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Welcome to Iditarod Area School District 

As a new employee in our district, you will likely face many new transitions, both 
personally and professionally, in the upcoming months.  The purpose of this packet is to 
provide a practical guide to address some of the questions you may have.  While this 
guide is by no means comprehensive, it is a start to make you feel more at ease.  Over 
the years, a number of teachers have contributed to the content to help facilitate your 
move.  Enjoy the read.  See you soon! 
 
 
Helen Cheek 
Superintendent 
Iditarod Area School District 
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In the event you have not yet received information about your site, feel free to contact 
our district office staff located in McGrath.  One of the administrators listed below will 
know how to direct your questions.   
 
Helen Cheek, Superintendent  907-574-0207 
Joyce Turner, Board Secretary  907-524-1209 
Tamara Vanderpool, Human Resources  907-524-1224 
Amber Lumetta, Accounts Payable  907-298-2115 
Elena Begojevic, Business Manager  907-317-4242 
Steve Graham, Maintenance Director 907-524-1231 
Chris Romine, Technology    907-440-7245 
Barb Deardorff, Food Service Director 907-524-1227 

Below is contact information for each of the eight school sites and district office: 

Iditarod Area School District   Innoko River School   

PO Box 90     PO Box 49 

McGrath, AK 99627    Shageluk, AK 99665 

907-524-1221     907-473-8233 

       

Blackwell School     Jeffrey A. Bader Memorial School 

PO Box 90     PO Box 210 

Anvik, AK 99558     Holy Cross, AK 99602 

907-663-6348     907-476-7131 

       

David Louis Memorial School   McGrath School 

PO Box 90     PO Box 290 

Grayling, AK 99590    McGrath, AK 99627 

907-453-5135     907-524-1201 

     

Distance Learning Center    Top of the Kuskokwim School 

PO Box 772182      PO Box 9190 

Eagle River, AK 99577     Nikolai, AK 99691 

907-694-6100     907-293-2427 
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Takotna Community School 

PO Box 7510 

Takotna, AK 99675 

907-298-2115     

 

 

A Helpful Guide for Arriving Teachers 

 

How do I get there and how much will it cost? 

Round trip from Anchorage to your village will likely be between $425 and $650.  

Reeve Air for McGrath. AAT for Takotna, Nikolai.  

 Ravn, Ryan, or Dena’ina Air Taxi for Anvik, Grayling, Holy Cross, Shageluk 

Reeve Air 907- 646-0538 

Ryan Air 907- 562-2227 

Ravn Air 800-866-8394 

Dena’ina Air Taxi 907-332-2216 

AAT (Alaska Air Transit) 907-276-5422 

Once I am there, how do I get from the airport to my home? 

Please contact your school to confirm there will be someone to pick you up and take you to your home.  This may 
be a truck, ATV four-wheeler or on a snow machine, depending on the time of year.  Please dress appropriately for 
the weather and season. 

What is the weather like? 

Summer is generally between 65 and 75 F. Winters are cold- anywhere from 0 to -40 F, sometimes colder with the 
wind chill factor.  The snow falls in October and sticks around through early May.   

 

How many students are in the district? 

There are 303 register in our district.  All schools are K-12.  There are 23 certified teachers and 50 classified staff. 
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Describe the housing. 

Teacher housing is good.  Some are small, one bedroom apartments and other houses are two bedrooms.  Electric 
cook stove and water heaters.  Fuel-oil heat. Running water.  All units have minimum furnishings.  You should bring 
your own small appliances and cookware (there are basic pots and pans).  Some teachers find a basic water 
distiller useful. 

What about stores? 

Most communities have a least one “store” and sometimes two.  Depending on the time of year, most are stocked 
with canned goods and basic hardware items.  Fresh fruits and vegetables are occasional and can be expensive. 

What should new teachers bring with them? 

On your person, you should bring rain gear, footgear for wet weather, any special medication you need, clothes for 
cool weather (about one school weeks’ worth, which is casual) some food for basic meals (about 3-4 days’ worth) 
toiletries, and any fresh/frozen food you might want.  Airline baggage limit varies, but generally is between 45 and 
50 pounds.  Call ahead for specifics as excess baggage fees can exceed one-dollar per pound. 

What should I send? 

Many teachers send boxes from the Lower 48.  However, they soon discover that it is extremely expensive.  For 
example, a 24X18X12 “box weighing 25 pounds mailed from Little Rock, AR, or Billings, MT is $32 uninsured.  From 
Seattle, WA, the cost is $25.  The same box sent form Anchorage is $12.  Everything you could possibly need can be 
purchased in Anchorage and sent from there. 

COSTCO is the place to stock-up on stables such as flour, sugar, brown sugar, coffee, tea, rice, mild and canned 
goods.  Buy in BULK.  Don’t forget the toiletries, cleaning supplies, and boxes plush shipping tape for the shipping 
task.  The membership is inexpensive.   There are expeditor services to help with shipping. 

Wal-Mart and Fred Meyer do Bush orders, which means they will shop and ship items for you.  There is generally a 
15 to 30% charge, plus freight, on your total bill for this service.  

If you already have winter gear, send it to your site.  It’s likely that you will not need it until October.  From 
October to April, it is district policy to wear snow pants, winter boots and coat, headwear, and gloves while 
traveling in-district and out-of-district.  Many people find a facemask and goggles helpful, too.  Sleeping bags also 
come in handy if you travel to other sites as a chaperone or coach. 

How should I send items to my site? 

You can send items through the United States Postal Service.  Maximum weight is 70 pounds, but for easier 
handling in transit, send between 40 and 50 pounds.  Your packages will be handled in a variety of ways by a 
variety of people (some careful, some not) before reaching their final destination. 

