wcaty.wisc.edu

Adventures in Coding  Grades 3-4

This class will spark your curiosity about the connections 
between math, computer coding and programming. 
Through critical reasoning and creative problem solving, 
you will learn how to boss around a computer using 
concepts like scripts, variables, and strings. If you geek 
out about video games, computers, equations, or even 
different mathematical languages, this class is for you! 
*Adventures in Coding has been designed for 3rd and 
4th grade students with an aptitude for mathematics and 
a high level of interest in computer programming and 
coding. This course is considered to be an academic 
challenge for students working at or above grade levels in 
these content areas.

Intro to Cyber Robotics Grades 3-4  

This introductory level coding course for students in 
grades 3-4 utilizes the innovative “CoderZ’’ curriculum 
to guide students through coding challenges and 
collaborative activities with a virtual robot. Students will 
learn to control their virtual robots by writing code to 
facilitate motion utilizing pattern recognition, repeat 
loops, smart block functions and much more! If you have 
always wanted to learn more about coding and robots 
and love a virtual challenge but didn’t know where to 
start, this class may be for you! This course is designed to 
be accessed using a desktop or laptop computer.      
**Class availability may be subject to change based on 
the level of enrollment in a particular class**         
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