
ASST. BUS MECHANIC 

The qualifications needed to become a school bus mechanic include a high school degree or 
qualifying experience related to repairing and maintaining vehicles or heavy equipment. You 
must be knowledgeable about DOT school bus inspection requirements and any additional 
regulations for the state in which you work. An understanding of basic math and repair shop 
practices, such as safety regulations and welding, is desired, as are mechanical skills and 
experience using relevant tools. Some employers do not require experience and provide any 
necessary training. You may be required to pass a background check, and you should possess 
or be able to acquire a valid state bus driver’s license. 

The qualifications needed to become a school bus mechanic include a high school degree or qualifying experience related to repairing and 
maintaining vehicles or heavy equipment. You must be knowledgeable about DOT school bus inspection requirements and any additional 
regulations for the state in which you work. An understanding of basic math and repair shop practices, such as safety regulations and 
welding, is desired, as are mechanical skills and experience using relevant tool.  Typical duties and responsibilities include: 

• Plan and implement a program of scheduled preventative maintenance for any buses they are responsible  

• Perform mechanical repairs on buses to include major overhauls in directed 

• Marking emergency service calls for stranded buses 

• Ensuring that all necessary stock is ordered 

• Ensuring that the shop/working area is clean, orderly and safe condition 

• Maintaining, repairing, and inspecting the buses tires and rims 

• Replacing and adjusting brakes, belts, and hoses 

• Performing complete safety inspections on buses, as required 

• Estimating the time, material, and equipment needed for assigned jobs. 

Must have a current Arkansas Driving License and a current CDL. Other qualifications: 
Physical fitness and stamina, as a bus mechanic you will need to stand up for long periods of time, lift materials and 
potentially work in small and cramped spaces. Organizational skills as needed to manage the schedule of when each bus is 
to undergo maintenance. 
Attention to detail, as spotting issues and restoring damage requires someone who can notice the smallest imperfections. 
Time management skills, as bus mechanics will need to ensure that repairs are completed before deadline. 
Dexterity, as a mechanic will have to carefully fix many issues, using various tools, which requires a steady hand and 
excellent hand-eye coordination.  Critical thinking skills, as a mechanic must be able to accurately evaluate vehicle damage 
determine necessary repair strategies. 
The majority of bus mechanics will work full time.  They may have to work evenings, weekends and overtime necessary to 
meet deadlines.  
  
All candidates must pass an Arkansas State Police background check, a FBI background check and DHS background check. 