Consider packing breakable or easily punctured liquid items in Ziploc baggies.  Balance heavy and light items.  Use 
your paper towels, toilet tissue, hand towels as packing material. 

Some teachers send items in Rubbermaid tubs instead of boxes.  Lids can be attached by drilling holes and using 
“zip ties” to securely fasten them.  Keep in mind that this will add additional weight to your shipping, and storage 
may be limited in your home. Mailing totes can cost up to $150.00 each. 
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Winter Gear 

Winter gear may be hard to find in Anchorage in August and early September.  Mail order catalogs are a good 
source for gear.  REA, 6th Avenue Outfitters, Army Navy will send items from Anchorage. 

Online Shopping 

Online shopping is convenient, too, for many things.  If you are looking for outdoor gear or clothes, try: 

www.cabelas.com www.landsend.com  www.patagonia.com 

www.llbean.com  www.campor.com  www.eddiebauer.com 

For books, movies, and music: www.amazon.com  www.barnesandnoble.com 

Some Banks in the Anchorage Area 

AK USA Credit Union  800-525-9490 

Credit Union One   800-478-2222 

Northrim Bank   800-774-7776 

Denali AK Federal Credit Union 800-764-1163 

Wells Fargo   800-478-5706 

There are no banks within the villages in our district.  IASD will only do direct deposit of your paycheck.  

Phone Service 

United Utilities, Inc. is a Native owned public utility that provides telephone service to all of the village within the 
IASD.  Customer Service is located in Anchorage and communications technicians are located throughout the area.   

GCI is the best cell phone service for the villages in our area.  They have spotty service so a calling card may be the 
best alternative to long distance service plan.  

** Verizon and other popular services will NOT work in the village. 

Medical 

All villages have a small clinic usually staffed with an EMT or Health Aide.  Please bring any special medicines you 
might need.  Get a physical and TB test, as you will need these to start work.  Shop for other items, such as aspirin, 
iodine, band-aids, which comprise a well-stocked medicine shelf.  In the event of a real emergency, transportation 
to Anchorage is available, weather permitting. 
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Payday 

You will be paid on a semi-monthly basis, on the 15 and last day of each month.  You may choose to be on a 10 or 
12- month option.  Payroll is processed at the District Office, and mailed or deposited to individuals in ample time 
to meet the last day of the month deadlines.  Direct deposits are made on the bi-monthly basis as well.  Questions 
regarding automatic deposit, insurance, retirement, should be directed to the personnel or business office.  

Bush Orders 

Many teachers find it convenient to order food and supplies through companies in Anchorage.  Most places will 
shop and mail items for you for a service fee.  

JB Bush   1807 W. 47th Ave., Anchorage 907-243-7233 

Mr. Prime Beef   7521 Old Seward Highway, Anchorage 907-344-4066  www.mrprimebeef.com 

Span Alaska Sales 800-367-9833  www,soanalaskasales.com 

Fred Meyer   2300 Abbott Road, Anchorage  907-365-2000 

Wal-Mart   8900 Old Seward Highway, Anchorage 907-344-5300 

About Our Communities 

Anvik-  Blackwell School.  On the west bank of the Yukon River.  The Anvik tributary enters the Yukon River 
upstream from town.  Anvik is a community of 105 people. Anvik is a city, home to the Deg Hit'an people, in the 
Yukon-Koyukuk Census Area, Alaska, United States. The name Anvik, meaning "exit" in the Central Alaskan Yup'ik 
language, became the common usage despite multiple names at the time, and may have come from early Russian 
explorers. 

Grayling- David Louis Memorial School. on the west bank of the Yukon River.  Grayling is a city in Yukon-Koyukuk 
Census Area, Alaska, United States. At the 2010 census the population was 194, unchanged from 2000. Since 1977, 
the Athabaskan village has seen a surge of interest on odd-numbered years, when it is the site of a checkpoint 
during the Iditarod Trail Sled Dog Race.  
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Holy Cross- Jeffrey A. Bader Memorial School. On the west bank of the Yukon River. Holy Cross is a city in Yukon-
Koyukuk Census Area, Alaska, United States. At the 2010 census the population was 178, down from 227 in 2000. 

McGrath- McGrath School. Located on the west bank of the Kuskokwim River.  The Takotna River joins the 
Kuskokwim at McGrath. McGrath is a city and village on the Kuskokwim River in Alaska, United States. The 
population was 401 at the 2000 census and 346 as of the 2010 census. Despite its small population, the village is 
an important transportation and economic hub for the area.  

Nikolai- Top of the Kuskokwim School. Nikolai is located on the Eastern bank of the Kuskokwim River. Nikolai is a 
city in Yukon-Koyukuk Census Area, Alaska, United States. The population was 94 as of the 2010 census, down 
from 100 in 2000. 

Shageluk-  Innoko River School. Located on the east bank of the Innoko River, which empties into the Yukon just 
up-river from Grayling. Shageluk is a city in Yukon-Koyukuk Census Area, Alaska, United States. At the 2010 census 
the population was 83, down from 129 in 2000.  In 2019, the population was 61.  

Takotna- Takotna Community School. Located in the valley of Tatalina Mountain on the Takotna River.  Located 7 
air miles from McGrath. Takotna IPA: in Upper Kuskokwim is a census-designated place in the Yukon-Koyukuk 
Census Area, Alaska, United States. The population was 52 as of the 2010 Census, an increase of 4% from 50 at the 
2000 Census.  In 2019, the population was 72. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


