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Since the early days of the COVID-19 pandemic, Bishop Unified School District has worked closely with Inyo

County Health and Human Services public health division to enact measures to ensure the health and safety of

students and staff. As we approached the 2021-22 school year, we were excited to be able to continue our efforts

toward offering full in-person instruction.

We recognize that the pandemic and measures put into place to mitigate the spread of COVID-19 have caused

dissonance and frustration within our communities, and have exacerbated other mental and physical health

issues. We continue to strive for public health policy that is not one size fits all, but that addresses health and

safety of students and staff within the context of our local communities. Guidance that is in place to increase our

students’ access to in-person instruction is not 100% protective; it is not perfect, and it can be confusing and

difficult to operationalize. However, public health and BUSD are committed to working together to support

student success and overall health and wellbeing.

With that, we would like to provide updated information about our experience so far this school year, and

provide an overview of the current isolation and quarantine procedures that are in place.

Summary of school-related case activity for BUSD and Inyo County, overall, so far this school year:

44 students and 8 staff have tested positive since 8/19/21.  BUSD currently has 20 cases pending.

While the overall case rate in California has

declined since peaking in mid-August, Inyo County

continues to see an overall increasing trend in

positive cases, both among the general population

and the pediatric population (ages 0-17), since July

2021.

New pediatric cases in Inyo County have already

reached the number of total new pediatric cases

for the month of September by 10/13.

https://www.bishopschools.org/page/inyo-county-covid-tracking


As of 10/13/21, Inyo County has

137 active cases, with 50 of those

cases in the pediatric population

ages 0-17. Additionally, Inyo

County has the fourth highest

overall case rate in the state (58.8

per 100,000, calculated as a 7 day

average with a 7 day lag) as of

10/15/21. Fortunately, to date, no

severe cases of COVID-19 that

require hospitalization have been

reported in the Inyo County

pediatric population.

Isolation and Quarantine

Inyo County conducts investigations of each confirmed positive case of COVID-19 and issues isolation orders to

individuals who are in the infectious period, and quarantine orders to individuals who have been exposed and

who may become positive during the incubation period for COVID-19. Individuals who are identified as close

contacts to someone who has COVID-19 are required to quarantine for 10 days and monitor themselves for

symptoms for an additional 4 days after being released from quarantine.

The California Department of Public Health issued guidance for the 2021-22 school year that allows schools the

option of offering a modified quarantine in order to allow as many students as possible to remain in class.

Per CDPH School Guidance, modified quarantine is allowed in the schools when staffing and testing resources are

available. Modified quarantine is considered for exposed students when both parties were wearing a mask in any

school setting in which students are supervised by school staff (including indoor or outdoor school settings and

school buses). Unvaccinated students who are close contacts undergo a modified quarantine as follows. They

may continue to attend school for in-person instruction if they:

i. Are asymptomatic; 

ii. Continue to appropriately mask, as required;

iii. Undergo at least twice weekly testing during quarantine; and

iv. Continue to quarantine for all extracurricular activities at school, including sports, and activities within

the community setting. (Both BUSD and ICPH have advocated for flexibility at the state level to allow

students to test negative and continue to participate in extracurriculars such as athletics.)

Per CDC and CDPH guidance, fully vaccinated students and staff will not be quarantined after an exposure. This is

because individuals who have been vaccinated are less likely to acquire COVID-19. They are instructed to monitor

themselves for symptoms for 14 days after they were exposed. If they become symptomatic they are instructed

to self-isolate and seek testing from their medical provider.

We recognize that modified quarantine is impacting school sports programs and also recognize the importance

that sports and conditioning play in the overall health and wellbeing of many students. At this time, and

especially in light of the transmission rates at school and within the community, no imminent modifications to

the quarantine guidance are being considered at the state or local level. However, school guidance is expected to

be revisited throughout the school year and quarantine guidance may change once transmission slows.

https://www.inyocounty.us/covid-19/covid-19-case-rate
https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CID/DCDC/Pages/COVID-19/K-12-Guidance-2021-22-School-Year.aspx
https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CID/DCDC/Pages/COVID-19/COVID-19-Public-Health-Recommendations-for-Fully-Vaccinated-People.aspx


A Word on COVID-19 Vaccines

On October 1, Governor Newsom announced that COVID-19 vaccine will be required for students and staff of

public and private schools in California in order to improve student and staff safety. This requirement will not go

into effect immediately, as it is conditioned on vaccines being fully approved by the FDA. BUSD will accept

sincerely held personal belief exemption requests to allow students and staff to continue to test in lieu of the

vaccine as long as allowable per state legislation.

Where to go for additional information:
CA Safe Schools for All Hub (https://schools.covid19.ca.gov/)

● Find the latest guidance and safety information for schools

CA Department of Public Health
● School FAQs regarding masking, isolation/quarantine, and vaccine

Statewide COVID-19 hotline: 1 (833) 422-4255
The statewide call center is open 7 days a week:

● Monday-Friday, 8:00 AM to 8:00 PM Pacific Time   

● Saturday and Sunday, 8:00 AM to 5:00 PM Pacific Time

We value the relationships that keep our community strong. With the recent rise in COVID activity it’s especially

important for all of us to do our part to minimize the spread of germs in and out of school. This helps keep all

students in school, where they belong. Please continue to monitor your symptoms, wash your hands often, wear

a mask, and please stay home when sick. These simple actions make a big difference, and hopefully will help get

us out of this pandemic quicker. We remain committed to serving our community and will continue to advocate

at the state level for reasonable adjustments to the public health policies set by CDPH.

Anna Scott Katie Kolker
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https://www.gov.ca.gov/2021/10/01/california-becomes-first-state-in-nation-to-announce-covid-19-vaccine-requirements-for-schools/
https://schools.covid19.ca.gov/
https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CID/DCDC/Pages/COVID-19/Schools-FAQ.aspx#

